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SI>RING AND SUMMER, lSS6 
MAECH 9 TO OCTOBEE 24 

Tuesday, March gth, lo Saturday, 20th . — I have not 
had anything interesting to tell you this week. A. came 
hack vfith measles, and has been shut up. He is (juite 
well, and only bored. Hr. Tennyson is very slightly 
better, but has not turned the corner yet. 

The Maharajah of Jcypore and the Begum of Bhopal 
have come to Calcutta to see the Viceroy, and durljars 
have been held for both, and I have twice met the Begum. 
The first time I received her here. IMrs. Panioty came 
to translate for me, and at the appomtod hour a tmy 
lady arrived, her face completely covered, a child of ten 
accompanying her. This was the Begum and her grand- 
daughter ! We sat down in a row and paid comifiimonts 
to each other, and the Begum uncovered and displayed 
a httlc face with big eyes, and then I spoke of my Fund, 
telling her that I heard she wished to do something in 
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the way of establishing a dispensary and female ward 
in her own place. Then she asked for Nelly, and we put 
on the wreaths we had prepared for her, and handed 
her out again. The child is Yery self-possessed, and 
when she came to fetch the Viceroy to pay his return 
Tisit to her grandmother she comported herself like a 
princess and a grown-up person. Her face is still un- 
covered, and she is a handsome little gh-1. 

I went the next day to pay my visit, Mrs. Panioty, 
Helen, Eaehel, and Blanche going with me ; and the 
Begum on this occasion stated that she wished to sub- 
scribe i ,oooZ. to my Fund, and that she would dehay the 
whole cost of a dispensary at Bhopal. When we were 
leaving, trays were set down before us, and the Begum pro- 
ceeded to open some jewel-cases that lay on mine ; but I 
said at once that I could not take anything valuable, but 
that I should be pleased to accept a hand-screen which 
was there too, and which she said she had worked 
herself. 

Yesterday we had a garden party, and the child came, 
and was so pleased with some little two-year-old boys and 
girls that were with theii^ parents, only mifortunately 
she always wanted to lift them, and the children ob- 
jected. 

The Maharajah of Jeypore also came to the garden 
party. 

Sunday was Nelly’s bu'thday, and by way of keeping 
it we went in the launch on the river and had tea. The 
fresh air was very pleasant. 

Poor Mr. Tennyson continues very iU, and his wife 
is rather knocked up ; Lady Ely is also suffering from an 
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accident, and j^on liavc no idea wliat a walking about 
one has in this big house to visit all the invalids. 

Siind(t/i,2iBt . — The day hot and tryhig. Wo went to 
the Botanical Gardens in the afternoon in search of fresh 
air and to see the orchids in flower. There arc some 
very lovely ones out now. 

D. had a visit from a chief from Chitral ; I thought 
ho looked most amiable, and not near so rough as I 
expected. He was shown the house. 

Tucsdai/, 23/vf. — We paid such a very pleasant visit 
to a native house to-day. The master of it is a very 
gentlemanlike old man, tall and handsome. His wife 
has often sent me letters of good wishes and little odds 
and ends of gifts, so I loroposed to go and see her. She 
is a fine-looking old woman, and was beautifully dressed 
in white silk and gold. Imramcrable daughters and 
gi-anddaughters were there too, covered with bracelets, 
necklaces, and earrmgs, and all friendly and nice. A 
nephew interpreted, but badly, and we did not get much 
fm-ther than mutual congratulations upon the \iBit. 
One of the women spoke a little Hindustani, and Nelly 
was able to got on well with her, and I said a few things, 
but less well than NeUy, as I have had no time to con- 
tinue my linguistic studies since I retm-ned to Calcutta, 

Eefi-eshmonts were provided for us in a small room 
off the large one in which we were received, and the 
family looked at us while we ate cakes and di-ank 
lemonade. Then we talked a little more, and after that 
our decoration began. I was covered with garlands, 
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and liad armfuls of bouquets and flowcr-sercons, hand- 
fuls of ‘ iDan,’ scent all over me, and lastly a very prettily 
made ‘ dog collar ’ of flov'ers tied round my neck. I was 
also given a native sari (a shawl worn by women), and 
a small silver bos of red powder, which is to bring good 
luck to my husband. 

Wednesday, 24th . — This is my business day, and I 
had my last committee meeting before going to Simla. 
We settled many things, and decided how much we would 
spend and how much lay by. Then I took Blanche for 
a drive, and she and Fred and the precious baby left 
for the hills that night. 

The Burmese Princess, whom I told you of before, has 
arrived at Calcutta and came to visit us with her son 
and daughter. The ladies have got into European 
shoes, though they still suffer from the effects of the 
prison chains round their ankles, and they were as 
cheerful and happy and affectionate as possible. 

Thursday, 2Sf/i. — Mrs. Ameer Ali had asked me to 
meet some Mahometan ladies at her house. Just as I 
was starting the most terrific storm came on, and in 
this house, with its great big windows, there was such a 
banging and rattling, such a rushing to shut up every- 
thing, and such difficulty in doing so, such darkness and 
such dust everywhere, it was quite alarming. I was 
thankful that I was not out in it. Eain fell in about a 
quarter of an hour, and comparative calm ensued. Then 
I went to fulfil my engagement, and found such a smart 
assembly of ladies, such gold embroideries and jewels 
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and beautiful saris ; and they all seemed so much to en- 
joy this extraordinary dissipation, and were so Ml of the 
pleasure of seeing me, and of their grtvit good fortune 
in Ijeing allowed to come out, that it was quite pleasant 
to feel oneself the cause of so much rejoicing. They 
Avere very nice-looking w’omen, and were really very 
splendidly got up. 

Friday , 26///. — Another visit to-day to some native 
ladies. There \vas a large family gathering to meet us. 
Besides the lady of the house, there were three daughters, 
and two sons’ wives, and a granddaughter of twelve, 
wiio has just been married, and wdio was in all the 
glory of new jewels. She looked such a cliild, but she 
has left home, and only came back for the afternoon 
to see me. The second daughter is a very handsome 
girl, married too, and wearing most lovely jew^cls belonging 
to her father-in-law, who, I was told, was una\vare of her 
l)resence there. She came ‘'secretly,' her father said. 

‘ Her husband is a good young man, and often lets her 
come to us secretly.’ A fine baby w^as exhibited, the child 
of the younger son. Its mother sat there looking A’ery 
shy, and almost covered by her sari. 

We had a champagne and icc ' live o’clock tea,’ and 
a band played, and WTcaths and bouquets were show’cred 
on us. The master of the house translated for us, and the 
wife looked very nice and was very cordial in her manner. 

Saturday, 27th , — The afternoon w’as thrcatoniiag, and 
we only just got through giving judzes to the Volun- 
teers before the storm came on. Everytliing in the way 
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of manoBiivres cut out of the programrao. The rain 
fell heavily at seven o’clock, hut cleared in time fo]’ 
people to come dry to dinner and to a farewoll party 
at our house. 

The Burmese Princess and her son and daughter 
were there, but it was evident by the smaller number 
of people present that the Calcutta summer exodus has 
begun. 

I heard from A., who says that on his way to join the 
Carabiniers he ‘ met with the most serious adventure I’ve 
ever had travelling by train.’ In some alarm I turned 
over the page of his letter and found that ‘ a fat man, an 
enormous woman, three fat girls and a huge baby ’ had 
got into his carriage, and that it was furtlier filled with 
‘ boxes, bedding, and toys, and veils and hats hung up 
everywhere.’ He was meditating joining the dogs in 
their van when a neighbour gave him a seat in another 
carriage. 

Theebaw’s crown arrived here on its way to England. 
It is like a helmet, made of red filigree gold set with 
diamonds, the ornament at the top and the band round 
the forehead being of pure gold with jewels. 

The Queen’s letter to the Amir also passed through. 
It was in a large purple velvet box, and was itself 
illuminated on satin, lined with purple velvet, rolled 
on an ivory stick, and ornamented with thick gold cord 
and tassels. 


Monday, 2gtli , — This being our last day at Calcutta, 
we crammed a little sight-seeing into it. D. and I 
went with D . Busteed to look at the site of the Black 
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Hole. This ‘>entleinan is one of the lew lure 

^ho takes any interest in such matters, ami lu* has 
'worked away until he lias discovered the e c:tet spot ^\]]L■l•e. 
it was, besides collecting all the inter^'sting dotjils eon- 
eerning that terrible disaster. Having found tlie plaee, 
which is now part of a court-yard leading to tjie Po^t 
Office, he has laid down a pavement the exLiet size of the 
little room called the ‘Black Hole,’ as id ]itis put up a 
tablet to explain this fact. Dr. Bus teed ga\e lue a little 
model of the place as it wxas, which sliov s thtiL it ^^as not 
a ‘ hole ’ but a room. There was a dou'. de-arched veran- 
dah along the inside of the wall of the Fort. The inner 
verandah was used as a guard-room, anc in the outer one 
the men sat. At the south end of the iuuor veraudaJi 
a small place was partitioned off for a punishment coll; 
it had only two very small grated windows looking into 
the outer verandah, and one door which opened inwards. 
When the people w^ere driven into tiiis, they did not 
know where they were going, and xwobably thought there 
was another door on the other side of it. One building 
still remains in the place which is built in this way, and 
the verandah against the wall is (luite dark and close. 
The sight of it gives one a very ^'ood idea of tlie 
terrible sufferings all those unfortunate people must 
have undergone. Their dead bodies were taktai out 
and buried a very little way off, and Ilohvell, who was 
the senior officer and one of the survivors, put up a 
monument over tho spot. That inc>nuincnt was taken 
down about fifty years ago to spare some people’s feelings, 
and now Dr, Bustecd is very anxioris to put up a stone 
to show where it stood, and to place hi the cliurcli a 
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tablet with the names of the persons who died in the 
Black Hole, which names Holwell had boon at some pains 
to preserve. Ijle (Holwell) was painted by Sir Joshua 
Ee3molds with the plan of this monument in his hand, 
and his doscejjidants, who live in Canada, have the 
pictime, and sejit Dr. Busteed a photograph of it. 

After seeing this I left D. at home to finish off his 
mail, and drove {to Belvedere on Lord 'William’s coach to 
fetch the girls, 'vho were playing tennis there. There 
was a beautiful attempt at a storm as we came home, 
lightning playin<g behind a gi-eat mass of cloud and 
fitfully illuminatling it at every point, but never coming 
through it, or making any noise. As I was behind four 
horses I greatly ' appreciated the silence. 

Tuesday, 30u/i. — We left Calcutta very early this 
morning. Poor Mr. Tennyson’s bed was pulled to the 
window that he Wght see us off. He is still very ill, 
but as the hot weather is coming on, he 7 tiu$i go homo, 
and he is to starjt on Sunday. He has had a long, sad 
illness, borne most patiently.^ 

Our journey w as long. We were in the train from 
7.30 till 4 ; then \ re crossed the Ganges in a steamer, 
and got into anot her train which brought us to Durb- 
hunga at 8.30. Tfhe place was illuminated, and the 
Viceroy received an| address, and we drove to the English 
House here. Mr. Li'ewellyn is the Mahai’ajah’s manager ; 
his wife is a Germqin, and they have most comfortable 
apartments in the (park. We were very tired after our 
long day, but dinner was not over till nearly eleven. 

1 Mr. Teimyt'4on died at Aden on his way home. 
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IVcclnesdaif, 3T-s^ — The m*ailKT is hot, Imi tlio atmo- 
sphere is very much drier than Caleutttu and so v;o do 
not suffer from it. After breakfast we \\eni to sc‘e tlie 
Maharajah’s Palace. It is a very line* house, and is \eiy 
well furnislied. lie has a nice library, and ilndio 
has a standing order to send him new hooks coery 
month, and ho sits and reads there, so that ilie house 
really looks lived in, though, as a mailer of fact, tlio 
Maharajah does not inhabit it yet. 

We had a very good opportunily for seeing a vlioh* 
zenana, as there was no one in it. sc-ries of dull 
rooms, the outer ones looking on to an iinu‘r court, and 
the inner ones with small ‘ port-liolov^ ’ looking on to 
a walled zenana garden. In the nuads rooms, there 
are pictures, books, pianos, flowers ; outside nice open 
verandahs with views of trees and water, svans and 
storks walking about; also a m(»st lovely orchid and 
fern house not only tilled with plants and (lowt'vs, ]>ut 
hung with cages of birds wlio ■warl)le ebariningly ; and 
there arc stables full of horses, and very well laid out 
gardens. 

In the palace is one room for durbarvs, where 
Maharajah sits on a cushion on the floor, and his nla- 
tions and subjects sit before liim. They all take off their 
shoes to enter his presence, and are most 3 'es])ectful to 
the head of their House. Anotlicr room is for prayer. 
It is empty, but there is one niche in the wall ready to 
receive the life-sized figure of a goddess. 

In the afternoon I performed tlie ceremony wldcli 
was the great object of our visit here. I laid the foun- 
dation-stone of the ^Dufferin Female Hospital/ The 
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Maliarajali provides the funds. He builds the hospital, 
dispensary, and rooms for the female doctor, and gives 
500 rupees a month to keep it up. He also offers monej^ 
inducements to the country nurses to come in and be 
trained ; so this establishment promises to be all that we 
can desire, and D. and I were very glad to come here to 
show our appreciation of it. There was no very par- 
ticular feature in the ceremonial, but it was more than 
ordinarily agreeable to me to perform it. When it was 
over, we walked across the road and saw some horribly 
fierce black leopards, who rushed wildly at their bars and 
show’ed the whitest teeth and the greenest eyes while 
they growled and snarled at us. There were also some 
rather fine tigers born in captivity. 

We took a drive and came home to dress for the 
banquet. It was in the new palace, and in a very 
fine hall with so lofty a ceiling that punkahs were im- 
possible. We w’^ere glad of this, but the other people, 
W'ho are not happy unless they are in a draught, com- 
plained of the heat, and an army of men came in, each 
bearing a gigantic fan, which they proceeded to wave 
violently behind all the chairs. We were at the top of 
the T table, so we were independent, and did not have 
any behind us, but we could feel the air from those in 
front, and the vigorous movements of the men and the 
flapping about of these great fans gave a lively ap- 
pearance to the scene. They were very inconvenient to 
the servants, and one wondered that none of the turbans 
or of the dishes were swept on to the floor. 

The Maharajah came in at the end of the dinner 
to propose the Yiceroy’s health. He did it so -well in 
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English that I must try to send you his spc^'ch. I am very 
glad of his strong I'xpj-essiou of opinion in favonr of n;y 
Scheme, asheis a very high-easlo Brahmin, i'hol’ihar 
Horse, who were present, made a very warm andionee. 

Very soon after dinner we left, the !^^aharaJa■h ariv- 
ing with us to the station. VTe slept hi ilio irain, whieii 
only moved on at 4 .1.11. 

Thursday, Ajml isl . — At 7 a.m.wc got into the steamer, 
re-crossed the Ganges, and got hack to om- oun railway 
carriages. 

We travelled on till three, when tlio IMaharajah of 
Benares met us, and we drove eighteen miles ioChiddda 
with him. He is such a very nice old man, such a 
gentleman, and he would come all this way to meet the 
Viceroy, though we begged him not. We arc his guests, 
and the camp is under a gi'ove of trees, and is very 
shady and comfortable. 

Sunday, 4th . — We liave had two days’ sliooting; 
but as they exactly resemble each other, I will idl 
you about them together. Thc}'C were three or four 
‘beats’ each day. We started off on elephants at 
ten in the morning, and rode to some placas in the 
jungle, where we were deposited by our • animals,’ and 
there we found a series of arbours prepared. J). and I 
and the old Maharajah and his Munster, who speaks 
English perfectly, wears an eyeglass in ont' I've, and has 
a funny twinkle in both, an A.I).C. of ours, and some 
servants (gamekeepers) sat in one, and llie rest of 
■our party distributed themselves in the others. Then 
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silence prevailed, and the distant sound of l)eaters bi-oko 
upon our ears, and we looked with anxiety and excite- 
ment through the port-holes in our arl)our. The great 
amusement of the shoot here is that you never know 
what sort of animal wdll appear next. We counted 
thirteen species that w^e did see, and we might have had 
bear too. There were several kinds of deer, sambar, 
wdiich is a very large one, eheeta, which is spotted 
and has a line head, wuld boar, wild dog, foxes, jackal, 
hyena, &c. The pig were very exciting, and one nearly 
charged into our retreat, and did cut a man with his tusks. 
They are such fierce animals. The doe, wdiich w^e did 
not shoot at, w^ere very pretty to watch, because they 
came quite close up to us and looked in at our windows, 
and then, seeing wdiat they saw, disappeared in an 
instant. Tlie monkeys too, whom we treated as fellow- 
creatures, were most amusing. Such troops of them 
w^ere disturbed by the noise, and rushed past us carry- 
ing their babies, but, recovering themselves in the 
interval between the shots, they played and jumped 
about quite near to us. In the middle of the day we 
had lunch, and betw^eeii the beats we looked at all the 
dead animals and discoursed upon our adventures. 

The old Maharajah is so cheerful, he almost talks too 
much in a shooting arbour, but he is so nice one forgives 
him that. He has a quite white moustache and long white 
hair, and when out shooting he was dressed in bright 
green and w'ore a green cap with a peak, for he once was* 
quite blind and now his sight is not good. He had us all 
photographed, and was so amused because he had for- 
gotten to take off his own blue si)ectacles for the picture.. 
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He lias ail adopted son, a very good shot, and his son, 
a boy of eleven, who is very big, is always viih his 
grandfather, and also wore a ])rilliaiii gn'f'iu At eaeh 
new beat there was a neiv set of arbours. 

The first and second nights wc weiii to bod voi-y (‘arly, 
but the third we had some danuiug and native music*. 
The nautch was very pretty, the women liaving most 
lovely drosses, and being more active in tluir inovmnents 
than usual. 

We had a quiet Sunday morning, tind in the after- 
noon drove over from the camp to a house in JJenares, 
where we stay as the Maharajah's guests for a few days. 
Terence and Mr. Eosen mot us there. Wo had a icry 
dusty drive, and w’ere glad to find ourselves in a ni(*e 
comfortable house, and to sit out on a l)tilc()ny and have 
tea. 

Mimdaij, ^ih, — We paid a really very interest ing visit to 
some native ladies this morning. Tl]e head of the lamsc 
had collected his womenkind in a nice little houses c>f his 
own with a pretty garden, but I found that lliey live all 
the year round in the city and have no sueli gay oullook 
to their zenana. The husband himself nnd me at the 
gate. He said he had never seen tlie fa-ces of his 
daiighters-in-law, and could not speak to lus own wife in 
the presence of his son. 

In the afte]*noon D. and I did a round of insiiiu- 
tions. We went to the Prinec of Wales College, wliero 
on one side wc saw a number of nati^'o young men 
preparing for the universities —all intend eventually 
to obtain posts under Government, for no other pro- 
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fession ever seems to be thought of ; and on the other side 
some older men, who sat on the floor and who were 
all learning Sanscrit. A hymn in that language was 
read to us ; it sounded pretty, but curious, very sing- 
song, and with long ms sounding at the ends of words. 
Next w'e went over a hospital, where there were ninety- 
three beds, and 200 outdoor patients a day. They say it 
only costs S5o rupees a month, which seems very cheap. 
Our third visit was to the Maharajah of Vizianagram’s 
School. About 600 girls are educated there, and when 
it was first opened an inducement of four rupees a head 
was offered to i)apils. At first there were only two 
students. Now they pay them a few pence only, and 
12,000 girls have passed through it, all having learnt 
something. 

We had tea with Mr. and Mrs. Walton. Ho is 
the son of D.’s first schoolmaster, an old gentleman who 
is still alive. Mr. Walton is the engineer in charge of 
the splendid railway bridge which is being built over the 
Ganges. We visited the works, and had a very alarming 
walk on thin jolanks at an enormous height over the river, 
and then we each put some rivets into the bridge with an 
hydraulic driver. The least touch does it. 

In the evening we had some people to dinner, and 
the Maharajah gave a party at this house. Afterwards 
he came himself. I never saw a nicer or happier -looking 
old man. 

Tuesday, 6 th . — ^We have had a very long day. It 
began early and began badly, but was afterwards very 
pleasant and most interesting. 



i8S6 


BENABES 


15 


We started off in carriages at 7 a.m. to go to the 
Eajah’s Palace at Piamnugger, about eight miles up the 
river. We wore to drive to the Ghat and embark in a 
launch there, the great object being to sec all tlic ]')eople 
bathing in the sacred Ganges at this early ]]our in the 
morning. D. was a few minutes late, and I said I would 
go in the first carriage, which 1 accordingly did. Wo 
drove on for some time, and then it suddenly struck mo 
that we were on a country road and probably going the 
wrong way. We asked the coachman, ‘ T\liero arc you 
driving to ? ' and lie replied, ' To Eamniigger ;* ‘ ])ut/ said 
we in despair, ‘ we are going there bj^ river ; ’ so wc turned 
and made him gallop as fast as he could thi’ough tlie 
narrow streets of the town till w’e met a police insi)ecLo}*, 
who said, ^ No, not this way ; ’ so wo turned again and drove 
more furiously than ever to the Ghat, which he indicated, 
but no sign of the Viceroy there. Much conversation 
and bad Hindustani passed between us and the crowd at 
the Ghat, and our misinformcr prudently disappeared. 
We got into our carriages again, got once more to the 
place where we were before, and then met D.’s carriage, 
and were told by the coachman that the steamer had 
started, and that it would pick us up at the other Ghat. 
Back we went, and were waiting there when an English 
emissary from the Viceroy came to say that w'c were to 
join him where he was at the Bridge of Boats. Again we 
rushed wildly through the streets, and then found we had 
twice been quite close to the right place. The worst 
of it was that we were an hour and a half late, and had 
kept everyone waiting, and that as wc were to bi'cakfast 
on the way back, our little cup of tea before starting was 
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scarcely enough to support us through the long morning. 
The moment we had recovered from our fuss it began to 
be delightful. We moved slowly up the river, looking at 
the picturesque buildings, the temples, and the great 
flights of steps, and the quantities of boats, and the 
crowds of people bathing and fetching water, and carry- 
ing on their avocations on the banks of the river. These 
bathing ghats are really beautiful, and when covered with 
the picturesque inhabitants of Benares are the sight of 
the place. The palace is on the other side of the river, 
and when we got to it, we were carried back to Sir 
Walter Scott, whose novels always come before me on 
these occasions. The palace is a fort coming down to 
the water’s edge. The Maharajah's retainers were 
crowded on the walls, while he himself met us on the 
landing-stage, and we were carried in ivory and silver 
chairs up to the gateway, passing by handsomely capari- 
soned elephants, camels, and soldiers, into a court-yard, 
and were set down at the door, where real live men in 
armour were stationed. 

I handed the Maharajah up the stairs, and we all 
seated ourselves in the durbar hall — the Viceroy, the 
Maharajah, and me on one sofa. Before us, trays of 
rich materials were set down, which we said we accepted 
with the heart, though not with the hand, but we took 
a specimen of the ‘ kincob ’ which is made here, and 
which is a very thick and handsome brocade. Then the 
nautch dancers came forward, and a playful bear was 
led in, which there was not much difficulty in recognis- 
ing as a mere imitation of the real thing. They were 
all, however, most anxious to allay any fears we might 
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have upon the subject, and assured us often that it vas 
only a man. 

The Maharajah and his heir lauh noro splendid jewels, 
while we wore nice and shabby in Tei'ai JuiLs, hut our 
gentlemen wore black coats. Ii was all very elieorful 
and informal, and the ‘ Jvur Sahib,' or lu'h", took me 
out to show me his shooting, of vliie-h be is very pi’oud. 
A man tlirows up a rupee and lie hits it, and the rupee 
disappears for over. 

We passed through curious binding piissages and 
down steps to the river, and got on to our Ijoal, and 
crossed to a great tent put up on a raft or on barges, 
where a bi-cakfast banquet was spread, for which we 
were all very ready. There was also a nauteh going on, 
and tve gently floated down the stream in this Imviirious 
manner till we were ready to re-ombark in the launch 
and come home. 

A little rest for us, some business for D., then lunch, 
and afterwards more siglit-seeing. At the Town Hall 
were collected specimens of the various manufactures of 
Benares, and in a Shamiana outside wo saw tile people 
working at then- trades; we drove to the entrance of 
the bazaars, and, gottmg out of the carriage, walked 
aU thi’ough the narrow streets. They arc paved, and 
are so narrow that you could touch each side if you 
stretched out your arms. The lirass bazaar was tlie 
prettiest one we saw, every little shop was full of brass 
pots and cups and vessels and gods of all sorts, but there 
are also some fine houses of rich men on those streets, 
and one of the ‘ Eothschilds ' of the place came out to 
speak to us. 
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We went on to sec tlic most sacred temple in this 
most sacred city of all India. I cannot say that I 
admired it ; the sacred dirt of ages is too evident, and 
there is no pretence of anything fine in the way of 
architecture or ornament about it. There is a holy well 
in the centre of a small dingy covered court, into which 
worshippers pour rice and flowers as offerings to the god 
who is supposed to he at the bottom of it, and then they 
drink the w’ater ! Does this not appeal to one’s imagina- 
tion rather disagreeably in these days of filters and other 
sanitary arrangements 9 The symbol of the goddess is 
a bit of stone, and we W'cre not allowed to enter the 
shrine where it was. The priest read in Sanscrit, and 
afterwards in English, a hymn ’which is really fine, and 
which I hope to send with this. The tcniifie is called 
the ^ Golden Temple,’ but only one little bit of the out- 
side is gilt. Wherever one goes, whether to the Maha- 
rajah’s Palace, or to a temjple or school, one is struck 
with the charming way in which the hosts receive their 
guests ; there ai'e so many little attentions paid, wreaths 
of flowers and bouquets always ready, and in the case of 
the Maharajahs generally some little gift, such as iflioto- 
graphs, a stick made from the wood of the place, or 
a little scent-bottle is given. The priests were full 
of similar attentions, and we looked like walking flow^er 
gardens when we left. 

We proceeded next to the Anna Puma Temj)lo, where 
the sacred bulls live. This was really rather trying, for 
the odour was not nice. There are cows and bulls all 
round the enclosure, and a shrine in the centre. The 
most sacred bull of all, instead of being a magnificent 
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aniiiialj is small and dolormed. Ilis nose looks krokcn, 
and liis nnder-jaw proLvudcs, and ono i yo k.as a iiinip 
on it, and, moreover, lie seemed (‘xt>\inely irriialdo. 
Over-mucli kindness has probably sj)odt his iein])er. I 
was rather glad to get out of this pkieo. 

We proceeded to seo the Obsorvalory, whit-li was 
built l)y the same man and on tlie same prhicij)le as the 
one at Jeypore. We saw there a pi<‘ce of useless art 
work, which was curious. A piece of \^]lat a])peared to 
be very fine tapestry was set before us. It j*i‘pn sented 
two large figures, and I was examining the ti‘\’tiireuf tlio 
material when the artist shoved us tbaf it was merely 
powder upon water ; ho put his linger into it, ami rocked 
it gently about. It was most cleverly done. 

Then we looked in at an Orjdianage, where the 
youngest pupil, being asked to say the English alphabet, 
set off like a machine, and was stopped with difficulty 
when he had got through it about tln’oo and a half 
times. After this we got into our carriages and drovi' to 
Nandesar, which is the name of our house. 

In the evening we went out to sec the ^\'ater Festival. 
This is a religious fete which takes place oucc a year, 
and we were lucky to como in for it. Every man in 
Benares tries to get out on the river, and when wo j)cuo- 
trated through the multitude prej^aring to embark and 
got into our barge, we foimd ourselves in the middle 
of a crowd of boats. They wore most curious looking, 
most of them two storeys high, and all (juitc full of 
people. In many of the larger ones chanddiers were 
hung, music was playing, and nautches wore going on. 
We moved slowly along through this floating population, 
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admiring them and the illuminations on shore. The 
great flights of stairs leading from the toTO down to 
the ghats looked hcautifiil steps of fire, and the men 
attending to the lamps and i)assing rapidty along the 
linos of them were just like busy demons at work. There 
were fireworks wdiizzing and whirling about, and the 
firmament w^as bespangled with fire-balloons. ’When 
we had enjoyed this scene for some time, we got on 
board of the great Shamiana-boat, wiiere we had break- 
fasted in the morning. It was brilliantly lighted up, 
and when we were properly enthroned, a nautch 
began ; then fearful shouts were heard, and two demon 
kings rushed wildly in, flourishing their swords about ; 
the dancers made w’ay for them, and they pranced 
round until a jester followed and joked with them. 
More gods, and a prince and princess, and a fakir came 
on from time to time, and sat on dining-room chairs of 
a truly British pattern, and fought and shouted a good 
deal, wdiile at one side of them another very curious 
performance was going on. A woman wearing a white 
muslin sari w’-as sitting on the floor making great pre- 
parations. Her costume required much arrangement. 
She tied her loose flowing robe about her ; she twisted a 
shawl into two round coils before her ; she put a very 
sharp sw'ord in front of that ; she examined the bells on 
her fingers and on her legs ; and then she knelt on the 
shawl, one knee in each coil, and, pulling the muslin 
over her face, took hold of the sword in her teeth by the 
blade. Then slie twisted herself backwards and forwaixls 
and round about as if she were made of india-rubl)er, 
and flung her arms round her head, and to and fro, 
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without over touchinj^ th.o swurcl, wlihli 
one's eyes with iior rapid movomeiilH; liad r'h* 
tlio blade ever so sligliliy, it would lunv can iS' i’ : ‘‘: i> to 
bits. She iioxt put the sword down, and <'iul 

swaying herself about, a sort ol*A\]uto ])uudl(‘. s;.., played 
the bells on her arms and lingers and ended .'-f a knot- 
on the floor. It was midnight and time ■-> ciepari, as 
we had had rather a hard day. 

Wednesdiijy yth . — I was energetic, and gnr up (-arly 
and went down to the river again to do some ])lua' igraphs. 
Mr, and Mrs. Walton took mo in their launch mid gave 
me breakfast, and I enjoyed the fresh morning air, the 
lovely view of Benares, the people bathing, and tlie 
boats still out and still full of i)assengers. I )}(dic‘Ve they 
will keep up this feast for three or four days, and \vill 
remain most of the time on the water. 

We left the house finally at twelve, but lieforc' that I 
interviewed a lady doctor whom the Maharajah of Vi.:ian- 
agram has placed at Benares. She is English, and is of 
the hospital-assistant class, only liaving luid two years' 
training. Ho pays her Rs. 150 a month, and ghass lior 
a carriage and a servant, but allow’s lierto take no fees, 
I w^as very much surpiisod to hear that a ricli family 
here accepts medical aid from her wutlioat ]*aying An* it. 
In fact, the gentleman told her himself that tliey ^ o 1 )jected 
to fees on principle ; ’ the alternative which tliey do not 
object to is practically receiving it as charity fi-om llio 
Maharajah of Yizianagram. 

We again met all our friends at tlio Bridgi* of Boats, 
and the dear old Maharajah was smarter and more 
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cheerful than ever. He took us on board the raft, 
and again we sat in state with a nautch going on, and 
then had lunch, and then more nautch till it was time 
to start for the railway station. The Maharajah sat 
between us, and was so amused squirting rosew’ater at 
the Viceroy and all the Staff, and he wetted my pocket- 
handkerchief, and everybody had their share of this 
water festival ! Then w'e were all put into rose-vreaths, 
and I handed the old gentleman down to the other 
boat, and he came with us to the station. As the train 
w^ent off he called out ‘ good-bye ’ and a blessing in 
Persian, and I think we all parted the very best of 
friends. 

We had a short journey to Allahabad, and 'sverc met 
there by Sir Alfred Lyall, and drove up to his house. 
We hope W’e shall be less troublesome guests than we 
were at Lucknow^ wdien D. fell ill. 

Tlnirsdai/, 8th . — The fimction of the day was the 
opening of the Muir College and unveiling the statue of 
Sir William Muir in the great hall. The architect, Mr. 
Hemerson, has given the building an Oriental character, 
and two large domes are covered with coloured tiles. 
Sir Alfred Lyall and the Viceroy made speeches, and 
Sir William Muir was congratulated by telegram, and wo 
examined all the rooms and the handsome colonnades, 
and looked at the views, and expressed our hopes it 
would some day blossom into a university, and that 
something would be done within its w’-alls to promote 
technical education in the country. 

There was a dinner and an evening party at the 
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Lyalls, and we sat out in a Blianuana talkino to ditforent 
pcoido till bod-time. 

Frida (j, gilt. — "We left Allahabad at twclvo o\d(H'lv,. 
and to Cawnpovc at two. Thu C'oinniissioiU'r, l]c, 
Moulc, took us to see all the intensiba.* thin.L»s in tliis 
the most depressing of all places eojoiected \\Ub the 
Indian Mutiny. 

The Massacre Ghat looks peaceful and ]a-eUy lanv. 
but one could see the ravine do^^u vhicii the ^iciims 
toiled in the hot sun, and could imagine the l>oats 
grounding on the sand, and the treaclierv that a^^ait(*d 
them at the water's edge. We were alsu shown tile sites 
of the houses and the wells, and the ^^^lys by wliieli the 
I)Oor people had to run out at night to frU-h water. t)no 
survivor was there to explain it to us. 

The Memorial Church is full of sad sugge^stious. 
The whole way round the altar is lined vith niarldo 
tablets separated from each otlu*r l)y narrow lines of 
black, and each covered with columns of uaiues. Tlic 
first begins with General Wheeler, Giis wife and fumity/ 
and these words are constantly added to hoiiie name all 
dowm the list. 

The Memorial Well in the centre of the Memorial 
Gardens is, however, the saddest spot of all. Tlie well 
has l)een filled in, and is surrounded by an oi’iiaiUimtal 
wall, inside of which, in the centre, stands a while marWo 
figure of an angel. She leans against a cross, and lias 
long wings touching the ground ; her arms are crossed, 
and she holds a palm-hrancli in each hand, andlier lieacl 
is bent, with the eyes looking down. We did not think her 
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face 'was quite beautiful enough, but the Miiulo thing 
suggests sorro'w, silcneo, anu solemnity, unci so J'ar is 
successful. No native is ever allowed to enter this en- 
closure, and they have to get jDasses to conic into the 
garden. It is very 'well kept, and is full of roses and 
flo-wering shrubs. Close to the well is a small white cross 
marldng the spot wliore the house stood. 

Some people say that we should try to forget tliesc 
misfortunes and the experiences of the Mutiny; but 
others consider that wo cannot remember them too -veil, 
and that wo should not let the people imagine that we 
have forgotten them. 

We ladies went to tea with Mr. Moulc, and D. came 
there too, but ho had first to go over the Government 
Harness Factory, where the smells were dreadful. 

We dined outside our railway carriage on a siding, 
and ■went to bed there, the train moving on in the middle 
of the night. 

Saturday, loth . — A warmish day in the train, arriving 
at Umballa at five o’clock. We sleep in a bungalow- 
hotel, where we are very comfortable. 

Sunday, i itli . — ^About three in the afternoon we drove 
on to Pinjore, and slept in the Eajah of Patiala’s little 
Water Palace at the foot of the hills. 

Monday, 12th, to Monday igth . — ^We had a delightful 
day for driving up to Simla, but we found the place 
looking very brown and ugly. A terrific hailstorm some 
days before had destroyed all the rhododendrons, and had 
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stripped tliG grei^n oii tlio banks and ])!>!> hail- 
stones had left marks In places as lhoTi;j,:i had 

l)Con fired into the ground, liowever, the S’ni slu^no for 
us, and our cottage ioo!:od wtirin and conftb.daMe. The 
vei'y fe\Y imjn’OYCinonts ^Yhicl^ yyo luive ventured to make 
in this condemned house have ])Cin luo^'t successra! ; 
and a hit of verandah which 1 have taken into the 
drawing-room gives light and Y*ariety to wluit was a very 
dull and dark room. IsLj own little Ixuuloiv is decked 
out in the freshest and most English of cliinlzi'S, and is 
a delightful sancUim. I), lias had a great deal more 
light let into his study, and ho looks very coniforlahle 
too, sitting over his lire. At lirst wt' found the weather 
extremely cold, and as our winter elotlios had not arrived 
we shivered in cottons, and then vhen tliey did come we 
were acclimatised, and thought the woollen ones rather 
warm. The sun does shine very ])rightly, and it really 
is very delightful here now. 

A little fire, and a wide-open window, and a ])a]cony 
to wander out on, and distant views of gli'aming* snows, 
help to make up a very endurable indoor oxislcnci*. 
In the afternoon wc ride, or walk, or go up to look at 
the new house as it rises from the ground ; s]ieculale 
as to whether the rooms are big enougdi ; think what a 
splendid view there will be from almost all our windows; 
and watch the crowed of men at work. 

One afternoon we went down to Aiuiandale to tilt 
at the ring ; everyone enjoyed it so much. I sat and 
looked on, but the others rode wiklly by me on points, 
stick in hand, looking very fierce and diiicvminod as they 
passed; they were all Y^ery much pleased with them- 
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soItcs, and thouglit they had made very good play. ]). 
liked it too, and v’e had a nice ride back up the sunny 
side of tile hill. 

Tuvf^thuj, 20th,— 1 received visits to-day; Imt as I 
wanted to have a little time to see and speak to people, 1 
was ‘ at home ’ in the afternoon instead of in the morn- 
ing*, and made the I’oeeption soiaething of a garden 
party. In iact, the only dificrence made in my arrange- 
ments to mark the distinction was that the band did not 
play, and that the people who came wrote do\Mi their 
names in a book as thej’* do when they call. This was 
the first opportunity there had been of meeting, so evei’y 
one seemed very pleased to have the chance of seeing 
‘ who is liere ? ’ ‘ arc there any beauties ? ’ ‘ what new 
gowns are there ? ’ and ^ how is everybody looking ? ' and 
to pick up shreds of gossip. 

I think I can answer most of these questions for you. 
Everyone has brought up either a daughter or a sister : 
there are ninety young ladies and there arc few mc]i ; 
the gowuis w’ere not remarkable — I hear the new ones 
do not come out till after Easter ; and the gossip was 
chiefly on the sul)ject of the various maladies from ■which 
some absentees arc suffering. 

Friday, 23 ?y?. — W e 'went to church in tlie morning, 
and in the afternoon I drove a new and most delightful 
trap I have got. At home I suppose you would call it a 
bath-chair, but hej*c it is a jinrickshaw wTrli a pony in 
it; and it is quite my own invention, for no one in Simla 
has ever before thought of having anything less than a 
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team of four or iivo men to ilrtuv tlunn. I’lu' Intii' car- 
riage itself is very prelly; and the ]'eny. r\ii:(h a \car 
ago was the delight of an English eostermi'iigcrV I'ainiiy. 
is perfection — so good and so strong, an iiuiiivr- 
enco to what is going on around liini vliiih in.-jiM-i'- 
complete confidence. lie trots along on his owi way, 
lookmg neither to the right nor to the lei'i, inn 'an id )y 
sights or sounds, or hy the eonteniplation of tlu' su-cjt 
hills up which he has to drag me. Ills name is .\Iike. 
and he is a treasure. 

Monday, 26th, to Saturday, May ikI . — A v. devoid 
of much incident. On Easter Monday a long ciaicert 
for the Zenana Missions, half sacred and half secular 
music. I only stayed for tho first part, and then drove 
myself home in my ‘Midge ’--which leads me to conli s.s 
that on the next day tho admirable kfike ran away uith 
me. Happily the road was a safe one, but tlie .vciie 
was exciting, xk smart outrider in red trotted lieforc me, 
but kept rather too near the pony's nose, and it sud- 
denly struck this little steed that ho was taking ]iart in 
a trotting race ; naturally ho irat his best foot forward, 
and the harder 1 pulled tho hardei' he trotted, and 1 
called to Lord William, whom, luckily, 1 hud just niei. 
that I could not hold Mm. Then, -Tohn Giliuji wa- 
nothing to it! Tire man in red trotted furiou.-.ly jind 
hustled everyone out of tho way; next canm Ih r l,ad\- 
ship tearing along, rushing round water-ciirts drawn by 
sleepy bullocks which were slow to move, and threadin'.' 
through foot passengers suul led hors(s; llien came 
Lord Wilham snatching at my reins, losing hi.-, hat. 
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telling mo it was all right, &c. I did not lose my head, 
nor was I lialf as frightened as I generally am when I am 
being driven hy an experienced whip, and when ojigo Mr. 
Mike had been stopped I drove him liome most calmly; 
l)iit I assure you it was a scene ! I have not yet confided 
it to D., who w’ould be much alarmed. Ho shall hear it 
after I have diivcn the little creature a few’' times more. 
I have, however, taken some extra precautions for my 
safety, as Simla is not a place to play tricks in. 

We had tea at Inverarm wuth Lord William. His 
house is a very nice one, and it is full of pretty things. 
He often leiids us his silver for our table, and I have 
seldom seen any so pretty. He has a very handsome set 
of Eurmesc bowds ; they are of poi’foratod and embossed 
silver. Another large sot is of Tanjorc w’ork ; that is, 
silver raised on a copper ground. These are most effective- 
looking. The worst of buying silver here is that the 
duty on taking it home is so very heavy. When I re- 
turned from this bachelor entertanament, I had a little 
tea of my owm for the tw’o nurses who have been im- 
ported for the rdpon Hospital. 

Saturday^ May Sth . — The Gymkhana to-day w’as a 
very amusing one. The Commander-in-Chief led off with 
tent-pegging, and himself won the priise amid the cheers 
of the bystanders. There w^as a little steeplechase, in 
which all the horses went the wrong side of the jumps, 
and ran up banks which were off* the course, and behaved 
generally in a frolicsome manner. Then three budgets 
were laid down, and gentlemen on horseback tried to drop 
potatoes into them as they rode by at a gallop, and never 
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sueeccdocL The prettiest race of all was a tandem race, 
riding one and driving another pony in front ; the three 
couples kept very evenly together, and the finish we.s 
most exciting. 

I have not given you any account ycL of our arrange- 
ments here, and how our large party is distributed. 
Blanche and Fred live in a cottage called Bc.itsonia, 
which is quite close to us. They have only got to run 
dou n some steps to got here. Maj or Cooper, Dr. Find! ay, 
and Lord Herbrand live m the Boorj, also very close 
to us, but not very nice, as it has a high bank at the 
back of it. Mr. Wallace and Mr. MacFerran inhaliit 
Khud Cottage, situated on a small precipice overlooking 
the road. Inverarm is the name of Lord William’s 
palatial residence, where he resides in solitary grandeur ; 
and near him in Mount Pleasant are Captams Gordon 
and Balfour. Terence’s Annandale View is on a pro- 
montory commandmg a splendid poop of the snows, and 
quite deserves to be called a ‘ Bijou Bcsidenco.’ It is 
rather far off, but has the gi-eat merit of ])oing on the 
same level as this house, while Inverarm and Momrt 
Pleasant are on a higher peak, and still more in the 
clouds than we are. 

Wednmlay, A little ‘lark’ to which we have 

been looldng forward began to-day. Wo always do 
tremble over the weather, wliich delights in making u.« 
anxious, and, as a great expedition was on hand, we 
studied it more than ever to-day. It smiled upon us, 
and after lunch we aU rode out to The Gables, an inn 
in the neighbourhood of the Sipi Fair, the whole of which 
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^ve have talccn for tlireo niglits. Here wc arc now, and 
most smisliiny, and pleasant, and comfortable it is. Wc 
bad tea, and took a real country walk ; and then wo 
dined, and one of our servants did some conjuring tricks 
before us, and the gentlemen showed off what they could 
do in that line, and after that to bed. 

The Oahks^ Thursday, — Such a lovely day, and 

such a view from this house ! Imagine looking through 
a frame of green leaves, and branches, and trunks of 
trees on to a rolling sea of mountains ; the brown 
rippling hills near at hand gathering in magnitude and 
in deptli and variety of colouring as they get farther 
from you, and ending in a great range of glistening 
snow mountains, which look like crested waves dashing- 
up against the clear blue sky ; that is our view. We 
admired it, and looked at the people going to the fair. 
I took some pictures of them, and I even committed the 
almost sacrilegious act of trying to condense the splendid 
and gorgeously coloured map which Nature had spread 
before us into 8^ inches of plain brown photograph. I 
shall probably be punished when I see the result. 

We all rode down the hill, and enjoyed as much 
as wc did last year seeing the people on the way. A 
long zigzag of bright colours, curious dresses, curious 
types of face, and strange vehicles — jhampans, ricksha-ws, 
horses, mules, all winding through the Avood; and 
the crowd collected at the bottom, the whirling rn'eny- 
go-rounds, the little shops, the sacred cow with three 
ears, the never-ending tom-tom playing, and all the 
other humours of the day. We again admired the bank 
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of fair ^Yoiuen ; \yo riiiroiHh, mul aio a 

great liiiu'li jirovidecl ])y uur staff, aiid again sat inhUa' 
a Sliaiiiiana and saw ii policeman in uiiifoi'm sliooliiig 
at another man’s logs, and tlancing ^Yitl! joy ^aIk'd lie 
succeeded in hitting Iiiin. 

After this a great honour AYas paid us. .V god ayus 
brought a A’ery long AYay fj'oin the oilier side of tlie 
Sutlej to see us. It AA^as borne on long poles on nn'ii's 
shoulders, and AAaas jumped up and clown l)eln'v us. It 
AA-as a A'ery stran go-looking thing. At the lo[) of it AYas 
a small circle of silA'cr AYith jingling tiling’s attached to 
it; next came a much AA’ider circle of black horse-hah* ; 
under that there AA’cre brass faces, and then a quantity 
of petticoats hanging about, from under ayIucIi the polos 
came. It had no lArotoiision to lieing a figure. 

Friday, 14//^. — Another most loAxdy day for a fiiriher 
expedition. AVo rode off after breakfast through pine 
AAwds to Naldera, a distance of seven miles, witli a 
mountain aucay sometimes on one side, sometimes on the 
other, sometimes on botli. I described the place to you 
last year. D, had not soon it before, and lie enjoyed 
the ride and the holiday, and the nice open look it has, 
and the vieAv of the Sutlej. On the AYay ho told fairy 
tales in Persian to his policeman. AVe lunched and sat 
under the trees, some talking, some sleeping, and 
reading a iigay novel about to be published, on Avliich 
the author wants a * candid ’ opinion. Then v^e redo 
back to The Gables, the woods being gay Avitli the 
brilliantly clothed AA^omen returning fi-om the fail* ; and 
we all agreed we had had a most delightful day. 



32 OUB YICEBEGIL LIFE IN INDLi ch. viii 


Salurliij/f 22)1(1 . — In the morning I went over tlie 
Eipon Hospital, ^vliicli is really a very perfect one. 
The situation is lovely, and all the Avards ai’c clc'an, and 
bright, and comfortable. There are some ]-ooms for 
paying patients, which ought to be the greatest boon 
to people here who have not good houses of their own. 
Nothing can be nicer than they are, and a lady nurse is 
in attendance. From this I went on to a bazaar for the 
Zenana Missions, and then home. 

In the afternoon there was a most amusing Gymkhana. 
Lord 'William drove nine ponies, riding on a tenth him- 
self, and managing the whole set most beautifully ; but 
the excitement of the day was a ^ Victoria Cross llace.’ 
Every man provided himself with a largo figure, which he 
was to rescue from off tlie field of battle ; these dummies 
looked so funny standing and sitting about before the 
race. Great care had been taken to dress them well, 
but some were very soft and flopped about, while others 
were as stiff as pokers, and prcternaturally tall. Some 
\vere in uniform; one was an 'Ayah,’ and Lord 
Whlliam’s w'as a ' Special Correspondent.’ First of all, 
the riders, embracing their dolls, carried them off' to a 
certain part of the field, where they strewed them about 
like wounded men. Then they went to the starting-post 
and galloped up to the figures ; each man dismounted, 
picked up his doll, and flew back. Lord William 
was first, but unluckily in jmnping the last hurdle he 
hit his head against a post, which should not have been 
there, cut it l^adly, fell off, and clasping the Special Cor- 
respondent in his arms, held up that useful creature to 
staunch his wounds, and staggered up into the dressing- 
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room streaming nntlr blood. Ho did not, bowoTer, 
really hurt himself, and lie says lie did not even have 
a headache after it. 

Monday, 24t/(.— This day, the Queen’s Birthday, Avas 
to haA-e begun a most gay official Aveek for us, but early 
in the morning we heard of General Hughes’ death, and 
Ave have put off the ball. I am so sorry about him. He 
Avas appointed Military Member of Council in the Avinter 
in succession to General Wilson. He loaves a AA'ife and 
family. It is A’ory sad. 

Wo have put off the ball for a Aveok, but the official 
dinner and the levee took place. 

Tuesday, 2^th. — D. attended General Hughes’ funeral 
at 7.30 this morning. 

In the afternoon I Avent to a lecture on the Silver 
Question. Noav the Silver Question is one upon which 
we tln'nlr you English people most callous. "WHiy you 
will persist in a gold standard to the ruin of us and of 
yourselves, we can’t imagme; and we are noAV about 
to exert ourselves to convert you to bi-metallism. With 
that view we have formed a ‘ Silver Association,’ and 
Mr. Molesworth, a most faithful apostle of that creed, 
has begun the attack in this lecture. I commend tire 
subject to yom: attention. We bear'd all about the 
‘ ffuctuations in the production of gold Avith relation to 
silver,’ and the ‘ fluctuations in the relative pj'ice of gold 
and silver,’ and wo had little diagrams which looked as if 
some patient was terribly ill Avith fever, and his temper- 
ature was flying up and doAtn in an alarming manner. 

VOL. n. D 
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These little maps really sho\recl the vagaries oi gold, 
silvor, and commodities ; but I am sure I have said 
enough to make you feel your own ignorance, and that 
is the first step towards improvement. 

D. has set up a Persian valet, in order to improve 
his Persian. The man speaks his own language, but 
blows nothing about clothes. D.’s dressing consequently 
is long. When ho asks for his trousers, the man salaams 
and says, ‘ On my head and my eyes be they.’ When 
he inquires for his toothbrush, he says, ‘I am your 
sacrifice, here it lies hi the hand of your slave,’ &c., &c. 
and &c. 

P.S. — There is some doubt now as to whether the 
Persian valet does speak his own language ! 

Tuesday, Jime ist. — Our Queen's Ball was a very 
great success. The weather favoured us ; and by dint of 
putting up one great Shamiana for supper and another 
for sit ting in ; by dint of shutting in verandahs and 
taking off doors, we created a great deal of room, and 
there never was any inconvenient crush. We had two 
good floors and plenty of light. The high chimney- 
pieces, which reach up to the cehing, were filled with 
roses, all the men were in uniform, all the ladies in 
their smartest gowns, and ei’erybody in the best of 
spirits — and what could you want more? Except 
perhaps supper, and that was good too, and looked very 
nice. 

Wednesday, 2nd, lo Friday, 4th. — Preparations for our 
Eipon Hospital ESte filled a great part of omr time. 
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Parcels had to be tied up; notes of thanks for things 
sent to be m-itten, and many aiTangcme3its to be made 
by letter ; dolls had to have the linishing toiicdies put to 
their toilettes ; pins had to bo stuck into piii-eusliions ; 
tho binding fastened on to scrap-books ; the interior 
put into pen-wipers ; iiutograplis had to be collected for 
autograph-cards ; drawings to be completed, and so on ! 
And through all our work great anxiety in our minds 
as to the weather. 

On Friday afternoon we changed tho current of our 
thoughts by attending a lecture on 'Aurungzebc and 
the Grand Army/ whicli Mr. W. W. Ilunte]* gave. It 
was very interesting; and that evening being tho 4th 
of June, D. dined with Sir Frederick Eoborts to meet 
sixteen other Etonians. 

Satiirchif, $tli, — The great fete day comes at last ! 
And what about the weather ? Very cloudy at 6 A.at. ; 
very much better, thank you, at 9 A.ar. ; fits of cloudi- 
ness alarming me till 3 o’clock, and tlicai a settled con- 
viction in my mind that we were running a race with 
the storm, and that we should win with flying colours. 
And so we did ! 

All the morning we were bustling about, A last 
large contribution arrived for the Fish Pond, and had to 
be tied up ; the Shamianas on the lawn had to be set up ; 
the Photograph Table spread and its goods priced; 
the Cafe Chantant hung with advertisements, and all 
the little tete-a-tete tables arranged in it; tho Eaffles 
had all to be planned ; the Theatre to be put in order, 
and its thunder and lightning to be rehearsed ; my own 
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Lucky Box liacl to be placed ; and the Pish Pond made 
beautiful and attractive. 

Everyone connected with our house had a depart- 
ment, and we all wore bows of different colours to show 
to what section we belonged. 

The ‘gates’ of course began it at 4 p. m., as all 
arrivals passed through them ; and then we sot to work, 
and we who were busy had only a general idea of what 
was going on elsewhere. 

All our ventures did very w^ell, but the most satisfac- 
tory thing was that all the people and all the children, 
and they were legion, seemed very hai^py and very 
pleased with the things they got, and wo made altogether 
Bs. 3,730. 

About half an hour after the people had gone, a 
terrible storm came on. The dust was frightful, but I 
quite enjoyed the sound of it, for it was just too late to do 
the smallest harm ; a few hours sooner it would have been 
ruin to the things, and ruin to the financial undertaking. 

It has just struck me that perhaps you don’t know 
that I have been describing the ‘ Viceregal Garden Pete ’ 
in aid of the Punds of the Nursing Home and Pemale 
Ward of the Piipon Hospital. I quite forgot that you 
have not been talking and thinking about it for weeks, 
as I have. 

Tuesday, Wi . — I hope I have prepared your mind for 
a gay week. We are in the very midst of our season, 
and to-day, after a morning spent in receiving visitors, 
we rode down to the Eaces. 

The ‘ Sky Eaces ’ are held at Annandale, and although 
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I in many minds not to go to them, I Llioaglit it Y(Ty 
amusing Avlieii I got there. Seeing all one’s intimate 
friends got up as jockeys, and all the riding horses of the 
place appealing as racers, is amusing : and then the 
course is very small and the performers are iujver out 
of sight, and they look like toys galloping round a 
board; and one is able to get up a special interest either 
in a well-known man or a particular horse, and one sits 
amongst all the Simla society and is infected by a little 
of the surrounding excitement, and so the Simla ibices 
are rather lively. 

Wednesday, gth . — Blanche and I had rather a pleasant 
afternoon together. Blanclie had bcc^n to a dance the 
night before, so we wont a quiet ride — hi-st to ]\[rs. 
Hughes, wdioin I visited ; then wo rode on a long way to 
see the family of a native gentleman who has a house 
from which there is a most lovely view, but whicdi is in 
a most inaccessible situation. The little wife, whom I 
had been unable to see well before because her mother- 
in-law would remain in the room, is very pretty, and is 
so full of fun, it is quite nice to sec her. Tlie jiair are 
devoted to each other, and when we said to him, after 
leaving the room^ that w’c thought her pretty, the husband 
replied with enthusiasm. She fills his cartridges for him, 
and takes great interest hi his sport. We looked at her 
jewels, and he showed us some big stones — quite enormous 
they are. She laughed at them and said they w^’ero false, 
and that his ring -was glass, wiiilst her own were dia- 
monds. Then we examined the glass bangles w'hich all 
native women wear till they become widows, and she 
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squeezed up lior liand and took one off wiLL diriiculty. 
I showed lier my much larger hand, which could nevor 
get through such a tiny bracelet, and told her that I 
wore a wedding ring. Her rej)ly to this was tliat in this 
country they did not see each other until after they are 
married, and she showed how she had been coYcred up 
ill her veil. I said, ^yhat a pleasant surprise her husband 
must have had when she lifted it, at which she giggled 
and disappeared again beneath it for some moments. 
He speaks English perfectly, and quite startles one with 
the expressions ho uses so naturally. When you tell him 
some interesting fact, he exclaims, ‘What a rum thing,’ 
as if he had just come from Eton or Harrow. She 
feeds the wild monkeys from her door, and there was 
a big one eating up the flow’ers in the garden as we sat 
there. 

Thin'sdaij, July Sthy to Wednesday, i4ih , — Simla life at 
the present moment is scarcely varied enough to describe 
day by day. Aresume will be better than a detailed account 
of it. First and always foremost there is the interesting 
weather. It is really very nice this year ; line for some 
hours almost every day, and when fine perfectly lovely. 
Not so ‘ lovely ’ in itself as in the effect it produces on 
the landscape. The landscape, which hitherto had been 
looking most ugly and brown, has now blossomed forth. 
The most rugged of its mountains are tinged with green; 
the trees all look fresh and luxuriant ; and the playful 
clouds which disport themselves in the valleys and on 
the hill tops are Tvonderfully mysterious and beautiful. 
Last Sunday afternoon the views were quite magnificent. 
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The snowmoiintains sbono I'ovili in tlie bac'kf^ronnd, and 
between tboin and us wove iraiges (>i‘ tbe most iirdrnut 
green, divided amd softened by other ranges of Jlcoey 
clouds which simulated the shapes of the more solid 
hills; and over the whole strange landscape llitted lights 
and shades in bewildering variety. 

Another daj' I saw again an effect which 1 admired 
very much last year : very heavy dark clouds almost 
entii-ely covering the sky, but from undernoatli lliem, 
not through them, a light shi}iing which ilhuumatcs 
the hills. The effect is that of a very sunny landscape 
under a very dark sky. 

The worst bit of weather we have had was in and 
after church on Sunday mornmg. '\Vlien wo came out 
water was pouring in torrents everywhere, and 1 ])eticvc 
that downpour has pulled us up to om proper average 
for the wot month of July. Wo lilie to have our correct 
number of inches. 

At or near Umballa there were great -(loods. The 
railway has broken down, and letters and passengers are 
delayed. 

Though not w^orthy of very special record, we have 
had some things gomg on. We went to see I’j-ed’s })lay 
a second time ; we had the live o’clock chocolate tea 
given by the winner of the tennis match, its chief featun; 
being its unwholesome character. Hot chocolate followed 
by strawben-y ices ! Then my three young ones dined 
and danced at Lady Eoberts’, being asked without their 
chaperon, to keep somebody’s bu-thday. The smging 
quadrilles to be danced at my calico fancy bail have 
been practised, and everyone begins to be greatly pleased 
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with them, and to tliink that the general effect will he 
lovely. A few people arc still struggling to translate 
the word ‘cotton ’ into ‘velveteen,’ but Iw^on’t have it, 
and I believe w^e shall aU look very nice in our calico 
garments. 

We had a big dinner and a small drum, the 
latter a thing we seldom try here. I got it up for the 
Maharana of Dholpore, as we had promised to ask him 
to sing here some day. The only professional musician 
I asked w-as a Miss Toussaint, and the other performers 
were amateurs. We had singing and playing all the 
evening in one room, and tea and a nine-pin board in 
another ; and after he had finished his tw^o songs, one 
English and the other French, both of which he sang 
very w^ell indeed, the Maharana took to the game and 
got quite excited over it. The people I asked in the 
evening were only a very few who live quite close to us 
here : I did not like to bring any very long distances for 
this sort of entertainment. 

TJmrsclay, — We had a narrow escape of a bad 

accident to-day. We went out riding, and just as we 
got into the town, at a place where there are shops on 
one side of the road and a high rocky baiilc on the other,, 
a small landslip occurred, and a few barrowfuls of earth 
and small stones rattled down almost at our feet. The 
horses all started ; mine made a jump forward, and I 
then stood still for a moment, when more earth poured 
dowm, and I heard a scrimmage behind me. I did not 
dare to turn round, lest I should see something dreadful 
happening to the others. A man said, ‘ There’s a lady 
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down ; ’ and Major Cooper said, ^ I’m afraid shr's hurt.’ 
I knew it must be Blanche, wdio had been lU'xt uic, 
go I got off quickly and ran back, and round Ih*ed half 
carrying her into a shop, and she crying out about her 
back. We laid her on a sofa, and sent off for doctors 
and jhampans, and were much frighteuod for a few 
minutes. We soon saw, however, l)y her face tliat it 
could bo nothing really serious, and 's^lien ]')r. hranldin 
arrived lie said she was only bruised. AVhat haiipenod 
to her was that her horse shied bach against the 
verandah of the shop, and, breaking a post, got more 
frightened, slipped, and fell on his side, while Blanche 
w^ent over backwards and knocked her back and head. 
It ■was a great escape, for very many things might have 
happened to make it a really bad accident. As soon as 
she was better we put her in a rickshaw, took lici- home, 
and made her go to bed. 

Have I told you how gentlemen a 3 *e swathed in water- 
proofs when they ride here during the rains They 
have caps with flaps that protect the cars and nock, 
great mackintosh coats, and large aprons which are 
buttoned round the horse’s neck and round the man’s 
waist, and which entirely cover his feet and legs. The 
only disadvantage of this is that he is tied to his horse, 
and, in case of a fall, might have difficulty in getting 
clear. 

Tuesday, 20tli . — The last rehearsal of our singing 
quadrilles. Many people in the most feeble health, and 
I in great alarm lest more sliould break down. ITowe\'er, 
we made up the numbers, and the dancing wont very 
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Avell, and tlie fow spectators were complimentary hi their 
remarks. It iias l)GGn most amusing gotting it up. I 
sinill bo {][iiiic sorry Avhen it is over. In the o\'Gnmg 
some oi* our gentlemen put on their dresses, and they 
did look so comic in the midst of our ovci'ydaj’' sur- 
roundings. There was Lord Yfilliam as the most perfect 
Chelsea Pensioner, hobbling in on a stick and coughing 
painfully. Plis dress is all cotton, and is most lovely. 
T]]e coat is beautifully made, and he wears the decorations 
of many liattles, and his cap has a great peak to shade 
liis poor old eyes, but he lias not been able to witlistand 
the coquetry of wearing white trousers, and that is the 
only thing that is not strictly correct in his costume. 
But I do tliink that a Chelsea pensioner, liowcvcr rheu- 
matic, would wear white trousers in India, especially if 
he came to a Viceroy’s ball. Don’t you ? Mr. Posen is 
a magnificent Afghan. He looks so big in the clothes, 
and his coat is so splendid that you could not believe 
it was cotton if j^ou did not touch it. The colour is 
drab, with just a touch of gold embroidery on the neck 
and sleeves; it is very lo3ig and straight; and all the 
other garments are white. A belt and sword round his 
waist and a great turlmn complete the costume ; but the 
effect is greatly added to by his beard, which he dyes 
black, and by the peculiar Afghanish walk which he puts 
on. He is so pleased with himself that he has been 
walking all about Simla, and no one ever knows him. 
He went up to Fi-ed’s house last night, and the servants 
did not recognise him and showed him into the drawing- 
room, where he waited for some time, but as Prod did 
not come ho went away ; and when Blanche heard that 
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tliis strung or lidil dopoa-U-d, slio uislunl td tlic room mkI 
looked all round it lo soii Lliat lio luni hlolc-'. nothin,^. 
Mr. Wallace dressed up loo. lie is a.n A>m!' {.'liiertiiai, 
and a capital iigurc. Edward Eietclior is a. (lili’raUar 
IToor : all his garments are exlreinoly loose, ari,] Ik- gives 
a general impression of being very uncomj'.n'Lidilo and 
‘wishing he was in uniform.’ I liad beliter (ell vtai 
about ourselves now, as 1 shall not have time after iluj 
ball to do so. Y\k' four ladies all wear costumes copied 
from a Shoridmi picture ; but mine is orange, Nelly’s 
white, Eachel’s blue, and jllanche's ])inlc. IVe got the 
muslin dyed hero, and the tints are hcantifnl . The drc-sscs 
are round skirls very full and very soft, rather sliort- 
waisted bodies, and iiehus. (>ur heads are powdered. 
I wear a hat and carry a stick, but tlie others profcrr('d 
feathers in then’ hair. 

Wechiesday, 2iHi . — The Fancy Ball was one of tho 
very best I over saw: the dresses were lovi ly ; everyonu 
was so happy; and tho whole thing went wiLli s;o much 
spirit. I must try lo give yon some neeounl of it. .U 
6.30 Blackwell did one potvdci’ed head ; during oui- dinner 
she did another, and then I went u]-) lo dross, iind wo 
wore all ready by 9.30. Wc Halter oursoKc's v\(> looked 
very well, and all our Slaif had capital dresses. We went 
down early, to receive tho people and to see them as they 
arrived. There was a wonderful variety of eosiuna', ami 
I can only tell j’ou a few of them, ilirs. Clordou. our 
A.D.O.’s sistor-in-law, lookal very nice as a tltid-lly, 
with gold and white dress, and wings (m her shoulders 
and head. Miss Gough was an ‘adorable White Cnl,’ 
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swans’-clown trimmings, a little cloak consisting of Avliitc 
cats’ tails, and a pussy’s ears on her head. There wore 
two Tory good Incroyables ; one Undine^ ; a ‘ ‘\YhiLo Lady 
of Avonol ’ (Mrs. Bliss), whose oicn hair was loose, and 
touched tlio ground, I never sa\v such Lair. There was 
a J\[rs. Johnstone, who was most heautifully dressed 
with white muslin over blue, and a gigantic hat and white 
wig ; there was a Portia in red, and another College 
^Faiden in black. A great number of ladies and gcntle- 
nion belonged to the powder period, and oven in cotton 
their dresses looked handsome. The ^ Three Jolly Hunts- 
men,’ of whom Prod was one, copied Caldecott’s picture 
exactly, and were caintally dressed. Well, you may 
imagine it was amusing to see all our friends so dis- 
guised, and when the dancing began o]ie could study 
them at leisure. I must not forget to mention Mr. 
Elliott, the Commissioner of Assam, who came as a 
Manij)ur Chieftain — a real dress. Ilis headdress was a 
great height ; it consisted of a turban with a high point 
in front, over which was tied a curious jewelled puggaree 
wdiich passed under his chin. In the turban was a great 
plume, which knocked every chandelier and doorway. 
I must also tell you that Mr. Balfour had a harlequin 
dress, and acted the pa3*t to the life. 

A waltz came first, and then our singing quadrilles, 
which \verc so successful that we did them again later in 
the evening. We marched in, in two processions, entering 
at different doors, and subsided into our proper places. 
Soon after tliis I was sitting down looking on at the gay 
scene when an Arab gentleman came and said, ' How do- 
you do ? ’ I replied, and looked questioningly at him. 
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He said, ' I am afraid your Excellency does not know 
me/ I answered politely, ^'Well, I do think that L" 
know your face, but I can’t roinomhor wlio you are.’ I 
asked my iieii^h hours and j‘ackod my brains to think who 
it was, but gavo it up and walked away. Some one said 
to me after, ‘ That was lEis Excellency ! ’ I seoated the 
idea, but at the same time remarked to myself that the 
Viceroy had disappeared, so I roturned to my Aral) 
friend and found sure enough that it was he ! No o]io 
knew him. II(‘ had on spectacles, and woi*e a short black 
blue beard and moustaclie. Ho only ]vei)t on the dress, 
-which kfr. Balfour had got for him, for about half an 
hour, and the rest of the time was in plain clothes. 
There was one mysterious lady in a Cabul dress, which 
entirely covered her, and wdiieh had a piece of net ac]*oss 
the eyes to look through. She stood about all night and 
spoke to no one. These wore the only mysteries present. 
Just before supper we had a Polka Lancers — the ordinary 
figures danced to the polka time ; it is very lively and 
very hard work — that is wlij'-wo arranged to have supper 
directly after, that the dancers might rest. Wo had ten 
round tables for ten each, and seated lOO at a time, Nelly 
and Ptachcl led a short cotillon afterwards, which was 
very much liked, and all things ended with a waltz and 
a fast gallop, 

Mr. Pirn, the g3*eat hairdresser of the ifiace, did cughty 
ladies’ hair, so you may imagine how early some people 
had to begin their toilette, 1 hear the tradespeople say 
a calico ball pays almost better tlian an ordinary fancy 
ball. Everyone gets something new for it, while for a 
handsome dross they use such good material as they 
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may happen to possess of their own. And I think tliis 
is the reason all the dresses last night looked so well. 
They W’ere fresh and ingenious. 

The weather kept up during the evening, but lias since 
been odious. Our carriage road sli})ped half down the 
khud on Tuesday, and our gas-pipes burst in the morning, 
so v\’e wx're really fortunate that neither w^eatlier, road, 
nor want of light spoilt the ball. 

Mondaij, 26th . — The weather is once more the only 
interesting subject. During the day it was tolerably 
fine, and I went to a concert in the afternoon, but about 
ten in the evening it began to pour in a way that one 
imagined could only last a few minutes. Instead of that 
it went on for hours, and it seemed indeed as if the 
windows of heaven were opened. Comfortably in bed, 
we only suffered from the noise ; but those unfortunate 
people wdio were dining out were in great difficulties. 
Some stayed where they were for a couple of hours ; some 
remained all night ; some ventured out, and were wot 
through ; but the most tragic circumstance of all 
occurred to Mr. and Mrs. Carlo Bayley. They had 
had guests dining with them, who about one o'clock 
decided that they must go home, and they had just 
seen them off, and were talking over their entertainment 
in the drawing-room, when the house shook, and they 
heard a terrible noise, and rushing to see wffiat had 
hai>pened, discovered that a landslip had come bang into 
their dining-room, and that it was full of mud and 
stones. The staircase was shut off, and two babies were 
sleeping upstairs. Mr. Bayley managed to get at a 
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second narrow staircase, and, taking his children out of 
bod, ho and his wife and her sister and the iiurse, with 
these two bujidlcs of chihh'en wrapped in boddothes, 
had to scramble over the debris in the dining-room, and 
to go out as they wc 3 *e in their evening dress in the 
pouring rain. They waJked some distance in this melan- 
choly condition to their nearest neighbour’s house, and 
were taken in for the niglit and clothed and warmed. 
I believe a big tree came down on their house afto]* they 
had left it, and all their things in the \Yay of cliina and 
ornaments were smashed. This was the only landslip that 
did serious damage, but there are lots of them all over the 
place. 

Tuesday, 27ili , — I had such a quantity of visitors this 
morning, all the people who had been at the ball coming 
to say how much they enjoyed it; and in the afternoon 
we took a ride. 

Wednesday, 22>lh. — A. joins the 17th Lancers to-day. 
It is his twenty-thhd birthday, so he begins in this 
regiment a new year, and I hope a hapi)y era of his 
life. 

I am getting up a Children's Fancy D3‘ess Party, 
and am going to have surging lanec 3 ‘s and singing 
quadrilles. The children will be asked from four to 
seven, but the grown-up people will only be invited for 
* one hour.’ This device for passing the whole society 
through the house in three detachmeirts is the only way 
to show them the children's dresses without crorvding 
the little ones. 
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Tucsdiiij, Aiifiiifit 24.ih . — At 3.30 the thivty-hvo chil- 
clrcii forming the singing quadrilles arrived to practise, 
and danced throe figures woudorMly well, consider- 
ing what dots some of them are, and that they know 
nothing of dancing in the abstract. They then joined 
my garden party, which, in defiance of the rains, I had 
fixed for to-day, and descended like locusts upon Nowell’s 
magnificent buffet, clearhig plates and eatmg every sort 
of unwholesome dish, regardless of consequences, and 
quite disregarded by their parents, who did not seem at 
all alarmed. I was most lucky m the day, and my 
courage in giving this party was rewarded. The sun 
shone, and as the grass was a little damp, large portions 
of it wore covered with carpet, so that people could sit in 
safety. This garden party was a new experiment. I 
had it on a very pretty piece of ground at the side of the 
house, which slants down to the tennis-court in three broad 
terraces ; a hedge of roses dividing it from the approach 
on one side, and peeps of the mountains and of distant 
woods giving it a spacious and park-like appearance on 
the other. The guests were received at the top, the band 
was on the second terrace, and tea was in the tennis- 
court at the bottom, so the company were kept ascend- 
ing and descending, and seemed to like it. About half 
an hour after they had left, it began to pom- with rain, 
and I believemy late guests were caught in it through 
their own fault, not mine. They left this at 6.30, but that 
is much too early for an English resident in India to go 
home, so many repaired to Peliti’s, a confectioner’s shop, 
and a sort of rendezvous for tea and gossip, and thus 
they got wet, in their best gowns. 
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]rcJnrs(li:if, 25^7/. — D. has a pij}:oon-lrap and clay 
pigeons, and li(‘ now has Iialf an hoiir's sliooiing after 
lunch GYeryday. I went to sec tlie i)crlorinance, nnJ 
the little saucers beliavod so liico birds that the 
actually collected ovcriioad. The ‘ guns ’ stand on a 
road lialf-vray down the kliud, at the top of which is the 
trap, and whe3i tho Yord is given, a small round ‘ ])iL*d ' 
comes soaring overload aJid, sitting on tho wings of tlu 
wind, flits past, and if not shot through the heart floats 
on to tlie valley ])eneaLli. Bometimes it makes a teW(‘t‘p 
round and disappears in a tree just as the real thing 
might do. 

This was a dinner anddanco night : a big tal)le laden 
with candles, flowers, and food at eight o’clock ; at 9.30 
a transformation scene. The table disappears, the 
carpet too, and two hundred guests are shown into a ball- 
room, where they dance till twelve, tho buffet being in 
another room beyond. All these dances are alik(‘, with 
a certain change in the persons of tho invited, and I 
think they alwa^-s go off with great spirit. 

Some energetic people, headed l)y Mr. Durand tlu‘ 
Foreign Secretary, wore plaj'ing football at AiinandaU 
to-day, but we did not go to see them, 

WednesJaij, Fieptemher %lh. — The clay of the ChildrenV 
Ball was ushered in l)y tho most friglilful storm, bat 
happily it soon cleared up, and the sun shone almosi 
more than we wished, for we had to shut it out of tlu 
house and to light up the rooms at four o’clock. 

The ball was the greatest possible success. Tlu* 
children were so pretty and so good, and enjoyed them- 
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Bolves so much, and the groma-up people wore so de- 
lighted at the sight of them, and the mothers ■were so 
pj'oud of theii’ infants ; and the quadrilles. Lancers, 
raid march all ■^rent off so weU ; there “^ras no hitch any- 
■where. The guests began to arrive about 3.30, and all 
the dancers ■were kept in one room, ■wdrilo the others 
assembled in the ball-room. We began ■with the 
march, had the quadrille second, then the Lancers, and 
then one polka for everyone before tea. This was in our 
dra^wing-room, in the sunlight, the dancing being done 
by candlelight. A hundred and twelve children were 
seated at round tables, and they did look sweet ! After 
tea the same programme was repeated to a new set of 
spectators, and the ball finished off with some fast 
dances. I must try and toll you a few of the dresses. 
I think the most attractive was a Cupid. He is a 
Moncrieffe, and has the atibirrn hair, brown eyes, and 
lovely complexion of the family, with the roundest of 
little faces and the fattest legs and arms — these were 
bare ; and his dress consisted of a tight silver jersey, 
bow and arrows, and silver sandals. A delightful little 
Marie Stuart, with a pearl cap and long white dress 
and fail- hair tumbling into her eyes, was another. There 
was a little green-and-gold wood-olf, and a lovely fairy 
in blue tarlatan and silver ; both these had wings. Three 
little boys were dressed in men’s clothes— one as an 
A.D.O., one as a ‘ Political,’ and one as a Masher. 
Them dresses were perfect, and they looked ‘ every inch 
the gentleman.’ These creatures uere all from about 
two to four years old. A bigger girl looked very nice 
as a brown butterfly, and there was one child to whom 
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wo all took a great fancy. She danced in the qiiadidlle, 
and was so pretty and digniiied. She was dressed as 
Madame Favart. 

The ball was over at seven, and then we had a few 
people to dinner, but were all tired and ready to go 
early to bed. 

Thursdai/, gih . — A number of the eliildren came to 
bo photographed this morning, and I have worked so 
hard over doing them that I have not left mysedf inucli 
time for writing about the ball. I fear all the pictures 
will not be very good, but I have got a nice one of the 
Cupid ! 

Moridaif, 20th, to 25//^. — Our visit to Dhamin tliis 
year was in most respects so exact a repetition of 
our stay there last year that I need only give you a 
general idea of it this time. We loft home on jMonday, 
after seeing Mr. Tufnoli win the silver medal in the 
last match of the tennis tournamcuit in our court, 
and rode on to the border of the liann-’s dominions, 
where he met us, and conducted us to our camp. We 
dined and sat over a bonfire, and next morning ))reak- 
fasted a little earlier than usual and started off for the 
shooting grounds. We shot and lunclied at the same 
places as we did last September, but tbe birds were few, 
and the sport was certainly had. On Tuesday we wont 
to a new part of the hill to shoot ^ giu'fil,' a kind of 
deer, which, across a khud, looks remarkably small and 
more like a hare than a deer. We rodo along the most 
alarming places on a narrow footpath with a precipice 
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on one side and a high hank on the other, and only dis- 
nroiuited very occasionally when the stones on the i^ath 
looked very loose and unpleasant. 

When the guns were all placed, we found ourselves 
on one ve }7 steep hill looking up at another steeper 
still, a mass of rock and small shrubs and patches of 
grass ; a rapid stream ran between the two. Beaters 
were all along the top of this opposite hill, and were 
expected to come down it. This they seemed very loth 
to do, and the consequence was we saw very little game. 
Dr. Bindlay shot a large panther, and had great ‘ fun ’ 
with it, which means that, finding it alive when he 
thought it was dead, he had to dodge behind trees, 
and had some difficulty in killing it. The known pre- 
sence of this boast is supposed to have frightened the 
beaters, and is also said to have been the cause of our 
finding so few ‘ gurel’ in the place. While the gontlo- 
meu stood at attention, watching for game, we ladies 
sat comfortably on the grass and read. In the middle 
of the day we had luncheon, one more beat, and then 
home to dinner, bonfire, and bed. The weather is quite 
lovely, and we have to wear sun hats and back pads, and 
to carry umbrellas. I am rather proud of the way in 
which I ride along the edge of a precipice holding up 
a parasol ! 

Thursday morning we again had a last year’s beat, 
after wliich we said good-bye to the Eana, who is a very 
nice man, and to his little son, who was with him ; had 
luncheon, and rode home in the cool of the afternoon. 
We found a new Extra A.D.C. hero. He is a great- 
nephew of Lady de Eos’, and is come to us for six 
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months. He only arrived in India last winter, and went 
straight to the Delhi Gamp, wliere he ^Vcls knoclved 
over accidentally and nearly killed, and lie is only just 
getting quite well again now. 

Blanclie and Fred got back from tlieir (expedition to 
Narkimda about an hour before us, and lack lleudcrson 
came to dine with us, so it felt quite like a family 
gathering. The mail was in too, witli all our lioiae news. 

Friday^ 24///. — I had a great garden party, and I 
think a very pretty one. It was on the terraces. On 
the first one there was a largo Bhamiana, which made a 
beautiful reception-room ; on the second, the band, with 
plenty of scats for visitors; and on the third, the 
refreshment-tents. A number of children came and 
enjoyed themselves immensely, running up and down 
the banks and playing about quite imdisturbed by the 
company surrounding them. The Itajah of Ohumba, 
some Oude talukdars, and some other native gentlemen, 
were present. The weather is absolutely perfect now, 
and one can give an outdoor party without any fears 
lest it should misbehave. 

In the evening we went to hear the ^Elijah,’ wiiich 
has been got up by Mi-, llackw^orth Young. A hundred 
amateurs sang, our ))and formed the orchestra, and 
the whole thing was most successful. 

Saturday, Octoher 2 nd . — Great i)reparations have 
been made for a fete given by D. to the members of 
his Office, hut arranged by themselves. The compound, 
houses, and offices, which arc immediately below this 
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place, were for some days before in the bands of the 
decorator. Sliamianas were put up ; strings of flags with 
^ Welconio ’ on them were hung across, while much larger 
ones floated over the chimney-tops. Firework devices, 
and arches, and other preparations for illuminations, were 
visible from the upper road. The amusements began 
early and went on all day, and at 9 p.m. we started off 
to go and see the play.' 

We walked down a zigzag j)ath, looking upon the 
illuminations, which were done in that effective Indian 
way which I have so often described to you, and which 
made the place look so very much larger than it really 
is. As we got to the entrance of the grounds, a cannon 
was fired ofl^ twice, and then we discovered a body-guai'd 
which had been created for the occasion. They all Inul 
now dresses, and at their head were two very big officers 
with great beards and moustaches, also put on for the 
night, and two nice little pages very prettily dressed. 
These last marched before us into the ^ theatre.’ This 
was beautifully arranged. The large Shamiana was 
pitched up against the house, so that the verandah made 
a kind of raised dais, on which we sat. The stage was at 
the far end of it, opposite to us, and between, on the well- 
carpeted floor, sat all the members of the Office and their 
guests. It made a fine big room. The posts sup- 
porting the roof were twined with flowers, and the 
front of the stage and of the verandah were banks of 
moss and flowej's. Strings with strange animals and 
devices hanging from them crossed the ceiling in every 
direction. In front of our chairs hung two crowns, also 
made at Armsdell (the name of the place), and two of 
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the clerks dressed up as Goorklias stood at attention at 
the sides. When we had all settled do\Yn, tlio play began. 
It was acted in Eiiglish, and, as I have sent you tlie texi, 
I need only tell you that it was vtay well acted and ox- 
tremelj?’ amusing, and that the local jokes were higlily 
appreciated. Before and after it there was a little 
dancing and singing, and during tlic performance there 
was one song ^^hich we liked very much. It was called 
tlic 'Musical Blieestie’: a man dressed np willi the 
Bheestic’s skin of water on his back sang and danced 
down the centre of the Shamiana, pretending to watei* 
the patli as he came, ])ut in reality sprinkling us all 
with scent. It w’as very Tvell danced, and was very 
jDretty. 

Tea and ices were handed round, and there w^as a 
conjurer, who did some tricks, and then the Chief Clork 
made a little speech, to which D. replied. He said he 
was glad of the opportunity of personally thanking the 
members of his Oflico for the industry and the uncom- 
plaining good temper with which they fullil their arduous 
duties ; and more especially did he wish to express his 
deep sense of the unsvrerving fidelity wdth which they 
keep the secrets of the Office. Then we left, attended by 
the same guards and attendants wlio had received us, 
while a fountain of fire played at the door. Mr. and 
Mrs. Panioty did the honours of the evening* and of 
their house; there w^cre several other guests besides 
ourselves. 

The crowns have boon sent to us as souvenirs, and 
Guy received all the little animals which bad been 
hanging up. 
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Monday, — The rains have returned to us, and 
the ^Yeathe^ is so cold and uninviting that we have 
given up Narkunda and our trip into the hills. 

Tuesday, — Iliad a Committee meeting, with two 

new members present at it — the one Sir xiucldand 
Colvin, who replaces Sir Steuart Baylcv, and the other 
Mr. Peile, who replaces Mr. Ilbert. 

The Duke and Duchess of Connaught are coming 
here shortly for a few days. They will be lodged in 
Lord William’s house, and we are now arranging a re- 
oj)ening of the season for them, with dinners, dances, 
and concerts. 

• Saturday, 23 ?y 7 . — I cannot finish this so cheerfully as 
I began it, for w^e had a telegram to say that Archie has 
fever at Lucknow. I am just waiting for another with 
some particulars before deciding if I should go down to 
him at once. 
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CIIiiPTER IX 

AUIDIIN 1'OTjU, iSS6 

LUCENOW, BOMBAY, nTr)ETl.U3Al), JIYfcjOJlB 
Oci'OEEn 25 TO Dboiimijek 15 

Monday, October 2^th . — As the doelors seemed (juiio 
sure that A. had typhoid fever, and not merely the 
ordinary Indian feverish attack, ve decided that I 
should stai't at once just to sec that everything possi))lo 
■was clone for him, even if I should bo unable to remain. 
Major Cooper and I set off this morning at 8 a. 3 i. and 
drove for ton hours, reaching Umiailla at 6 r.ir. Although 
so long, it is really rather a nice drive, and after so many 
months in the mountains a gallop down hill and along 
the level road to Umballa is pleasant. 

Tuesday, 26(h.—l was all night in the train, and 
reached Alighur at eleven o’clock this morning. Mr. 
Gadell, the Commissioner, met me at the station, 
and, as I had five hours to wait, 1 wont to his house 
for luncheon, and visited the now hlahomelan College. 
They have a debating club, at which juveniles of twelve 
years old give their oinuions on questions of State policy. 
The debaters sit on opposite sides, ‘hke Parliament,’ 
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and there is a division at the end of the de])atc, and 
the speeches are printed. I read one debate oir the 
advisability of natives the high commands now 

held by Englishmen in the Indian army. One speaker 
said, ‘ It is from reading books that I prefer the 
military profession ; although it does not suit my weak 
constitution, yet I prefer it.’ One young man, on 
passing out of the coUego, was dilating upon all the 
advantages he had gained there, and said, ‘When I 
came here I could not speak English ; religion was a 
mystery to mo ; I could not even handle a lawn-tennis 
bat.’ 

Wednesdenj, 27 th . — We started off on our ti-avels 
again at five last night, iind reached Lucknow at 7.30 
o’clock this morning ; I drove straight to A.’s bungalow, 
which is an extremely nice one. His room is airy, 
and he can see out of the windows. He looked quite 
himself, and did not seem weak. The doctors say 
it is an ordinary case nith no complications, but a 
severe one. They think ho got it at Simla, and he 
never was well after ho came down ; but, feeling ill, ho 
tried to ‘ride it off,’ played polo on Monday, i8th, and 
had a fall. On Tuesday morning he drove over to the 
doctor and complained of ‘ bruises,’ being at that time 
in a high fever. I have a room in his house, but have 
only seen him once as yet. 

Monday, Novemher 1st — I went a little expedition 
this morning to visit a Missionary Hospital and Dis- 
pensary, and to see how the religious teaching and the 
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medical work are combined. luiiubor of women vrero 
collected there, and the doctor, Miss Marsden, sat do\M^ 
and told them the story of the prodigjil son, ;ind 
explained it to them. They listened very attentively, 
and answered some questions. Then she )>oi4tui liei' 
medical work, and I waited to sec a <;reaL nnm])er 
cases prescribed for. 

My afternoon drives have shown me ii ‘;tH)d deal of 
Lucknow. It seems to bo oiu‘ of the nicest stations in 
India. Tlici’e are great open park-like. spat-es, hi te; seeing 
with broad roads overshadowed by line trees, and all 
the grass, shrubs, and loaves arc so green andluvui-iant- 
looking compared to those in other places. The bungalows 
all have nice gardens, and the whole place, looks well-kt'pt 
and rich, and is as neat as a gentleman’s ]'ark at home. 
The Eesidoncy gardens arc beautiful, lint I told \ou 
about them last year. 

D. has been two days at Bhawali)or(‘, and visited 
Mooltan on his way there. Now he is at Lahore, wht're 
there are to be some groat functions. 

Wednesday, 3rd. — The Commissioner took me a siglil- 
seeing drive this afternoon, going tlirough the Wingfield 
Park, passing by the Horticultural Gardens, and ilieii 
by the banks of the river. I w^as more struck than e\ iir 
with the beauties of Luclmow, We visited two mosquc's : 
one of them I had seen before; the other had a V(‘ry 
pretty court-yard -with a large tank of water in the 
centre, shrubs and roses growing all about. The mos(j[iio 
itself was full of glass chandeliers, but in another small 
building I saw eight very large and interesting porti'aits 
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of tlie Kings of Oiide. They stand 0}i the floor up 
against the wall, and it is a great pity they cannot 
he hung up. 

We next went on to the native cit}^ and walked 
through the bazaar. It is always amusing to see the 
crowds of people and the artisans at work in their little 
shops. 

Kite-flying is a great amusement at Lucknow, nad 
there were numbers of them in the bazaar. The flyers 
have regular matches, and bet upon the result. A very 
fine siring covered with powdered glass, and which costs 
2 l, a pound, is made for this j)urpose, and the great 
art is to fly your kite higher than that of your rival, 
and then to pull your string suddenly, so as to cut his 
in two. 

Thiimlai/, 4111, — Basil’s sixteenth birthday, and the 
day my four children start for India. I can imagine 
you getting them ready and seeing them off, 

Archie is very well and cheerful this morning. 

D- seems to think I should join him soon now, so 
I shall leave Tuesday, and get to Bombay in time to 
see Nelly off; but I have asked Major Cooper to stay 
here another week, as I do not like the idea of leaving 
Archie alone, though ho is nearly convalescent. 

Thursday, iitli , — After two long nights and days 
in the train I arrived at Bombay this morning. My 
journey was made less weary than it otherwise would 
have been by the presence of Mr. and Mrs. Ilbert and 
their four children in the next carriage ; they paid me 
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frequent visits, and we bad our nicals togoilior. On tlic 
way, too, I received good nows of Artdiic iVoiu l\[ajor 
Cooper. Mr. Lawrciico, of tlio j/tli Lancets, L/a\'clled 
with me. 

The drive iVom the sladion, a most inagniiiceni and 
ornamental structure, to j\iala]'jr Point is a. l)ut 
pretty one, and this place, jutting out into the sea, is 
very deliglitful to us moiintaiiiv^ers. F do like seeing llio 
real ocean, and as i sit at my window w]‘iting F look 
upon it and hear the ^^aves daslihi- upon the shore, 
and feel a little nearur home, and a little nearer to 
the children now sailing in the Miriapoir, 

This Malabar Point is a curious place. It is a very 
small promontory, and on it arc a few hungalovs. The 
central one contains only one imineuse long rcxmi, ]'>ar- 
titionecl off ))y carved open-work doors which divide it 
into dining-room, hall, and drawing-room. Outside 
these rooms is a very wide verandah, which is furnislu'd, 
and makes a nice place to sit in. Lady Ileay ha.s gr( at 
taste in arranging things, and this JningaJow is xovy 
pretty. From it I can get under cover to mine. The 
girls and I have a great suite of apartments, and ai*(‘, 
very comfortable. 

When I drove up Lady Eeay, Eachol, and Nolly met 
me, and tlic formei' had very kindly an-anged foi' us 
three to breakfast together. Nelly and Piachel look as 
if they had been rather overworked, and are Jiol quite 
so flourishing as when they left Simla. They had seen 
D. off on his little cruise in the Clive the day before. 
He was rather unhappy at going witliout any of his. 
ladies. 
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Nelly was anxious to sec the ‘ Towers of Silence,’ so 
Lady Eeay took us there in the afternoon. Sir Jamsetjee 
Jeejeehhoy came to do the honours of the place. It is 
really most interesting and curious, and although it 
would he hard to reconcile oneself to the idea of laying 
out one’s dead to be torn to pieces by vultures, yet 
undoubtedly the system has much to be said for it, 
in a hot climate. The Paj’sec idea is that the earth 
should not be contaminated by any decaying matter, 
and their funerals are conducted in these ‘ Towers 
of Silence ’ in the following way : The towers are 
round, but not very high, and are uncovered. Inside 
there is a stone platform running all round, with three 
sets of grooves sloping downwards towards a deep 
empty well in the centre. The outer circle of grooves 
is for men — ‘ good actions ; ’ the second line for women 
— ‘ good words ; ’ and the third for children — ‘ good 
thoughts.’ When a person dies, he is placed on an iron 
bier and carried by official corpse-bearers, accompanied 
by a procession of friends and mourners, all walking, 
and aU kept together by holding the ends of white 
pocket-handkerchiefs between them. When they reach 
the place, the friends stand at a distance from the 
tower, the corpse-bearers strip the corpse at the en- 
trance, and place the body naked in one of the grooves. 
The vultures are all sitting on the trees and walls 
watching, and in less than five hours after, they have 
reduced it to a skeleton. In about eight days the bones 
are comifietely dried up, and they are then lifted 
with tongs and thrown into the central well, where they 
crumble away into dust. The rain washes down into 
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this well, and gradnally carries all aAvay into drains 
provided for the pnrj^ose, and w'hich have large iiltors 
at either end, so that when the water roaches mother 
earth there is no contaminating matter in ii. 

No one is allowed to enter these towers, of which 
there arc seven hi the enclosure, so the whole method 
is esplained over a httle model. We walked through 
the pretty garden, and admired the splendid view, and 
gazed at the outside of these mysterious towers, and at 
a vultm’o keeping watch uijon the wall, while numbers of 
them were sitting on the trees. Our guide told us that 
neither a dead vulture nor a young bird had ei'cr been 
seen there. They build their nests elsowliere, and 1 
suppose they creep home to die in some othm- place. 

There is one room in the garden where the sacred 
fire is kept ever burning, and thei'o the mourners can go 
and jpray if they feel so inclined. We unbelievers may 
not look upon the fire, but the smell of burning sandal- 
wood was very sweet. 

Friday, 12th. — Nelly and Ilachelwcre tuluive started 
to-day, hut a cyclone delayed the mail, and they got 
an extra day on shore. Wc went to see the Oama 
Hospital, over which Miss Pechoy and Sfiss Ellaby pre- 
side. It is a female hospitaJ. 

Just before going out I liad a most deligl itful surprise. 
The Maharajah of Jeypore wrote me a very nice letter 
and sent me a laldh, of rupees for my Fund, and in com- 
memoration of the Queen’s Jubilee. I am pleased ! 
This is my first very big sum, and I am sure that this 
year my medical affahs will ho placed on a much firmer 
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foundation tlian they have hitherto been, through lack 
of money. The two lady doctors dined at Govcrunient 
House ; both of them are %’cry nice. On our way home 
from our drive Lady Keay took us to have tea at the 
Yacht Club. It was very pleasant. We sat at the 
edge of a parapet and looked at the harbour illuminated 
by a rising and most gigiintic moon ; couples ‘ of sorts,' 
as they say in India, were walking up and down between 
us and the Clul), which itself looked like a great Swiss 
chalet on the stage. The whole scene indeed was rather 
theatrical, and even the moon was somewhat pantomimic. 
The tea Avas very good a)id very refreshing in this most 
thirsty place 

Satitnlai/, i^lh. — After an early luncheon avo drove 
doAV]i to the dock, and I went on board with the girls. 
We had hoped D. would have been in in time to see them 
again, but there Avere no signs of the Clive, though we 
knew she was near. The Paramatta is a fine ship, and 
Nelly and Eachel have good cabins. Eachel leaves me 
altogether, and Nelly goes home for a year. We shall 
miss them both very much. 

The Paramatta passed Ciuite close to the Clive, and 
Nelly must have been disappointed not to see her father 
on the bridge, but unfortunately he had a slight touch 
of fever and was in bed. D.’s reception at the dock 
and in the town was very fine, but I did not see it. 

Monday, iSt/i.— Lady Eeay gave a pm-dali party for 
me to-day, so the draAving-room and part of the large 
verandah were shut off from the outer world and the 
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native ladies vxrc received tli('re. IL v’as <1 v^ry prctt.y 
syL^ht, and the guests were niosb oi Llicm veiy cheerful 
and happ3"-looldng. A few could S|)eak Englisli (juito 
well. There were two Arab ladies wifcii hue faces; nud 
two Persians, wearing short petiieoais of l)rc;cade, long 
white stockings, and pafcent-IoatluT shoes. They had 
gold-and-whitc lacc shawls over tlieii* heads and fastened 
under their chins. One woman there is rather <1 
celebrity in India just now. She is very well educated, 
speaking Eiiglish perfectly, 1 >iit wlien slie ^vas a child 
she was married, or what we should call Ijotrothed, to a 
boy, and now that she is grown up slie lais refused io go 
to him as his wife, and the case is l)eing tried in Court. 
It involves a great principle, and is a tost case of much 
interest. 

Four little girls arrived so late that I only just saw 
tlicm, but they were most wonderfully dressed. They 
had round caps covered with jewels on Lhoir heads, some 
of which were wound up and revolved. Their hair was 
plaited in a quantity of small tails ending with cord and 
gold tassels and coins, a very heavy headdress. They 
had velvet embroidered jackets and very ^Yide short skirts, 
and they were all very bright and friendly. This lea 
party was rather hurried over, as we had to go on to 
another at the house of a Parseo lady. On this occasion 
it was not a purdah party. The Parsees look particnlai'ly 
pretty when you see tliem in numbers. They have line 
eyes, and they drape themselvesS in such soft material and 
such lovely delicate colours. Their garment is gcnorally 
edged with a band of silver embroidery, and a new pattern 
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has just come out which has the word ‘ God ’ in rioman 
letters repeated over and over again in the same way that 
the Mahometans have ' Allah.’ It is rather startling to 
our eyes. Our hostess, Mrs. Cowasjee Eeadymoncy, has 
been a good deal in England, and is an exceedingly 
bright and handsome little woman. She presented me 
to everyone as " our Countess.’ There were sisters and 
sisters-in-law and relations of all kinds assembled in a 
large room with marble columns and open on to the 
staircase, with a fine view of the sea from the windows. 
It was a ‘ drum,’ so we went through a numbei* of intro- 
ductions, had a cup of tea, heard one song, and then tore 
ourselves away in time to dross for dinner. The society 
was much amused by the son of the house, a little boy 
whom I had seen in London. I asked him if ho had liked 
England, and ho said, ‘ Not much,’ which was a piece of 
unexpected truth-speaking greatly appreciated by the 
bystanders. However, as it was the absence of black 
ants in England he deplored, I could not sympathise 
with his reasons. These black ants are always crawling 
about here and make one quite uncomforta])le. 

Tuesday, i6f]i , — This morning the mail came in, 
bringing with it Lord and Lady Wynford and Prince 
Leopold of Prussia. They were in a cyclone on Friday 
and Saturday, were battened down, and were very much 
alarmed. Think how fortunate we are that D. escaped 
it in the GUve, and that the Paramatta missed it too ! 
D. had many small durbars and return visits to-day, 
and was kept very busy. I drove with Lady Eeay and 
had an interview with Mr. Malabari, a reformer. He 
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lias talvcii up tlio ‘ infant marriage ’ and ' rc-marriage of 
■widow ’ qncsbions, and is interested in niy Scdiomc^. 

I liave forgotten to tell you nl)Out one visit we re- 
ceived to-day. Tlie visitor was a stout rersian boy of 
ten years old, dressed like a man in black clolli, with 
fine eyes and clear comjdexioji, and bolding tlie extra- 
ordinary position of a dcmi-god or a ^ manifesttition ’ of 
one. This attribute came mto the family of Aga Khan 
some generations ago, and they are now extrcnu'ly ricdi 
tliroiigli the offerings of the faithful. The boy is the 
head of the family. lie is a solemn little creature ; ho 
prefers men to ladies, and it was rather amusing to see 
him sitting in our midst with a cup of coffee in his hand, 
which he kept on blowing in his calm and stately 
fashion. When the Viceroy came, the question being 
put to him, whether he liked being witli the ladies 
or with 'Lord Sahib,’ he replied 'Lord Sahib’ with so 
much enthusiasm that wo all laughed, and D. carried 
him off to a distant corner where they talked Persian 
together. 

I also saw a family consisting oi tlireo little daughters 
and two sons, that of the Piajah of Durrumpore. The 
daughters all looked about the same age, and are just on 
the verge of being shut up in the zenana. One son was 
only four years old, and the dearest little creature imagin- 
able. His eyes were splendid. 

Wednesdai/, 17 Ih, — I cannot deseribo to you the events 
of the Viceroy’s day ; it is quite impossible to get speech 
of him, as he has one interview after another all the time, 
and never one moment’s peace. In the afternoon he 
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bad to give a\Yay prizes at the School of Ai-t, and wo 
both had engagements after that which we wore too late 
to fiiiiiL In the evening there was a largo dinner here 
and a ball at the Yacht Club. The ball Wcis very prettily 
arranged. The grounds on either side were illuminated, 
and some of the ships in the harbour were lighted up. 
The supper was w’ell managed, and the entertainment 
was altogether a great success. 

ThursItiji iSlli . — We made time for one little bit of 
sight-seeing to-day. D. looked at some docks and forti- 
fications, and lunched at the Yacht Clnb as Sir Chmies 
Arbuthnot’s guest, and then we met him at the landing- 
place and all went off together to see the celebrated 
Caves of Elephant a. With the caves themselves I was 
a little disappointed, but the trip through the harbour 
and the views from the island were delightful. Land- 
ing at Elephanta you find a long stone stairway up 
the hill, and in our case the usual paraphernalia for 
tea at the top. The principal cave is a great square 
hall cut out of the rock, with rows of pillars down the 
centre and mutilated statues of gods and goddesses 
standing in relief round the walls. The age of these 
caves is unknown, but they are supposed to have been 
excavated between the eighth and thirteenth cen- 
turies. 

In the evening there was a reception given for us by 
Sii’ Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy. The ladies of his family re- 
ceived us in a room on the gTOUiid floor and conducted 
us upstairs, where w’e walked through row's of people, 
and spoke to some, and then stood at the top of the 
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roo:a. Auor a very sliort iiitie we AVeiil tlewii a.^aivt iur 
reircshiiients, and llicn wo were adorned with gai-iirels, 
and departed. 

Fyuhtij, igiV . — We bad to he. up early n) !e;iYe 
Bombay. Our ban been very pU'asani, and B. lias 
been pleased wiili Ins \rork here and ^^idl ali the jn'oplo 
he lias S('on. Tlio weather has been hoi, and mosL of ns 
have prickly heat, vliich is not beVoniing ! Loj\1 and 
Lady Eeay, who liavo been most land, vere up to see ns 
off. The station at Bombay is such a splendid jilace ])oth 
outside and in ; tho marble columns aiul high arched 
roof are worthy of a cathedral, and are ninch too mag- 
nilicent for a bustling ei'owd of railway passeng(‘rs. 

Our destinatioii was Poona, and we got tlu^re at 
two o’clock, having lunch in the train just before our 
arrival. Wc were met at the station by a number of 
officers and liy tlireo ladies — the daughter of the 
General, Miss Flood; tho wife of Coloiu'l Holherton, 
whose husband, it turned out, had liecn at school with 
D. at Mr. Walton’s ; and Mrs. Lc Quesne, Miss Sulcliffo’s 
sister. Having said a few words to them, wc all wont 
on to the Council Chamber, whore the addresses were 
presented. It is a veiy handsoine room, and a very 
light and cheerful one, so it looked very pretty with all 
the different-coloured turbans arranged in rows, and 
with a dais at the top of it, on wliicli were some white 
satin and gold chairs. The speeches were much longer 
and much more interesting than is usual on such occa- 
sions. They were real business ; the authors of the 
addresses bringing forward their grievances, and the 
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Viceroy replying to tlieir Tarioiis suggestioiis and re- 
quests. It is almost tlie first time since he came to 
India that D. has let himself Sjooak out, and all lie said 
seemed to he highly appreciated. The native gentlemen 
who presented the addresses were really superior men, 
and the greater number of them understood English. 
We had tea and spoke to the ladies, and then drove off 
to see as much as possible of Poona before sunset. The 
bazaar was, as usual, a delightful sight : the curious 
old houses filled from roof to doorway with picturesque 
figures, graceful dusky creatures swathed in harmonious 
reds and blues, and little naked childi'cn squeaking or 
clapping their hands as the Viccroj^’s corfc[jr galloped 
rapidly by. The roads at Poona are very good, wide, 
and shaded by trees on cither side. There a]*e two 
rivers there, and very pretty gardens and houses. We 
went to see the Government House, Ganeshkind, of which 
we have always heard so much. The views at Poona 
are very English — a flat country with low hills in the 
distance, and it has a delightful climate in the rains. 

We dined in our train and travelled all night. 

Saturday^ 20fh . — We breakfasted in the railway 
station at Nandgaon. It was decorated wdth red, l)lue, and 
green bunting, and with stuffed heads of deer and tiger. 
Then w’^e started off on a long drive of forty-six miles 
to the Caves of Ellora. The country is quite flat, but 
before us all the way we saw a long, low ridge of 
hills, and when we got near to these we found our camp- 
was on the top of this tableland. Our horses with pain 
and difficulty dragged us to the summit, whence 
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looked down iii^on a great plain in oiu' dirocLion, and 
in the other over the tableland itso!*', an undiiliiiing 
grassy slope, ^Yith a few pictiWiSipic leie])les and tombs 
interspersed among our tents; groups of peo2)le sitting 
about; squadrons of cavalry for escend duty, ^diqdni.nts. 
flags, Chinese lanh'rns — every sort of life and inovemeiit 
and colour to make the scene gay and lovely. 

We wore a little tired after our long (hive, but ^\e 
had no time to spai’e, and so we only just waslnal oiii* 
dusty faces and looked at the charming i*oonis pia^pared 
for us in a bungalow at the head of tlu‘ camp, and vc‘nt 
in to luncheon. 

The Nizam has arranged all this for us, and the 
whole thing is admirably done. The cooking is the best f 
I have ever tasted in India, and the table was nietdy laid ■ 
and well seiwed. By four o’clock we were ready to visit 
the caves. We had to descend our mountain, for tliest^* 
caves are cxcavcated in its side, Tlicw are of tlirec^ kinds 
— Buddhist, Bralimin, and Jain, and \\\\ inspected the 
Buddhist ones first. The exterior of some of tlu'in is 
carved, and the cave itself is cut out of tlie solid rock, and 
is generally a chamber with rows of pillars (iaborately 
carved, wMe the wiiolc of the side avails are covei'cd 
with bas-reliefs of Buddha in the Buddhist caves, of 
Krishna, Vishnu, and Siva in the Hindu. Tt would be 
impossible to describe them to you more fully, but some 
of the caves have three storeys, each chaml)er being cut 
out and decorated in the same way, and each panel of 
the wall illustrating some different incident in the life of 
Buddha, or in me Hindu mythology. 

We just glanced at tlie most w’^ondcrful of ail on our 
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Y/ay iionie, but are to revisit it to-uiorrow, so T A\ill tell 
you of its outside now, and must llnisli my d(‘serii)tioii 
v'lien I have seen it again. I a,iu sure it is one of the 
■wonders of the world, and should be put m the same 
category witli the Pyramids and Thebes. TJie Temple of 
Eailas is a complete 'building ’ cut out of the solid rode. 
It is like a beautiful and highly decorated palace in a 
pit. There is a wide passage aU round it, but tlie gi’oat 
wall of rock rises high on every side and helps one to 
comprehend the marvellous nature of the work. A 
narrow gatewa^^ has been left, and this is rather a pity, 
as without it one good view of the temple could be ob- 
tained, whereas now you have either to look down upon it 
fi-om above, or to gaze up at it from quite close, and you 
cannot got a general view. Inside the court and at eitlu'r 
side of the ' building ’ are two beautiful carved pillars to 
hold standards, and two big elephants, all carved out of 
the rock. I do not know whether I have made you 
understand that the whole thing is monolithic. Even 
gazing at it, it is difficult to believe this, and to realise 
that no one bit of this elaborate structure has been 
done separately, and that nothing is stuck on. A wide 
and deep passage must have been first cut, leavhig 
a gigantic block of stone in the centre ; tin's must then 
have been shaped into a temjple outside, cliambers and 
galleries and pillars cut inside, and finally the wiiole 
covered with elaborate representations of historical and 
mythological subjects. The base of the temple is a 
' dado ’ of elephants, tigers, and griffins fighting or 
feeding, and all in strong relief, appearing to sujiport 
the upper storeys. Above this the carving is much 
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more elnfciiitj a,i:d r.iiniiLo, and It v^Ovdd IrdiO days to 
cxaniino it in dcdaid 

Wc laid along diinuT. it v/tis very good and \(jvy 
v.oll anTaogcd, bidad.LT tliirty-sixlioi.rs o: innni.iTapU'd 
travelling, fnijctioiis, and sight-seeing, two I'.oiivs spent 
ci'h table arc most tr-^ing*. Tlicre were two courses ])eibro 
tin* soiiii, and various J3idicUi dislies wene added to llie 
already lengthy bill of fare; so I vnxs extr'eniely sleepy 
])y the C3id of it, and was glad to say good-nigbt to tlie 
four ladies wlio arc in cam]) as soon as possildc after it 
Avas over. 

Sinidaij, 2ixh Tueaddu, 2 yd. — 1 went down to the 
caves again and spent a long time in tlio Iwiilas. The mo3’o 
one BOGS of it the more woiiderlul it secLus to be. The 
central hall has four row’s of uiagnilieont pillars, and the 
wdiole was once dccorati‘d with fresi'oes, hut the colour 
has almost entirely disai)pea.red. Even in tlie outside 
w^alls of rock, galleries and cliambers have been eut, and 
multitudes of sculptured ligurcs adorn eveiy yai-d of the 
surface. 

Wo sawtw^o other lino caves, one a Jain temple. Tlie 
plan is iniicli the same as that of the Brahmin jind 
Buddhist ones, the only peculiarity being that the Jain 
caves open one into another like rooms in a houst\ TIjo 
J ain religion w’as a compromise hctw’ecn Braliniinism 
and Buddhism, and tlic figure of Buddha, under a 
different iiame, is to be seen in every ehapoh Tho last 
Brahminieal cave we saw was cut out of the sinu* of a 
hiU, and w’as open on throe sides to the air and ligiu, 
which made it rather different from the others. The 
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Tomb of Auriingzcbc was another thing to be visited in 
this neighbourhood. The great Emperoi* did not wisli 
more spent upon his ]>nryiiig-plaeo tluin he had earned 
in his life ; and as his copies of the Koran had not 
fetched more than 700 rupees, his grave is exceedingly 
simple. As D. approached it, an old man stopp(‘d 
forward and chanted something, the translation of which 
was * Aurnngzebe, late Emperor of Delhi, I present to 
you the representative of the present Emperor of Delhi ; ' 
then sugar-candy and spices wore offei'cd to D. and we 
proceeded on our way. 

We spent one night at Aurungabad; it was very 
prettily illuminated, and there wore fireworks after 
dinner, and an address in the mornhig. This was the 
beginning of a very long day. When the reply was 
given, and D. had looked at the beautiful box in which 
the address was put, and I had thanked our entertainers 
for a book of idiotographs, we got into our carriages and 
d .ove on and on till eight o’clock in the evening. 
\ 3 did stop for two hours in the middle of the day ; but 
as during that time we worked harder than ever, I wish 
3^-.yu to understand we had eleven hours of uninterrupted 
fatigue. 

"WTiat we stopped to see was a very interesting and 
wonderful thing — the old Hindu Fortress of Daulatabad. 
The country here is absolutely flat, with the exception of 
tlie ridge of tableland which I have before described, and 
a few isolated peaks or hills rising suddenly and straight 
from the i>lain. The fortress is built on one of these, but 
the curious part of it is the scarped wall which surrounds 
it, and wdiich you understand better when you have 
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climbed some way up ; tlion you see that a dcc^p moat 
has been cut in the solid rock just wluu’o it slope's down 
to the level. Tile bn\i>ht ji'reou water wln'cli lilis it looks so 
lovely between Llie. two walls of stone, but iVom tiie oulsidc 
you only see the inner one*, a smooth adaimud.ine circle 
surrounding a loL'ty peak of earth and ro{'k, siinuountc'd 
by a solitary gun. To reach this we went through sub- 
terranean passages and up steei) and narrow stairs, and 
finally sank down exliausted on tlie gun, wenuh'ring how 
it ever was brought ni) there. "When wo had admired 
the view’ sufficiently w'C began to descend, l)ut w'c‘ did look 
with some regret at a l)cautifully laid-out Iniudi-tahle 
wdrich had been spread ‘ for the first time w’ithin the 
memory of man ’ almost at the very top. rnfortunatoly 
contradictory orders had been sent ther(‘, and wdiilc 
glass and china and silver and ilowau's w’ere above, tlie 
provisions W’cre bolow% and it w’as ordained tlia-t w c slnnild 
refresh ourselves at the bottom. We w<‘re very hungr; , 
and w^e knew’ wo had a six hours’ drive l)(d‘or(^ us, so . j 
were ready to cat anywliere and to go on as fast as p. 
sible. Some lazy and jaded people had not made tbc 
ascent at all, but w’o w’ore extremely glad wti had c'xplored 
the whole of this ancient and marvellous pla(a‘. 

The sight of our raihvay carriage at tin* end of the 
day was very delightful, and w’C slept (piictly in a siding. 

Now we have two days’ travelling and anotlier niglit 
stationary before reaching Hyderabad, a,nd as the post 
goes to-morrow^ I have ho.d to WTihi our last adventures 
in the train, aiid shall begin a now^ cdiaptc'r there. I>. 
received one address at Ahmediuigger on the? way, hut 
otherwise he considers tliis a time of rest. 
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WcdnrsdiUf, 24th . — We arrived aL Hyderabad in the 
afternoon ; tlio Jlinister, Nawab Salar Jung, came a few 
stations down the line to meet the Viceroy, and at 
Hydcral)ad was the Nizam liimseii, attended by ah his 
nobles. He is a small man, with long black hair and 
vhiskers, dark eyes, straight features, and a sad face. 
He wore a black Persian cap and European clothes. The 
costumes of his nobles were more splendid. Most of 
them are big men: Nawab Salar Jung is quite a giant. 
Their dress is something of a uniform, and, though not 
very Eastern, is handsome. Most of them have white 
caps and black cloth tunics with gold belts and buttons. 

Mr. Cordery, the Ecsident, was at the station, and 
we drove thence to his house. The state carriages are 
Inight yellow', and tlie Nizam’s liveries are yellow and 
silver. They look very smart. 

The Ecsidency is a fine house. It is built on the 
model of our Calcutta house, but with tw'o wungs in- 
stead of four ; the central hall goes up to the roof, with 
a gallery and two storeys of pillars, and is a very hand- 
some room. 

Thnrslaij, 2^th , — The durbar for the Nizam was held 
this morning. I w^ent into th(3 gallery round the big hall 
I have just described to you, fi’om wdiich one could see 
both the arrival of the Nizam and the wdiole ceremonial 
following. The view from the window w'as very prctfcy ; 
the gardeii of the Eesidency is just in front of the liousc, 
and there are some very fine trees in the compound. 
To-daj^ the w^hole place is full of soldiers ,* an English 
guard faces the great flight of steps w^hich leads on to a 
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wide Tcraiididi n3*j’angod as a room, ajul Is j'list 

off tlie (liirbar luill, and tlio avenue up l() llu' liouse is 
lined with cavalry. The Nizam came in liis yellow ecauli 
with four grey horses, yellow postillioiis, uml yellow syces 
too. He looked smaj’tcr and more E:istern than ^'osier- 
day, in black clothes, wiLIi his Star of India juul blue 
ribbon to Inigliteii them up. The durbar was v(‘i-y line 
to look at, bat it always appears to bo extremely dull to 
the people engaged in it. Tlie Yieeroj’’ and tlie Niza.ui 
sat side by sid(‘ on a sort of dais, and tliere W('re two 
rows of gold arm-chairs arrangc'd in a semicircle from 
the thrones to the entrance. When it was o^c‘r D. 
conducted the Nizam to the door, and lie drove off in 
state. This afteriioo]i the return visit was poid, and I 
am sorry I could not look on at it, as they say it was 
different from any other and very picturesque. Tlie 
Nizam’s body-gua3*d arc Arabs, and there arc mmiy 
strange costumes worn by his follow’ors. 

We received a visit from the ehildj*en of one of the 
Naw’ahs. I never saw nicer little creatures. Theekh^st 
is a girl of eight, and is just on the verge of the ])urdah. 
When she hears of it, slic says, ‘ I wish I had noli bom 
born a little Mogully giid.’ The three others arc hoys. 
Tliey all wm’c diamond and emerald lu'cklacn^s and gold 
anklets, and they had big black eyes, and w'ere most 
friendly and lively. Even the l)aby of two years old 
understood English, and the others spoke it well. The 
smaller ones \vcre doliglitod with blo-wiiig my ^vatcli <’>pe 3 i, 
and I am in hopes I had a great success with them. The 
girl is to WTite her first English loiter to mo. Her 
governess is from Belfast, and D. had once been kind to 
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her father, so she was very j)leasetl that her pupils 
showed off so well. I hope to visit their mother. After 
this I saw- several other people: a Parsec lady who 
brought a piece of work she had done for me, the 
Civil Surgeon, and two lady doctors. The one was a 
missionary ; the other, Miss White, is paid by the Nizam, 
and has been doing well here for several years. She has 
a very good reputation as a doctor, and is much liked. 

There were sports late in the afternoon, but it gets 
dark so soon that we did not finish the programme. 
In addition to the usual tent-pegging there was a tug 
of war, an elephant against seventy men. I think the 
former would have won, but the rope broke, and as 
the monster seemed angry at being made to take part 
in such frivolity, the experiment was not repeated. We 
also saw an elephant race, and that was very funny ; the 
great animals waddled along very fast, but without any 
apparent wish to get the one before the other. A camel 
race followed, the camels being made to lie down in the 
middle of the race, wdiile their riders fired three rounds 
from their humps out of camel-guns, then mounted 
again, and rode on. The Nizam himself won a prize. He 
was the only person who succeeded in picking up a small 
ring from the ground with the point of his lance as he 
galloped by. These sports were held on the racecourse. 
Directly you leave the bazaar you find yourself in a fine 
open country, with beautiful grassy rides, and this course 
is a very pretty one, with a fine stand erected on it. 
There w’’ere immense crowds of most picturesque spectators 
collected on the other side of the railing. 

In the evening the Nizam entertained us at dinner 
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ill a 3*eaUy inagnilicoiit way. Wo cli-ove iii an own 
carria<‘c tlirou^li the c'ifcy (tliainond crown and alb to 
soe the illumiiiatioiis ; tlio wliole place vras (nilliiied 
witli lamps, and tliore was a paling down uacli side oT 
the streets, with lights hung in diagonal patterns all 
over it ; and behind it and in tiers between tlie rows of 
lights above wei-e Lbousands of people looking on. Tlu' 
arches were gigantic, and looked like real liuildiiigs ligliU d 
up. Tile streets w^ere Imed with troops, and ‘ (iod save 
the Queen’ broke out every now and tlien iiniil v*e 
reached the palace. 

It is a fine Italian structure, surrounding two large 
squares or gardens, both of whicli were brilliantly 
illuminated, the shape of the buildings being inarkc'd 
out, and all the flower-beds bordered witli light. We 
were received in that part of the palace wliich lies 
between tlie two squares, and then valked across the 
second garden to the dining- 3 *oom. Two hundred guests 
sat down to dinner in one long room, whicli is more tlian 
1,000 feet long. Silting in the middle, I could not see 
either end. The table was covered with gold plate and 
flowers, and ^ve looked out on the illuminatc^d ga,rtl(‘u. 
The serving was well managed, and I do 3 iot think the 
dinner lasted more than an hour and a half. The Nipcam 
sat between D. and me. The Yiceroy proposed his health 
in a very nice speech and in a stentorian voice, and the 
Nizam said in reply, ' I propose the health of Lo 3 *d and 
Lady Dufferin.’ After this we spent an hour in the 
garden lookuig at firew'^orks. Opposite us was a trans- 
parency of D. and me and the Nizam. The two gentle- 
men were shakmg hands, and I stood by in a grass green 
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dress. At a distance it loolved very tcIL I don’t think 
I can givo you any details of the ^i^c^vol*lv:s, as one dis- 
play hears a strong family likeness to another ; Lliey made 
much noise, a,nd ^vent turning and twisting, and writh- 
ing and rushing, and starting up and showering down, 
and ended up with a very large ‘ Welcojiio ’ standing out 
against the sky. 

Fnday, 2Gili . — The Yiceroy had business till twelve 
o’clock, and I saw a deputation of native gentlemen from 
Berar about my Fund, and also wxmt to see the six 
students vdio are being trained here for medical work. 
Then v;o went out for the day. We drove eleven miles, 
passing through Secunderabad to Bolariun. At the 
former place there was an address. On the lead- 
ing up to tlie hall dancing girls stood chanting a 
welcome, each one holding a lighted candle in her hand, 
an ancient and symbolical custom ; above them we]*e the 
girls of a native school and the children from a military 
orphanage. The address was accompanied by a piece 
of plate, the handsome box being on a silver tray. On 
our w^ay we drove along an embankment wdiich dams 
up a big lake, or rather forms one; and we passed 
through some fine barracks before arriving at the mess 
house of the Hyderabad Contingent. Colonel Bell is 
the Of&ciating Commandant there, and the officers gave 
us a splendid lunch in their very beautiful ball-room. 
D. proposed the Contingent’s health, and then we had to 
hurry off to fulfil another engagement. Salar Jung had 
asked us to tea on the Meer Alum Lake, and we had to 
gallop fifteen miles to get there before sunset. When w’o 
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•did reach the place, we had a very pleasant hour thorc^ 
The lake is an artificial one, like the one wo saw this 
morning, and is held back by an embankment, which is 
on an uncommon princii)ie. It is like a long railway 
bridge lying on its side ; the arches curve inwards towards 
tlie lake, and the buttresses stand out towards the plain. 
It makes a vei'y pretty edge to the lake. But when you 
cease to look at this w^all, you cannot believe that tlio 
lake is artificial, it is such a pretty one, and the pecu- 
liarities of geological formation lierc are seen to groat 
advantage. All al)out Hyderabad thei‘c are great piles 
of rock and stone thrown a])oiit in an extraordinary 
manner, as if some giant had hurled them down in heaps, 
or as if every bit of earth had been washed away, 
leaving only the stones behind. In the lake those 
rugged rocks, with a few green l)ushes and shrubs grow- 
ing about them, form most picturesque islands, and the 
largest of them is crowned by a small mosque. We got 
on board a little steamer, where the Nizam joined us, 
and we went round the lake, and saw the sun set, and 
enjoyed it all very much. 

We only just got home in time to dress for dinner, 
and on our way we drove through the city, which was 
again illuminated. Mr. Cordery had a large ball in his 
fine room, the Nizam and a numl^er of his Jiobles l)Ging 
present. H. H. sat in the gallery most of the time and 
looked doTO upon the dancing. D. disappeared very 
early, but I remained tiU after supper. 

Saturday, 2ytlK — The gentlemeii went out panther 
spearing in the morning, and killed two. The poor 
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creatures are let out of cages, and the huntsmen ride 
after them ■with spears. Lord William got one panther, 
and he and his horse ■were rolled over by another, but 
fortunately the beast thought only of escape, and did not 
stop to examine the debris or to pick up the pieces, and so 
no harm was done. The Viceroy was, by my orders, liept 
safe on the top of an elephant, and I fear he did not see 
much, but then he returned home uninjured, which was 
what I was anxious for. 

He had a very busy morning doing all the Hyderabad 
business ; long interviews with the Ecsident and Foreign 
Secretary, with the Nizam, and with Salar Jung. He 
was pleased with the result, but as no public announce- 
ment has been made on the subject, I cannot confide 
anything to you. 

I went to see the hospital in the morning, and after 
lunch visited the wife of a Hyderabad noble, whose chil- 
dren I told you about the other day. She was in his 
dra^wing-room, not in her own apartments, and he was 
present during our interview. So were the merry little 
family. She was a pretty woman, with large melancholy 
eyes, and she was beautifully muffled in red and gold 
gauze, her arms and head being laden with jewels. She 
understands a little English, and even ventured on saying 
a few words. 

Later in the afternoon I went with D. to another 
native house, that of one of the first nobles of Hyder- 
abad. The Nizam came there too, and we had a cup 
of tea, and saw the ‘Amazon Guard,’ consisting of 
about twenty women in bro^wn uniforms, and then some 
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men rode before us on ostriches ; both riders uiid steeds 
looked most uncomfortable. 

Our day finished with a banquet at the ri.esidci'icy. 
The Nizam was again placed bet^Yeen the Viceroy and 
me. I had Sir Harry Prendergast on the otlier side of 
me. 

About ten o’clock we drove to the station, and passed 
the night in our railway carriages. After this we have 
two whole days in the train from 4 a.m. till nine o’clock, 
and we reach Mysore on Tuesday, 30th, at noon. 

Tuesdiu}, 30th , — We got to Bangalore station last 
night ; and, changing carriages, slept in them till 5 a.m. 
I had the Maharajah of Mysore’s, which is a very 
pretty one decorated in white and gold, just like a 
small boudoir. It is on a narrow-gauge line. The last 
two days’ journey has been through a really pretty 
country. That peculiar geological characteristic with 
hillocks of loose rock continues all the way, and as the 
piles of boulders take most picturesque forms, as the 
rest of the landscape is very green, and as V7e constanLly 
pass over rivers or by lakes, we often see lovely bits 
of scenery, and it is nearly always interesting. The 
night at Bangalore was cold, and when we awoke this 
morning it was raining and the sky was covered with 
clouds. Happily it cleared before we entered Mysore, 
but at this the most southern place we have boon to in 
India, it is quite chilly and windy. The Maharajah’s 
brother and his Minister came to Seringapatam to meet 
us, and after breakfasting there we went on and reached 
our destination in half an hour. A Shamiana had been 
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put up and was filled with people, but a few souvenirs 
of the late rain were dropping through the centre of it. 
The Maharajah, who is a very nice-looking young man, 
and who is one of the most enlightened of our princes, 
met us here, and an address from the municipality was 
read and answered by the Viceroy. Some most compli- 
mentary mottoes adorned the walls of the Shamiana, 
such as ‘ Gentle in manner, resolute in deeds ; ' ‘ For his 
•country, not himself ; ’ ‘ Welcome, friend of India’s 
daughters.’ The address w^as in a lovely box made at 
Mysore. It is of ebony inlaid with ivory, and there are 
three medallions of carved ivory on the lid surrounded 
by a few little rubies. 

The Maharajah’s carriage, in which he and D. drove 
away, w^as a very curious one. It had a pinnacled roof, 
w^as of a greenish colour, and had some carving about it 
— quite a state coach of the old-fashioned type. 

There is a very excellent school here for high-caste 
native girls, and as we drove along we passed between 
tiers and tiers of these little ladies dressed in their grace- 
ful costume and covered with je\vels. They sang for us 
as we stopped in front of them, and brought garlands to 
offer, and curious stiff bouquets surmounted by green 
wooden birds with talc wings and tails. The only pecu- 
liarity I notice in these girls, and in women in the streets 
here, is a streak of yellow paint all round the jaw ; some- 
times it invades the cheek. These were the pupils of 
the ‘ Maharani’s school.’ Later we drove past another 
vast assembly of girls and boys educated by the Wesleyan 
Mission. The children of Mysore really seem to have 
exceptional advantages, and it is pleasant to see how 
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iniicli the Maharajah encourages education, and tliat tlie 
Maharaiii takes part in his endeavours to improve tlio 
condition of higli-caste girls. Still driving along, we saw, 
and also heard, a number of men playing oii six-feet brass 
trumpets and round drums; the noise \\as quite deafen- 
ing, but they enhanced the local character of the scene. 
The town was crowded with people, and the drosses here 
arc very bright and pretty. We are staying at the 
Eesidency; it belongs to the Maliarajah, and so we have 
it to ourselves, and you can’t think what a rest that is 
to us ; no civilities to do in one’s spare moments ! The 
house is so nice too, ^ quite Eiiglish,’ and we arc most 
comfortable. 

The Maharani unfortunately is ill, and I cannot see 
her. She has three children — two girls and a boy. When 
we saw them they were all carried in by men, though 
the eldest ghl is six years old. She and her sister 
looked intensely solemn, and wore their liair plastered 
very stilHy and smoothly down; the ])oy looked very 
delicate. 

The Maharajah himself dresses beautifully. When 
he came to the station, he had a sort of loose kiucob 
coat and turban. For the durbar he wore a violet velvet 
well-htting tunic richly embroidered in gold, a magnifi- 
cent diamond necklace, the blue ribbon and Stai' of 
India, and a turban with jewels in it and a long tassel 
of pearls hanging at one side ; at night his coat was 
black velvet, and he had on a second splendid diamond 
and pearl necklace. 

After lunch Mrs. Lyall, the Eesident’s wife, wont 
with me to the Female Hospital. It is a very nice now 
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one, but as the doctors are men it is not yet a great 
success so far as purdah patients are concerned. While 
^e were there the Viceroy was paying liis return visit 
to the Maharajah, and we went on to join him at the 
palace, where we spent a most delightful afternoon. It 
is quite one of the most quaint and old-fashioned build- 
ings we have seen. The front is in brilliant colours, 
pillars of red and yellow with great carved painted 
capitals, and at each side of the door in relief on the 
wall are two white elephants with painted howdahs ; 
the palace forms a square here, and behind there is a 
second square with a round open pavilion in the centre 
for a circus or other entertainments, and from an open 
verandah-room in the palace spectators look on at the 
sports. 

We found D. and the durbar in a curious old room, 
with low ceiling and magnificent -doors, some of silver 
and some of ivory elaborately carved. Everything looked 
really old and good, and there were all sorts of quaint 
portraits and little pictures hung about. D. was quite 
delighted with it, and after thoroughly examining this 
room we went all over the palace, through narrow passages 
and up and down steps, always seeing something in- 
teresting : one very old room where marriages are held, 
another where the jewels were spread out ; a court on the 
top of the house where there was an aviary and a photo- 
grapher, and where we sat for several groups ,* an armoury 
where all sorts of old and terrible weapons are to be seen, 
and then a library where there is a collection of Sanscrit 
works. We also saw the throne — a very large gold one 
with a gold umbrella over it, and silver steps by which to 
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nioiint to the chair. The Maharajah gave us tea, and 
presented us \Yith sonic lovely specimens of Mysorc‘ avoocI- 
carving, and then avc saw his own sitting-room with its 
more modern arrangements, wiiting-tablc, &c. 

By this time it was quite dark, and suddenly we wore 
conducted into the gallery wliich opens on to the entrance 
court, which we found brilliantly illuminated and hllod 
with troops, leaving only a space in tlie centre for some 
performances. You can’t tliink what a lovely sight it was. 
The verandah in which w’e sat w^as rich with Oriental 
colouring, all the surroundmg buildings were picked out 
with light, and the one immediate^ opposite to us was a 
mass of red and green lamps, looking as though it was 
set with jewels. Bound the walls w’cre mounted lancers, 
then came a line of lancers on foot, and then infantry 
regiments ; these were all in red, and across the front 
were some smart cavalry in blue and silver. There 
were also elephants with elaborately painted faces and 
fine howdahs, and men with torches lighting up the 
wdiole. 

Two entertainments went on at the same time — some 
aerobatic performances by circus people, and wrestling 
and dancing with swords and spears by the natives of 
the place. There was one rather pretty trick done with 
a large circle of flame. A series of little lamps were 
burning on an iron hoop; a man came in whirling 
this rapidly round, sometimes letting it fall over him 
nearly to his feet, and then raisiiig it still revolving 
above his head. 

We were all delighted with the scene, and were quite 
sorry to be torn aw^ay to dress for dinner. There were 
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fifty-four iDeople at the banquet, and the Maharajah 
and his court came in at the end. He proposed the 
Queen’s health, but the Diwan made the speech pro- 
posing the Viceroy's, and a first-rate one it was, 
Mysore was restored to its native rulers by the English 
Government some years ago, and he spoke of the grati- 
tude felt here on that account; while we also may 
certainly congratulate ourselves upon the success of the 
experiment. T>. replied, and then we wTiii and sat 
out and saw fireworks. There was one most lovely 
bunch of rockets which S2Dread into a great fan against 
the sky. Some wild men from the hills danced a w^ar 
dance, brandishing swords to the music of the big 
trumpets. 

We heard to-night of Nelly’s arrival in England. 

Wednesday, Decemhe?' ist. — There was hunting in 
the early morning with foxhounds, but D. did not go. 
Terence enjoyed it much. 

At eleven we went out to open the ‘ Dufferin Foun- 
tain,’ a handsome and useful memorial of our visit -put 
up by the Maharajah ; and then on to the Maharani’s 
school for ‘ high-caste girls,’ w^here we were to give aw'ay 
the prizes. There are over 400 pupils, and it is a 
most excellent institution. The more I saw of it, the 
more struck I was with the care and the wisdom and 
the i)ractical good sense showm in all the arrangements. 

For the i)rize-giving the girls safe in rows. They 
were wrapped in bright-coloured saris, with very smooth 
hair plaited in a tail, which was sometimes ornamented 
with flowers, sometimes with jewels, and sometimes 
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covcrod with gold ; their noses, oars, foreheads, arms, 
and ankles were laden with jewellery. Tliey went tlirougli 
a little progranime iirst, and sang for ns in Kanarese 
(the language ot* this place), in Sanscrit, in Telcgn, in 
Hindi, and in English. They also ])layed on a stringed 
instrument called a vina. It is quite a new idea for 
Indian ladies to learn sncdi a tiling, hut it has taken 
immensely, and is appreciated by their families ; and it 
is delightful to think of the pleasure it must ho to them- 
selves to play, and sing, and read, and work, and draw 
as they arc taught here, instead of vegetating in ignorance 
and enforced idleness. When I had given the prizes 
the Viceroy went away to receive addresses, and I re- 
mained to see the school at work. 

The daughter of Colonel Martin, the Maharajah’s 
secretary, takes a great interest in the girls, helping them 
with their music, receiving them at her house, and 
examining the school. Miss Martin and the Maharajah 
and a native gentleman, who has done the greater part of 
the work of organisation, went round wuth me, and I saw 
all the classes. The junior ones are held in very long 
galleries divided off hj six-foot partitions. The little 
girls squat on the floor in a square. I heard them read, 
and saw their sums in English figures, and hoard them 
say their geography, and looked at their dictation and 
drawing and work, and was really delighted at the 
way in which everything is taught. Their hooks have 
all been compiled expressly for them, and arc eminently 
suitable. The second reading-hook in both languages 
is ^sop’s Fables, and one could see they understood and 
liked the stories. The more advanced book is all taken 
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from their own religious histories, which arc used as 
illustrating moral lessons, ^ Love to parents ; ’ ‘ o])eclience 
to husbands; ’ ^profitless conversation/ ifec., so that the 
booh is interesting and instructive, and is, moreover, 
highly appreciated by the older members of the family, 
whose prejudices might interfere with the education of 
these girls were they not quite satisfied with every 
arrangement made for them. Sanscrit is learnt, so that 
the women may understand their prayers, said in that 
language. 

Cookery is taught, first in books, then at home, and 
lastly at school, where the prize for it is assigned. I 
was so pleased, too, to find that lessons on hygiene are 
included in the course, and the very book is used that 
I had fixed on as the best to recommend for the use of 
native schools. A hospital assistant takes the class, so 
that it is intelligently taught. 

There is also a Kindergarten class. In fact, the 
■establishment seems to me absolutely perfect, and many 
married women return to it to continue their studies. 
In one room I found several mothers with their own 
little children, the former being the pupils. I must 
not, however, weary you with this subject. 

‘When we were breakfasting this morning, a servant 
handed us each a small bouquet, and, as he did so, he 
said, ‘ A delicate attention ! ’ ‘A delicate attention ! ’ 
It sounded so funny. Afterwards the same man pre- 
sented an address to me, and, as he unfolded it, he said, 
‘ This is another brilliant conception.’ He represented 
himself as having many misfortunes, "first, an unlimited 
family with limited means.’ He calls himself "G. P. 
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Don Juan, ialentoJ Lciucloplera,' and lio anted to 
jirosent ino 'with a ease of buttei-flios, wliieli, he waid, 
would look beautiful, in the drawing-room, ‘ mueli lietter 
tlian English pictures.’ 

The Viccroj^’s two deputations were, one from Coorg, 
a small State under our rule, and one from some cotfeo- 
planters. The former wear a very picturoK([ue dress — a 
long dark blue garment, the sleeves of whic-li reach only 
to the elbow, showmg a white sliirt-sleovo to the wnist, 
a red sash witli daggers in it round the waist, and a 
large turban. The coffee-planters had no grievances to 
complain of, and even like the falling rupee. Is not 
that nice of them ? 

After Imich wo wo3it to the top of a very high hill, 
which I ascended in a jhainpan borne by twelve men, who 
chanted as they w'ent up the thousand steps ; it was a 
wild sort of song, which sounded very inspiriting. D. 
rode up the other side of the hill, and we met at the 
top, where we admired the view of the country and a 
fine specimen of a Hindu temple which ci’owns tlie hill. 
Near the top there is a monolith of a sacred bull, of 
which I got a photograph with his Brahmin priests in 
attendance on him. Our descent w'as rather fatiguing, 
as the thousand steps were very slippery. The Maha- 
rajah drove us homo himself with four horses. 

In the evening we went at a foot pace all through 
the town — looking at Ulummations and at transparencies 
of ourselves, touching trays full of fruits, accepting 
garlands of flowers, and being pelted -svith rose-leaves — to 
the Town Hah, where wo saw a Kanarese play acted, 
and a nautch, and a man climbing up a ladder made of 
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sharp knives vith a heavy pot of water on liis heath 
We sat with the Maharajah under a splendid eanop,y, 
and the cnlertainmont would have lasted hoin'S only 
that he very kindly shortened it for us. 

Tlnirsdaijy 2n(L — We were ready to leave Mysore 
early in the morning, and the Maharajah drove us to 
Seringapatam in his brake. It was a lovely day, and we 
went by a very pretty road. At one place we got out 
to sec what a village house was like. We found in it a 
bedstead in one corner, four cows and some chickens in 
the centre, anti no other furniture or signs of hal)itation. 

At Seringapatam wo drove first of all to the Duke 
of Wellington’s house. It is entirely open both down 
stairs and up, with arches and no doors, and the whole 
is richly decorated and has just now been very well 
restored, so it looks brilliant. On the front of this 
pavilion is depicted one long battle-scene, and the details 
of the picture are most curious and amusing ; the rest 
of the painting of the house is pure decoration. We 
breakfasted there, and then went on to see Hyder Ali’s 
and Tippoo Sahib’s tombs, and to the Fort, where the 
particulars of the siege were explained to us. I will not' 
atteinpt to repeat the mformation to you ! 

Our drive brought us to the railway station, and 
there we parted from the Maharajah, having greatly 
enjoyed our visit to him, and having liked him ex- 
ceedingly. 

We reached Bangalore hi the evening, and had a. 
splendid reception ; the roadsides crowded with people^ 
two addresses and fine silver boxes on the w^ay to the 
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Eesideney ; sokiicrs tliu streets, bands, showers of 

rose-leaves, scliools, llci‘»s, banners, and the mysterious 
initials E.l). stuck u}) everywliei-e. We cannot be ([iiite 
sure what they mean, and can oiily Lliink of Earl 
Dufferin. 

Mr. and Lfi’S. Lyall live here, and, as wo had 
repeatedly been told of the exceeding smallness of the 
Eesideney, I was surprised to find ])alatial rooins and a 
charming house. Our poor Simla cottage would almost 
fit into tlieh* drawing-room. There was, as usual, a 
banquet and a levee before bedtime. 

Friday^ yd , — I was rather unhappy at not hearing 
of the children’s arrival at Colombo, and it was a relief 
this morning to get a telegram from Hermie, ‘All 
perfectly well ; passage very bad.’ I am so sorry they 
have been knocked about, and only hope they were not 
frightened. Letters have also come from home which tell 
me that they had been detained four days at Portland, so 
I fear they really have had a terrible time. 

There was a review this morning, but I did not go 
to see it, and stayed quiet till the afternoon, when I), 
and I were taken to see some gardens and to have tea 
in a park. The S2nd Light Infantry gave the tea, ajid 
some very handsome public offices near were illuminated. 
There were a dinner and ball at the Eesideney. There are 
a good many nice ladies here, and it was a pretty dance. 

Saturday, 4 th . — We lunched with the 12 th Lancers, 
and they gave an afternoon entertainment, with a musical 
ride and a Loyd-Lindsay competition. It was all very 



94 


OUB VIGEBEGAL LIFE IN INDIA ch. ix 


fiiiceessM. The weather was, however, cold and rainy. 
D. and I left the Eesidency after dinner, but ho got into 
his train and slept at the station, while I started for 
Madras in mine. We go different ways the next few days. 

Madras : Siuidaij, ^th . — Here I am, sitting on the 
brink of a stormy ocean, waiting for my poor children. 
It is quite horrid how the wind blows, and worse still tiro 
way in which people tell me that sometimes the ship is 
kept outside this harbour for a week. Mr. Bourke has 
telegraphed to ask me to stay here, and I am much tempted 
to do so, but have not yet quite decided. D. will ariive 
on Saturday, and we could all sail together if I w^ait. 

Sir M. Grant Duff met me at the station ; he is 
alone here with his Staff. It is very kind of him to have 
me here on the eve of his departure. 

Monday, 6th . — Sir M. Grant Duff drove me out 
to Guindy, which I only saw by night when I was here 
before. It consists of three very white double bungalow^s 
joined by covered passages ; an Italian sort of architec- 
ture with ]3illars and carved cornices. The park is two 
miles round, and there are nice gardens glowing with 
the most lovely and brilliant crotons. 

I had an interview with Mrs. Scharlieb, the head of 
the Caste Hospital here, which was not quite so satisfac- 
tory as I had hoped. The finances of the said hospital 
are not in a flourishing condition, and the want of a 
substantial endowment fund is greatly felt, 

Tuesday, jth . — I saw Sir M, Grant Duff’ off to-day, 
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and was much disappointed that the Mlvzaporv did not 
come in. Not only my precious children, but also Mr. 
Bourke, the new Governor of Madras, are on board 
of her. There was a rumour that she was sighted, but 
when I went down to the harbour I found it was untrue. 
The officials who had to lament ' Le roi est mo3*t ' wore 
rather relieved that they were not called upon to say 
' Vive le roi ’ the same afternoon ; but I am sorry the 
children have another night at sea, and as many gentle- 
men in uniform came dowui to the harbour after the 
train left, and as the carriage and four and all the body- 
guard were out, it would not have been so difficult to 
manage the two functions after all. We remain here to- 
night with the new Military Secretary, Major Stuart 
Mackenzie, as our host. 

Wednesday, Stlu — I was up at six, and got down 
to the pier just in time to see the boat arrive, with 
the children gesticulating wildly as they discovered me 
waiting for them. They look well, though they have 
been very ill, and their last days have been wretched. It 
was a very happy meeting, and they are full of descrip- 
tions of the events of their voyage. 

In the afternoon I took them to the People's Park, 
where there is a small collection of animals. We saw 
quite a big tiger sucking a baby's bottle of milk, and 
some young hyenas fed in the same way. 

It is cold here, and as the house is built for great 
heat one feels it greatly. 

Tuesday, — Saturday was to have been such a. 
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happy day, D, returning to us, and our all being together 
at last ; l)ut there was a rift in the lute. D. had accepted 
Hr. Bourke's invitation to sleep at Government House, 
and ^ve were to go on board early next morning. I 
found, however, that Hermic had a headache and looked 
feverish, so I made her lie down till the time for D.’s 
arrival, and then she was able to go down to help to 
receive him. Dr. Findlay was with D., and I had him 
up at once, and he found Hermie’s temperature was 102. 

I the]]) decided to take hei* and the other children on 
board, leaving D. on shore. This renewed separation 
was a disappointment, you must allow. The harbour 
was by way of being calm, but there was a terrible swell, 
and we were rolled about in an alarming way on our 
voyage to the Clive. Once there I put my invalid into 
my bed — a real bed — and I slept on a sofa by her. D. 
came on board on Sunday morning, and happily the 
w^'eather changed completely, and Sunday, Monday, and 
to-day (Tuesday, 14th) it has been perfectly calm, and 
very warm and pleasant. 

D. is enjoying the rest on board (a ship being the 
only place where business cannot reach him), and seeing 
the children about him is very pleasant ; the holiday 
would have been perfect but for Hermie’s illness. 

I must now try to tell you a little about the bit of 
the tour which I missed when I came to Madras. 

D. went first to Trichinopoly, and then on to Madura, 
which seems to have been extremely interesting. The 
temple there is most lovely, and is filled with great 
figures of demons and animals, some of gold and some 
of silver, the temple itself being covered with beautiful 
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cjirving both outside iiiid in, and an inunonse 

place. There are nautch «;irls tliei-c' who arc dedicated 
to the service of the hauplo, and wIk^ dance before the 
goddess, and they also performed before the Aheeroy. 
Their costume seems to be most extraordinary. The 
front part liangs in petticoats, but tbe ])ack is only 
trousers, and the elfect is peculiar. 

Tcinjore was the next place D. \\ent to, aiul rallaa* a 
funny thing happened to him tliero. lie was goin.i* over 
the palacci with the re2u*esenlativ(‘ of tlK‘ old J^riiict's 
of Tanjore, who had arrangtid for D. to speLik to the 
eleven Piaiiis and other ladies tlirough tht‘ purdah ; but 
when it came to the time for this intervi(‘w, lu' said, 
' No, you are the Anceroy; you may come luihiiul the 
iuirdah,’and accordingly he slipi^ed him within its sacred 
precincts. The ladies liad not expected liim, and were 
not dressed out in tlicir })est, and no oiui could speak 
any intelligible language. However, a sort of chatieiung 
went on, and they made signs towards a chair, which, 
being covered with crimson cloth, ll. lltonght ho was 
to sit down on. lie turned, and was just al)oiit to do 
so, when he thought he saw a slight movemcait, aaid lie 
fancied there might be a little dog tbei*e, whoi two 
women imlled the cloth open, and there was the prin- 
cipal Eani! — a little old woman wiio only reaclu^d half- 
w^ay up the back of the cliair, and whom the Viceroy 
had been within an acc of scpiashing. He said it gave 
him such a turn ! 

Ho went on to Pondicherry, where a very great 
reception was given him by th(j French Governor. 
There was a long banquet with speeches every course, 
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and then a ball, at 'which D. sat on a throne beWccn the 
dances ; and there was a cotillon during ^Yhieh lie got 
no rest, from which he brought home a lock of hair tied 
up with blue ribbon which he said belonged to ' Henrietto,’ 
but which I found had really come out of a cracker. 

D. looked very tired when he got to Madras, as well 
he might, for he has had seven weeks of really hard 
work — travelling, sight-seeing, performing functions, and 
carrying on his usual business. The complicated 
arrangements for our tours are all made by Lord 
William Beresford, who has a perfect genius for organi- 
sation. We travel by special train, and every day’s 
journey, every function we have to perform, every inter- 
view accorded, every entertainment accepted, every sight 
to be seen, all our dinners, luncheons, and teas are 
timed and noted down, and a complete programme of 
them all is printed and given to us before we start. 
Lord William never leaves anything, in the business 
way, to chance, and seems to foresee and to provide 
against every possible contingency, so that the whole 
thing works smoothly and there is never a hitch any- 
where. Still these days on board, with a nice calm 
sea, have been a rest, and have done D. the greatest 
good- 

Wednesday, i^th . — It seems to be measles that 
Hermie has, and I am only allowed to speak to her 
through the door. I am so sorry for the poor child, it 
will be such a disappointment to her to be laid up on 
her first arrival at Calcutta. 



CHAPTER X 


CALCUTTA, 1SS6-7 

l)i:cKMr»ja! 15, iSvS6, -lo Maucji 15, iNN; 

Tliurs(l(t(},T)ocem}M'r 2 ^r(L — We hnuP'd al (^ilcaiita on 
Wednesday (the 15lli) afternoon, to )K\i^in oiir third year 
in India. The river looked lovely with all tlie slu]).s 
dressed, and the Priusop’s Ghat was gay with i»c*o[)lo 
waiting our arrival. 

Wo made the hoys as tidy as possible, ami then we 
landed with them. It w^as 3‘afcher an oj'doal \valking 
slowly through all the people collected tlic^re and looking 
out for those we knGw\ Wo said ‘How do you do?' 
from side to side the whole Avay Lo <nir carriage. 
Directly I got to the house I went to peep at Jlca-mie, 
who had been carried through tlio town in a doolct^. 
We have put her into her own maid’s i-oonn wliitdi is a 
small one, and she will be comfortable, though very dull, 
there, as she is kept in quarantine. She licrself feds 
quite liappy and thankful to bo ‘at home.’ The otlicr 
children dined with us. 

Now I will tell you about the next few days all in 
one, for we have done nothing very particular and are 
iji the throes of unpacking and settling. On the top 
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storey there are dresses and parcels and opeu ('iipi)oards ; 
on the lower one bundles of paper, books, photograph 
frames, aud ‘household gods’ of all sorts, while in tlio 
bottom storey the boys’ goods are displayed, and elibrts 
are being made to discover the missing links in their 
wardrobes. 

There really is a groat deal to settle in many ways, 
and the advent of so many children alters the even 
teiiour of oin* dailj^ routine. 

Eiding is the great excitement, and the boys are 
both delighted with their ponies, and have so far been 
out twice a day. 

Everyone is so glad to be back at Calcutta, and the 
six A.D.C.S are all on duty now. It is long since wo 
have had so large a party. 

I took the children one afternoon to Barrackpore, 
and we lunched and had tea on the launch. Another 
day we went to the Zoo. There are two baby ourang- 
outangs there, who are the most comical little creatures ; 
and there is a new monster in the way of a monkey, 
wdio is a terrible caricature of a man, and beside whom 
the old ourang-outang looks quite a beauty. He has a 
great grey face, and as he stoic quietly out to snatch his 
food and carry it back to his den he had all the appear- 
ance of a ruffianly thief, and made one shudder. 

Fridaij, 24th. — The time flies, and I am so busy 
that I can scarcely find a moment to write down all 
that happens. The Duke and Duchess of Manchester 
and Lady Alice Montagu arrived on Wednesday 
morning (22nd). The Duchess ’at once announced 
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that she could not stand a Christ mas ^vitlioui. a 
tree. I had thoii<^hi ot* having one la'I'orc', lull oeJv 
\agnely, so she decided me, and we at once siait 
off a steam launch to Ijring a 11]* iVoiu stunewlu'i-i', jnid 
settled to go out ]iext morning in seaivli of oniaiueiits 
for it. 

In tlu^ evening we had the drawingn-ooin. ^Ye diiu'd 
in toa-govns and dressed aftenvai'ds, and \V(‘r(' ail as 
smart as possilde ; and the children were' alK)\\i-d to stand 
in a corner of tlie Throne-room, wlieia^ lluw saw \ery 
well until the private entree was o\er, aiul (lie pt‘oj)l(^ 
belonging to it got in front of them. It was a. ^('^y 
pretty and a very largo dra^^ing-room, and our\isilors 
liked seeing it very much, unci cnjoyc‘d tin* drum ^^ith 
which it ended. 

ChrinfuiuH Daij . — We had a ' I'egular ' Christmas 
Day. The children began it with an early ride, Hennie 
going out foj* the lirst time. I lent heu* ‘ No Nuim,' and 
she enjoyed it immensely. Lady Alice rodc‘ ‘ rinl)y,’ 
Nelly’s horse. Then we all had breakfast togetiua-, a.ud 
afterwards went to church. On our rcdurii ^\e work(.‘d 
hard at the Christmas-tree till lunch-time. It ^\ as placc‘d 
in a gilt tub at one end of tlio ball-room, and was ratlua* 
a bushy and Oriental sort of pine, hut lhi*ce bands of iron 
to compress its figure and to hold 3 *(A\s of camihjs im- 
proved it greatly; wo then hung on glass halls, and 
golden chains, and tinsel off our Jiative visit-garlands, 
and odds and ends purchased for the occasion, so tliai it 
ended by being a very respectable tree. In its neighbour- 
hood wxas a fish-pond, iirto which all the presents were 
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pnt, and the tyiiig and packing up of inysteviouH ])ar(‘i'ls 
filled every spare moment of the day. At four o’clock 
ve drove to the Zoo, and showed off the now monkeys 
with great sircccss, and then we all rested till dimnu'- 
time. The children of course dined with us, and wo 
were a party of twenty-six ; Mr. Baring being the only 
invited guest. The tree was lighted up directly after, 
and was pronounced to be ‘ lovely.’ Then came the 
fishing and a period of the greatest excitement. The 
parcels were all dheetod, and the fisherman had to 
deliver his fish to tire proper owner. We all gave and 
received, and all seemed delighted with the luesonts 
they got, and established little corners of their own 
m which they put their thmgs. The boys had riding 
whips and spurs, and boxes of games, and books and 
teimis racquets, and the gilds had necklaces, and riding 
whips, racquets, &c., &c. They were so pleased, and 
gloated over their corners with beaming faces. T too had 
some dehghtful presents, and was equally pleased with 
my own corner. 

We danced and played games afterwards, and wound 
up with snapdragon, which always delights as much as 
it alarms the children. 

Thursday, January 6 th, 1887. — ^Irodcfor the first time 
with the children — such a family party of riders ! — and 
Blanche drove with the Duchess. We all met at Ballygunge, 
where there was tea and polo. In the evening we went to 
a party at the Nawab of Dacca’s. He has taken a house 
here, and is giving entertainments almost every day. 
There had been a dinner party, but we only went to the 
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native music anclnaiiLeh aftcT it. Tlu‘ Slui iiiirMia, vliiHi 
is joined on to the house, is beaiitihilly lUTauL^od, whli 
a nice wooden ilooi* lor diincin<i, and viUi ourLains and 
furniture and chandeliers. 'When wo first arn\('il we 
looked at some specimens of J^acca niirniifaclu! Iho 
most curious and wonderful l)t‘ing a large' mat nuuh' of 
ivory. It is hig enough to co\er a sofa, and iir. soft 
and smooth and ilexildo as iiie ihiest grass iii:itiiug. 
The art may he said to have died out, ;is tin* v)niy man 
w'ho made these mats well is dead, 'fhr Nawa]> also 
showed us some jcwc'lleiy. has tlie sister diamond 

to the Koh-i-Noov. The one is the ^ Mountain of Light,’ 
the other the ‘ llivor of Light;’ tlie lattc*r is a flat 
diamond, and is not therefore very striking to our eyes. 
He has a few other fine diamonds set in stars and on 
sword-handles. There was only one girl to daiua', and 
wlien we had seen enough of her wo listi'UC'd to some 
native music. One of tlic performers did all tiu' t'xpri'S- 
sion with his face, and made such grimaces oi‘ agony 
and cast up such beseeching eyes that it ))ecam(' quite 
emharrassing. 

We left at about cloven, having had a pleasant 
evening, but I hear that some ])eoplu stayed until 
two. 


Friday, yth, — We went to see the Hint this morning, 
and found the making of rupees and qnai*t(‘r-annas 
and pice a most interesting process to ol)servc. 'fhe 
molten silver pouring out of I'cd-hot cauldrons was 
the first and prettiest thing; we carefully folio w’cd the 
whole process, and saw” the flattening out of the ])ar.s of 
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silver and copper, the washing and stamping, and tlic 
counting and iDacldng of the money. In this IMint tlioy 
coined ninety- six millions of pieces last year. 

We had a very successful tent-pegging and tiltiiig 
afternoon, which greatly delighted the children. They 
all rode at the rings, and wdiether they took them or 
not were equally pleased. We had never tried it before 
at Calcutta, but a toleraidy quiet place behind the Port 
was arranged for it, and the Duchess and I looked on 
while fourteen people of our own party on horseback 
galloped about in front of us. Mr. Wallace on the 
Masher was foremost as usual, and when ho lost his 
helmet and rushed about with a spear in his hand and 
a big cigar in his mouth, he became the terror of all 
beholders. Some of the Bengal Cavalry soldiers tent- 
pegged too ; they shout as they ride along, and make 
it very exciting by their noise and the air with wdiich 
they go at the peg. D. likes tent-pegging very much, 
and he it was wdio suggested this afternoon’s amuse- 
ment. 

A dinner and a very small dance in tlic evening for 
Lady Alice Montagu. I never saw so many strangers 
here before, and it was quite difficult to make them all 
out at dinner. This was the smallest dance we have 
had, and we only used one part of the ball-room — a long 
room which runs at the bottom of it. 

After dinner w^c ladies went straight up tliere and 
sat at one end, wdiieh was arranged as a sitting-room ; 
opposite it at the other end, behind the pillars, was a 
buffet ; the band-stand w^as in the real ball-room, but ^Yas 
shut out from it by screens, so, that it looked as though 



i887 cAJ.crrri mi 

it wore in a roec's.s. Wo only hinl about i\\0Diy dandji^^* 
conplcy, and tlioro was lots of spaca‘ tnid an ^oa-L-ilanl 
floor, and wo ended jninctnally at t\\ol\t‘. 


Sunday, glh . — Tlio irauchostt^rs have ioH, and we 
were very sorry to lose tluan. The Duchess is ihe iiu'st 
delightful visitor to have — mwer horc'd, auid rdways al)k‘ 
to interest herself hi eveiytliin.i;. 'Die Jvost^btrys and 
Mr. Ferguson arrived this morning, aiul their ad\eiit, 
combined witli a wet Saturday, d('cidc‘d us imt to gn 
to Barraclq^ore this week. 

Wednesday, i2tlK — Sir Alfred Lyall and one daugh- 
ter came this morning, and there wt‘re st(‘(‘pleehas< s in 
the afternoon, to which the whole party wtmt, lt‘a\ iiig nu‘ 
first to my Committee meeting and Lluai to a. Iialf- 
holiday with the children. 

Friday, — If Ido not tell you that I am working 
extremely hai‘d over my Fund every morning, \ou will 
think it very dissipated of mo to attend an anernoon 
dance to-day. It was a very i>relty and successful one, 
given hy Mr. and Mrs. Moncrioffe and her parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Muir, on board the (dnn Mav})hrrsou, a 
steamer whicli sails for Liverpool to-morrow. We Wtilked 
through some quadiillcs, looked out upon the? were 
lighted up with electric lights and Chinese lanterns, and 
enjoyed ourselves much. 

I must finish this by recording for your beiudit a 
delightful specimen of Indian EnglisJi ; it is in tlie 
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tc-Tininatioii of a letter — ‘You liave been very kind to 
mcs and may God Aluiiglity give you tit for tat.’ 

Safiirudjf, isth , — Lord Eosebery wished to see the 
little French settlement here, so we left Calcutta early, 
and v'eiit first to Barrackpore, where we lunched, 
and then continued our voyage to Cliandernagorc. We 
had such a funny visit there. The Governor and his 
Staff met us at the landing-place, and ho led me up 
to a carriage, into which, after presenting the Eoseberys 
to him, I got. We then made a state progress round 
the town, and admired the Fi'cnch palm-trees and the 
Fronch-Indian bazaar, and remarked that it was very 
unlike ‘ Le Boulevard des Italiens,’ and not very dissimilar 
to other Indian villages. Having exhausted the sights, 
we drove to the Government House, and 1, arm in arm 
with the Governor, marched through the group of 
French officials, who waited on the steps, to the central 
chair of, a large circle arranged in the reception-room, 
durbar fashion. There 1 sat in state and conversed 
with the Governor. The other ladies meantime were 
handed in by the Staff, and were seated in a row by 
themselves, wdiile the men, having deposited them, 
retired to the doorway. Then it was suggested to the 
Governor that ‘ces Messieurs’ would like to be pre- 
sented to me, so on thej’- came one by one, and as each 
passed before me he took his seat in the row opposite 
to tlie ladies. This ceremony being over, the circle was 
complete. The Governor cxnd I conversed in the centre, 
the ladies and gentlemen sat opposite each other in rows. 
Presently there was another happy thought, and another 
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sot of pivsc'iitations : aU {'’i" i;,!.-. -■ i'"‘ in 

(iToiiins; dross, and stnnc in iVo<d> i-nals, U'u! .dl f;;'" \ ; 

silk opova hats, Avaiv takmi uj! sini;lY, ajid v.-’n n m- 
(lucecl to Liuly iloSflH'ry, Jiland'.'. and d'ail'i mi'i'Ili' 
OlcTC — and still tho Govonior and 1 lalki'd. '1 ia>i 
the ‘Military Rocrolavy’ of the RIalo a]"pri ai-hi ■! liu 
Governor and said Jfor hi'ceellcncy laid lo Icavo al fno 
o’clock. So wo rose, and niiirnuirinn of , -•ni of na, 
he led mo, followed hy onr roKpeoti\i‘ sniics, in;o a 
dining-room, nhoro a largo, laldo nas snnaid \\ ilh hiM-aits 
and champagne-glassoB. "Wo all drank tin, howi\cr: 
no bottles wore opened, and jio one was askcii lo 
‘ porter nn toast.’ We wore otferod onr ‘plat national 
le kok ’ (cake), and, having parlakon id' it. wo i,<vok 
arms again, entered the carriages, drove to (he glu'il, 
stepped carefully over a rod pafhnay to our launch, 
bowed and eomplinionted each otb(>r, and tlun wo sailed 
awa 5 n I am sorry for the Governor, [must say! lie 
has a large family of married dangiders and grai'd- 
children and a wife too in Taris, and he is torn frein 
them, and from ‘los Boulevards ’ to perainlmlaP- in soli- 
tude the melancholy ghats of Clhandei-nngor('. 

Sti)i<hiif, iGtli. — The lloschorys and iVlr. Th'rguson 
went off to Daqeeling, the Lyalls to Allahahad, and wi- 
walked over to visit the elephants, and had a tptiet evening. 

Mondaif, xyth. — The voyage down from Barraekjiore, 
was (juite cold, in spite of the bright sun. 

Prince Frederick Leopold of Prussia, with his two 
gentlemen, arrived here yesterday, hut their Oonsnl took 
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them in charge, and h}'' means oi‘ our launch and our 
carriages showed them the sights of Calcutta, and tlu'v 
slept and dined at our house. On our return aao sau 
the Prince, and he lunched ^^ith us, and tlien went oif 
to Darjeeling. 

We had another jaunt in a steamer this afternoon. 
We went by General Chesnev’s invitation to see some 
torpedo practice. I think "submarine mines’ were 
what we really saw. A ship called the T’ujn^ took us 
twelve miles down the river to the Fort of Budge-Budg<‘, 
with a largo party of people on boai'd ; wo had tea, and 
it was very warm and pleasant. Wlum we reached tlie 
place where the mine was laid, a ])argc coiivert(3d into 
a sort of man-of-war was towed over it, and suddenly a 
noise w’as heard, and a great mass of mud and 'svater 
rose into the air, and when it fell agai]! there was no 
boat to be seen, nothing but fragments left. The ex- 
periment w-as quite successful, and it was a very fine 
sight ; there w^as a burst of applause, after a hushed 
moment of aw’e, from all the spectators. After this the 
effect produced by two " bumping buoys ’ w^as exhibited. 
As the launch touched them, the mines (in this case 
some way off) exploded, and tall fountains w^ere projected 
into the air. There ’were othei’ experiments with smaller 
charges of powder, but after seeing the two first splendid 
ones we did not appreciate the tiny explosions so much. 
ITnfortunately D. did not come with us, as ho always 
rather dreads a holiday on account of the accumulation 
of papers that follows upon it, nor had he understood 
that the "torpedo practice’ was likely to be so inter- 
esting. 
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Tiii’a.ltiii, iSllt, and, ]V('dn,"id,iii, 19//;.— \\ o 'i:; vo lind 
two roally ([uict and donu'.,-iiic days, with laniily i-idc^ 
and family (‘veiiinftfi, and havt' -'njoyt'd Ih.cm nnudi. 

I liavi) also bean V(iry busy llnisliiny (lio .uuma! 
report of my Firnd. 

I saw Mr. Wesley ji>!!,i 1 ey, who ostablisbcd ilte Leper 
Mission in India, and lie gave me a b'lTilde accomil Ijodi 
of the numbers and of tlic snirorings of these ]ioor ere.i- 
tui-cs. The lowest estimate sliows that tliere are i 35,000 
in India, and of tlioso there are 56,000 in Denial alone. 
The cost of keeping one in an as\'lum is 6/. a year, and 
it certainly is a most deserving charity. 

Thnrsdfii/, 20th. — The EoHel)orys returned from Dar- 
jeeling, having seen a view, l)ut not the viiov. Dad 
weather is coming on there, and here it looks threaten- 
ing too. 

Wo had a very big dinner in the iMarble ifall, and 
talked, and listojicd to quartettes in the evening, as it 
was too soon after the state ball to get up a dance. 

Fridiiii, 2ist. — Lord Fife iind Mr. Ogks arrived this 
morning, and after lunch we took the whole ])arty to stM‘ 
the King of Oudo’s Pabvo, but unluckily it came on to 
rain so badly that wo could not do it timroughly, and 
left half the sights unseen. 

Wednesdai/, 26th. — The ordeal of my ]ni)ilie meeting 
had to be gone through to-day, i)ut it was got over in a 
satisfactory way. The Viceroy took the chaii', and ve 
had on the platform a very representative! gathering. 
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There were the Councillors, and the E. C. Archbishop, 
and the High Priest of the temple of Baidyaiuith, and 
Hindu and Mahometan gentlemen of position, and Judgc^s, 
and in the hall an equally characteristic gathei-ing. Mr. 
Peile presented the report. Mr. Cruicksliank seconded 
him. He speaks clearly and well. Then we had a good 
speech fi‘om tlie Lieutenant-Governor and a very nice 
one from Abdul Jubber, a Mahometan of the old school, 
whom I was very glad to sec supporting the Scheme. 
After this came an unexpected interpolation, when a 
Hindu gentleman, Maharajah Narcndra Krishna, pro- 
posed, and Nawab Abdul Latoef seconded, a vote of 
thanks to me for having established the National Associ- 
ation. I), replied to this in a little speech wliich was 
mucli appreciated, and which -will, I think, ])0 iiscdul to 
us. He said ho wished as an ‘ outsider * to address 
both a compliment and a criticism to the managers of 
the Association, The compliment was upon the lucidity 
and simplicity of our state papers, and the criticism 
was that ' the governing body of the Fund arc a great 
deal too modest in their demands and requisitions*’ 
He said that, instead of bounding our ambition to the 
sum of five lakhs, we ought rather to ask for fifty lakhs, 
and he ended by saying, ‘No one knows ])etter than 
myself the difficulty of obtaming money in India. It is 
one of those disagreeable problems which I have had to 
face under very disheartening circumstances, but let me 
tell the Lady President of the Fund that it will probaldy 
prove a far more graceful, as well as more successful 
method, to throw herself on the genei'osity of the Indian 
people than, as I have been obliged to do, to resort to 
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those mechanical moans by whicli nloiio tlio <U)V(‘nimout 
coffers can be replenislied.’ 

After this came a vote of thanks to the Vici'i’ov liiiii- 
self, and I asked the sccondc]* of this to c^xpross oui* thaiilcs 
to Major Cooper, who, as honorary S(Kii’etary, lias bo(‘ii 
quite invaluable. He has worked like a slaves, and lu^vrr 
lets any pleasure interfere with tills work, wliieli. aftta* 
all, is purely voluntary. 1 am afraid he uul-i < 4*0 home 
for a change this spring, and Mr. Gore' is going to Ijidp 
me in his place, but I shall of courst‘ liavi' a gi*cat tleal 
more to attend to myself in his absence. 

Monday, 31.9L — I went to open tli(‘ Ezim 1 [os- 
pital, which Mrs. Ezra has built for th(‘ Ji'ws, in 
memory of her husliand. I found myself in a fSlianuaua. 
and on a throne, wdth the Licutonant-Covernor at my 
side, and tlie Jewdsh community before me. As 1). did 
not come, Rir Eivers Thompson had to make tlie liille. 
speech for me. I declared tlus hosjiital open, and 
was handed a very smart cushion, on "wliich lay siieh a 
key! A gold key with a diamond handle, my em-onet 
and initials on the top, and a beautiful crystal hanging 
from it on ^Yhich the inscrii)tion is engraved. It was 
made in Paris, and is very lovely. Armed wdth this 
‘ baksheesh,' and followed l)y Mrs, Ezra, Lady Hassoon, 
and a ci-ow^d of other people, I turned the wonderful 
key in the lock of tlic big door and entered the hos- 
pital. It is a fine building, and there are fcwunty sepnrate 
wards, and Mrs. Ezra has not only built l)ut has also 
endowed the hospital. Her mother. Lady Sassoon, \Yas 
there, and some sons and two pretty little girls of her 
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own. Wc liarl tea in one of the I'ooms, and then I de- 
parted, feeling I had not half earned the l^eautiful key. 
The only way of doing so that I could think of was to 
say I would hrmg the Viceroy to sec the hospital, so I 
must capture him some afternoon this week and show it 
to him. 

Having heard from Lord Eosebery of the charms of 
the Eden Gardens, ‘ at 6.15 ’ on a Monday night, I de- 
termmed to see them this once, and so at the proper 
hour we started off, and found a hand playing, electric 
lights brilliantly illuminating the place, and all Calcutta 
walking up and down in the unbecoming glare. 

Tuesday, Fehmary 1 st . — I had a very long and im- 
portant Committee meeting before going out to ride. 

Thursday, p\l . — The children drove to see the paper- 
chase, and we had tilting in the afternoon and a big 
dinner and dance in the evening. The weather con- 
tinues so cold that I was shivering in the ball-room, but 
it was pleasant for the dancers. 

Monday, llh.—Aa it would not be possible to keep 
the Queen’s Jubilee in June on account of the hot weather, 
the sixteenth of this month has been fixed for its celebra- 
tion, and Calcutta is now a city of bamboos. Every 
house in the place is caged in by a scaffolding prepara- 
tory to the illuminations, and the whole town looks as if 
it were in the hands of the masons. Our house and all 
our gateways are covered with bamboo-spars, and our 
dome is ribbed with rows of lamps; little saucers for 
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oil are all the way round tlie top of Liu* lunist*, and 
men are kept tliei'o to \Yatcli over them, as tiu* erows and 
hawks knoek them down. Our pillars art' stuek with 
nails for lights, like almoiuls in a piulding. Our minds 
too are greatly excited, and everyone Is liusy. rioiue 
arc arranging for the lireworks — live Ion ^^eig]lL of (hem 
and 22,000 rupees’ woidli. Some are wi’ii leg a,ddresst"-, 
and some are reading them: soiiu', an* dL‘<*j) in llie en- 
tertainment to the school eliildren, and some art* oeeupied 
with the second day’s sports and L-u' e\i*inng }>r(fepssL>u. 
Tlie Church, the Army, the Ooveniuuau, all oiludals and 
all trades are engaged in arraugeuieids of staiu* kind in 
connection with the celebration of the sixit'ejith. Some 
people look forward with dread to the aceidciuts that may 
happen in the crowd or to the huupligliters, whik* soiut* 
are horribly alarmed at having to go ihrongli lireworks 
and illuminations in a euvviage and tour ! 


WethtcHiliy, gth, — I got up early to visit the ‘^Lady 
Dufferin Dispensary ’ here, hut the details of iny ins])ee- 
tion I will keep for a report. In tlio afternotm 1 gave 
away the prizes at the Bothune Sehool. The ‘ lady 
superintendent’ of that institution is a native* lady, and 
she is a Master of Arts, w^hich is a rare distinct knu 
This school carries on the higher education of woiiieii, 
and the committee is very proud of having sixteen un- 
married girls over fourteen years of age* at it ! 


Tliursdai/, ioth . — We went to a flower-show, and had 
tea at Belvedere, spending rather a pleasant afteruexm ; 

VOL, 11. 
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and wc finished the day with a dinner and very small 
dance. Sir Frederick Eoborts just returned from Biirmah, 
and the Pope’s delegate just ‘ setting up ’ in Lidia, were 
the chief guests at dinner, hut the latter and his x\rch- 
bishop left before tlie dance began. We had it in our 
small room, and it seemed to be much enjoyed by the 
selected guests. 

Friilaij, iiili, — Miss Helen Bourchier, M.D., the first 
doctor I have brought out from England, arrived here on 
her way to Madras, and I was glad to find she impressed 
everyone favourably. 

I took her with me in the afternoon to visit the 
Campbell Hospital, which is very large. The poorest 
natives go to it, and there is a medical school attached 
to it with lectures in the Yernacular. The hospital itself 
is in a nice situation, and is like a great railway station 
inside, with beds in hundreds standing in the otherwise 
bare space. It is badly off for a private ward for women, 
and if we could get money to build one it would bo a 
great help as a training place for doctors and nurses, as 
the pauper women go freely into hospital. I inspected 
the students in a fine lecture-hall belonging to the school, 
and gave them two days’ holiday. These young men, 
when ‘finished,’ are hospital assistants, and go out into 
the country districts, whore they are glad to take fees of 
sixpence or eightpence. 

The weather continues very cold— a minimum of 
72° in the shade, and going down to 42° in the night, 
while Madras is 87° day and night. I see by the paper 
that we had only two hundred and fifty seven hours 
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of sunshine in January out of a possible throe hundrotl 
and ninety. — Terrible destitution ! 

Saiunlajj, i 2 lh . — Lord and Lady Aberdeen Ca]itain 
Sinclair; and Lord BLickinghamsliire arrived to-day to 
stay with us. 

Mondaij, i^fh. — D. and I wont to the marriage of an 
officer in the body-guard with a very pretty gii*!. Tlioy 
had one of the smartest weddings in tlie prettiest eliureli 
I have seen in India. It is in the Fort. All tlio oilhaa-s 
were in uniform, and all the ladies in their Ix'st dressc's, 
and the floral decorations were quite lovely. Thrive little 
bridesmaids in cream colour, with sashes, ])oots, and 
feathers to match the scarlet uniforms, looked very well, 
and the bridegroom’s body-guard dress was very hand- 
some. 

Tuesday^ iSth . — I took Lady Aberdeen to visit an 
institution which seems to be a very good one of its 
kind. It is a sort of home for women in ti-oublc, and is 
kept by a Miss Fendall, who must have a special gift for 
the work of rescue. She built the house and manages 
all herself. 

In the evening we went to a large ball at JSelvtidere, 
the last one of the Eivers Thompson’s reign. In lionour 
of the Jubilee the whole place was illuminated. 

Wednesday, i6tli. Jubilee Day . — were awoke 
this morning by the first gun of a salute of loi 
fired in honour of this day. As soon as possildc I got a 
daily paper and read the honour list. To Sir Donald 
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Mackenzie Wallace I sent off a note of coiigraLiilation at 
once, and then I impressed upon my mind all the other 
friends who were to bo found in the list with now titles. 
Two new Orders appear for the first time to-day — one is 
a higher grade which has been added to the ‘Indiani 
Empire,’ and the other is to be givcii in recognition of 
great Oriental learning. There arc fifteen Hindus and 
fifteen Mahometans who get this, l^nt under different 
titles, both equally unpronounceable. The Hindus arc 
‘ Mahamahopadhyaya,’ while the Mariomotans are 
‘ Shams-ul-Ulaina.’ A particular turl)an and a chudder 
or cloak take the place of the ribbon and star. The next 
excitement w’as the receii)t of a telegram to me sent by 
the Maliarajah of Ulwar with Es. 50,000 for my Fimd, 
and one from the ifaharajah ofBikaneer with Es.to,ooo, 
and Lord Aberdeen kindly sent me up Es. 500 for tlic^ 
same object. 

This was all before 8 a.m. At that hour we break- 
fasted in the smartest clothes we could produce ; the meii 
especially quite gorgeous in their best uniforms. D. wore 
his Eifle uniform and all his stars, and tlie children ap- 
peared with Jubilee medals on their breasts. We had to 
start oS directly after ; four carriage-loads first, three of 
them with teams, postillions, outriders, &c. The crowd 
on the Maidan was immense, and wo saw' it w'ell as we 
drove on to the parade-ground and took our jdaccs near 
the flag. Not only were there masses of people on the 
grass, but the trees w’ere full of them, and all w'erc in the 
best of humours. The Yicoroy, Sir E. Eoberts, and a 
very brilliant Staff I’ode up punctual to the appointed 
time, and began the paradej by iuspecting the troops, of 
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whom lliore wove 3,000. Tlien ilio sa-hu.o was livod in 
throe divisious, with a ftui-dc-Jolr betwron o.iid (his 
ended by throe clieers for the (Jnoeii from Liu uioo. Tluy 
then marched past, and rn'torwards advrnu-od To-* |]\iiinal 
salute. The massed bands played ‘ Ood savt‘ tlio ’ 

many times diirmg the perioriuanco, and tlie bod\'--unrd, 
whicJi at one tinie was dnnMi up luhind them, loolcod 
splendid. 

Tile whole tiling lasted an hour and {ulmU', ^^hieh^^as 
quite as long as was advisalile, for at 10 tiix‘ sun is 
very powerful, and is oven soinewliat alcinning win n one 
has to face it in one’s best bonnet. No soldiers lainted 
or ‘ fell out,’ and I do not think any accident of any kind 
occurred. 

We drove to the Catliodj-al from the paj*ade-grouiid. 
The Yiceroy, havhig dismountod, got into the carriage 
with mo, and we were received at tlie door liy tlu‘ Jlishop, 
the Clergy, and the Councillors. In pi’ooession we 
marched aj) the chmvh, a,nd there was a Viwy uiee 
service, with a good deal of singing, some stringed instru- 
ments accompanying the organ. The ajithcm was coin- 
jiGsed for the occasion, and the prayers \\crc special ones. 
The Bishop spoke with great feeding of the (^lu-eii. The 
Cathedral was crowded, and many people stood tlui wbol(‘ 
time. 

A great numl^cr of strangers arc staying in Calcutta 
for this celebration. The A]>ordeciis, Lord BueJungliam- 
shire, the Master of Polwartli, Captain Hinclair, Lord 
Shaftesbury, and Mr, Toynbee are vith us. TJio 
Annesleys, Egertons, Howlands, and Sir William Cairns 
are at hotels, or with other friends. 
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Of course flags are flying everywhere ; tlie ships in 
the river are dressed, and both the town and the people 
are looking as gay as possible. 

While we were at church, processions of a religions 
character were formed in different pai'ts of the town, 
each ward having been allowed a certain sum of money 
for the purpose of organising them. 

At two o'clock the school children, about S,ooo 
Christian ones, were assembled in Belvedere and fed, 
while marionettes and conjurors were provided for their 
amusement. The ' Zoo ’ was given up to the native 
schools, and all assembled later on tlie Maidan to sec the 
fireworks. 

Twenty-two thousand prisoners have been released 
throughout the country, as well as all debtors (not fraudu- 
lent) of sums under Es. lOO, the Government paying 
their debts. 

The afternoon function went off splendidly, and I 
think half a million of people were there to enjoy it. 

We drove out to attend it at half-past four, most of 
our party going on first, and the Viceroy and I driving 
to the Maidan in state. The race stand had been con- 
verted into a large amphitheatre, wings having been 
added to each side of it; and facing it was erected a 
dais, on which the Lieutenant-Governor and the Coun- 
cillors were placed, and on wiiich the Viceroy stood to 
receive addresses. The delegates who came to present 
them sat in rows between us and the stand, the soldiers 
were drawn up behind, and a vast crowd covered the 
Maidan. The proceedings opened by a speech from Sir 
Eivers Thompson, and then the deputations came up in 
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turn, and the chairman of each handed up an addr(‘sS;, 
which \Yas received, but not read. 1 think there' ^^e3■e 
300 addresses, and the delegates passt'd fis at a levc'e'. 
When this procession was over, and iho white rolls of 
parchment lay in a great heap behind the Vic(‘roy, 1 ). 
read his reply. Having linished this part of the. ]n-o- 
ecedings, wo had a little time to Sj)are bcdovc' it wa.s dark 
enough for Llie fireworks to begin, and wc W(‘nt to lo(dc 
at the school children, who were sahdy enclosed in tlie 
race paddock, ddiey seemed very happy ; Llu‘ arrangt'- 
ments for their amusement had ))oen most successfully 
made, and they had enjoyed themselves immensely. Wo 
had tea, and were then warned to return to our dais by 
the bugle call, ‘ Commence firing.’ Tlu^ lireworks wore 
very good; some of the novelties pleased tlu' pi'oplc 
extremely, and great ‘Ohs’ rose from the nniUitude 
assembled to see them. The Queen’s portrait, those of 
the rriiice and Princess of Wales, and our own, appearing 
out of a great bunch of roses and tliistles wdiicli faded 
away, leaving the pictures in outline, were all rectognisod 
at once, and were really very good likenc'ssi's. Tlie best 
set piece was a fiery cascade*. The ci’owd disperscid at 
about eight o’clock, and all the people and all the schools 
got safely home in good time. 

We dined directly wo got in, and then dressed for a 
large party. The whole ‘Government House List’ was 
asked, and everybody arrived pleased with the day and 
delighted that all had gone off so well. 

Thursday, 17th. — To-day w^as also a holiday, and 
sports went on from two o’clock till six on the Maidan. 
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Wo '^•ent tlie]*e for a liltlo, saw soiiu' Artiilory competi- 
tions, wrestling on horseback, anJ toiit-pegging. As wo 
drove liome, the place was beginning to l)o illinuinated, 
and the lire-linecl spires and high buildings looked beau- 
tiful against the grey sky. 

Wo only just had time for a cup of tea and to change 
carriages before starting off on a drive I’ouiid the town. 
Thc' state i)^’0-ession consisted of mounLed police, 
Bengal Cavalry, the body-guard, outidders, three 
of our cari’iages witli teams and postillions, another 
escort of the body-guard, nine carriages vith oliicials, 
and 15,000 cabs and carriages folloving. Thc streets 
were kept for three hours, and tlie drive was seven 
miles long. The fine part of the city looked beauti- 
ful — thc Government offices, the Fort, all the columns 
and si>irGS in the place, were not merely lighted up, but 
were converted into golden palaces and pillars, which 
shone resplendent in the dark. They were so out- 
lined and covered with tiny lamps that the mechanism 
and the solid background disappeared, and only the fieiy 
shape of them remained. The front of our own liouse, 
the Post Office, and thc Museum were specially fine. The 
illuminations in the native part of the towm were not so 
good as they are in the native States, but that could not 
be expected through so many miles of street. Thc crowd 
the whole %vay was immense, and they cheered and 
clapped much more than usual, and seemed extremely 
happy. They do like a tamasha ! B. and I both got 
severe blows in the face from very large and very wet 
bouquets thrown at us from the roofs of the houses. 

Whe-n we got back, we found rows and rows of the 
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15,000 carL'i:ii^os s«.ili dfsc* lo tan* <■ \ , i -’tiii 

on tlic'ir Wiiy, jmkI i cLin* sa\ many ‘ K-n: iiu’-i 
tiui iiigliL ill tUnm. 

So eiuk'd om* oiiidra kt'i.'piii.i; ili'* -n!-'! u*. 

It iuis bco:i ii nui.'^iiijk'cnl popular iVto, ;m'! ( 
lias gone off v>o]]. No iiceirt^nl lias mavra^i it - v' 

^access, aiul I (aily hope in idiglajici vcai ,!a,N In t.s 
ioUniialo, and that ^vill kcA}) ii hall* as h 

^Ve did ihit dine lill iiiiK' o'cloek, and ad \ -‘r\ i n't d( 
ami sleepy. The cdiildreii lane ]>een so (•ne!ia--t'‘tl wilfi 
their sluiiv in the taiuaslia, aiid ];a\e enjoyed tlu whole 
thing iunuensely. Tlu\\ partienlarU lilu d llu jjaityoii 
Wednesday, and Victoria begins to regret llial her ‘coming 
out ’ is such a ^'ery long \Yay olh 

Fridaij, i8//o---To-day we ke])t tiu' Juhilee at iairrack- 
pove, wherii wo had a school feast for 70O children. I'lny 
were of all sorts, and many arrangeiuems !iad le he 
made for them. Tliere were Chri.slihms who woaid eal 
anything, and there W’ere oUk r Clirisiicji,'. \.iio won'd 
eat cake provided tliey might cut it foi’ liicnrehis, a* d 
there wer(‘ Hindus and Vlahometanj' \\ho('ould not si! 
together, )mt w'lio ate the sanu* kind of i‘o(>d arraiigyo in 
the same way in different parts of [Ik* grounds. They 
had each a mat to sit on, a jdanUiin-leaf f<*r a plate, and 
an earthen eu]) to drink out of, and they aii* naii\o 
aw’-eets and drank water poured out by a higii-caso* 
Brahmin. We were asked lo look at the Hindu jaeiiic 
from a resiiectful distance, whicli w'as nuii'ked <Hit 
by a seat placed for me twelve yards avay from wh(‘r<‘ 
they sat 
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The entertainment began, however, by the schools 
marching by me in procession, when Hermio and I 
handed each child a ‘ Jubilee Medal ’ with a blue ribbon 
threaded through it, and Victoria supplied us with hand- 
fuls of them from a heap on the table. Then they all 
marched on to their various eating places, and had a 
good meal. The band played, and wo had elephants to 
ride, conjurors, marionettes, and races, so there Avas 
plenty for the children to do, a,ud I think they enjoyed 
themselves very much. D. had not been able to come, 
but I had Ilcrmie and Victoria, Basil, Freddie, and four 
A.B.C.s to help. Our children remained at Barrackpore 
with Mademoiselle and Mr. Gi-aiit, and I came back to 
Calcutta for the ‘ Bachelors’ Jubilee Ball.’ I did not feel 
much up to a ball, but I wars able to sit quietly on a 
very pretty dais with a background of fern and admire 
the decorations and see the otlier people dancing. The 
Town Hall had been I'ery prettily done up, and the dance 
was made gay with such hard-working performances as 
the Tempetc and the Polka Lancers. We stayed for 
supper, and the Viceroy proposed the Queen’s health. 

Batimlmj, i9/7i.— -Lord and Lady Stafford and Lord 
Tarbet arrived. 

I always dislike Saturday afternoon functions, as 
they oblige us to go down to Bai-rackpore by a late train, 
instead of having a cool afternoon voyage up m the 
launch ; but as I had to give prizes for athletic sports, a 
share of the entrance money to said sports coming to 
my Fund, we went out to BaUygunge to see them, and I 
performed my duty of doling out silver cups and biscuit 
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boxes, and then drove to ilie and :;of Iiimic j;]-.* 

in time for dinner. Tin* ('liiUlnai had lound ilir;.' i 
day at Barracdqwo very loiyi;, and Huy -ai<l Tuy h a- 
if they had been there for a:;es. 

Su^uhyi, 2ort.--Sir diaries andi lai-’y i 

came to Barraclcporo to-day, Imi liny hi; ilsth* 

Mr. Banlop-Smitli, Captain ^{ai'ifMi.l. and ih*. {'h an.Uiin 
in Calcutta. Wo rested uiuUa- the haiixan-i and 
went to church, and visited the (dephains : len r, • ina 
such a large party that wo don’t look 0*^ if wt v,<.» 
having a quiet time, and our lunne diiinei*-ni]'lt* U l.ir 
enough for other people’s 1)an(]iie(s. 

Monday, 2iHt , — This weede be,^ins^vilh a hmai ilay. 
We had to breakfast earlier tlian uMiah and in 
off in the launch to some stran,e,e on tin nww 
where we disembarked on rod cdotli and .-ti'pprd inni our 
very owm raihvay carriage, whi»*Ii, in s(une ni> -.n idon- 
way, had arrived from the caailro cd’ Fiulia in nv. 
us and take us a few miles up the, Ilooohh. v.h<'r« 
we were to open a graml new ^ Juhilot^ !‘>rid;j^o.' Ai 
Hooghly all the highest oOicials inei us, and Wi‘ -oi nn 
to a truck-dais, and wxre pulled into tlu* shado ; (luai 
Sir Eivers Thompson in a spec'cdi hivitotl llm Vna-roy to 
declare the bridge open. J). did this in a i\*w wtu'd*s, 
and then, wuth a Ida^Jng sun shining on our snaill 
bonnets, we descended a great ilight of stairs and niatle 
our way to an immense floating machine, on \vhi<di 
breakfast was laid for 300 people. U was a hall snpjx.r 
at 10 A.M. ; but happily tea and dry toast w’orc to ho had. 
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as well PuS champagne, mayonaises, and ices. Sir Brad- 
ford Leslie, the engineer of the bridge, took mo down, 
and wo sat and ate and looked a,t his work, wliicli was 
just above us ; and when the meal was over B. proposed 
his health, and we applauded and rattled our knives on 
the table, and ‘ received ’ the toast wiLh groat enthusiasm. 
Sir Bradfo3*d replied, and we remounted the stairs and 
got into our carriage and crossed the Hooghly in the 
first passenger train that has gone over tlie Jubilee 
Bridge. 

The second function of the day was the presentation 
of new" colours to the Prince of Wales' Eo}'al Canadian 
liegiment. The ceremony, which w"as performed in the 
Fort, is alw’ays a pretty one, and in the little si^eech 
D. wTote for me the history of the regiment is shortly 
put : ‘ The regiment to which you have the lionour to 
belong sinning into existence in the hour of England’s 
greatest need. It ow’ed its birth to the loyal devotion 
of oui* Canadian fellow’-subjects, and its embodiment 
was one of the earliest indications given by our colonies 
of that determination which they have since so uni- 
versally expressed to recognise the unity and the common 
interests of the British Empire.’ 

Colonel llackinnon and the officers gave a ])a]] in the 
Tow"n Hall in honour of the occasion. The room was 
very gay and bright with flags, and on an easel in one 
co3*ner of the dais w"as a framed list of all the officers 
wiio w"ere in the regiment at the time of the first pre- 
sentation, and of those who were there to-day, with 
a bit of the old colours in the centre. The Prince of 
Wales’ first public act w"as the giving of these colours, 
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and Iiis luiine \Yas then luldt'd to tin of* 
ment. 


Thiirs(h(j/, 24th. — To-day I luid to ^)iv<ik;‘::sl oarly io 
order to visit some scliools in Ibo ‘ ]>adil; ] was 

told tliat in the vray of oosliinoa T laid liolUr 'ai* an 
old gown, a sim had, and as nuu-li jo\\olloi*y ti'- ])os>il)l{' : 
so I chose a Inight, hut ntd now, washing siih, and a \fi \ 
bighat, and then ])iit on iny Turkish sun* sMhh its gold 
chain, a brooch, earrings, and iwo l>r.nid brnoeicih : 
thus armed for contjiiest, i started o!i‘ on my long 
expedition. 

Fred, I, and Lady Wilson (trove ti'getlu'r Tor uhaut 
half an hour, and then we picked up ihaire oau‘ of 
the missionary ladies) and procet'dt'd on through smne 
pretty country lanes and palm-shadul villages o> a ghat 
on the canal, w’here a boat and missionary [(‘tuduo's and 
a large school awaited mo. They had ])nt up little 
arches, and they road mo an address and sang to mt' 
and I thanked them and then got into the lioat. U 
was a real ‘dug-out,’ made l)y hollowing out oiui gtgan(i(* 
tree, and it proyedlo he a most (^omfortal^le coiiveyaina^. 
I sat on the floor, w'liich was cusliioned, and U'unt l)aek 
on piles of pillows with my feet sU’t>tch«'d out hid'on* 
me. Miss Hoarc faced me in the sana^ attitude. Fnd 
squatted behind her; and at (‘itlier end wus a liveried 
servant, the one lu’csiding over TI i- Ladyslu]>’s luncheon 
— which, oven on this occasion, she W'as not allinved 
to have witlioiit silver egg-cups, spoons, and plates, 
and great parajphornalia of ineojDvenieni things—and 
the other carrying her cloaks and parasols. When we 
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were all packed, two long straw roofs were produced, 
and we were extinguished l)y having them lot down over 
ns. When the sun was not trouhlesome, we pushed 
them hack, so that w’o could see out. The voyage up 
the canal w^as not very pretty, as the water was low, and 
wo were between mud banks all the way, but we were 
carried along so fast, and so smoothly, by means of men 
on cither bank hauling the ropes attached to the boat, 
that it was very pleasant, and the two hours passed 
quickly. 'When we got near our destination, we found 
palan([iiins awaiting us, and I had my first experience 
of a ride in one of them. 

If it is not hot, and if you don’t want to look out, 
and if you are content to lie down, it is pretty comfort- 
able ; but if you should wish to sit up, or to read, or to 
see the scenery, a palanquin is not the machine in which 
to do any of these things. I had only a short way to go 
in one ; and as my route lay through a muddy paddy- 
field and occasional inodorous mires, it was rather a 
good thing than otherwise to be transported in a pack- 
ing-case. Through the mud I was accompanied by a 
number of boys and children carrying flags, while 
bombs of welcome went off on all sides. 

The village, when I reached it, seemed to me a most 
delightful place. I was not prepared for such clean and 
picturesque little houses ; in fact, paradoxical as it 
sounds, the means of cleanliness in Indian villages 
generally seem to be the only dirty and unattractive 
parts — I mean the w^ater-tanks. They are perilously 
near the dwellings, and are unmistakably green, and 
it does not do to let one’s imagination dwell upon the 
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various uses to v’liicli they are put. But the houses 
both as to colour and material look really nice. i\Jiid 
■walls do not ])erhaps sound dolightl'nl, hut the\' !ire a 
good colour, and arc hard and smooth, and the thatch 
roof is beautifully made, the inside of it looking like a 
kind of matting with wickerwork ribs. The IVont of 
the house is generally open, the roof supported on pillars, 
making a kind of verandah. Borne of the largest open 
sheds aroused as ‘clubs ’ for the men, and tlu' domestic 
apartments, eooking-i)lace, and rice-husking m.ichines 
are behmd. In many villages the • club ’ is use<l as a 
schookoom during the day. Miss Iloarc has one of 
these three-sided rooms for her own residence when she 
comes down here, and she and her sisters uccujiy thrcio 
beds in a row, and dress behind a mat at om; end, and 
have a movable mxitting screen to hide them from the 
villagers in front. Miss Angelina Hoare is the ruling 
spirit of all this work. She lives amongst the natives in 
the paddy-fields almost as one of themselves, w<‘aring a 
sari, and tramping up to her knees through the marshy 
rice-fields. Another sister looks older and more delicate, 
though Miss Angelina is far from strong, and the third 
is still young. They are well off, but they give up every- 
thing to their missionary work. 

I went first of all to their apartment, and waited till the 
900 children collected h(‘ro were seated in rows beneath 
a Shamiana erected for the occasion, and when they 
were ready I stepped tipon the stage and sat facing them 
all, with the Bishop besido me. There was simply a gi-eat 
carixet of childi-en before mo— rows and rows of little 
girls fading away in the distance into rows and rows 
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of boys, and tcaclicrs of all kinds standing about. Affcor 
tile Lord’s Prayer had been said in Bengali, I began to 
hand out the prizes. Each one of the 900 Iiad some- 
thing, and although some very big boys got the tiniest 
of pink llanncl jaclvcis, while the mfants were presented 
with more masculine attire, I am in hopes the^y were all 
more or loss pleased ; and all, from the Bishop down- 
^Yards, received at my hands a copper Jubilee medal 
with a l)lue tape through it. 

I w'as next asked to ' say a few w-ords,' wdrieh I wdiis- 
pered into the ear of an interpreter ; wdio seems to have 
made a splendid speech out of my murmurings ; and then 
the Bishop spoke, and they all cheered for me, Miss 
Angelina Hoare, in her enthusiasm, mounting a stool 
and waving her handkerchief ; but as three olioers for 
her were next given, she had rapidly to descend and 
retire to a corner. This function lasted an hour and 
a-half, and after it I had some tea in the mud room and 
made my tour of inspection round the village. All the 
children looked nice and clean and tidy, and the blue 
medal-ribbon set off their little brown skins most beauti- 
fully. Our return journey was the same as the one I 
have described ; only that, as the water in the canal was 
higher, we had a bigger boat, and were dragged along at 
a great pace. I got home at six o’clock, and really en- 
joyed my day immensely. 

Monday, March 14th , — Wehad a farewell dinner'to the 
Pavers Thompsons, and a concert after it. D. proposed 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s health in ‘ suitable ’ terms. 
Mr. and Mrs. Cunningham also dined here for the last 
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time before they return to England. Colonel Chatterton 
ai’ranged the concert for me, and ^Yc had very nice 
music and a pleasant party. When I went upstairs vith 
the ladies, a troop of Burmese princes and princesses 
arrived first, and as we can’t speak to each other this 
was embarrassijig. The party was a select one, about 
170 altogether, and the refreshments were in the l)al]- 
room, where people who wished to talk rather than to 
listen were able to retire. 
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CHAPTEE XI 

DAEJEELING AND DBHRA DUN 
MABon i6 TO Apiat. 23, 1SS7 

Wednesday, March i6th. — D. started off on liis tiger- 
shooting expedition this morning at seven o’clock, and 
I had quite forgotten that he would leave in state till 
a faint sound of ‘ God save the Queen,’ followed by his 
salute, reached my room. Blanche, who sleeps on that 
side of the house, risked showing her head at the window, 
to exchange farewells with the Staff. Her costume did 
not admit of a more complete revelation of herself. We 
had not long to spend in solitude, for om’ own journey 
began at two o’clock. Blanche and I, Major Cooper and 
Mr. Lawrence Gordon, left at that hour by train for 
Darjeeling. At seven in the evening we reached tlie 
river-side, and we dined on board a steamer while we 
crossed the Ganges. Then we got into a narrow-gauge 
railway for the night. We had the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
carriage, and were very comfortable indeed. It is a very 
long one, divided into two rooms, with a small com- 
partment for a maid at one end. We played a game of 
whist, and went early to bed. 
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Tliiimhni, lytk . — It was vory cold in oiir cMvriago 
this morning, but by the time we wore dressed in all 
our winter clothes, and had had sonio breakfast, the 
sun was up, and we wei-e u^ai-m and comfortable. It 
was about nine o’clock that the interesting part of our 
journey began, and it was delightful. 

I had a special train, consisting of a tiny engine, 
two small carriages, and two trollies, or open trucks. 
We sat in one of these last, so that we could see the 
view, not only of the magnificent momitains, but also of 
the front part of our own little train. I have described 
the Simla mountain road to you and the way in which it 
zigzags and doubles upon itself; but this is much more 
wonderful, for in the railway, which is a two- foot gauge, 
you cHmb 8,000 feet right through the mountain, 
turning and twisting, and running after your own tail ; 
playmg hide-and-go-seek, as it were, with dillerent 
parts of the train ; rushing midcr a bridge, and then 
sweeping round in a loop and going over it ; some- 
times stopping suddenly and going backwai-ds on an- 
other lino, then in a few moments forward again up 
a higher road, and then looking back from some point 
at the three linos forming the zigzag you have just 
accomplished. The first part of the journey is lovely ; it 
is through beautiful and not through lonely mountains. 
There are trees and tea-gardens, and views of the ])lains, 
and houses and little villages, and such delightful air, 
and such excitement, hanging over precipices and appa- 
rently making straight for one, when a providential turn 
occurs, and the engine sweeps gaily round the corner. 
At one part of the road there is a barren look, and the 



332 OCIB VICEBEGAL LIFE IN INDIA 


C’l!. XT 


first view of Darjeeling is precisely the same as tliat of 
Simla — brownish bare hills siirhildcd o^' 0 l• with lionses ; 
bul] on the whole, the %vay up to it is much liiu i*. AVo 
heard of a ' man-eating ’ tiger in the ncighlxnivliood, 
and of wild elephants, one of wdioin came down with a 
landslip ‘ once uj)on a time,’ and wo wo]*e very inucdi 
amused with the curious people and the funny little 
children we saw on the way. Tliey are of the TiU'iar 
type, and look merry, like the Burmese. Home of the 
■women are fine-looking, and they wear all llieii- fortunes 
in the form of jewellery. Some have necklaces laden 
with rupees, and some have very fine gold kiiobs strung 
together ; then there ai’o bracelets, and anklets, and ear- 
rings, and ornaments for the head of all kinds. The 
little children, too, are adorned with ornaments, and 
•with not much else ; but they are very attractive, and 
they run by the train as you pass through their ba- 
zaars and catch coins with great delight if you throw 
them. 

We had a 'very good lunch at Kurscong at about 
twelve o’clock, and we got here at throe. I was a little 
startled to find some very smart ladies at the station, for 
I myself was somewhat dusty, but they brought mo such 
lovely bouquets of violets that I was obliged t(j forgive 
them for coming. We had some tea at our hotel, ‘ Wood- 
lands,’ and then went out to seek a view, but it was hazy, 
and the mountains would not appear. Now I have come 
in, and am wwiting this while Blanche is fussing over a 
fire which will smoke. The air is delightful, but it is 
too cold for an open window, and wood-smoko is dis- 
agreeable; otherwise we are fcjy comfortable, and I dare- 
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yay tlio cliimncy will soon gel ^^arm and will draAv 
bettor. 

Mr. Paul, the Deputy Coimnissi()iU'i‘,and Mr. ri'oslag(‘, 
the son of the engineer who made this wonderful line, tra- 
velled with us. The rise in tlie lino is one hi Iwcnty-scven, 
and it really does look steei^, and Gliooin, wliicdi is near 
here, is the higliest point any j*ailway in the world has 
ever j'cached. 

Fyidaij, 1S//0 — Directly we ^voke this morning wc 
peered out of the window to see if llie snows W(‘]*(‘ visible, 
and saw just enough of them to tantalise us. High up 
in the heavens, and apparently quite near to us, was a 
beautiful slice of suow-cdad mountahi tops ; everything 
else shrouded in mist. Even this unsatisfactoiy glimpse 
was lost in cloud all the rest of the day, but we saw 
enough to make us long for more and to assure us that 
this must be the most beautiful place in the world when 
the view is clear. 

It is so intei-csting, too, in the way of peopk* ; tlioro are 
Bliootias and Lepchas, and Limboos and Goorkhas, all 
of whom look Chinese, but dress diiiei'ently and have 
special peculiarities. The ornaments of the women arc 
most wonderful, some of them very handsome, and the 
faces of the young girls (Lepchas) ar(‘ (iiiito fair and rosy 
and line. One headdress worn here is veuy becoming. 
It is a stiff diadem with alternate corals and turipioises 
sewn on to the edge, and it is worn like a saint's aureola. 
The long black hair is either quite loose or plaited in 
two tails. The women’s cheeks are often painted with a 
maroon-coloured stuff, which is put on to protect the 
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skin from wind and dust, ])ut it gels a speckled a.p])eiu*- 
ance, and does not add to the Loarty of fclieii* com- 
plexion. We wont down to the market- jdace to see 
them. All sorts of queer-looking men bring tilings up 
to the liotel to sell, and one meets them all about the 
place here. 

We visited a convalescent home, a young ladies’ scliool, 
and a jihotograph-shop, all before lunch. -Vfler that 
very necessary meal, for we are exceedingly hungry liere, 
we w’ent a little expedition on ponies — nice, quiet, strong, 
comfortable mountain ponies. We took Miss Murray witli 
us, and rode down to where the tree-fc]iis grow, tiiid we liad 
tea there, and came back through Bh'ch Park. All the time 
the view was lovely, though, as the snow mountains wxto 
absolutely invisible, we arc not in a jiosition to sriy that we 
have seen ‘ the view.’ I like Darjeeling immensely, liowevor, 
even without the view ; it is such a cheerful, bright place, 
and there is so much more local colouring about it than 
in the mountain regions haimted by the Governmeiit of 
India. 

I have told you about the people, but not about the 
praying flags. You can’t look out anywhere without 
seeing tall poles with long, narrow flags fastened to tliem, 
on which prayers are iminted and arc fluttering in the 
wind. Printed prayers are tied on to the trees, and all 
sorts of coloured rags keep off demons from house-tops 
and doorways. Then praying wheels are in great request, 
and an individual inclined for easy worship sits listlessly 
at home and twists round his prayer- wheel, and is satislied 
with his own devotion. 

The railway porters are women. Fancy having your 
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baggage carried by strapping young b^malcs wearing 
pure gold necklaces and splendid silvei* l>olls, not to 
mention earrings and such small bits ot‘ j ewe] lory as 
bi’acclefcs and anklets I A silver cliatcdaijic, wifcli all 
sorts of little implements for cleaning tlio nails and 
otliorwise perfecting the toilet, is worn on tlio shoulder, 
and is a new and very pretty and useful (uiiauicnt. Tiic 
dresses worn by men are loose dressing-gov n gaj’ments, 
tied up round the waist with a bolt, and some women 
have red sleeves and dark-ldue tunic pinafores over lb(‘.nn 
The Lepclias wear striped materials. livery individual 
is worth studjdng, and all put on tlieh' garmciits in a 
picturesque and characteristic manner. 

Saturday^ iglh, — We have been such a delightful 
expedition to-day, and have ridden eighteen miles, 
climbing up a very high hill to see the view, and 
descending 2,000 feet to limch in a ])ungalow, and 
home by a lower road. Wo started at ten o’clock on 
ponies, Mr. Paul, the Deputy Commissioner, and Lady li. 
with us. Our ponies amused us very much, for we had 
no control whatever over them, and sometimes tlicy 
started off at a gallop, and could only be slopped l)y a 
syce catching hold of them. We passed through Jella- 
pabar, the military station, and watched the funny little 
train below us winding about as it made its way dowm 
towards Calcutta. While we rode along, Mr. Paul gave 
us lots of information. Blanche told him she was going 
to write a book, and wanted to understand all about the 
Bhootias and the Lepclias, and the Lim])oos and the 
Goorkhas, their history, their religion, their manners, 
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and their customs. She plied him wit]] (luestions the 
w'hole way, and even when he was vc'vy niiicli out oi* 
breath toiling up hill by our ponies' side lie answered 
most satisfactorily. I won’t repeat much to you, but 
will just tell you that some of the little praying jiags 
are called ‘ horse flags.’ They are on tlie toj)s of hills, 
and are a sort of thanksgiving put there by those who 
have reached the top, with a prayer for thc'so \vlio have 
yet to ascend. The people throw rags up in the air, and 
pray that they may be turned into horses to ])ring 
other people up, and some pieces arc tied on to sticks 
and left there Idowing in the wind. Aiioilie]' inte]*cst- 
ing fact is that a woman often cuts oif her liair to 
make a good pigtail for the man she is engaged to 
marry. I know you like a few^ little traveller’s tales, 
but I have not room for many. Still, I must tcHl j^ou 
one tiger story ; it is so wonderful. A Mr. I>. w’as 
living in a bungalow, from the compound oJ* wiiicli a 
tiger took a man. Mr. B, and a friend resolved to 
watch for the brute, but during the night both fell 
asleep on the verandah. The tiger crept up, and, seizing 
Mr, B. by the hand, regularly led him across the garden. 
The friend awoke, and ran out and shot tlic tiger, who 
dropped the hand, but was able to rush after tlio tw’o 
men as they flew to the house. He knocked Ur. B. 
over as he reached the door, and fell dead himself as ho 
did it. 

The great view is still invisible, but we could just 
see the tops of the second and third highest }nountains 
in the world ; and did we not know of the magnificent 
range which is hidden from us, the valleys, and hills, 



2 I 0 C'yTAIX uAJJE 


187 


1S87 

ami wooded mouutahis in ilu* foro^i'roaiu! ^^o^dd saiisly 

perfectly. TIicto civo oiionnoiis ’iuaniu)lia-ir< ( h, smilk* 
pink ami some ^^llLie, wliiclj, mixed vath tlu forest 
trees, give soau^ pat('lies of bright cou)iir to ih(‘ hill- 
sides. Hhododendrons and almond-trees rdso in 
ilowor. 

Our descent \vaB all through ti beautiful forest, a.nd 
when wo got to the luncheon-place we were vei*y deliglited 
with all wo had si'cn. One of tlu^ l^n’ty, being ndiesed 
of my august presence for a moment, infornu^d lUanche 
that "she felt quite young again, ially-ho 1 ’ and 1 tliink 
■we were all in the same ‘ tally-ho ’ iVanie of mind, it is 
such nice air, and such a holiday, and the ride is so like 
the donkoy rides of our youili, Uuit wo feel very ehciTful 
and are always laughing. I am (juitc^ sure 1 have not 
laughed half so much since i canu‘ to India as 1 did 
to-day. The road home was an (‘xccilent one, and I 
find that, far from having no rides Inu'e, tluu'e avc kwel 
roads in good condition fur seventeen mik‘S one way, 
thirteen another, and lifteen anotlua*, and lovely scenery 
all the way and in ov(Ty direction. Noi' do yon feel 
so shut up in Darjeeling as you do at Hinila. There 
is the railway to Calcutta, and you can ride into iNo]>iuil, 
and you could go to Thil)et if the Tliibolans would let 
you. 

From all this you may gather that I am enjoying 
myself much ; and so is Blanche, who is a dt‘lightful 
‘Companion on these occasions, ready for e\ei’jdhiug, 
full of spirits, and full of most, amusing gruivances. 
She sleeps in my room, but as 1 stated ihinly that I 
would not be disturbed on any excuse, and as indeed 
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she sleeps very well herself, our nights are (juiei. Slie 
objected to the ticking of iny clock, so I saeriiieed tliat, 
and no other noise, and no inos(|iiito, lias come to tronhlc 
her. 

I hear by telegram that the children circ ^voll, but I 
have no news from the shooting party. 

A native dance was arranged for us to-night. It was 
not a veiy good one, as the Deputy Commissioner had 
not had suflicient notice to got the right people together. 
It is generally danced by Llamas, but we saw lay 
dancers and only a small bit of the ]*eal perfoi'inancc. 
However, the spociiiien w^as most cinlous a.nd amusing, 
and (juite unlike anything wo have soon bed’ore. The 
story of the ‘ ballot ’ was this : A foreign king invad(‘d 
China, and the Emperor of that country coining out 
to fight, the gods provided him with a lion instead of 
a liorse. At the sight of the Emperor so mounted, 
the enemies were immediately vanquished. Then the 
Emperor became thirsty, and a peacock appeared and 
offered him fruits, and a tortoise brought him lich and 
precious gems, and his subjects sang songs in his honour. 
The lion, the peacock, and the tortoise were jircsented 
to us. The lion had a big round face fringed with 
greenish w^ool, and an enormous mouth furnished 
with a fine set of teeth. His body w'as woolly and 
greenish, and the two men who stood in his skin cut 
the most extraordinary capers, and opened and shut his 
capacious jaws in a truly terrific manner. This lion 
danced about wildly, and cut every sort of antic; he 
scratched himself in the most natural way, stood upon 
his hind logs, lay do™, rolled on the ground, and 
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attacked the peacock Ticionsly, wliilc* tlie tortoise Hipped 
about him. A sort oT barieipiiii mail moninvliilo van 
imdor liim and ovc'r him, and always iitirrowly es(-nped liis 
teefcli. Tht' ‘ peacock ’ was a splendid represc'Utation of an 
ost]*icli, and moveal emctly in the way that j;awky tmiiuai 
does; but the tortoise was much more lh<dy tliaii the 
one known to fame, and ho opi^ned ami shut his sliell as 
a bird docs its iiinos. Pc^-liaps lu* was really an oyster, 
dropping pearls before the Emperoi. This ])antonume 
w^as performed in front of the hooso by the light of a few 
Oliincsc lanterns and to ilu‘ sound of toui4oms. 

Sundiiij, 20th, — Wo \vent to churcli, and on our way 
home came through the market, whicli was full of all 
these queer-looking people I liav(‘ lieen attempting to 
describe to you. They make their piircha.s(‘s for the 
^veek on Sunday, and they iverc all liiisy bargaining and 
laying in stores. We examined Llieir ornaments and 
their different types of face, and their vaiious costium^s, 
and w’orc much interested and amused. ]>asketvS, which 
the men and women (iarry on their backs, (illed with 
goods of all sorts, from wood and cluu'coal to live ducks, 
were lying by them on the ground, baliies swcH'tly 
sleeping in some of them, while in other cases the cliild 
w^as tied onto its mother's back by a piece of cloth, or was 
merely slung on by a strap which was carried round hei* 
forehead. 

I found a Thibetan Llama there, and got him to come 
up and be photographed. He had a ivhite mule, which 
was covered with silver bells, and he was liimsclf clad 
in a capacious garment of a dull red, while he wore a 
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lai\i>o Hat Cliinese liat. His face is a Tartar one, ^vitli 
a sLraggling thin sort of beard on it. 

In tlio afternoon wo went to look at the Lieutenant- 
Governor’s house. The site of it is siHendid, and there 
is a nice large ' compound,’ which one might almost call 
a ^ park,’ l)clonging to it, with tennis -grounds and a 
cricket-ground, and seats for spectators of these sports, 
where they can either take interest in the games or 
lose themselves in the contemi^lation of the ^ eternal 
siiows.’ 

We next rode down to a Thibetan temple. The 
religion is Buddhist, but the worship is different fi'om 
that of Burmah, and they have some very curious ways 
hero. Throe Llamas met me at the door and prose] ited 
me with a ' scarf of blessing,’ which was a very dirty 
little scarf indeed. Then they went into the temple to 
show us a service. The building is like an ordinary 
house outside, but many printed prayers are built into 
the wall, and if you want to pray you walk round it, 
keeping to the right, and as you pass you say, ‘ Omany- 
pomany,’ or words to that effect, which means, 'I say 
all the prayers that are here.’ The small entrance-hall 
of the temple has a row of barrels round it, with one 
very big one in tlie corner. These arc praj'er-whecls, 
and you can set them all turning, and the more you turn 
and the longer you keei] them going, the l^etter you are. 
The big one is rather laborious to pray with, l)u{; for a 
rupee you can get an old woman to do the manual part 
of the devotion for you. In the temple itself— a small, 
square, dark room — a dozen Llamas sat on the floor, 
.singing, and blowing the most noisy instruments. A 
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snitill aUar, oovc-irod over witli brass cups full of oil and 
witb ^vic:ks ill Ccicli, Wiis at tlio l)a< Iv', a.iul souic 

brass iuiaj^es, llowoi’s, and small V(d.ivo (UlVriii<;s mc'To 
laid tboro. The Llamas ^vol•o shaven, and wore largc‘, 
comfortable, dull-red garments. 

Just above this tcanple is a ‘ Oluitan,’ or small wliiLe- 
washed pagoda. A stick in tlie ctniti'o of Lhis is wound 
round aJid ]’ound with every sort of prayer, and thosci 
you can also oiler up l)y pa.ssing to Ihe riglit of it, and 
saying, ' Om ma.nii padmi hum.’ Tliose are the exact 
words to use. Our guide this afternoon is a man of some 
position, named 'Tendook,’ the Chief of the Lepchas. 
He asked us to visit his house, and out of consideration 
for the nerves of our ponies he silenced his band as we 
approached. It consisted of fom* men dressed in ti’ue 
Lepcha style, with a stiiped petticoat, red jacket, and a 
hat like a flowor-pot turned upside down, with a peacock 
feather stuck in the front of it. Tlaese men all beat hig 
drums. Tendook’s house was very European outside, 
but the two rooms we saw inside had each an altar 
lighted up, and set with images and flowers, and Ton- 
dock’s own particular priests were there to attend to 
them. Chairs were arranged for us in one of these 
chapci-like rooms, and while we sat there we were offered 
the national drink. It was lU'esented to us in a silver 
barrel, in the top of which was a tul)c, and through this, 
in turn, we sucked the liquid, an aromatic sort of stuff. 
There was a chimney-piece in the room, on which were 
pictures of the Queen, of D., and of a few other people, 
and I am to send mine there too. Our host next pre- 
sented us each with a nice little bell, and with a curious 
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sina,ll altai*, covcrocl over vitli l)ra«s cti])s full of oil aiul 
witli bnriiii\i» \\ieks in cacli, was at tlie back, and seine 
brass nna^es, flowcTS, and small votive ()iierin<j;s 
laid there. The Llamas were shaven, and woi-e lai'gt^, 
comfortable, dull-red garments. 

Just aliovG this temple is a ^Cliutan,' or small whdo- 
wash('d pagoda. A stick in the ecuitre of this is wound 
round and round with every sort of praycw, and these 
you can also offei* up by passing to the riglit of it, and 
saying, ^ Om manu padmi hum.’ Those are th(‘ t^xact 
words to use. Our guide this afternoon is a man of some 
position, named ‘ Tondook,' the Chief of the Lepchas. 
He asked us to visit his house, and out of consideration 
for the nerves of our ponies he silenced his band as wo 
approached. It consisted of four men dressed in true 
Lepcha style, with a striped petticoat, red jacket, and a 
hat like a flower-pot turned upside down, with a peacock 
feather stuck in the front of it. These men all beat big 
drums. Tendook’s house w^as very European outside, 
but the two rooms we saw inside had each an altai' 
lighted up, and set with images and flowers, and Ten- 
dook’s own particular priests were there to attend to 
them. Chairs Avere arranged for us in one of these 
chapel-like rooms, and while we sat there we were offered 
the national drink. It was presented to us in a silver 
barrel, in the top of which was a tube, and through this, 
in turn, w^e sucked the liquid, an aromatic sort of stuff*. 
There was a chimney-piece in the room, on which were 
pictures of the Queen, of D., and of a few^ other people, 
and I am to send mine there too. Our liost next pre- 
sented us each with a nice little bell, and with a curious 
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twisted piece of brass represoiitiii<^ the Darjeeling tluin- 
derbolt, from w4iich, I believe, the place takes its lumie. 
He showed us, too, some very curious pictures, which 
come from Tliibet, and wiiich are sometimes used in 
their worship. 

I forgot to tell you that syg W’cre disturbed last night 
by the barking of some dogs, and Blanche, who never 
lies quiet under these sort of inflictions, did not rest 
until she had succeeded in rousing all the servants in the 
place, and in sending my jemadar out to stop the noise. 
He says he got fifty policemen and w'as hunting dogs 
with them all night, but Blanche says ho must have one 
hundred to-night if necessary. I believe she is going to 
suggest a dog-tax to the Viceroy. 

She has been amused at something wdiich is no 
longer new to me, and that is the way in which three 
strange officials join me as I enter every new bit of 
country, and take care of me for a time, and then dis- 
aj)pear to make room for another set. This time we 
have been fortunate in the Deputy Commissioner (Mr. 
Paul), who has shown us everything here, and been very 
instructive and amusing.’ 

Monclajj, 21 st. — The snows this morning were a little 
bit clearer, and we were able to see the tops of all the 
highest mountains. Kinchinjunga, which, next to 
Mount Everest, is the highest in the world, has five 
points, and its name signifies ^ the five treasuries of the 
great snow.’ Kufra and Jannoo come next, the former 
being shaped like a four-pole tent. The whole range is 
magnificent, and looks solid and beautiful against the 
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blue slvv. It seems to be (hrectli/ bclibid tlio lU'ai* lulls, 
upon wliicli _you see trees and iioiises distinctly, and jt is 
this apparent Jiearness, added to its i^reat Iieii^lit, which 
makes the vie\vso diliereiit from that of snow-niomitaiiis 
anywhere else. We liave not, how’ever, scciii it <[uite to 
perfection, for the valleys have never been really cleaj* 
since w^b came. We all felt (xuitc sorry to leave the 
place, but the excitinp; idea of goinp; down in a t]*olly 
comforLed us a little. 

We <^ot rid of our engine and of all other carrh^os at 
Ghoom — the liighest railway station in the w'orld, 
remember — and with a little pilot trolly going on 
before to sliow the way, w’o glided down, down the 
Himalayas, through lovely mountain passes, rocky and 
beautifully wooded Ijills, the most sideiidid sceiioy, the 
most delightful air — no smoke, Jio noise, a quite ideal 
journey. 1 ox])ectod to be alarmed, but 1 wus not hi tlic 
very least, and I skirted precipices and tuiiied eorjiers, 
and whisked round loops in tlie happiest frame of mind. 
We came down the greater })art of the ivay at the rat(^ of 
nine miles an hour, but near the end there is a long 
straight descent, and Mr. Prestage allowed us to do it as 
fast as the wheels could turn — about tw^onty-iive miles 
an hour. It was like the most easy and safe toboggan- 
ing. The man who manages the brakes has complete 
control over the speed, and at any moment he W'Ould 
slacken it, or stop, as he did several times, for us to sec 
a specially lovely peep, or to got us a specimen of some 
new plant, or to lot us put on our cloaks; once w^e 
stoiiped for tea, and we also had luncheon on the way, 
for our trolly journey lasted from 12 till 5.30. At the 
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end of it wc were handed over to the cliaroe of Colonel 
Bouglioy and put into a new train. There wc passed 
the night, i*eerossing tlio Ganges early in the morning, 
and reaeliing Calcutta at one o’clock. 

Having brought myself safely back to Calcutta, I 
must now give yoit some extracts from D.’s accounts of 
his proceedings. His lirst letter is dated Slarch i8, and 
he says : ‘We have Imd a splendid day, and have killed 
two tigers, a mother and her young one — not that I had 
any hand in either performance, for my elephant got 
frightened directly he scented the tiger, and would not 
come up to the scratcli. I did not think it a very sports- 
manlike performance, because, after beating the wood, 
all the elephants and guns formed a complete circle 
round a bit of grass and bramble in the midst of which 
was the beast, and everybody fired at her at the same 
moment, and long after she was helpless they con- 
tinued pouring bullets into her, the upshot being that 
no one seems to claim her as his prize, though I daresay 
in secret every individual believes she belongs to him. 
But the whole expedition was very amusing. The next 
day we started about 150 elephants in an exact line across 
a smooth grassy plain. We must have covered a breadth 
of more than a mile. As we advanced, every kind of 
creature got up in front of us — bustards, pig, par- 
tridges, hares, wild cats, rabbits, spotted deer, barking 
deer, hog deer, owls, serpents, &c., &c. We were not 
allowed to fire a shot, which I thought rather hard, 
as the grass was much too short to hold a tiger, and 
there were a quantity of men and cattle about in all 
directions. 
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‘ Our proceedings were conducted uy a little Nepalese 
colonel, whom they have sent down to look after the loo 
elephants they have lent us. It was under lus manage- 
ment we got a brace of tigers before luiudi. On our 
way back, the interdict on general shooting was taken 
off, but the game was not so plentiful. However, I shot 
some partridge, a hare, a rabbit, and a kind of bustard, 
a most beautiful bird. We got back to camp al)out live, 
and, having had a cup of tea, I am now rc'stiug before 
our seven o’clock dinner.’ 

On the 2oth, D. wrote : ' Yesterday we had a blank 
day, and, the novelty having worn off, one had time to 
consider one’s personal impressions a little' more closely. 
The conclusion I came to was that I was l)eDig rattled 
about in a pepper-caster. Wo started at 8.30, and had 
to go eight miles, this time througli a cultivated country, 
and therefore without the excitement of looking out for 
nondescript game. I was put into the middle of a 
thicket at one end of the jungle, the elephants having 
previously broken down the trees around me, so as to 
leave what they called a ^ Maidan,’ that is lo say, a space 
about ten yards wide, in order that I miglii see if a 
beast came. I think I told you that on the first day 
my elephant, when the tiger was announced to him, 
instead of going forward like the rest, retreated behind 
a very thick tree, in whose branches my head became 
entangled ; so they changed my beast, and gave me one 
belonging to the Nepalese colonel. They say that were 
a tiger to leap on his nose he w’ould not so much as 
wink. However, his courage has not yet been tried, for 
yesterday we drew jungle after jungle in vain. On my 
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way homo I abdicated my pepper-caster, and took an 
humble seat on a little pad elephant between two 
Nepalese. This mode of travelling was a great relief — 
indeed quite comfortable — so that in future wo have 
determined to ride to cover on one of these little hack 
elephants. 

‘We are very comfortable, and I have a beautiful 
tent ; the food is very good, and everybody is most kind 
and attentive.' 

This is all I have heard so far. 

Frida jj, 2 Blanche and I left Calcutta by the 
night train on Wednesday and journeyed on veiy com- 
fortably in my own carriage for two nights and a day. 
On Thursday evening Sir Alfred and Lady Lyall met us 
at Allahabad and sat with us while we dined. The nights 
were cold, and I got a chill which brought me to Agra 
this morning with rather a bad cough and feeling very 
unwell. The Maharajah of Bhurtpore met me at the 
station, and as the train was late he had had an hour 
and a-haii tc wait there. I drove with him to the house 
where he is entertaining us, and I think it was the sun 
on my back during this rather long drive wdiich made me 
feel more ill than I should have done from a mere cold. 

The house was built for a tomb, but is a most 
charming residence now. It has been done up fresh, and 
has the prettiest furniture and most lovely carpets, and 
a fernery with birds flying about it outside one of the 
drawing-room windows. 

I did not go out aU day, but I had to see several 
people, as 1 have come here solely to visit the Female 



Medical School and to talk to the ])eo]dc connected with 
it. Dr. Hilson and tlie lady doctors came to see me. 
He is the originator of the school, and it is entirely 
through him that we have such a good foundation to 
work on. I will not trouble you with the long conver- 
sations I had with him and with the others ; it was all 
the purest ‘ shop ’ and will not boar repetition. 

The Maharajah paid me a state visit, and then 1 lay 
down and slept till dinner-time, while IBlanchc was taken 
to the Fo]‘t. 

Saturdajf, 26 tli , — I confess it w\as a great relief to me 
to find that I was well this morning, for I had really 
l)egun to fear an illness of some kind, and 1 had a hard 
day’s work to do. We l)reakfasted at eight, and then 1 
drove off to see the medical school, the buildings that 
exist, the foundations and jdans of those that are to be — 
the hospital, the dispensary, the class-rooms, the pupils 
— and to hear all that everybody had to say on all matters 
connected with its present and its future. It has the 
makings of a fine institution, and is going on most 
satisfactorily. After this I was obliged to do the gaol, 
which is the very hottest place to walk about that I can 
imagine. But I have to order a carpet, and Dr. Tyler 
is so proud of those he makes here that I could not get 
out of looking at all his prisoners at work. Some of his 
best men were let out at the Jubilee, and therefore many 
looms are now at a standstill. 

In the afternoon we went to see the Taj. Having 
once described it to you, I will spare you all further 
rhapsodies on the subject. 
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The dinner party went olf very well, and I holiove 
the Maharajah was much pleased with it, though his 
share of enjoyment appeared to me to be modest indeed. 
Ho came to receive the guests, he looked at the table, 
he presented everybody to me, and then ho took my 
finger and led me into the dining-room — after which he 
took his leave. 

Tuesday, zgtli . — We left the house at 5.30 yesterday 
morning, and the Maharajah drove mo to the station. 
Blanche and Fred were with me till the middle of the 
day, when they went off to Delhi, and Mr. Lawrence Gor- 
don and I pursued our way to Dohra, where the children 
are staying and where wo are to spend a quiet month. 

Mrs. Charles Gordon met me at Saharanpore and 
gave me dinner and saw me off in my dak gharry. 
Oh ! what a night I had of it. The gharry itself resem- 
bles a hearse more than any other carriage, but instead 
of being painted a glossy black it is a shabby brown. 
When you are about to spend the night in it, you put 
in your pillows and your blankets, and as there are no 
seats you make yourself as comfortable as you can in a 
recumbent position upon the floor. There are sliding 
doors at either side, and these generally slide open when 
you want them to be shut, and shut when you wish 
them to be open. In this bos you are rattled along and 
jolted from side to side, changing horses every five or 
six miles. I came to the conclusion that the journey 
was not one for a nervous person to make. It was pitch 
dark, and I had no sooner got accustomed to one team 
of dreadful animals than I had to go thi-ough the agony 
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of trying another. Whon I got ■^vcll otl‘ each time I ^YaR 
happy, hut the moment we stopped to eliangi* my mind 
\Yas fall of anxiety. There was one ])articularly l)ad 
hour, which is rather amusing to me now to look ])ac]c 
on. The new team neighed wildly and made uiimistak- 
ahle signs of wishing to light : they turned round and 
presented sometimes their heads and sometimes their 
tails to my open dooi*. I immediately declared I could 
not, and would not, go on with them, but no intelligible 
answer was made mo, and all the numerous white iigurcs 
which were bustling about in the gloom seemed in- 
different to my fears. I at last succeeded in waldng 
my servant, who w’as sound asleep on the roof, and 
I routed Mr. Lawrence Gordon out of the carriage in 
which he was following me. He appeared in a miserable 
suit of cotton clothes, and must have Ix^eii bitterly cold, 
as the wind w’^as very high and the dust was flying in 
clouds. Later on he wrapped himself in blankets, and 
I saw a good deal of him for some time. ITo got my 
shrieking steeds taken out and another pjiir put in ; so 
quiet a pair that they could not get on at all, and they 
were always stopping, and i was always hangiiig oxit of 
my vehicle to sec wdiat was the matter, and at last I 
began seriously to consider the question of stopping 
in peace by the w’aysidc and not gonig on till the morn- 
ing. Mr. Gordon, however, suggested sending my maid's 
carriage on to the next stable to fetcli some better horses, 
and mine were taken out. This was all very well for 
me, but all my suite were shivering with cold, and they 
soon offered to drag me themselves. There w’erc some 
body-guard men and some servants, and Mr. Gordon, 
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and they set to and took me at a rattling pace I'or about 
two miles. After this I was fortunate, and had good 
horses and went very fast, but 1 never could sleep from 
anxiety as to the probable character of the next team. 
One of iny nocturnal troubles was that i had lost a 
shoe, and as I was always expecting to have to take 
to the road on foot, it was, I felt, a serious loss ! This 
most exciting drive lasted from lo p.m. till 7 a.:m., 
and you may suppose I was i:)retty tired of it and very 
glad to see some of the body-guai-d in full uniform 
suddenly appear by my side — a sure sign that I was 
near my destination. 

All night we were passing bullock-carts with quaint 
figures mufSed in white driving them through the dark, 
and sometimes our way was stopped by the upset of one 
of these carts in the middle of the road. No ; anight in 
a dak gharry does not suit me at all — of that I am quite 
convinced. 

I found the children asleep, but they soon woke up 
and came and talked to me till their breakfast-time, 
when I went to sleep and so recovered from the dread- 
ful night. 

Dehra : Wednesday^ ^oth, — We have taken a bungalow 
here from a native lady who married a white man, and 
who is now enjoying his fortune as a widow. It is a 
very good house, with one long room which runs right 
through it, and which is divided by a curtain into dining- 
room and drawing-room. On either side of it are bed- 
rooms, and upstairs there are two good rooms which have 
been arranged for the Viceroy's business. 
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We have Wo otlior small Imngalows belon^^ing to us, 
and an army of tents, for of eoiirso wlien tbo Viceroy 
appears private life ends, and Foreigii Secrcd.ai*ies iuid 
A.D.O.s, and business people will swarm. 

The country round us is lovely. There are the 
mountains quite close, and all the roads arc beautifully 
wooded, and it does feel like a real country place. 

"We do lessons a great part of tlie day, and then wo 
ride. The lirst time we went to loolc at the tanks Iroiu 
which our water comes, and yesterday \ve rode to tli(‘. 
Goorkha Lines and came home through an avenue of 
fine trees, with a stream of water ruiming on oiui side 
and nice soft ground for the horses’ feet. The eliildron 
are very happy, and are much occupied in looking after 
three dogs who arc supposed to be learning tricks. 

I must now give you anotlier l)it of D.'s tiger-shoot- 
ing experiences : ^ Till now my reports have not been 
very satisfactory, for when one is after tigej* one thinks 
very little of slaughtering deer, but to-day we have had 
a really good day, and have brought home three tigers— - 
one of these a very fine male ; but as to whom any of 
them belong it is difficult to say, for what lia]q')ens is 
this : There is a sudden shout, A fciger!” and pi'escntly 
we see the grass moving and get a glimpse of some crea- 
ture, upon which everybody fires, and of course everybody 
imagines he hits. The second l)east turned up in the 
middle of a wood with very high grass. He \vas closer 
to my elephant, and T fired down upon him, and of course 
I believe I hit him. Then he bounded about, and dozens 
of shots were fired in every direction. At last he came 
out into an open place, and I had the good luck to knock 
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him over vith a shot ivhich broke his back. I then 
gave him the coup de cirdi-e in his head, so that, at any 
rate, I had a largo share in his destruction.’ 

Fruhif, April mt . — My family remains young enough 
m mind thoroughly to enjoy the privileges accorded to all 
on the first of Aiiril, nor -would they hear of ending tho 
‘ April Fool ’ time at twelve o’clock. One day in the 
year is little enough, they think, for the diversion of 
taking everybody in, and their one regi-et is that their 
father is not here to be practised upon. 

We went to tea with the Muirs, and rode with thorn 
afterwards, and in the evening wo had the fm-thor dissi- 
pation of a concert and a small play. There was one 
rather funny scene durmg the concert. A gentleman 
who was going to perform on the flute mounted the 
stage, but the lady who was to accompany him was 
amusing herself elsewhere, and while he was looking 
about for her in every direction, we could see her laughing 
and talking in the ante-room. There were screens across 
the back of the stage to hide the preparations for the 
play, and after the flutist had peered behind each one of 
these, he at last in despair' retired there himself, but his 
coat-tail had scarcely disappeared when the lady marched 
on to the front of the stage, and all the audience laughed 
and applauded — she could not imagine why. The play 
was ‘ Cut off with a Shilling.’ 

Sunday, ^rd, to Wednesday, 6th. — D. arrived safe and 
well, and is delighted with this place, with the house and 
his own cheerful rooms, with the views and the trees 
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and tlie climate. And wo liavc managed to maintain 
our privacy niid to lead a family life. Not one A.l'l.C. 
appears at any meal, and we can almost fancy ourselves 
at Clandeboye. "We have a nice loiig ride every after- 
noon, and we enjoy oiir quiet evenings. 

Thnrschiij, yth . — One day herti is so like anotlu'r that 
I shall miss a few every now and then, but to-day we had 
special dissipations. Even the weather went on hi an 
unusual way, occasionally emitting a growl from ])ehind 
banks of black cloud gathered togetlier about the hill- 
tops, or coming out with a sudden little gust of wind, 
which made one fear a dust-storm, or shedding a few 
drops of rain upon us, so that we might expect a deluge. 
None of these things came off— it was all talk ; and we 
got quite safely through the aforesaid dissipations, which 
were, first (one of an improving and instructive character) 
—a visit to the Survey Office. 

Our second engagement prevented our visiting the 
Observatory properly, so I will say nothing about it, as 
we mean to go there another day. I felt sure that the 
children would ho in a desperate state of impatience for 
our return, as we were to have some tilting and tent- 
pegging at the body-guard lines. Wo accordingly ]>ickod 
them up and drove there. All the ponies had been sent 
on, and D., with some gentlemen, tont-pogged on one 
side of the tea, which was laid under some trees, while 
the ladies tilted on the other side. The children enjoyed 
themselves immensely, and were particularly pleased 
with a tiny ditch between the two grounds, over which 
they could jump. 
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Good Frida If . — We had such a curious experience in 
church to-day. The clergyman was just beginning his 
sermon wlien our carriages di’ove violently past the door, 
the body-guard rushed alter them, and all the other 
vehicles set off too ; there was a great commotion outside, 
and all the men in the church got up and began to shut 
the doors and windows. I could not imagine what was 
the matter, but the word ‘ bees ’ soon began to be whis- 
pered about. When we were safely shut up, the service 
went on. These swarms are very dangerous sometimes, 
and had they got into the church, the ladies would all 
have had to put their dresses over their heads, and the 
gentlemen w’ould have had to protect themselves as 
best they could with their coat-tails. We walked some 
way to our carriages, and had to jump in and get off‘ as 
cluicldy as possible, for the bees were buzzing about, 
and all our men were much afraid of them. The 
children were highly delighted with this piece of excite- 
ment. 

Saturday, gtli . — Wo made a long and very pleasant 
expedition up to Mussoorie, which is the hill station 
immediately over this. It is much smaller than Simla, 
but it has the inestimable advantage of being on an out- 
side spur of the Himalayas, and instead of being buried 
behind range after range of mcanitains, it is situated at 
the extreme edge of them and looks down upon the plains 
as upon a map. It is not cut off from the world, and a 
person there who might be bored by hill station society 
could mount his horse and descend in half an hour to the 
larger world below. You can’t imagine what a delightful 
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Bunse ol* this .‘‘ivt-'S, l)t‘Cause you dou'L know wluii 

it is to 1)1' ('lu-a.^od in tlio very heart ol* the Himalayas 
for the i;rea,ti'r [)art of the year. 

We left our house soon after ten and drove* to Jhij])orc, 
a village at the foot of the Iiills, or rather the ]>laee ^Yllere 
tlK3 ascent hej^ins. There wo mounted our horst's and 
sat upon them as upon an inclined plane \^'hile they 
toiled up a vc'ry stt^ep road. We carried parasols and 
had on helmets and sun-pads, Imi it was not disagreeably 
hot, and with Dehra to look at below and the niountaiiis 
before us, and a certain aincmnt of pretty wood to pass 
through, we had a cliarniing ride, and we all enjoyed it 
much. We went straight to the Himalaya Club, where 
the committee gave us a very excellent liincli, and then 
we again mounted our liorsos to see the place. 

Mussoorie bears a strong family likeness to Simla, 
and its Aiew into the moimtaiiis is exactly the same. It 
has its miniature Annandalo, called ^ the Happy Valley,’ 
dedicated to tennis and Gymkhanas. It has its ‘ Mail,’ 
the fashionable promenade, its club — a very superior 
place indeed — its assembly-rooms, and its ' Jakko,’ called 
the ‘ Gamers llac-k.’ We were very fortunate in the day, 
which was clear and \vann and pleasant, and we saw 
Mussoorie looking its brightest. The club gave us tea, 
and then, some on horses and some in dandies, we de- 
scended tlm hill again. The girls and 1 wore cai-ried, and 
we reached the bottom in about an hour's time. The 
carriage met us at Eajpore, and we got hoiue about 
seven o’clock, having had a vc*ry nice day. 

Lord William brought in one of the native conj urors 
in the evening. He was rather a good one, and was very 
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clean and very musical. Besides consiTlting his monkoy- 
sknll over every trick, ho sail" ‘ Boji sees the Wcazlc ’ and 
other national English songs, mixed np with Indian tunes, 
which added greatly to the charms of his performance. 
One of his triclis was, I suppose, a very silly one, hut it 
was very amusing. He made two eggs light. Unaided 
hy any visible means they hopped and jumped and 
knocked each other until one broke. 

Momhnj, nth . — This afternoon we went to see a tea- 
garden and the machinery for turning green leaves into 
tea-caddy tea. This process only takes a day in fine 
weather, and tlie young shoots, which are pulled in the 
morning, are black and dry and packed away into chests 
by night. It should not, however, be drunk for six 
months or a year. A quantity of women and children 
are employed in picking the leaves ; they brmg in their 
baskets full twice a day, and each time the quantity they 
have gathered is weighed, and they are paid a pice a 
pound on the spot. These leaves are then spread out on 
shelves to wither ; after that they are put into a machine 
which rolls them about for half an hour, and out of this 
they come in a damp and draggled condition. Left on 
another shelf for a time they turn brown ; then they are 
passed over a very hot furnace in trays, and this dries 
them and turns them into ‘ tea.’ The only thing left to 
be done is to sift it in a series of sieves, which divide the 
tea into four qualities. The coarsest — Souchong — cornea 
out of one sieve ; Pekoe Souchong out of another ; Pekoe 
from a third ; and Orange Pekoe, the best tea, from the 
fourth. Nothing remains to be done now but the packing 
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of it in tin-liiunl cases. ^li\ Ifcj^ors toicl ]uc tluit a,l>out 
130,000 lbs. arc sent out. of ibis ^^ardcn in a year, that 
it costs iivci annas a pound to make, and is sold on an 
average at eight annas. 

He gave us sonuj home-made bev(A*age before v’e left, 
and we walked all over the gardens, whicli a-ri; very 
pretty. The tea-bushes are neat-looking shrubs, and 
there are some good trees in the place, and a lovely view 
of the mountains from it. 

Mr. ilogtu'S has a dog who has adopted a little^ moiikcy, 
and tins creature always lies on the dog’s back as he 
walks al)Out ; and, if i)ulled away from him, cries, and 
then rushes after him and jumps up to his place again. 
The dog defends the monkey from the attacks of all other 
dogs, and it was most amusing to see the way the two 
went on together as they accompanied us round the 
garden. 

A telescope was put up close to our house, and before 
dinner two gei itlemon came to show us some stars. 1 wished 
very much to see them, and w^as particularly delighted 
witli Baturn, which, to my surprise, Avas exactly like his 
pictures, and was much more original than auj' of the 
other stars. Venus only looked like the moon seen with 
the naked eye. Wo saw ' Eigol,’ of whom 1 confess I 
had not heard heforti, witli his small attendant star, 
Sirius, Castor, the double star, and the Nebuhe near 
Orion — its golden haze with the bright stars in it was 
quite plain. The moon, unfortunately, rose too late for 
us to see it. 

The weatl3er is (piitc warm now, but our house is 
cool in the day, and the evenings out are very pleasant. 
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Ti[rH(hn/, 12/7/. — D. and I started off in a coinfortalde 
carriage this morning to drive twenty- four miles to 
Eaiwalla. Our way lay through different kinds of wood 
and jungle, and in many places the lovely little rose, 
wdiich is so abundant at Dehra, covered the forest trees, 
and fell in pink cascades from all the branches. Then 
we saw the tall grasses, which reminded D. of his tiger- 
shooting. Some of them grow twenty feet high, and 
are yellow and dried up now, with black marks on them, 
so that D. says it is difficult to distinguish the crouching 
tiger from the jungle, which is so much the same colour 
as himself. 

When we reached our camp, we found it a very 
pretty one, situated on a high bank overlooking the 
Ganges, our tents shaded by groups of fine trees. We 
were rather hot and tired when wo arrived, and were 
glad of some lunch and a rest, but by four o’clock we 
were ready to go off fishing. We rode on elephants down 
to the river, and then we did enjoy ourselves ! D. fished 
diligently, throwing a spoon, and I simply sat on the 
banks and w^atched him, and looked at the un-Indian 
scene. It was just like being in Canada again, and it was 
possible for the time to forget the Indian Empire with its 
Burmah, its Afghanistan, its Frontier, its India Office, 
its Civil Service Commission, and all its other cares. 
For the first time I really appreciated the Ganges. 
Hitherto it has never ‘ babbled to me of green fields,’ as 
a river should, hut has been associated in my mind with 
miraculous cures, burning ghats, crowds of bathers, in- 
sanifcation, and towns. Here it does not set up for being 
better than its neighbours, and its clean green and blue 
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■waters flow on m all simplicity tlirougli pcblily shores 
and wooded banks, swallowing up a tm-bulent little 
tributary and slipping by the Sawalik Hills. Ifliese ari^ 
a low range of mountains wliicb shut in the Dun, and 
in them some of the most interesting fossils have been 
discovered ; in fact, at Itaiwalla the Ganges is quite 
unsophisticated and countrified in its behaviour, and 
is just like any other river. Even the fish, unawed by 
the sacred character of the stream, jumped about in 
a most tantalising manner, and were in far too frivolous 
a mood to bite. While D. was ti-ying hard to tempt 
them, I made an excursion on a wonderful kind of 
boat. It consists of two bullock-skins filled with air, and 
across them a small bedstead {ch(tri)ai) is tied, which is 
the seat of the boat ; on it I sat, while the puffed-up 
animals, lying on their backs with their toes in the 
ah, floated me. Then two loose skins were thrown in, 
and two men, lying on then- chests across them, seized 
different sides of my bedstead with their hands and 
paddled with their feet. You can’t think how funny 
the whole thing looks ; the four helpless, fat, seal-like 
animals lymg in a row with a prim expression on their 
faces from having their eyes and mouths tied up into 
little buttons as if they had died saying ‘Prunes and 
prism,’ a person sitting between their upturned paws, 
and the two men paddling vigorously with their feet. 
It is a most comfortable and safe machine, as it draws 
scarcely any water. 

Colonel Lane is the Commissioner who looks after us, 
and we have only got Lord William and Dr. Findlay 
with us, so we actually sit down to dinner so smaU a 
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party as live. We were all voiy sleepy and tired, and 
went to bed at nine o’clock. 

Wcdneschty, i^th , — We have had a most interesting 
and deliglitM day. D. began it early, and went down 
to the river for a couple of hours’ fishing before break- 
fast. 1 remained quiet and sat under the mango-trees, 
while my ayah packed uj) and hurried off to Hurdwar, 
so that she might have time for a dip in the sacred 
stream at this most propitious time, before I should 
arrive there. D. was unsuccessful, but 'was, I think, 
quite happy in that hope which ^ springs eternal ’ in the 
lisherman’s breast, and he went on trying his luck all 
the way down to Hurdwar. We breakfasted first, and 
then, getting into boats, were rowed to that place. We 
went down several rapids and enjoyed it immensely; the 
river looked lovely, and on the water the weather was 
cool enougli to be very pleasant. Hurdwar is a most 
picturesque and curious-looking place; it consists of a 
row of various temple- and fort- and palaee-like-looking 
buildings at the very edge of the water, a long narrow 
bazaar running at the back of these and a good way 
beyond. Some of these buildings are temples, and 
others are houses belonging to great Hindu Eajahs who 
like to have residences at such a sacred place, and who 
generally allow all the pilgrims from their States to 
live in these houses when these come to bathe. 

The fair at Hurdwar used to be enormous, buc since 
the railway has come near to it pilgrims visit it all 
the year round, and there is not so great a rush of 
them for this ' Puja ’ or religious festival. I landed on 
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a sort of wooden bridge or barrieiwle wbieb slmis iii tbe 
princiiial batliing-place. The sti-eain is so sti-oiig, ainl 
the crowd so great, that tlio weak anil old would run 
great risk of being carried away were they not. penned 
in. The buildings form a corner here, and the briilgo 
goes across the base of the triangle, while a gi'oat liight 
of stairs — a ghiit — down from the bazaar is the apex of 
it. The houses, ledges, little cu]»olas, and windows on 
cither side wore filled with people, and a compact crowd 
covered the steps ; there wer(> iilso smalk'v winding stairs 
leading to the water, and gaily dressed figures were 
ahvays going up and down these. 

People from all ptu-ts of India come here, and you 
can’t think how interesting and amusing it was to 
watch the multitude both in and out of the water. 
I sat there for two hours, and J>., who arrived a little 
later, was equally pleased. Some of the batliors stayed 
in very long, till they were shiveriirg with cold, Init 
still there was a constant change going on, and always 
something fresh to look at. There was a man support- 
ing two little gii-ls in his arms, who seemed to enjoy it 
thoroughly. They splashed everyone who came near, 
and seemed full of fim. Another father of a family 
came holding a young baby high above the water, wliilc 
three women held on behind and crossed the bathing- 
place till they reached some quiet corner, when they all 
held their noses and jum]K*d up and down seven or 
eight times without stopping. They had looked fully 
dressed when they entered the water, but after a dip the 
cotton sheets which had covered them stuck to them, and 
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expressed much more than they concealed. This hap- 
pened to all the women, but nobody seemed to mind. 

When D. arrived, there was a great shouting, and 
milk and rose-leaves were thrown into the Ganges in liis 
honour. Trays of the latter are kept there on purpose 
for the devout to offer, and one man pays Es. 760 a year 
for the privilege of selling rose-leaves there. The 
Brahmins are very busy all the time, receiving gifts from 
the pilgrims, and I saw one old gentleman besieged by 
them as he descended into the water. He produced 
money from some corner of his limited costume, and 
gave it into the outstretched hands that were thrust in 
his way. I was very much interested, too, in watching a 
woman who had evidently brought some of the ashes of 
her dead to cast into the water. She poured them into 
her hand out of a little bag, and after much consul- 
tation with a Brahmin, paid him. something and cast 
them into the stream. Many people thrown in money 
and jewels with the ashes, and all over the bathing-place 
men stand with trays, with which they shovel up 
pebbles from the bottom and look through them in 
the hope of recovering treasure. 

Fakirs were bathing in numbers, and other holy 
people from afar were filling vessels with the sacred 
water to carry home. They say the water keeps good 
for ever, and everyone likes to take away bottles full of 
it. Along the edge of the water, on the wall of a house, 
were a row of niches in which fakirs and gods sat, and 
where offerings were made, and opposite them on the 
other side there was a long ledge on which W'Cre perched 
a number of priest-like men in orange turbans. The 
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higlu'st Bralimins sat opposilo ns in tlic ta-cnvil on ilie 
stops, and wore very Ihie-looldni; inoii in pink (urbjins; 
tlicy aff'Orwards came to bo ]nvsonLc‘d to ^riu'i\‘ w<is 
one fat man, a ])at}u‘i*, who would couit‘ and sc'izo my 
foot and talk to mi\ ami I Iiad «^ivat diriiouliy in 
him kept off. 

Another exoitcmeid was the (piaiitiiy ef lar.'j^o ii-;!i in 
tlie Imthlng-placo, whieh, Inniig fed consmnlly, an *}uile 
tamo, and iiiv not in t lie least ahirnicd by tliu dijtping 
and splasliing that goes on around tliom. 

All the people looked so happy jind good-ImiiKnired, 
they SGomod thoroughly to enjoy the f(\stival, a.nd, as [ 
said before, we could hardly boar to tear ouvselv(‘S aAva,y 
from it. When wc did go wc mounted a l>ig t‘lephani 
and sat in a splendid howdah, the anus of which were 
silver tigers clawing silver antolopi's. Tims enthroned 
wc rode through the bazaar. This is ovidiaiily the way 
to make a state progi’ess in India. One lb(‘ls so ^'ory 
grand and so very much ])etlor and highei- than otlu‘r 
people as one looks into the iipjxa’ chaiuln*i*s and on to 
the roofs of all the liousos and down in ton the foot anti 
equestrian passengers and the little shops and the daily 
street-life of ])cople in less elevated positions. AVt* hat} a 
procession of twelve elephants, but ours was th(‘ higgt'si 
and grandest of all, and had much scarbit ami gold 
embroidery liaiiging about him. Wo oiiglit to haw lK^e]l 
dressed in the same stylo, but alas ! we only aiqxNired 
in travclliug garments with sun hats; a smart lunbi^ella 
with a silver stick held over us improved our appearam*e 
a little, I 'hope. 

As soon as we had lunched, wo wont to look at the 
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head of the Ganges Canal, one of the great engineering 
works of India. It is carried under rivers and over 
rivers, and is about 500 miles long. Then we proceeded 
to a dam whicli regulates the amount of water in the 
canal, and there we saw a wonderful sight — thousands 
and thousands of fish struggling to get up the stream, 
and jumping in shoals far out of the water in their vain 
efforts to pass the doors of the dam. It was most 
curious, and one could not have believed in the quantity 
of fish without seeing them. D. tried to catch some, but 
I am sure the water was much too turbulent and the fish 
far too well occupied with their endeavours to proceed up 
the river to bite. I w^andered about the top of the dam 
and watched the smaller fish trying to get up at other 
gates, and the smallest of all making their way up a 
fish-ladder which has been built on purpose for them, 
but which none of the big ones condescend to use. At 
five o’clock we had tea, and then went on by train to 
Eoorki. Colonel and Mrs. Blood met us there, and we 
are their guests. They have such a pretty drawing- 
room, it made me quite envious. It has a high domed roof, 
supported by four sets of pillars, which make a round 
centre to the room with large semicircular bows or re- 
cesses beyond each. She seems to have great taste in 
arranging rooms, and she has done this one up very 
prettily. We dined alone with them, and in the evening 
there was a party in the garden, and all the station was 
presented to us. 

Thursday f i4.th, — D. spent the whole morning inspect- 
ing hospitals, troops, and workshops, and I was ready 
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to go liim, bat he persuaded me to give it up, as it 
■was so vei-y hot, and as wo laid forty-ii\e nides to dn\(' 
in the afternoon ; so I sat at home and talbed to l'lia,riotte 
Blood, who is 8 ir Auckland CoJvhds daii.'J'do!*, and wliou" 
I knew at Cairo. 1 ). came in at one, liiniia^ hc'en iniei\‘Stei 
in all he saw, and wo had lunch, and starhal dhvctly 
after. I hate driving, and strange horses, ])iit our ov.ii 
met us twenty miles from Dehra, and took us tlirouglt 
the Mohun Pass in the Sawalik Hills, a really lovely hit 
of road, with iimuensely higli ediffs and ({ueer-sluiptui 
pinnacle rocks, and beds of rivers, and all the trcH'S 
coming out into blossoms and fresh grtnai leavt‘s. We 
got home just in time', as a dust-storm follo\\ed by 3 *ain 
came on as we got in. The cdiildrcn wia-c all well, and 
had been having some fun of their own, tilting aJid tcait- 
pegging at 7 a.m. 

The dinner-table had been decorated in the most 
elaborate way by our servants with ^Welcome, Earl of 
Dufferin,’ and crowns, all done in roses. This decoration 
is a sort of mania which they have taJuni up latvdy ; and 
I believe there is great rivalry between the diilereiit nuai 
as to whether the Staff bungalow table or ours is the 
more beautifully arranged. The chi(d‘ deconiturs wt‘rc 
hidden close by to hear what we said about it, and one 
wrote an elaborate note to Blackw(dl to ask linr to come 
and see it. 

Saturclaij, Tiieadayy 19///.— Iwas ratlierknocdvcd 

up after my three long days in the sun and hc‘.at, so I 
have been takiitg things quietly, and had indeed to remain 
in bed all Sunday. Friday and Satiu-day afternoons 
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Mr. Gore and I had our hands full. Four hundred Jubilee 
collection cards to be signed. It proved to Ijg quite 
a labour, and we had to get in some help. One servant 
wetted the receipt stamps with a brush (for who could lick 
400 stamps at a sitting ? ), another put them down on the 
right place. I then ruled lines across the blank spaces 
on the card to prevent any further collection being made 
on it, signed and dated and passed it on to Mr. Gore, who 
took down the number of it and the name of the collector. 
This set came from Moradabad, and the sum total 
amounted to Es. 6,000. Most people there had put 
down their own names on their cards, with tiie necessary 
sum as a donation, and had not asked anybody else for 
more. This money all goes to the North-'\\ est Provinces 
Branch of my Fund. 

D. had two mornings’ quail-shooting, which he en- 
joyed, and the children have been riding as usual. 

We gave our one dinner party here on Saturday 
night, which was unlucky for me, as 1 felt much inclined 
to go to bed, and fomid it difficult to get through the 
evening. It went off nicely, however. 

Monday I was to have \isitcd a native school, and 
the Leper Hospital, but Dr. Findlay made mo give up 
the latter. I did do the school. It is an American 
missionary one for native Christians. They have a lino 
house and grounds, and seem to give a very good educa- 
tion. The sixty pupils, all boarders, were seated in ro\vs, 
and all wore plain white saris over their heads. When 
I was seated they began to sing something a little shrill. 
Then a child got up and, taking a stick in her hand, 
advanced to a blackboard on which some problems from 
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Euclid were drawn in elialk, and as f'a'^l as mu' caadd 
speak and point with her slick she onr ilio 

explanation. It had a very funny el'lect. ^’lircc’ inorc 
girls followed suit. Then they did geography in llie 
same way, but as J foil a little more a.i borne on this 
subject, I could so(' that they really had learn; ih.e map 
in a very practical way. There was blngii.ih reading and 
more singing, and 1 toiled all over the house, feeling ',ery 
weak; I asked for a holiday for the pupils, and refused 
to make them a speech, and got homo as soon as 1 could. 

I missed a little Goorkha lleview Avhich 1». aii<l the 
children Avere at, and they camo home delighted AA-ifh 
it. The girls rode, and IMrs. lleclier, llie AAife of tho 
Colonel, took them about, and they followed the details 
of the sham hatllo and AAere not tho least alarmed hy 
tho firing Avhicli Avent on, and Averct much amused hy the 
Avliolc thing, and ])y tlus cheery and oxeiteil demeanour 
of the sturdy little Goorkhas. A lUiAv haltalion m' ihoui 
has just been raised, and they have (luiui a large estab- 
lishment hero called tho ‘ Goorkha Jjim'S.' Those soldu'rs 
are ncAUT moved, except for VA’ar, so tliey an* abh‘ to 
settle doAvn comfortably. 

Tuesday Avas our last day at Dehni.and avo iaid (i.\i>d 
upon it for a garden party as a soj-t of acknoAsleilgment 
to all the people Avho had written their nanu>s in tho 
visiting-book. We had it at tho body-j>;nard liiu-s, and 
it was very suceessfnl. There Averc Lavo lonni.--courtK, 
and tent-pegging and tilting, and everybody seonmd 
amnsed, and all the ladies wondered Avhy they had nut 
tilted before, and determined to got it np hero at onct!. 
Basil had been out in the morning to try tent-pegging. 
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and having taken three pegs he ^Yas much encouraged, and 
wont on at it the whole afternoon, surviving everybody 
else. He was not quite successful before spectators, but 
he has greatly improved in his riding, and he enjoyed 
himself immensely. Hermie and Victoria tilted. The 
Dehra people said they were so sorry we were going, 
and that ‘ now the season was over and they would be 
so dull.’ I suppose that our cavalcades on the road and 
all the bustle connected with such a big establishment 
did enliven a little place like this. 

We have been very sorry to hear of the wreck of the 
Tasmania^ the ship we came out in. The captain, who 
was drowned, was such a nice man, and it is a sad end- 
ing to his career. He was so anxious to get a shore 
appointment, poor man, and D. had done what he 
could for him, without success. We knew many of the 
peoj)le on board of her. 

Wednesday, 20th , — ^We left Dehra in the morning and 
had a long drive to Saharanpore. The wind was very 
high and very hot, and the dust fearful, but we got 
through it, and the children seemed, as usual, to enjoy 
everything. We were glad of tea on our arrival at tho 
station. Then we had an hour and a-half hi the train, 
and awoke into Viceregal life again at Umballa, where 
guards of honour, bands, carriages and four, a salute, 
and all the signs of it came to remind us of our ' ofiicial 
position ’ after a month of private life. We put up at 
the hotel for the night, and sat out all the evening. 

Tlmrsdciy, 21st . — We had a very quiet mornmg, and 



i887 


ON TUB NOAD TO SHILA 


1(59 


drove over to rinjore in the afloi'uoon. This carious 
little |>]ace, with its waterfalls and fountains and canals, 
its illuminat ions, fireworlvs, and tinsel uccorat Ion, dt‘l igh ted 
the children, and they were also immensely phased at 
having to slcei) in tents. You know Tinjore well by this 
time, so I need tell you no more about it. 

Frichjf, 22/1(1 . — Wo did our long, long drive up to 
Simla, and were very glad ^Yhen we got there. Simla 
opens again a new chapter of our life, and so I will 
not begin upon it to-day, though it looks so vei-y like 
itself that, having already described it to you steadily 
for two years, I do not know what I shall tind to tell you 
this year that will l)e in the least new 03 * interesting. 
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CHAPTBE XII 

sniLA, 18S7 
Apmii 24 TO Notesibee 2 

Sunday, 24.tl>, to Friday, May 6tli . — The children arc 
delighted with the small house, which they say is much 
bigger than they expected, and at the same tunc not too 
big to be home-like. They are glad the new ‘ Palaco ’ is 
not finished. Watching its completion will be one of our 
amusements this year, and we have already made several 
expeditions to see it. D. is much pleased with it, and if 
only it is ready for us to go into next year, we shall be 
quite contented. It ought to be roofed in before the 
rains, if there is to be a chance of its being dry. 

We miss oiu- two young ladies very much, and how 
we are to get through six months of evenings without 
them I don’t know. 

We have been to look at the new Town Hall, which 
outside is something like an unfinished cathedral, but 
which inside is a collection of places of amusement. 
There is under its roof a small theatre, and a very 
fine ball-room, a drawing-room, a lending library and 
reading-room, and a windowless vault in which the 
Preemasons are to carry on their mysterious rites. It 
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also pvol)al)ly eoritains a voo:n for iiu'rti’ii-s, but, 

T clicl not sGc one. 

I bavo beeo f^oini; tliroui^b ibe list of oai’ riitv-riain- 
inents at Iasi yecir, ami 1 lliink it may yon 

to soc tbe rosiili of luy examination and ilie I 

have made out. 

Durin<i, 003 * hc-ason ‘ in the tonnlry' vo' bad u bijj; 
dinners, the .i^iusts, Li*i\‘S\H‘eiivo of our InaisolLcdd, bi-io;^ 
from 25 to 50 in number; 29 siuall dinners with 
from 6 tn 15 f^iu'sts : i state ])all, i rane\ ba.il, 1 eliil- 
dron's fancy l>ali, 6 dances of about 250 p(‘0[)io each, ; 
2 garden parties and 2 evening paities. lotai 

number of eiibjriainments was 5^, and l]u‘ ninnlu r of 
invited gnosis vlio actually did dine was 

Fruldt/, 27///. — The (Jiux'uV ilall this yi^ar was. I 
think, a particulaidy nie^' one. Tlie weatlaa* ^^^ls lo\t'ly, 
the people were smart, and all secaui'd to he la ihe humour 
to enjoy theniselvos, so thctl llieri' was a. eo*eat deal of 
spirit about ihe affair. Tlu^re vave such mnnhers 01 luxv 
ladies that 1 felt (|uitc‘ a stranger among ilu in. 1'!ui 
dancing inon I never do expect to know. 

Tncaddif, 3T-SV . — "My life is a biirdi^n to me l>y reason 
of my annual charity fete! J had rathc-r aii im]>oi1:nit 
letter to write aftcir yesterday's meeting, but found it 
difficult to collect ray ideas, and to kecjp tlua)) in any 
sort of order, when 1)askets of goods and notes k'])t 
pouring in the whole morning, and wluai, at least twi-nty 
times during its comjjosition, 1 got \i]) to unpack the 
things and to adjudicate upon their value, and to thank 
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tlic donors, and to see tliat tlicii' baskets were i*eturned 
to them. One moment I was deep in vital questions 
concerning the Agra school, and the next I was thinking 
whether a doll was worth one rupee or two. It was a rest 
from these labours to go to Annandale for tent-])egging 
and tilting. 

Ill the evening we went to the play in the new 
theatre. It is a very pretty little place, and is nicely 
decorated with pink muslin curtains in each box, and 
gold and white paint. We sit near tlie stage, and not 
only see the play very w^ell, but all the people in the 
theatre too, which adds to the amusement. 

Friday, June yd, to WednvBday, Sih . — We are de- 
stined to suffer the greatest anxiety about the weather 
for our fete. Every year it pours the day before, and 
threatens and worries us up tothi*ee o’clock on the real day, 
and this year it surpassed itself in this aggravating line. 
After two months of excessive heat and drought it must 
needs come down in a heavy shower on Thursday evening, 
and on Friday become positively vicious in its conduct. 
A terrific gust of -wind at one o’clock in the day covered 
our rooms with dust, and sent us all flying to the win- 
dows to shut them, and then darkness came on and a 
deluge rattled upon the roof and great hailstones fell, 
and despair filled my mind. After one passionate 
squall it settled down into a steady downpour, and the 
lawn, which has hitherto looked like a desert, was soon 
converted into a marsh, Friday morning things looked 
better, but the clouds hung about, and occasionally a 
black one would pass over the blue sky just to tease us 
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appaiViUly, lor it never came down, and i-.uua"! ]>y 
liavini> a glorious day. i iunl imt dared to out out any 
of tbo precious ^*oods until lliroo o'cliH-k, and (!iey wt-ri' 
scarcely arranged when the pt‘0]>le began lo ai’"i\c‘. The 
grass was a little damp, hut we had dow'ii carpi^ts, aiul 
everyone was reailv glad to 1)0 neither hot noi* dusiy. 
The whole tiling W'as very amusing, and fclu' result w'as 
good. 

I can hand over Us. 4,200 odd to the lUpon Hospital, 
and I have about 140 things left from my labk‘. which L 
value at Es. 400, and of which I am going to make one 
raffle for the poor of Simla. I shall divide^ the latter 
sum amongst the clergy here for distribution in iho 
winter. 

This being the 4th of June, J). dined at Sir P. 
Eoberts' with all the other ^Elon hoys’ that could 
be collected. Mr, Lyall, the Jjioutenant-Governor of 
the Punjab, and Sir AuckUuid Colvin W’cre among 
them. 

Tiiesflaij, 2ist. — Observe the date! I have wastt‘d 
a week and a-half, and can only give you a iKal-rind-sofa 
account of the gayest ten days of llic season I As my 
journal is growing deadly dull, this is a pity, and you 
must imagine how very inter(‘sting itw'ould all have been 
had not this insidious climate knocked me over for a 
time, with what might in popular language he termed 
a ' finger-ache.’ 1 will first finish off with myself and 
my symptoms, and will then give you a second, tliird, 
and fourth-hand account of the gaieties I havi,^ missinl. 
Monday 1 awoke with the very slightest headache, l)ut 
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witli an unconquerable disinclination to get up, so, sup- 
ported by the doctor’s assurance that twenty-four hours 
in bed would cure me, I remained where I was for tliat 
time. Tuesday I got up quite well, but most absurdly 
weali, and so I immediately gave up all idea of going to 
a dance that night, and about lunch-time I resolved not 
to receive visitors as I was bound to do that afternoon. 
Wednesday I still felt weak, and on Thursday I was up 
and prepared to ]-cceivc guests at dingier hero, and to sit 
out a dance after. However, I felt very cross in the 
afternoon ; the servants passing the window, my book 
falling down, everything and nothing made me irri- 
table. Such a very extraordinary circumstance as this 
made me look at the thermometer, and I foundmy tem- 
perature, and my temper, W'ere at lox, a circumstance 
which has never happened to me in India before. I 
meant to say nothing about it, but as the doctor hap- 
pened to come in, I did confide the matter to him, and 
he sent me to bed at once. Friday I remained there, 
Saturday ditto, and Sunday I was up most of the day, 
but still weak. Some time during this period I caught 
cold, but otherwise there seemed to be nothing wdiatever 
the matter with me. Yesterday I went down to lunch 
and dinner, and to-night I hope to go to the Eoberts’ 
fancy ball, so I must consider myself convalescent, 
though feeble. Certainly there is something of the 
vampire about this climate : it extracts your strength, 
and yon know nothing about it until some very slight 
ailment reveals the melancholy fact. 

Thursday there were races, and a big dinner and 
dance here, both of which I was able to follow from my 
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bed immediately above. Eirst, a clatter of swu'ds near 
my door, by wbicli I know that His Excelloiu-y has been 
fetched, and that having descended the stairs, hois laing 
taken round the guests. Lady Hoberts, Sir Ei‘ederiek, 
Mr. and Mrs. Durand, Sir Auckland Colvin and ladies 
three, the French Consul, Mrs. Levet Yeatts, and thirty 
more. I hear ‘ God save the (^ucen,’ and I kium tluy 
arc marching into dmner, the Viceroy and Lady Hoberts, 
Blanche and Sir Frederick, and a long line following: 
Blanche in a state of extreme nervousness at the very 
idea of sitting in my })laeo, aird assuring Sir Frederick 
that ‘nothing would over induce her to do such a Ihing 
again.’ A long murmui- of conversation follows and 
several pieces by the band, then ‘ God save the (^ueen ’ 
again — they are driukmg Hoj‘ Majesty’s health ; soon 
after that a general movement, and I know that dinner 
is over. D. runs up to see me for a moment, and 
then returns to his guests. Soon after the band begins 
to tune up, and the first quadrille begins, Blanche 
again in my place. After this I follow the dancers 
through polkas and waltzies, and a final galop, and then, 
imagining them drinldng soup and piitthig on tladr 
cloaks, I go to sleep. 

I don’t know what happened on Friday, hut Saturday 
was most exciting. There was a horse show, and all 
our favourite steeds were exliihited. The children went 
down at 7 a.m. to see it, and came back indignant and 
excited. My beautiful ‘ Hack ’ and Victoria’s were, they 
said, pronounced by the imbecile judges to ht too fat, and 
wore put aside at once. ‘ Euby ’ got no prize, and every- 
thing was most ‘ stupid and unfair.’ However, in the 
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afternoon things improved. Lord William rode my 
‘ No Name ’ for a trotting prize, and as she performed 
before the stand everyone exclaimed, ‘ Wliat a beautiful 
pony ! ’ and she got the first prize. ‘ Euby,’ it turned out, 
got second in one class, and was ‘ Highly commended ’ 
in another class. But by what sort of a pony do you sup- 
pose we were beaten ? By a ‘ Lady’s Hack ’ with broken 
knees. The judges preferred broken knees to a becoming 
amomit of fat, and said ‘ They had made up their' minds 
not to notice the former defect.’ Victoria’s ‘ Diplomat ’ 
got a second prize for jumping, and Basil appeared at 
dinner covered with ‘ commendations ’ and blue bows and 
pink tape, which he said had all been given to his beloved 
little ‘ Sarus.’ The best animal of all was a whaler, and 
Archdeacon Tribe got two prizes for his clerical steed, 
it being the best hill poiry and the fattest animal present. 
I was very sorry to miss this show. 

Wednesday, 22nd . — Lady Eoberts’ Jubilee Fancy Ball 
is over. I was not quite strong enough really to enjoy it, 
but it was undoubtedly a very pretty ball, and a very 
successful one. The new room is painted blue and white, 
and it lights up very well. On the walls were blue shields 
with the names of Sir Frederick’s fields of battle in gold 
letters on them, and standing sentry in various parts of 
the rooms were soldiers from some of the regiments 
which made the great march with him. At the back of 
the stage was a trophy made of bayonets, a great ‘ 50 ’ 
in the centre of it, and the word ‘ Jubilee ’ below. The 
night fortunately was fine, and when we arrived we 
were taken straight up to the ball-room, whore we 
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found all the guests assembled, a very brilliant crowd 
indeed. I wore a real ‘ fancy ’ dress. As you are aware, 
this is the twenty-fifth year- of my marriage, and there- 
fore my silver- wedding year, so I thought a dross com- 
memorative of the occasion would be suitable and new. 
It is a gi-ey satm dress trimmed with silvery fringes, long 
open transparent silver canvas sleeves falling to nearly 
the bottom of my gown. My hair powdered, my diamond 
crown on, and a long silver veil hanging from the back 
of my head ; diamond ornamonts, and a tall and thick 
silver stick in my hand, surmounted by XXV in large 
silver figures ; a white satin bow is tied beneath those, 
and on the long ends is embroidered in silver ‘ Twenty- 
five.’ 

Monday, 27th. — Having announced to you some days 
ago with a great flourish of trumpets that the rain had 
come, I must now tell you that we are having the most 
deplorably fine weather, and that we are getting quite 
anxious about the poor old monsoon. Dull and mono- 
tonous as it is, it is absolutely necessary to our haj)pi- 
ness, for you may pcrhai^s be able family to imagine 
what a famine scare, added to ail our other chronic 
Indian scares, would be ; and how we tremble, not at 
the idea of dusty roads or scarcity of baths, but over 
the inevitable and terrible misery occasioned by even a 
little famine here. Wc still hojie for the deluge, however, 
so I won’t depress you too much just yet. 

Tuesday, 28t]i . — I have kept on advertising that I 
should be ‘ at home ’ to visitors every Tuesday afternoon 

voii. n. 
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in June, but each time that the day arrived I was obliged 
to put off the reception, and so for the first time this 
month the event really came off to-day. Everybody 
owed me a visit, and I fell that if I had to receive in the 
house it would be a dreary performance ; but happily 
the day was quite lovely, and my three grass terraces 
were beautifully green, and everything was perfect for a 
garden party, so all went off well, though, unluckily for 
my journal, without incidents. 

Wednesday, 2gih . — A very ordinary day, one spent 
quite in the usual manner. Archie played polo before 
breakfast ; the children walked ; JD. and I appeared at 
nine, and we breakfasted in the family studio ; then we 
all separated for lessons, letter-writing, and work. D. 
had his Council, which lasted till nearly lunch-time. 
After that meal there was some clay-pigeon shootmg on 
the lawn, and then business of various sorts till 4.30. 
D. visited his new house and went all over it, and most 
of us met at Annandale, where the boys tent-peg and 
the girls tilt. We had just time to read our letters 
before dinner, and we looked at the papers after and 
went to bed at ten. 

Thursday, soih . — This is ‘ Om: Day,’ the one on which 
we give our evening entei’tainments, and on which there- 
fore no one else in Simla is supposed to have dinner 
parties or dances. This week we had a very pleasant 
dinner party of forty-seven people in all. 

Friday, July i^th. — D. took Hermie and me all over 
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the house in tlie aCtcrnoon. We oLiiibutl up the most 
terrible places, and stood on single planks over yawning 
chasms. The ’svorkpcople are very ranusing to look iifc, 
especially the young ladles in necklaces, ])racelelh, ear- 
rings, tight cotton trousers, turbans W'ith long vc‘Js 
hanging do\vn their backs, and a large Ccirthonw^ai'e 
basin of mortar on their lieads. Tluy wmlk about w*ilh 
the carriage of empresses, and seem as much at 
on the top of tlie roof as on the ground-iloor ; 
picturesque masons they are. The house \Yill rc'tUly be 
beautiful, and the view^s all round are magiulicent. I 
saw the plains distinctly from my boudoir wiiidow’, and 
I am glad to have that open view^ as I sliall not then 
feel so buried in the hills. 

Scitimhy, Avr/ust 20th . — ^We made a groat oxpodition 
with the Lyalls down to a temple 500 feet below- he3*o. 
The road was very steep, so wc w^alkccl and jumpecl, wdth 
long sticks, a great part of the way till we readied Uu‘ 
bed of a river with streams trickling through it, n lovi‘ly 
little Hindu temi)le on its banks, wuth very fine piiu - 
trees surrounding it, and a beautiful gretmswavd on 
which some very desirable tea and ttmpting ealios w-ere 
spread out for our refreshment. We came liojno an- 
other way, very uphill riding ; our horsess’ backs w'ere at 
an angle of forty-five, and we stuck on them as well as 
we could while they sealed the 500 feet. A lady w'ho 
was with the Lyalls kept losing her helmet, Edward 
Fletcher’s saddle kept slipping over his puny's tail, the. 
accompanying dogs kept disappearing down the khu<ls, 
to the great anxiety of their mistresses, but finally w'(? 
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all got safe to the top, and there decided that wo had 
enjoyed ourselves immensely. 

Tliursd.ay, — I must send this off to-day, but 

I have just time to tell you that we have had a 
luncheon party for three French gentlemen who have 
just made a wonderful journey. They left Teheran 
eight months ago, and they have reached India by some 
unheard-of route, suffering from miseries of all kinds on 
the way — starvation, snow-blindness, snow-water only 
to drink, and finally, by the time they reached Chitral, 
destitution. There they were rescued from their 
calamities by means of letters sent from here. One is 
a botanist, one an artist, and one is to be an author, and 
they were sent out by the French Geographical Society, 
and meant to come by a particular route, but, though they 
were prevented from following it, succeeded in finding 
one for themselves. They are clad in the roughest home- 
spun, and have no other clothes, and so they could not 
appear in the evening. We had all the Councillors to 
meet them, and D. made a little complimentary speech 
n their honour, which they did not understand, and 
we drank their healths, which they did comprehend. 
They wrote their names in my book, and I think they 
are called Pepin, Bonvallot, and Capus. You must 
look out for their book. It will be ready in about three 
years, so perhaps we may read it together. 

Saturday, zyth, to Tuesday, $oth. — The Persian Con- 
sul-General came up from Bombay to present me with 
the Order of the Sun. Basil and Mr. Grant turned out 
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of Mount Pleasant, and that house was given up to him. 
Happily he thinks it an additional honour that he should 
have the apartments usually oeeupied by the Viceroy’s 
son, and he is altogether much pleased with his recep- 
tion. He seems to have expected to he put into a dak 
bungalow, but instead of that he has this house, and 
is our guest ; he was mot by an A.D.C. in uniform, and 
is attended by one at all times. He came down to 
dinner in tlie evening, and turns out to be a }‘cal Persian 
sommite, speaking French, but no English. H. talkc^d 
Persian to him after dinner, with great success. He 
left a card, or rather a paper, on all the members of the 
Staff, which reads as follows: ‘Haji Mirza Hoosscin 
Goli Khan, Mohtamid-ul-Vyzarell. Former appointment 
in Persia — Prime Military General. Private Secretary 
for Foreign Minister. Present appointment— Consul- 
General for Persia in India. He is the fourth son 
of the late Mirza Aga Khan, Sadar-ul-Aazim, Prime 
Minister for Persia.’ 

We only see him in the evening, for ho breakfasts at 
eleven, then sleeps, and then rides out. When he meets 
the Hon’ble Basil he descends from his horse to greet him, 
and as the Viceroy’s son he deems him worthy of one of 
the above cards, and of every honour. 

On Monday the great ceremony took place. The 
drawing-room was arranged as for a durbar, the gold 
carpet was down, the maces and peacock’s feathers were 
present. The Viceroy, the Foreign Secretary, and all the 
Staff were in full uniform, and the Consiil-Goncral was 
ushered in with great state. I stepped for-ward and 
received from him a letter from the Shah, a translation 
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of ^vh]\']l 1 rfoiul YOU. Till' ribbon of iiio (Valor was piii 
over my ri^bt sbouliler, aiul the ^la^ pi.uu'd on, and 
thou wo all sat down. Tlio Consui-tu-norai made a little 
speccliin reivian, Durand saiil a b'W words in reply 
we rose, shook liands with the (loiisui, and be ])aeiced 
out, making oceasiomd ])ows\\biLdi we reiurnod as grace- 
fully as possible. Tlum wo cxamini’d i)a nu)si illustrious 
Order of the Sun. The ribbon is a ]>ink watc'rod one 
with two narrow green lines at the edge, and the jewel 
hanging from it is a half sun. Tlieecnirt' is a ‘^tuotni 
face ' witli diamond rays half round it. Tlu' star is a 
whole sun. The centre of it is also a l\‘rsian beauty 
face, with very round tat cheeks, very l)lack eyebrows 
and black hair, some of \\hich comes on to the cheelis 
like whiskers. This is a sort of enamel, and the rays 
round it are all diamonds. 

Next day the same ceremonial was repeated, cxi'cpt 
that on this occasion I handed tlie Ccmsul-GcJU'ra] my 
* autograph ’ letter to Efis Majesty the Rhtih. The 
Viceroy read a long Persian speecli wdiich I did not 
understand, and ho also presented the Ambassador with 
a handsome gold medal as a souvenir of his visit hero. 
I believe he is much pleased with it. Of course I wore 
my Order nightly, and also at this second durbar. The 
Persian leaves to-morrow. Tie is longing to got away 
from Bombay, where he is always ill, and to I'oturn to 
Teheran, or, better still, to be made Ambassador at some 
European Court. 
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From His MaJeshj the Shah of Persia lo Her Edrellencu 
the Countess 0/ Du fieri n. 

(The seal on the top of the loiter reads —The Kin^^dom 
belongs to God. The Sultan, son of the Sultan, Nasir- 
ud-Din Shah-i-Kajar.) 

Balotl Shawal, 1304 (Junc-July, iSS?). 

‘ Taking into view Lbo perfect IriouclHliip and unity 
which have existed h’om of old hetM'ccn tlio two glorious 
Governments — Persian and English — and which with 
the help of the Most High God will ho on the increase 
and growing day by day — it (friendship) ro(iuires that we 
should by good means reveal and give expression to tlu; 
sentiments of our heart — the panorama of pure friend- 
ship — to the holders of the high offices of that Govern- 
ment. Therefore wo havo sent as a present tiie Insignia 
of the Imperial Order of the Sini of the Huhlime Persian 
Empire, which is on(j of the now and illustrious Orders 
introduced by this Government of everlasting foundation, 
and which is specially intended foi- ladies of high rank, 
for Madame la Comtesse Harriot Hufl’erin, the esteemed 
wife of His Excellency the Viceroy and Governor-General 
of the Indian Empire, so that Her Ladyship may adorn 
her virtuous breast therewith and remain under the pro- 
tection of Gracious God.’ 


Wednesday, $ist . — I thought I would lilvO to see what 
the Zenana Mission in Simla wore doing, so 1 arraugvd 
to visit the school in the bazaar and to see as many of 
the women as could be assembled hi one house. 
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Blanche was with me, and we went down hills and 
stairs till we reached the room where the school is. 
There were about twenty of those pretty little Indian 
girls who always look so attractive in their bright- 
coloured garments and sUver anklets, bracelets, and 
other jewellery. They sang to me, and read and wrote 
Bengali. They seem to be extraordinarily quick and 
clever in learning everything, and as their education is 
such a very short one, generally ending at twelve years 
of age, it is a good thing that they are. 

I next went on to the zenana where the women, to 
whom Miss James gives lessons in their own houses, 
were collected togethei*. There were about seventeen 
or twenty there, and they welcomed me most warmly. 
The lady of the house was a remarkably pretty woman, 
and did the honours charmingly. After I had shaken 
hands with everyone and sat down, they all showered 
flowers over me, and each one gave me a bouquet. The 
interpreter was like most interpreters, and would answer 
my remarks and theirs herself, instead of repeating 
everything we all said; this makes it so difficult to 
carry on a friendly conversation. One of the women 
read English to me, and I was given a cup of tea and 
a quantity of cakes were spread before me, but as I could 
not possibly eat them then, we took them away with 
ns in a tray! The house belonged to a Babu in an 
office here and looked very comfortable, with pictures on 
the wall, and some special decorations of flowers for me. 
These women learn reading and work, and Miss James 
said our hostess was a particularly good accountant. It 
must be a great comfort to them to have some such 
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occupations. Of conrse, in cTory case •where these lessons 
are recewed, Christianity is tairght as well. 

The afternoon looked very threatenin", neverthe- 
less the Lyalls came over here, and we took them to 
see the Chadwick waterfall. Such a descent ! And 
such an ascent! I walked down, l)ut came up in a 
jhampan, and often seemed to he standing on my feet 
in it. 

Thumlay, Seytemher isl. — I am trying to start a small 
Work Society hero on the principle of several English 
ones I know of : each memher to undertake to make 
(or give) six articles of clothing a year for local charities. 
I had a little meeting to sot it going, and we decided to 
work for two orphanages, the hospital, and one leper 
asylum near here. Mrs. Madden undertook to be secre- 
tary of the grown-up part of it, and to receive and give 
out the patterns, and I have got Mrs. Craigie HaUeett 
to manage the children’s branch. I hope to get too 
members, who will produce 600 garments, and these will 
be a great help to the institutions selected. 

When this meeting was over, I went for a few 
moments to a concert in aid of the E. C. Church. It 
was got up by the congregation, and there were quite 
a different audience and different performers to those 
of the Monday Pop. I had to attend another charity 
concert on Saturday, and I was so tired of music that I 
determined not to go to one on Monday, but when the 
day came, and I found that a Member of Council was 
to perform, I was really obliged just to look in to hear 
him ! 
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Wcdnmlai)^ October $th , — Wc had such a very pretty 
little ^ school feast ’ to-day for the Zenana Mission Girls' 
School. In England it would have been considei'od a 
fast, for there was nothing to oat ; the only attempt at 
refreshments was a bagful of sweets for each child to 
take away with her. There were about twenty-two 
cdiildren, and they did look so pretty and so merry 
playing about on the grass. Their gay saris cUid their 
silver anklets wore not very convenient for blind-man’s 
buff, and some of the jewellery had to be taken off till 
the games were over. First of all they svumg three at 
a time in Victoria’s swing; they looked at some con- 
juring and performing birds, and then they romped 
about. They were not in the least sliy, and seemed per- 
fectly happy. Just before they left they w^ero assembled 
in the drawing-room, and I presented them with their 
prizes, and gave each one cither a Jubilee medal or 
a Jubilee card and the bag of bonbons. I had in- 
vited about twelve small European children to meet them, 
and a few ladies who are interested in the schools. One 
little English boy was much impressed by the gold 
ribbon plaited in with a girl’s hair, and I had difficulty 
in keeping his hands off it. 

Thursday, 6th , — I received a visit from Bazabai Saheb 
Apte, a widowed half-sister of the celebrated Nana Sahib. 
She has come up from Gwalior to make some petition, 
but she was so ill when she arrived that the interview 
had to be cut very short. She is a nice-looking but 
melancholy woman, and as she has been suffering from 
fever, she had to be supported into the room, and lay in 
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a gasping condition in an anu-tliaiv all tlio iiuio she 
there. She was dressed in ])liun ^\hiLe col ion, as, Ijciiig 
a widow, she is not allowed warnu'r or snuirler clothes. 
She looked very miserrJJe in llu'si' sniuiner garineoi'^, 
and it is no Avonder she was illcoioing up iVoni iheplaie.s 
to this cold climate and unahle to niaL* any change in 
her clothing. 

Friddjf, yih , — Tliis is the day of the Fe((‘ given to 
the momhers of the Viceroy's Olllets mid [ hetiv sounds 
of merriment iVoni l)elow tluh house. Triumphal aivlu's 
arc erc=cled, and a great Sliamiami is iij), almost hiding 
from view the grounds of the houses and oilices there, 
hut room is just left for a Gymkluina (wiihouc horses), 
which the children have gone to see. Lands are play- 
ing, and cliooring is going on, and I am sure all are 
enjoying themselves much. Gretit arrangomeuts have 
been made for this holiday. In tlie ovLiiing wc went 
down there at nine o'clock. \Yo found the wdiole 
l)lace beautifully illuiiimatcd : a guard of honour mi 
the carpeted pathw’ay w*hich hal io tht‘ theatris can- 
nons going off at intervals, aiul ai the outraiicti to 
the house wdiich opened into the Bhamiana an array 
of armed men on horsi^s — of Armsdoll manufacture ! 
The men had cocked hats and Idue uniforms and drawn 
swords, and the horses looked very spiritt‘d and dillitmlt 
to manage. The guns w\we drawn up at one side, so 
that the infantry, cavalry, and artillery of tlio Armsdell 
Volunteers w^ere all represented. Tlu^ Sluimiana itself 
w^as beautifully decorated — the poles tw’iued with flowers 
and hung with little glasses, banks of flowers in front 
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of the stage and before our chairs, with XXV. in wdiite 
chrysanthemums in the centre of each ; strings of Indian 
toys and shining things w^ere strung from side to side, 
and the place was tilled with spectators. We sat on the 
raised verandah of the house opi)osite the stage. The 
performance began with a nauteh, and then came the 
comedy. It was adapted from ‘ Box and Cox ’ by Mr. 
Panioty, and was written for the occasion. These well- 
known gentlemen became ^ Bhose and Ghose,’ and had, 
moreover, twn servants, who not only were deceived in 
the matter of accommodation, but were also devoted to 
the same lady. Tlie piece was very well acted by the 
Babus belonging to the Office, and was most amusing. 
Between the acts three pretty little boys in very smart 
clothes played upon native instruments. At the end of 
the play a band of Druids, singing, advanced bearing a 
beautiful banner, on which was embroidered our arms 
in gold on blue satin, and the figures XXV., with good 
wishes for our silver wedding; the whole surmounted 
by a little cross. The back of the banner was pink, 
and had on it our names. The Chief Druid made us 
a little speech, and then D. got up and thanked them 
all for their kind thought on this occasion, and for their 
fidelity always, and we left. The forces (which, by 
the way, marched round the place once during the per- 
formance-horse, foot, artillery, grass-cutters, bheesties, 
ambulance, and all) were again in order outside as we 
walked away. The stage was very prettily arranged, 
a very smart ‘ lodging ' hung with phulcarries. In fact, 
the wdiole entertainment must have demanded great fore- 
thought and ingenuity, and it was a very charming one. 
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Salurddjf, October iStb , — I am having a holiday, so I 
cannot bo expected to write a veiy long or methodical 
journal ; at the same time it will never do to led a very 
dclightlul and idle week escape I’ot'ord, when so maiiy 
‘ trivial rounds ’ lind a place in this vta’iicions history. 
I am obliged to l)egin with our last dissii)ation at Simla 
— a very amusing Gymkhana, for w liich we stayed at liomc 
one day longer than \ve had inUmded. 'i’liere w as to ])e a 
Ladies’ Hack race, and tlu‘ exciting i)art of it w’as that 
a gentleman liad presenhxl Jis. 250 for a ])ri/e. Lord 
William appeared on Victoria’s i)ony and easily took the 
j&rst place in the racc^ and w'on it foi* luo*. Victoria was 
much more delighted with the fact tliat lier pony did so 
well than with the bundle of notes presented to her. 
Another very amusing race W'as that ridden by the 
' heavy ’ gentlemen on our Stall*, ])ersons wiio had never 
ridden or w’on races before. Sir Donald on the ‘ Masher ’ 
flying round the course had the best wishes of all the 
spectators, but he did not win, Mr. Grant carried off 
the cup which the Staff presented to itse.lf. Then there 
was a Eickshaw race, and Blanche came in triumphant, 
directing her men when to spare tliomselves and when 
to strive. The family w'cnt homo happy and triumphant, 
and Blanche w*as quite as pleased at Iiaving w’on a pair 
of gloves for being last in the Ladi(}s’ Hack race as 
Victoria was with being first in it. Ilermio, too, w^as 
delighted because her pony, of which she had previously 
entertained rather a low opinion, was second in this 
same race. 

On Sunday we went to church in the morning, and 
in the afternoon rode out to Musliobra. This house was 
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l>uilt by Lord William Hay wlieii lie was in India, and 
is now tiivided into two ilats. The lloberts’ have the 
upper one, and Sir Edward Buck the lower. Lady 
lloberts’ lent uio hoj- floor, and Sh- E. Buck offered me 
his too, but I only took two of his rooms and left the rest 
for Mrs. Scoblo, who was anxious to try change of air. 
D. did not come out tiU Tuesday, by which time we had 
made overjdhing as warm and comfortable as possible. 
You can’t thmk how w'c all enjoy this bit of country life, 
the first we have had since wc came to Lidia. We are 
in a forest on the top of a hill, and we look upon roll- 
ing ranges, backed by magnificent snow mountains; 
wo throw on a hat, seize a big stick, and go glovelcss, 
and unaccompanied, at oiur own sweet wills, and at all 
hours of the day, roaming through the woods, and taking 
real walks in the morning; then in the afternoon wc 
send out tea to some sequestered spot and ride to it, and 
sit on the grass and see the kettle boil, wliile the chil- 
dren eat a ‘ big ’ tea, and enjoy themselves thoroughly. 

One morning while roaming we saw a smart lady 
from Simla rushing out of her house to meet us, and we 
had to pay her a visit, which sounds much too cralised ; 
but she confided to us that she had been rrmlnTig a 
pudding when she saw us coming, so that quite restored 
the romance of the situation. The best of all is that 
1). is reaUy doing nothiug, and that he reads a novel 
!ind says, ‘ This is peaceful and delightful ’ — and so 
on at intervals. 

One dissipation we had, and that was a grand picnic 
given by Lord William near here. It was held in a chdteau 
built by an Italian pastrycook. The dining-room walls 
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are vio^ys of Naples and Sicily, sumiy sides and volcanoes, 
picturesque peasants and adventurous goats. Tlic other 
sitting-rooms are gorgeously coloured, and there are 
Lusts on the stairs made Ly the pastrycook himself. 
Lord William had invited a goodly company, and we sat 
at small tables of eight anu really did t'ujoy it all. We 
^ycrc photographed in a group, and ^yc shot at targets, 
and played l^adminton, and swung in a marvellous 
and most alarming-looking swing, and linally i*ode home 
just in time to escape a tliunderstorm. In th<j evening 
tye play round games, with acorns lor (-ounters — wo are 
nothing if we are not rural. 

Major Cooper is the only A.D.C. who is staying with 
us. Friday morning he rode out to Naldcra before 
breakfast with the cliildre3i, and 1). and I followed in 
time for lunch. Wo found them all enjoying themselves 
thoroughly. The ride out had been delightful, and the 
new place had interested them immensely. We had 
lunch, and the children got three tin baths out of 
the tents which liad been put up in case we shoubl 
fancy sleeping at Naldcra, and began to toboggan down 
the grassy slopes in them. The success w’as moderate, 
but the amusement was givat. Next came a gallop 
over the hills and a ride home, with tea somewhere on 
the way. 

S^mdaijf i6th . — Our holiday is over, and 'we go home 
this afternoon. After breakfast we went for a walk, and 
as we were gazing at the magnilicont view I spied Fred 
and Blanche riding home from Narkunda on the road 
below ; we called and waved our handkerchiefs, and as 
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soon as they realised our presence and knew that ^^e 
were still hero, they turned round and came up to 
spend the day with us. The weather is perfectly lovely, 
so fresh and so sunny and delightful. We are sitting 
on the balcony, and shall ride home after lunch. This 
will be our last week at Simla, and so I could not afford 
to wait here till Monday, nor could I tear myself away 
yesterday, twenty-four hours before it was absolutely 
necessary to go. We have greatly enjoyed the holiday 
and the freedom and comparative solitude of this place. 
This is the only bit of writing I have done since I came 
here, and I have not much to show in the way of books 
read either ! I need not add that the children have 
been equally idle ! 

Monday, 17th, to Saturday, 22mh — Our plans have 
been somewhat disarranged. There are a few cases of 
cholera at Quetta and in some of the surrounding districts, 
and as so many servants travel with us who will drink 
water on every possible occasion, and as the Viceroy's 
presence in the place would bring all sorts of people 
together from all sorts of viUages, it might cause an out- 
burst of the disease both in the neighbourhood and in 
our train, and so we have to leave interesting Quetta 
altogether out of our tour. We do not now go from 
Simla till the 3rd of November. 

On Saturday D. gave a ‘ tamasha ' to all the work- 
people engaged on the new house — about 1,000 men 
and women. The games were in the adjoining grounds, 
and at eleven o'clock we went up to see them. The 
workpeople were all squatting round a flat ^racecourse,’ 
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and we sat on a terrace a]) 0 vc. Tfc was most ainnsing. 
There were men with rod masks, golden helmets, 
glittering jackets, swords, and bare l)rowm logs, jumping 
about aimlessly after the manner of clowns. There were 
long-bearded and crowned pantaloons; there wei-e imita- 
tion nautch-girls ; there were men dressed as Langours, 
the costume consisting of patches of coLton-wool gummed 
on to the naked skin, and entirely covering all but tlie 
face, wliich appeared to be black-loaded. The enter- 
tainment opened witli an address to the Yiceroj^ and 
with the singing of laudatory songs; then there was 
wrestling and fencing and races of all sorts, and a 
representation of a cheetah hunt. Two very respee table 
deer witli fine horns and sliawl-covorcd bodies, with two 
men inside each, were attacked by a man di'csssed as a 
cheetah, who sprang about on all fours, and managed 
a very long tail ^Yitll great dexterity. When he suc- 
ceeded in jumping on to the deer’s l)ack that animal foil 
down dead. Tlie great de rfsiHhnur then came on. 
It was a large w’^ooden tiger borne aloft on mc‘n’s 
shoulders ; a long liar passed througli his mouth, at 
each end of wliich sat a man in costume, holding a largo 
sword; within the tiger’s jaws lay a l)oy, also dressed 
up, and allowing his head to hang down in a most un- 
comfortable fashion; and behind all sat the Goddess 
Devi. I tried to photograph some of those curious 
figures, but they have no notion oi sitting, and always 
make a point of being particularly active at the most 
critical moment. As soon as I took the cap off, Devi 
changed her sword fi-om her right to her left hand, 
and the mortals were equally unreasonable. We stayed 
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looking on for a conplo of hours, but the fete lasted till 
dark. 

Sunday^ 2ych — This was our silver-wedding day. 
We received a great many kind wishes and a number 
of lovely presents from friends here and at home. 

At dinner Sir Donald "Wallace proposed our healths 
in a very kind aiid pretty speech, and D. replied. I 
think we botli felt rather chokey, for we have indeed 
had five-and-twonty very happy years together, and the 
termination of a quarter of a centm-y of life almost un- 
clouded by great sorrows, and full of many blessings 
is a real epoch in one’s liistory. 
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TliK N.-W. FRONTTHU, ANO LAIIORK 
3 I'D l)n.'iiMi!i;it 15 

Thursday, November yd . — We loft Simla at eiglit 
o’clock. Guai'cls of honour, bandK, anti colchritios to 
see us off, and a family to IcaTC behind. They are very 
happy, ho-wever, and have every intention of enjoying 
themselves. Fred and Captain Burn are the A.D.C.s 
who travel with us. 

I found the drive of nmety-six miles very long, and 
though we enjoyed it for a few hours, wo tliought the 
last two or three very weary. An escort inet us near 
TJmballa, and some beautiful uniforms appeared at the 
station. We dined quietly in the train and slept in 
a siding. Mr. O’Meara, the Simla dentist, who has just 
been on a professional visit to the Amir at Galail, dined 
with us. The Amir had his teeth diwvn and liis new ones 
put in in open durbar, and he requested Mr. O’Meara 
to teach one of his armom-ers how to make a set for the 
Governor of Cabul. As the man felt that his head 
would probably be cut off if the teeth wore uncomfort- 
able, he proved a very airt pupil. 
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Friday, 4 . 1 ! u — We started off early in tlio morning and 
got to Kapurtlialla about twelve o’clock. The Maharajah^ 
who at Eawal Pindi two years ago was a boy, is now a 
young man. He has grown very much taller, and is very 
bright and plcasant-looldng. He was married last year. 
He always dresses very magnificently, wears bright 
turbans, and has a lovely red velvet coat embroidered with 
gold. He met the Viceroy on the way and drove him to the 
Eesident’s house. 

Colonel and Mrs. Massy represent our host. Their 
house is very nice, with lofty rooms, and surrounded by a 
large garden. In our programme I found a list of events 
for the afternoon that looked formidable. There were, 
as usual, two durbars for D., one here and one at the 
Eajah’s house ; a garden party, a state banquet, and 
an evening party. However, it turned out there are 
only six Europeans here, so these six were the garden 
party and the banquet, and about ten native gentlemen 
also appeared in the garden and afterwards formed the 
evening party. Before dinner we drove round the little 
town, which w^as illuminated. 

Saturday, — The gentlemen all started early to go 
out shooting, but Mrs. Massy and I did not follow them 
till later. We had some way to drive along an excellent 
road, in a carriage drawn by mules, which went at a great 
pace. Then wn mounted elephants and rode across a 
prairie to a tent laid out for luncheon. The sportsmen 
had to confess that they had killed nothing, but they 
were quite ready to try again after they had fortified 
themselves with some food. Accordingly at three o’clock 
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the nineteen elephants TOrc ordered to the tejit-cloor, and 
everyone tried to remember which was his particular 
animal, and having done so he got into his ho\\ dali, or on 
to his pad, or into his silver tray. All the elephants had 
their trunks and faces elaborately painted, aiid all were 
covered with scarlet cloths btu'dercd with red and yellow 
patchwork and with green fringes. TThen we marched 
forward side by side, slowly pacing through the jungle 
grass, we looked very imposmg, I assure you. A com- 
pany of mounted soldiers accompanied us to mark down 
the game. The first excitement was a pig, which ran 
along the line and which received itiany a bullet before 
he gave up his life. Several more followed, and the 
scene was most lively and e.xciting, but the shooting 
looks exceedingly diflicult. Both the pig and the black 
buck are almost hidden in the gi-ass ; the former j’ou can 
scarcely see at all, and the latter give great bounds in 
and out of the cover, and in both cases you generally have 
to trust to chance shots aimed at places where the grass 
is seen to bo mowg. This is what most people did, and 
nearly the whole army of sportsmen had a try at each 
animal. The excitement was added to by tho very groat 
dislike the elephants have to the pig. On approaching a 
wounded one, they would start back and bellow, and I 
could feel mine tremble every time he saw one. D. got 
three pigs, one of them a very big one. We did not see 
many buck until nearly dark, when it was impossible to get 
them. They are such lovely little animals, one cannot help 
rejoicing that they have escaped the bullet when one sees 
them bounding along. Two nilgai were also seen at dusk. 

I enjoyed the afternoon immensely, and everyone was 
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content with the bag, which consisted of eight pig and six 
deer. We again galloped homo and had a quiet evening. 

Sanday, 6th , — There is no church here, so we had 
service in the drawing-room. ’Wlien it was over I went 
to the palace to visit the ladies. The Maharajah met me 
on the steps of the palace, and conducted me behind the 
screens which were arranged in front of the door. There 
I found the ladies a^vaiting mo, and we walked into the 
drawing-room together. The visit was much easier and 
less formal than usual. 

After lunch we went out in boats. There is a 
charming river on w^hich you can get an eight miles row. 
It looks quite English, and had it not been for glimpses 
of policemen on the banks anxiously endeavouring to 
keep their eye on the Viceroy, we might have imagined 
we were at home. Their picturesque dress, however, dis- 
pelled the illusion, and besides in England D. is not 
under police supervision — as a rule. We arrived at a 
certain little promontory on which tents were pitched 
and a five o’clock tea banquet was spread, and there 
we landed and enjoyed it. The afternoon was a very 
pleasant one, but we rather regret that this restful visit 
should come at the beginning instead of in the middle 
of our tour ; we don’t deserve it yet. 

On our way home we stopped to see a lovely little 
temple or sepulchre which has been built to hold the late 
Eajah’s ashes. It is of red stone, and all most beautifully 
carved in openwork patterns, quite in the old Delhi and 
Agra style. The marble floor at the bottom is not 
finished, and the ashes now present the appearance of a 
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heap of mortar lying in the midst of the workmen’s tools ; 
they will eventually he placed under a tomhstonc. 

Momhty, 7 th . — We have had another day’s shooting, 
exactly like the last I described. Tents sprang up in the 
wilderness, and tables spread with all the luxuries of the 
season appeared ready for our refreshment at the hungry 
hour of two. There the nineteen elephants, with all their 
gay trappings and scarlet attendants, knelt to receive us on 
their backs, and we had a veay enjoyable afternoon. On 
the way home wo made the huge iinimals race, and we got 
well shaken about in our howdahs as they jolted along. 

After dinner Colonel Gordon Young, who is a ga-and- 
son of Young the actor, read to us. He has inherited 
the talent, and ho chose some very good pieces for the 
purpose, and gave us a very nice entertainment. 

We sleep very soundly after the loarg days iar the air, 
and besides the plains are much more sleepy than the hills. 

Tuesday, Sth. — D. went out shooting, and I did 
some sight-soeiug on my own account. 1 visited the 
stables, which are very substantial cditicos built in circles. 
The inner circle is formed by a series of coach-houses 
opening on to a good coach-yard. The back of this rormd 
building is divided into loose boxes, and the horses are 
either in these or are tethered outside in a wide space 
between their own homos and those of their syces, whoso 
houses form the outer circle of the establishment, and 
whose doors and windows look immediately on to the 
horses. Then I went over the offices, and saw all the 
clerks at work. The building is new and is very 



200 OUB YICEBEGAL LIFE IN INDIA ch. xiir 


European-looking ; but as the officials do not care for 
tables and prefer sitting on the lloor to do their busi- 
ness, one feels they would probably be happier and more 
comfortable in an old-fashioned don than in these 
lofty and bare apartments. There is no farnitiu’c at all 
in them — ^^jiist a drugget on the floor and a couple of 
ordinary chests in the corners ; and the men sit about 
anyhow, with small pen-boxes beside them and heaps of 
papers round them. They are doing the business of the 
State in this, to onr eyes, unbusiness-like manner, but I 
dare say they work as hard as those who sit on chairs and 
have more of the paraphernalia of the scribe about them. 
The record office was rather interesting. All the papers 
arc kept on shelves, and i)resent the appearance of 
thousands of many-coloured bundles, for they are 
wrapped in various clotlis, the four corners of which are 
tied together, and they are then piled up to tlie ceiling. 
Each bundle has a ticket on it which shows to which 
village it refers, and any paper wanted can be produced 
directly. The central part of these buildings is to be a 
durbar hall. It is very large and lofty, and will be very 
liandsome when it is quite finished. I climbed on to the 
roof and saw from it an extensive view ol Kapurthalla. 

In the afternoon we went to the Eaj ah’s tennis party, 
and when we had had tea we were conducted into the 
di^awing-room. He takes great pleasure in this room, 
and re-arranges the furniture in it every Sunday morn- 
ing. All his little ornaments are in very good taste, 
and he has some lovely coloured photographs of Mrs. 
Langtry, Mary Anderson, and Mrs. Brown Potter ! A 
schoolroom in a severer style opens out of this boudoir, 



and D. showed him on the jjohe all tlu' phu'C's lie has 
been to. The Maharajah javseiiled a portrait ot* 
to the Vieeroj^ painted by a carp.eiitoi* of llu* j)lae(‘. Jt 
is really veiy ^ood, extremely lihr, and with a (^aaiiit- 
ness about it which makes it look hla‘ a very old ])ieiin'c. 
The Eajah is represented siltin^i^ in a liij^li-baeked chair, 
the gold carving of which lias llu‘ etlect of an iuiuT 
frame to the picture; tht‘ colouring is very siuaa'ssful, 
and the Piaj ah wears a splendid red garment, vliilt* lus 
turban is covered with jewels. Tin* frame is of (ar\t‘d 
wood, and the wliole will lo('k wc‘ll on tlici Mails of 
'Clandeboye. 

After dinner m'c said good-liye to (iVt‘ryone and 
drove to the raihvay statioji ; tlua*e wc‘ sk’-ptf in the 
train, and started afresh on our journey in tin* middle 
of the night. 

Thumhif, 10///. — Wo trav/Hed all yeste.rday through 
a dreary country, and all night too, rea clung ‘ llohri 
Bunder’ at breakfast-time this morning. 

This place is on the ))anks of ilie Indus, and is 
exactly opposite to Bukkur. One can iinderslaud that 
it may bo a dreary and dreadful place io live in, and 
that the glare and heat of the sun innsl be terrilic, in 
the summer, but a tourist in N(A*(anber is i-athor struck 
by its charms. There is the river, Ihcnj are paIiu-tr(H‘s, 
and there arc mud-covered builduigs, whicli somehow 
pile themselves up into solid scpiares and t/Avers, and 
manage to look imposing. The groat point of intcu’ost 
to us is a big bridge Mhich is to cross the Indus here, 
and wo went down in a steamer to visit the works. It 
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will not bo finished for another two years. Having seen 
it, we spent a coiiplo of hours on the river, for all our 
railway carriages had to be transported across it, and 
tliat was a work of time. We had lunch on a barge, 
and got off again at about four o’clock. 

Two little things amused us here : one is the Scindc 
hat, which consists of a gold brocade ^ chimney-pot ’ hat 
worn tlie wrong side up ; and the other is the way in 
which the natives go out fishing. They have large 
earthenware vessels, with a hole in the top. Over this 
hole they lie, lacking their legs in the water to guide the 
frail barque, and using their arms to hold the line. When 
a fish is caught he is immediately dropped into the pot. 
The man carries his net on his head when he is not using 
it, and so ho travels about ‘ very light.’ I must not 
forget to mention the fort at Sukkur, which is a very 
large one of the most old-fashioned and fragile type, 
and another building which at one time was covered 
with bright-coloured tiles ; there seven mysterious ladies 
lived and were buried. I don’t see, however, that this 
gives them the least title to fame. 

Friday^ iitlu — More journeying through the uninte- 
resting desert of Scinde, scrubby bushes and cactus cover- 
ing an immense sandy plain. Colonel Wallace is with us, 
and Mr. Lightfoot is the accompanying railway official. 

We arrived at Karachi this afternoon. It presents 
the aiDpearance of a bran-new town set down in a sandy 
desert ; but it has a harbour, and it has great aspira- 
tions, and it has a railway question, which made us feel 
a little like arriving at British Columbia in the days of 
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the great agitation there. Tiu' aiMross at tlio slalinn 
was full of the (ineslioii, ami all other addresses have 
continued to ho full of it; hut, altliougli Jh can iiroinise 
nothing, he does fully sympathise with the natural desire 
the inhahitants have- to see their town l)ecoiue the capital 
of all India, as they thiidc it might — or ]ierliaps, to put it 
more moderately, with, their wish to eouiieet themselves 
by land with the best ])arts of tlie country, instead of 
being cut off from tlu'. coimnercial world as they now 
are. There is only oiu' railway which passes through 
the desert of Scindo, and which goes north, and daily 
posts are unknown here. This port is one day nearer 
to Euro])c than Bombay, and Karachi sees every reason 
why this fortunate circumstance shoirld oventuallj make 
it the successful rival of that now flourishing town. 
While I), was expressing his sympathy at the station, 
the camels in the neighbourhood chcK'rcd loudly. 

Wo had a quiet dinner in the Commissioner’s house, 
where wo are staying. Mr. Pritchard is his name. 
There was a lovdo afterwards. 

Saturdiqj, i2t1t. — Wt; had a long expedition to-day, 
and the Koherts, who have arrived from Quetta, were of 
the party. We drove to the train, and wont a little way 
in that, stopping for a few minutes to open a bridge. 
Then wc got on hoard a steamer and went outside tho 
harbour. Wc were to see some torpedoes go off, and 
were carefully told where to look. Accordingly we gazed 
and gazed, with our hearts in oirr mouths, but the buoys 
were humped in vain, and nothing went off. While we 
were still earnestly fixing the spot' indicated as the site 
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of the torpedo, an explosion occurred, and we all stared 
\yildly about the ship to see what had happened, and 
oiily at the very momcait the last drops of water sank 
down into the calm did we realise that on the other side 
of tlic sliij) a torpedo had gone off properly. 

After this we had a gi'eat lunch ; and, whether eating, 
drinking, or talking, we were never safe from the photo- 
g3-aplier, who took shots at us all the time. 

Later in tlic afternoon we landed, looked at models 
of forts, models of harbours, chalk lines marking out 
defences, &c. The ladies escaped for a time, and had 
some tea on a delightful windy elevation looking over 
the sea ; and I climbed to the top of the lighthouse, and 
had a good view of the oceans of sand landwards, as 
well as of the real ocean almost surrounding us, which 
at the moment I was helping to illuminate* 

We went liome by trolly, steam-launch, and carriage, 
and then there was a dinner j)arty and a reception, and 
so ended a busy day* 

Eundau, i^tJu — I went to church twice, and heard two 
sermons in favour of my Fund. The offertories were for it. 

Between the services I was provided with a great 
pleasure. I was allowed to make an assignation with 
Katie, ^ who sat at one end of a wire in Teheran, while 
I sat at the other in Karachi, and so we were able to 
converse. I w^as really astonished at the rapidity with 
which it was all done. It seemed scarcely possible she 
should have read what I had to say before she replied 
to it, and I felt some unreasonable impatience that the 

* My sister— Lady Nicolson— wife of the Cb.arg4 d’ Affaires. 



t8S7 the 2 Iin HASAN ALT KUAN 205 

macliino not uhlo i(^ iiceomplish jiisL a little moro, 
and let mo hear or see lier. Saying good-bye was the 
worst of it, for it really did seem like beginning a new 
term of separation. Fred and J). assisted at the 
seance. 

After this wo drove to tho Zoological Otirdens, which 
are new, but which promise very well. It is rather 
funny here to find oneselC expected to admirer the trees, 
and one looks a litthi bewildered until onc‘, has thoroughly 
digested the fact that they have only lieon planted four 
years. Seen in that light they arc admiraldo, andciuitc 
gigantic. Without it they are only shrubs few and far 
between. 

Mondaij, 14//^. — I had a busy morning. I visited two 
schools and looked at the Eoman Catholic church. The 
j&rst school was a Protestant one for boys and girls, and 
the second a convent school for girls. 

Then I returned home and received Ilis ITigliness 
the Mir Hasan Ali Khan. He is a grant Mahometan 
noble of Hyderabad, Scindo, and he came to sec me 
about my Fund. Ho was beautifully and curiously 
dressed. His loose ^ Turkish ’ trousers were striped rod 
and green. His short coat was scarlet velvet and gold. 
His jewels wore wmrderful : a great belt of tliem round 
his waist, another across his shoulder, bj^acelets of 
magnificent flat diamonds round his arms, rings of 
immense stones on his fingers, and other splendid 
trifles in various directions. Then his hat ! It was the 
‘ chimney-pot ’ reversed, but it was covered with gems : 
round the edge of the brim (wdiich you recollect is the 
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top of the hat) a row of largo pearls, while more jewels 
covered all the rest of it. His sword-handle was beautiful, 
too, and I had much to look at while his flattering Persian 
speeches were bemg translated to me. He spoke very 
nicely of the usefulness of my Scheme, and said that in 
the harems in Scinde not even a man’s picture is ad- 
mitted, much loss a live doctor, and, therefore, that 
female medical aid is truly necessary there. 

I must toll you that Hyderabad, Scinde, has taken 
the thing up warmly. The municipality have engaged 
Miss Ellaby, M.D., from Bombay. They pay her salary, 
provide rpiarters, and are to build a dispensary. Tlioy 
arc also going to open a training school for dhais. I 
have nowhere seen the Scheme start under more favour- 
able circumstances. 

I forgot to tell you that when His Highness the Mir 
was talking to mo, I saw with dismay that he had lost 
four large pearls off the rim of his hat, and that one 
more was on the point of going. However, I suppressed 
my inclination to teU him this, and I heard afterwards 
that he had had a little accident on his w'ay, his horses 
having begun to fight in the carriage, but that ho had 
saved his pearls. When he was driving off I saw that 
one of the horses had his head muffled up in a red 
cotton handkerchief. So the equipage was not quite 
up to the requii-emonts of so splendid a person as my 
visitor ! 

Wlion this nobleman had gone, I saw about twelve 
gentlemen, some of them members of the aforesaid 
municipality, and we ventilated our mutual ideas, and 
had a very satisfactory conversation. I am very much 
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pleased at this Hyderabad affair ; and tliey have eolleeled 
a good deal of money in other parts of the ju-ovinee, 

I was occupied thus till luncheon, and so, wln ii 1 was 
called upon at 3.30 to go out in a very hot sim to see 
two stones laid, I begged off, and am writing my letters 
instead. 

The Commissioner had a dinner ]iarty, and ai'tei’nards 
we all ^v•cnt to a ball in tlio Frorc Hall. It \\as a very 
good one. The room is a line largo one with a heanliful 
floor, and the supper was in an iininense tent lined 
with red and white and profusely d(;corated witli plants, 
so that, lookmg at them, it was difficult to believe that 
we were in the midst of a sandy desert. A stair- 
case had been put up for the occasion fronr tlu' bail- 
room down to this tout ; it was covej-ed over and diaiped 
with pliulearrios of different kinds, and the wlmle Ihing 
was extremely pretty, i). danced all the iime. as Iho 
best way of oxinossing his sense of the civilily done him. 
and we did not leave the ball till two o'clock, when wi' 
dj'ove straight to our railway carriage and ihertj .'-lepl the 
sleep of the tired. 

We left one of our party hohind. Fretl seams !o have 
got a little touch of the sun, and had some fe\(>i', amil Sv) 
he remained with kind Mr. Pritchard, but will, [ li„pi., 
catch us up in a, few days. IW all liked our visit to 
Karachi, and found our host and all the people tluire 
very hospitable and friendly. 

Tuesday, had a long day in the train, and 

were glad when it was over. I changed carriug.'S bffi'ore 
bedtime, as mine is too long to take up to (jhiella. 
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HaTc I told you wo arc going there ? D. has always 
been distressed at harhig given up that expedition, and 
so at last ho determined to cut one day off Karachi and 
to manage it. Wo ai-c now full of pleasure and excite- 
ment at the idea. AVc hear that it is extremely cold, but 
as we have so far been oxtromoly warm, we guito like the 
idea of being chilled. 

The cholera seems to have disappeared from there, 
which enables us to do this. 

Wednvsdmi, iCth . — have had a most interesting 
day through a most extraordinary country. It is very 
difficult to give you an idea of it, it is so unlike anything 
you have ever seen. The whole is absolutely barren, 
and it looks like a great storehouse of the earth’s material 
rather than a finished portion of our world. There are 
piles of rock, and piles of sand, and piles of gravel, and 
piles of mud, ready as it were to the Creator’s hand, but 
not yet used up. All is the same colour, and none of 
the prettinesses of life have any place here. There are 
no trees, no grass, no flowers, nothing ornamental or 
frivolous ! But parts of it are very grand in a weird 
and uncanny way. The Chappa Eift for instance ! To 
see it we got into an open car and started from a station 
facing a hill in which there appeared to be just a ‘ rift ’ 
and nothmg more. As we opened it out we saw there 
was a great gap in the hill and that a little non bridge 
was thrown across it at a height of 300 feet. To get up 
to this we had to go some way round, the railway 
ascending ‘ one in thirty-five.’ We passed through timncls 
and over skeleton bridges, and across this Chapj)a Eift, 
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and tliroiigli a where Hie piles of rock wer(^ pnr- 

ticiilarty gigantic and o]^pressive-looki ng. Afc tlu' hottom 
of one tremendous clilf we could hef'ire us a liny 
hole, tlie opening of a tiiniiel through wliieli we were 
about to ]iass. We did indeed look miserable little atoms 
in this desolate 3*egion of stujiondous rocks, and wo 
should hare felt small indeed had we not recolieclod our 
gigantic intellects, and gloried in Uie powcu' and the in- 
genuity which have compicred the didicultit^s and opened 
a way through this rimpossihlo’ country! Tb<‘ en- 
gineers liave had hard and dreary woi'k here, and the 
piles of gravel were particularly trouhlesomo to them. 
The hills made of this sort of shingle look as if tiny 
were ready to slip down at any monunt, and so they did 
when they were interfered with. In some places masonry 
tunnels had to be built and then covered ovc^r with tliis 
stuff. In other iHaces the tunnels are through rock with 
windows left open in the sides. 

The expedition having been jdannod in a hurry, T was 
not able to accompany T). to the Kojak Pass, and ycui 
will lose, therefore, my impressions of that militai’y post 
of vantage. I came straight to Quetta, wliile ho wont on 
to the pass. 

Sir Frederick Eoberts, General Biles, Sir Theodore 
Hope, and Sir Oliver St. John arc wiih him. We also 
have many railw^ay authorities to look after us, for 
trains here arc apt to run away, and g3*eat pv('eautio33s 
have to be taken to chock this disposition on their part. 

Lady St. John met 3ne at Quetta, and I am staying 
with her. So far I have been quite warm and comfo 3 *table, 
but it is freezing outside. 

VOL. II. i> 
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Thnyi<(h{ii, — Tbe sxiii shines, and Uio ah* is per- 

fectly delicious hero. (.^iiotta is on a iari'e plateau 
surrounded hy hare lulls. hivt‘rytliiu‘>; is of the same 
dust colour, and oven the little atteiii])ts at ti*ees are of 
no hiTaliter Lint; hut tlic shapes of tlie hills are line, 
and late in tlu' day, wlien there is some sluulow, they 
be<*iu to heautifiil, aiid by sunset they are quite 

lovely. Tliey change their colour in tlie most marvellous 
way, and a.t one time ai'ti a briJliant red, looivin<j[ like 
molten copper. Every tliin^e;' is 3ie\v, and a,t {^)uetta life 
is only just settlinp; down into the ordinaiy grooves. I 
visited the hospital, wliich is an (iXC(‘ediii.i»ly i»ood one, 
and the surgeon is pleased with his tinted walls, aaid 
more especially with a dado wJiic-Ji luj luis contrived 
to have painted round them. He said, ‘ You see, it 
does not look the least like a barrack-rooin.’ The 
oflicers’ huts are ([iicor little mud l)uildings with domes, 
aird the only important-looldng erection is a town luill, 
which is used for business and for durbars. There 
is no eluireh, and this is one of the oTievaiices of the 
place, for there are 2,500 soldiers here. Service is in a 
tent. 

All this I saw in the morning, and in tlie afternoon 
I visited the polo-ground and the ‘ Institute,’ or place of 
amusement. There ladies read the papers in one room, 
gentlemen in another, and they all play badmiiiton, 
dance, and act together. 

D. anived in the evenhig, having successfully ricldeii 
up the Kojak Pass and looked beyond Candaliar, which 
itself is liidden from vie^v by a small hill. Sir Oriel and 
Lady Tanner and her daughter came to dinner. He is 
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the Goneval in command here. Sir Olivc'r and Lady Sfc. 
John, with w])om wo are staying, have made na very 
comlbrtahlo in th(‘ir nice little honao. 

Fridaii, iSlIi . — Wo oamo to Qnetla hy tlio Hnrnai 
route, and V(‘ ivtin-n hy the llolan. Tito, ilolan is a river, 
l)ut there is no water in ii, now, atid the tem])ora,ry railway 
is laid in its ik'd. Tliat isnatm’ally not a very sale stlaeo 
to lie in, and a non line, wliich \,-ill he more above the 
Hoods, is now under consideration. The waters come down 
quite unexpectedly, and no one can tell where or wlu>n 
they will hurst forth. The descent is very steep, and at 
first wo went in small earriages downhill, making the 
most extraordinary twists and turns. After a little wo 
got onto the broad gauge again, and rode foi‘ some time 
in an open ear to S(!(!the most wonderful imrts of the line. 
It is impossible to desc.riho tlio scenery. One can only 
say that it is the very last place nr the world when', you 
would expect to find a raihvay. The great barren hills, 
gigantic dills, and rough river course, all seem at variance 
with any evidences of civilisation, and the whoh^ thing is 
more wondei-ful than beautiful, except at sunset ! Then 
those bare dust-coloured mountaurs seem to offer <wfe 
blanche (of a muddy tint) to every atmospheric oircct, 
and every phase of fading sunlight is i-efiectod on 
their seamy sides, and they arc for that short timo 
glorified. 

This interesting journey took up dmost the whole 
day, and it was dark when wo reached Sibi and our 
dinner. 

p 2 
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Hali/rduff, 19///. — In tlic inoriiing u't* foiiiul ouvs* Ues 
again at Baklau*, and on crossing o\'(‘r Hit'- Indus m'o 
joined our own train, ^Yllicll was too long and lu'ary a 
one to travel on (liose nioiinlain liiU'S. 

Ilore ]"). rc'ceived a visit from one of tlui old Bcindo 
chiefs, Mir Alt JCiirad of Khairpnr. Ifo was a fine-looking 
old man, accompanied by siweral stal\\a.rt sons. lie gave 
real i>rGsents, which go into tlu^ ^roshakhana. "We 
breakfasted bciwetai tliis cind JA's return visit. Tlie 
rest of the day was occupied with dull and uneventful 
railway travelling. 

Etin(h(jif 20th. — This morning wo had again to leave 
our carriages and to cross the Chenab in ])oals ; tlioii 
w^e went on l)y train to the Indus, and crossed that in 
a steanior. Our destination was Dehra Ghazi Khan. 
Here a number of Boloochi eliiefs mot the Vicci-oy, and 
for more than a mile the road was close lined with their 
followers on horschack. They are a wild-looking sot of 
men, with long hair in curls, and lojig l)eards, wdiite 
loose garments and tm'bans. 

The country immediately round hero looks w^ell culti- 
vated after the Scinde desert : there are fields of green 
crops, and plenty of palms a,nd other large trees ; the 
Bougainvilleas brighten up the compounds, and even 
now^ there are some good roses out. "We arc staying with 
Mr. and Mrs. Dames, while Sir F. and Lady llobcrts arc 
in a military house. 

I went to look at a little Femnie Mission Hospital, 
but as all the doctors and teachers wxre absent, my visit 
to it was not very successful. When I was getting into 
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a. finely paiuted caiTiage artenvards, Llie horses stood 
on tlioir liind-k\i>s, and would JioL l)e quK‘U‘dj so [ cauio 
bomu in a liiuLildo do^-cart. 

Monditij, — Tli(i Viceroy luid a dufba.r Lliis morn- 

in <>• for the Jielooclii chiefs, and when it ^\^^s o\er be bad 
a priyatc iiitei \ iew w itli llieiii jind ta Iked i’ersian to tliexn. 
They dress in white; indeed, tiny will not take service 
with us, thoiigli they are th()ron<>hly loyal, ))ecans(.{ tlio,y 
object to wearin,!* iniifonn, and say white is tlu'. only 
colour fit for ^eiitlomen. Their ‘greatcoats,’ however, 
are in bright green and red brocades. Their hair and 
beards are very long, and they liavt* strilving ieaiiires. 

Wo left soon after this, and the road was a.gain lined 
wdtli the tw’o thousand mounted ileloochis following 
their chiefs. They have the tribal system, and carry it 
so far that it is said the chief says all the prayers iiecos- 
sa}*y for tlie whole tribe. They are Ifahoinetans, l)ut 
have no mosques. On our w’ay to tlu‘ steam(‘r, the 
horses I dro\e with yesterday agaiii stood on tlicir Ihnd- 
legs, and this thne they broke the ])ole of the carriage. 
I w’as not in it. 

We had sucli a dusty journey back. The rails are 
simply laid dow^n on the loose sand, and we w’ore so glad 
wiien we had got over this temporary part of the lino 
and w^erc back in our owui nice clean carriage's for the 
night. 


Tuemhtj, 22/?d. — Everyone has gone to Dera Ismail 
Kliaii to-day, but I w^as very tired, and so remained 
quietly in the train. I should have had two hours in a 
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rungli tonga, tho]i a durbar, a luiu-licon, : ud n i(‘t'r2)- 
tioii, and h\'o hums back — so i (luruglit . riulcncc' was 
the l)etter ^uirt, as wo still luno scaiK* ]»ai<l (Li\h bohs’o 
us. D. got back lato in tlio aluTiH-un, mid wt* l/iaolU'd 
on all tliroLigli tlio night. 

JViuhu'HAat/, 2 SrtL — 'Wlicii wo sLo])j)od foi lauakrast, 
wo Avere at a 2»laoo called Khowra, and lioiH' we siiuiii a 
most iiitorosling nioi'nijig going (Aor (lie rali-ininos. 
They aro in sojiio barren-looking hills, which have, how- 
over, sonio shades of led and groy alxntt llioni, and so 
arc not devoid of a certain kind of l)oanly. bh’oni the 
moment w’e. left our caniago evor3(hing was salt. The 
red carpet was kc'^)! down W'itli iumjis ol' salt. The 
staircase u]) to tJjc level of the traimvay looktxl like 
the most beautiful mar))le, but was I'oally made of blocks 
of salt. The gravel on the road was salt, and so was the 
dust. We had about a mile to go in a trolly and passed 
by the little red village in w’liicli the mimu’s live on the 
face of a red hill, and then we i)eiietrated into the liowols 
of the earth and rode on for three thousand foot tlirougli a 
great gallery or tunnel of salt, illiimiiiatod for tlie occtision 
by a continuous line of little lamps. Tillai's tw'enty-hvc 
feet ill width are left to support the hill, and the spaces 
of forty-five feet between each are thechambei’s in w'hich 
the men work. Some of tliem are vciy lofty, and tlie 
minors looked like gnomes working away with their 2)ick- 
axes in these groat caverns of pinkisli crystal. 

After going to the end of the mine on a ti’olly w’e 
w'alked about, and climbed up salt staircases into salt 
grottoes, and stood on the banksof subterranean salt lakes. 
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aiKl fircvrovks ^volv 1(^1 olV, and iir('-])all()oiis up, and 
bine and wd iransrovmf.d tin- into 

somctliing vovy liko a gigaiiik* pantoniiino. [n\c t»[‘ llio 
pi*ettic‘st tlii]igs A\as lo sro a liglil wantK'rijig aluaii In a 
gallery brlntul two iVet tbicd: o1‘ salt. The ^TaJl^pan‘ncy 
and colour ol‘ the salt were S(‘(‘n so well, and [^le light 
looked so myslovi()us. 

AVe made iuiotlier little joiivncy alle»‘ tbi> iVoiu 
Kln^Ara to CliillianwaHa- There w(' visited Llie ])ultle- 
lield, and saw ll!(‘ ineinorial to th(‘ soldiers wlio il tla-rc*, 
and the tall Irish cross raiscnl to Llieir nh‘nior\ l)y 
Lord Jtayo. JSFr. and Mrs. Knox ni(‘t 11s lu rc', and gave 
us tea. He is the CoinuiissioiuT of this district. 


Tlamr/ajl, 24(11, — W(' travelled on till iiv(‘ o'clock 
to-day, passing over the Attoek llvidge and getting 
a good view of the Fort, and reaching P(‘shawar befon' 
sunsoi, in time to admire the tn^es — which look very 
Iresh and floinishing after the scnil)])y hiisiu's \\e have 
seen lately— and all the llags and d(‘corations and gay 
uniforms which liglitcd up the station. ddie escort 
was compos(‘d of a. troop of ‘ Kkinn(‘]-'s Horse.' Their 
unifo]*m is bright yellow, with red belts and turl)a.ns. 
They look very handsome and showy. Afr. and kfrs. 
Lyall arc our hosts, and they liave borrowed Ooloiud 
AAdaterfiekVs house for the occasion. AVc^ are glad to ho 
in a house, for it is exceedingly cold at night, and I), 
and I are both struggling to keep off little coughs, which 
are partly duo to the constant changes of temperature 
we have been passing through and partly, I think, to 
the quantities of sand and dust we have swallowed im 
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roiitr. We ended the day Avitli a ball, and tliei’e lliu 
cold was great. Happily tliere was a corner ANliei-c* T 
found a good lire burning, and I sat by it most oT the 
OToning, while JD. warmed himself in a. more enc'j’getic 
fashion. 

Frida ij, 25///. — This inorning there ^^as a giand 
durbar for all the chiefs and wild men ^\ho inljabit 
these parts. It was held in tlio great dur])ai‘ tc^nt which 
last appeared at Hawal Piudi, and I managed to gcd a 
seat where I could see it all. The dLir])aris were not 
very smart, and so the scene had less of Oiiental splendour 
about it than usual, but a gi‘oat deal of interest never- 
theless. 

The troops outside looked splendid, and the lijies 
of Skinner’s Horse forming a guard of honour most 
pictiires(j_ue. The Viceroy, in solitary state, on his 
silver throne, and all the Englisli officers in miiform 
on one side of the tent, gave colour to the scene. 
On the other side sat the native visitors — a few in re- 
spectable clothes, but most, I must say, looking veritable 
ragamuffins both in face and dress. Troops of wild 
creatures in dark-coloured blankets passed ])y, offorhig 
a nuzzar as they went — these were a deputation from 
some tribe near the Khyber Pass ; then another sot from 
some other tribe walked by in equally uuconvc3itional 
garments ; and so on through 800 persons. They a])- 
peared to be the sort of peoj^le you would like to 
meet on a dark night, and it was curious to see them 
received in this solemn way. To give you some idea 
of their social status, I may add that each man will 
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be given u ru])ee, or perhaps Iano, l)o[bi’e ho leaves, )jiit 
this (loiuition has to be inachi in private, elsi' tla^y 
would light over the money on the spot. Wlie^i all liad 
passed by, ib read liis speoeli in Persian, ami it ^\a^^ lJu‘n 
repeated in i\ishtu. 

We drove througli the city in tlu‘ a{‘ternooii. It is 
not very laj*ge, and all th(‘ housc‘S are oi‘ mud witli llat 
3 *oot‘s, surrounded l)y a paling, behind which tlu^ woimni 
live. A man must not Imild his house liigher than iiis 
neighbours’, so as to overlook tliis female eoiu*t ; if lie 
docis, he has t(j pull it down again. On this occasion 
every house vas hung with gciy-colourod cloths, and all 
were craiuuied with people from the top to ilie l)Ottom. 
Wo recognised as we ])assetl many of the ‘ ragamuffins ' 
of the durbar. 

We stopped in one place to receive an address, and 
went to the top of a house to see the view. Unfortu- 
nately the weather is misty, and the hills which surround 
Peshawar were scarcely visible. We drove back tlirough 
the cantonments, past the grand stand of the racecourse*, 
and through sonuj very hue gardens. In the cveming 
we wont to see an amateur burbsepic. Tt was most 
wonderfully well done, and the scenery was beautifully 
managed. 

Salimlatj, 26th , — We have had a great day driving 
through the Khy])er Pass. Wo started at eight in the 
morning, wrapped up in every sort of fur cloak and with 
hot bottles at our feet. The carriages w'ere drawn by 
artillery horses, and we were follow’cd by aii escort. The 
first ten miles out of the city were througli a fiat bai'c 



218 OUll YICEnEGAL LIFE JN JNDJA (w. \iir 


plain to the Fort of Jiiinroocl, at the entrance to the 
iG^yhor. llt'i-e we sto]>pccl to hroahfast. As we left the 
Fo]*t D. inspected the l\hyl)cr Hines, a line and soldierly 
looking body of men, commanded by Oolouei Y\ arbnrion, 
whose mother was an Afglian lady. They wca-e (b'(‘ssi‘d in 
khaki and had leather sandals on their feet, and (uich 
was armed with a rillc‘ and bayonet. Ih'ha-ring to tliose 
weapons, 1 was told, ^ Ail “conveyed/' yon know : tliey 
are their own private property, and all “ caaivcyed.” ’ 

A few moments after this w’e tui*ned romid the corner 
of a hill and found ourselves hi tlie Khyher Vass. It is 
ten 3iiiles long, and so 300 must not imagine it to l)t‘ a 
defile through perpendicular clitls: it is nua-ely a, road 
through a wild mouiitainoiis region, and is a jirelty stee]) 
ascent. The \\'li()le pass was guarded, a.nd it was so 
curious on each hill-top to watch a ftwv diist-t-oloured 
men present arms as the Viceroy passed hy, tlioiigli wo 
could only see that they did so by the inomenla.i'3' llasli 
of their bayonets in the sun. They loolu^d so siditary 
and so far off, with just a little shelter of stoiu-s built 
up behind them. Wo did not l(‘ol as if \re had lieen 
nearly twenty miles when we got to Ali Musjid. Ilei-o 
the pass apj[)arently ends, and one does not at first see 
any further road through the mountains. Thc-rc is, 
however, a very good one ; and as the gentUancm of the 
party were going oil another ten miles io Liuidi Kotal, 
they mounted their horses ami rode on thei-e, Sfrs. 
Lyall and I remaining behind. Wo were not idl(‘, Iiow- 
ever. We got into a tonga and drove four miles to see 
what the Lundi Kotal road was like, and then we re- 
turned, and I got out my camera and took some views of 



ISS7 //.* ‘ 

^WSS 


Ihe V i 

a high hdl. wlnle cu * 

di I’l.’ Mir- 

roumhui, hid-i'* : ar 

-mall ’-’e-.inii toAu rs h 

>. «KgVii-i\(' 

})urpost 'Ml*' 

i'\ is dial of a aAIiI 

a Oil luirren 

i't:^ion, 'iue re 11;’ ' 1 

i'iiN se."i.i ''I’lrg i!'e 

t Iher, the 

forts gi\iea Ot soil oi 

xVvO'hhe inlei’est lo !h» 

‘ plaee and 

making one r^‘a!:^e d 

!u‘ lawle^.- eharacl *1* of lb(! inba- 

)>ilanis. iiie iiidir'n 

: ( .1 n-t'«*in,uaid howi'Ax 

r. “avs ilu' 

triia's a se.ai’l uh u^y 

'lO k^'ep ilu [lass (.['(■: 

e, a id (liev 

are eonst'on.enly oar 

\(»-y g(w>d friends. 

Tlu' I'hiefs 

all met Ibo Vie. \'t^\ as 

1 0 pasi*t‘d u]> aiui wei’i* 

Very poliha 

l)ut wai’feO'e aiitt hbmd 

f’lids are. always going. 

on helvo'eii 

the irihes, emdi rum 

ari‘ often sliut up in 

llhdr own 


i\)rLil!(‘(l viJln^rs i\)v a nionlli at a. tiim\ afraid io vciiiiive 
out. Tla-y htanoliuu-s luakt* jk'juh* duriia^ tl)e sowiiu^ 
soiiPon, a lit! as -«’oou as llu* liarvt‘st is owr lliey recoiii- 
ineiK'o tlu'ir 

At tlu‘ fool of tlio liill is a small inosijuo, from Avliicli 
tlie Fort lakes iis uanu*; that I plioio^oraidied loo, and 
also my own oseoi't, wliich was laken from ^ The (iuid<s.’ 
Tlicn :*ih’s. l^yall tnul 1 toilial nj> tin* liill on Foot, ] 
carryinjj; an nndria'ihi lilo* a small lent and fo''lin.L> vt ry 
hot in flio v.avm ,L;oA\n wliioh luol ]joon noa(*ssary in ilio 
inornin;-*. .FA'on ihon*^li ! had pocdod off a far cdoak 
and an idsior, I '•'liU Inui far too miirli on for the mid- 
day sum When A\c :4ot n]>, there was not nmeli lo se(‘5 
])iit I insperted tlio muual aiul did the Viraa'oy's duly for 
liim. Before starling on lliis w'lilk I received a tf'le- 
jjjram from 1). from Luntli Kotal, telling* nn^ not to eat 
all the Innelu'om This was tlK‘ first ttdegTam ever 
sent from thens tlu‘ w'ire having 1 »een put up for ibis 
■occasion, and they had great difliculty in persuading a 
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tclc'grapli clerk to venLiu*e into Hudi a dt'ungorcnis rc'gioin 
Ho ran away and hid In'mKolf I’oi* tliroe days in the 
bazaar, and was only just caught in liino to bo dis- 
patched there. AYlicu ^\e wore in the r'ort, ii horsoinan 
came after us to say that the Yic(To,> had I’l'tnrnod a3id 
had begun lunch, so we innuediately heliograpliod him 
a duplicate of his own message. 

We found all the horsemen very pleased witli tlieiii- 
solves, and with Ihe pace at A\luch tlu'y had ridden, but 
they AYore much covered with dust and looktal rather a 
dirty party. We got into our carriages as sooii after 
lunch as possible, and Averc liomc^ by half-past fiA’c. 

8 iUi(hij, 27 th . — Tile church and the service here 
Avore A^ery nice. There Avas a band instead of an organ, 
and very good singing by a soldier choir. 

I Jiacl a long talk Avitli a missionary lady doctor, and 
in the afternoon visited licr dispensary and Ijospital. 
TheJi w^e Avent to sec the mission church, Avhich is an 
exceedingly pretty one. The outside is built like a 
mosque, and looks like one except for tlio cross Avhich 
replaces the crescent on the dome. Inside tbein is a 
beautiful sc3*ccn of perforated carved Avood all round the 
back of the aliar, and the texts in Poi’sian character on 
the AA^alls liaA^c a good decorative effect. Part of tlie 
scats arc curtained off for AA^omen, as Mahometan men 
sometimes come to the church to look at them, and one 
corner of the church has a regular purdah for IMalio- 
metan Avomen, Avho occasionally come to sec Avliat Is going 
on. The font is arranged for total imniei’sion as Avell 
as for our usual form of baptism. 
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"We d\\)\c liii*ou‘i.li tlip trAvn io pLu-is, pjul 

Uui^ sa^\ it ill Hs pvcvyJ.i\ Tlic wovk‘1i in Ilu-ir 

Inirkns, a ,^aruu‘]it i;ot‘s o\t'i* (lin licjul :mi(.1 

covers ilieiti coinp]'‘ti‘ly, look most mysterivJiis and ,n,liost- 
like. A bii of ojxmv.'ork ovct tlu* oy(‘S (anibh's tlirui to 
SCO llicir way. AVitli ibis on, [h(‘y<ii*o quite frto to <>o 
ab(uit, is mucli beiior for ilioin timn i)t'inp; simt 

np in a liouso all day, and it is certainly a V(‘ry tdlicdent 
dist^ulscn Wo sto])ped at a little sboj) in t]u‘ bazaar to 
see a inaai do a kind of waxwoi-k of wliicdi I have sent 
yon a specimen. He had on his thumb a great patcdi of 
sticky white stuff, made of linseed oil and white lead ; 
into this lie twisted a steel instrmiiGnt until it was well 
covcired with it, and then he drew it quickly over the 
pattern on a pi('ce of cloth in a thin white line ; this he 
patted down with his wet finger — and as he returned it 
each time to his mouth I wondered whether the pi-occed- 
ing were not cxti’emely likely to poison him. After this 
lie siadnkled a little powdered mica over it ; and with these 
simple meaiis he was very rapidly producing a most 
showy little tahlo-cover. 

A caravan came in yesterday, which ^vo had seen when 
passing Jumrood— all the camels wore thou collected in a 
yard; sometimes 1,700 come in at a tune. To-day wo 
saw a groat many of them about the town. You may 
imagine how' amusing it is to see th(‘ life of the peojile 
in the streets — all the little shops with thcii* wares and 
the curious ligurcs in them; the bullocks and asses and 
camels all laden in peculiar fasliions ; the wild men 
specially known by llieii' grass sandals, &c., &e. 
Peshawar is mucli more of a Central Asian than an 
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Indian city, and prcsunt« much tliai is new to us. In 
one square court there are a numbG3* of wooden stalls, 
like the little shops on tlio boulevards, but vitli very 
different-looking people in them, and tea-sliops witli the 
samovar ready to ghe you a cup of ti‘a lor a pice. 

2Ion(l<nf 2 Sth . — We were to have gone through the 
Kohat Pass to-day, but D. got a chill on Sunday, and 
liad fever this morning, so wo had to give it up. Our 
luggage was gone, and his bedding was ab'eady on tlie 
cart when the tliennometer told tliis tale. As ([uickly 
as possible we got everything back ; ho retired into 
his blankets, and as the Lyalls, who have entertained 
us so liospitably here, were going away, W(' took pos- 
session of the house. Our servants, cook, &c., came 
up from the train, and in an hour’s time you would not 
have kno\\ii that the Commissioner’s bungalow at Pesh- 
awar was not our ow’n home. I don’t know wdiethcr 
I ever told you this peculiarity of Indian life. Everyone 
goes about with his own bedding, and a stand, on which 
to put it, is tlic only thing Iiis host is expected to provide. 
In this way it is easier for people to receive guests in 
India than it is elsewhere. Large supplies of linen are 
not w^anted, and the usual estahlishmont need 2 iot bo 
increased, for everyone travels with his heai’er (every 
lady with her ayah) and khidmatgar, or table servant, 
so that all personal attendance and wailing is done by 
the visitor’s own people. And as those native servants 
feed themselves, tlieiv presence does not cause much 
extra expense to tlic household. 

In the aftei*noon I drove to see a mission school for 
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widows. Tlie iaclios l)eloni;ing to tlio C.^r.S. liorc arc 
partic^ularly nice, and arc very much likod hy ovciyonu. 
Misri Sntelieso]! told luc an aiiiiising tiling al)OLit her 
hospital. It is voiy diltieiilt to got wtiinuii to cenne into 
it, and they particularly fear tlic cdoan shoots. They 
tliink that it tliey go into thorn, they will cortaiiily ))o- 
C(nno Christians. They arc not noaidy so much alraid 
that the j‘oligious tcacdiing she gives them will have that 
efieet. 


Tucs'litjj, 2 Qth. — J). had quite lost his fever to-day, 
but he reiuaiiied in his room, and 1 took a long drive 
round Peshawar and went for a few minutes to a regi- 
mental garden party. 

Wcflucsdaj/, 30 f//. — We left to-day by train for Itawal 
Pindi, and reached that jdace at five. Thei'e was a most 
brilliant gathering of officers at the station, which was 
decorated with flags ; and after aii address had been read 
and answered wo drove to the Coinmissioiier’s house, it is 
the one in which the Amir was lodged, and our hosts 
are Colonel and Mrs. Pa-rry Nisbet. The doctor and I 
together prevailed upon 1). not to go to the ball, and per- 
suaded him that a dinner party ])efore it was quite 
enough for him to do. I was very glad wlieii I got there 
that he bad been wise enough to stay at Iiome, for it was 
very cold. Great pains had been taken with the decor- 
ations, and there w^ere the most private and the most 
chilly little seats arranged everywhere, which were ex- 
cessively pretty and extremely clangorous. I remained 
till supper was over, and then went home. 
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Thuy^(h(jf, J^nrihhrr jat , — There \va.s a sliain fiolit 
and a nnircdi past tin's inonun<>:, to Avliic'li J). ^Yc‘nL ; ])iit 
as to-moiTow is to l)o a purely military day. i tlmught 
I could employ niy time hottcT than in going to see 
tlicse inaiiaaivres, so I stayed at home, wrote some letters, 
and went out to visit three schools, an asylum for 
lepers, and a class for dhais. The first school was kept 
by missionaries, wdio have a larg(' number of native girls 
under instruction. The}" were collected in a small inner 
court, wliich wms hung with the pi'etty phulcarries they 
make here, and which, with their owui bright dresses and 
ornameiits, looked very Oriental and gay. The pupils 
sang the multiplication-table and some hymns, and then 
I gave six of the girls the Government scholarsliips which 
tliey had w^on. Each candidate got quite a pile of rupees, 
and looked vei\v pleased. The next school was 'one estab- 
lished by Baba Khem Smgh, C.I.E., a native gentleman 
who has started no less than seventeen girls’ schools in the 
district. The pupils in them are not quite so well taught 
as in the mission schools, owing to the difficulty of get- 
ting female teachers for them, but they learn enough to 
make them useful and intelligent women. 

I was much interested in the dhais’ (mid wives’) class, 
as I have not before had an opportunity of seeing any of 
these w^onien, and this little effort to teach tliom some- 
thing is just what I wish so much to see attempted 
everywhere. Many people would despise the nnlearned 
instruction they receive, but I feel sure it is most useful. 
Their teacher is a native woman, who gives them a 
very little theoretical knowledge, and who goes about 
wdth them to cases in the town. She tells them what 
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to do in cortaiii cases, and what never to do in any. 
When I asked them a few questions relatiu.^ to oonnnoii 
methods among such women here, they aub^\ered ^\Lth 
quite a chorus of disapproval, sliov.ing thet at h^ast they 
had unloanied some of their most ignorant prr.etieis. 
There were eleven i)iipils. 

The leper asylum is hi the middle of a grove of Ir^es, 
a nice situation. All the women were sittio- eai one 
door-stop, and all tlie men on another ; tluw very 

impassive, and showed no sign 01 interest in tlieir \ isitors. 
Such an assembly is a sad sight. Tho woi'st nf all, how- 
ever, is to see young babies in tlie arms of these ])oor 
diseased mothers. There are seven married couples in 
this place, and it is terrible to think of tlie iilmost certain 
fate of these wretched children, I do visit sonieihiiig 
could bo done to (‘nforec tlio separation of nu n and v omen, 

D. came homo covered willi dust. Tlio luiliiary 
business lasted more than three hours, Ijiit 1 tK)ift think 
I know much al)Oiit it, ainl so will spare you a^iy aceoiini 
of the sham light. 

In the evening there was a dinner and a largo ]nn-ty, 
ending up witli a gi'and supper. 


Fridaij, 2mh — Wo spent the whole day at the cavalry 
camp at Lawrencepore. Directly after la’eaklcsl we 
left Kawal Pindi by train and retraced our bttqis sonu^ 
way towards Peshawar. Tlum wo got into a eandage 
and drove to the camp. General Luck is in command 
of it, and there are eight native ami one English 
cavalry regiments under canvas thei-e. A groat mound 
has been built up in the ])lain for tlie spectators to 

VOL. 11. n 



22G OUE YICEEEGAL LIFE IN INDIA cn. xiii 


stand on, and we had an excellent view of the pro- 
ceedings. 

The troops were in one line when we arrived, and the 
"Viceroy, Comniander-in-Chicf, and the Staff rode along 
it first ; it extended a mile and a quarter. Then they 
took up their places close to us, and there was a march, 
a trot, and a gallop past. After this came a battle, 
where single men carrying red flags represented whole 
squadrons of the enemy, and were shot at by the two 
batteries of artillery and ridden down by the opposing 
force without showing much sign of discomfiture. 
Whenever we searched the horizon and saw nothing, we 
were told the army was ‘ reconnoitring,' and in a sham 
fight I find that they arc often engaged in this duty. I 
came to the conclusion that a review of mixed troops is 
more interesting. The infantry don't often disappear so 
entirely as the cavalry do, and I like to see them inarch. 
All the men were in khaki, which is the same colour as 
the sandy plain. The function ended by the re-formation 
of the long line, which advanced to the saluting-post. 
It was now three o’clock, and we were very glad to be 
ordered off to the luncheon-tent, where General Luck 
had provided a great banquet. 

After this came tent-pegging and various sports, but 
we had to leave in the middle of them and drive back to 
the train. We dined and slept in it, but did not move 
on till the morning. 

Saturday, 37 ‘d . — We got to Lahore at five o’clock to- 
day, and, although most of the gay world wore attending 
races, there was a goodly show of officers in uniform, 
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and of natives, at tlio station to meet tlie Vicei'oy. 'Wo 
had a quiet dinner, and there was a levee afU'iuvards. 

Sunday, 4ili . — Wo attended service in the Cathedral. 
It is quite new and very untinishod, hut it is a. iino 
building, and is entirely due to the energy and silf- 
sacridee of the present aged bishop (French). lie is 
leaving now, and is to bo succeeded by Archdeacon 
Matthew. It is hoiked that, as a meinoritil to liim, 
sufficient money may be collected to ]mt dovn a marble 
floor or to finish the roof. 

Wo drove to the Shalimar Gardens in the afternoon 
and back through Mecan Moor, Avhich is a dt-eary-Iooking 
station. This year it has been very unhealthy, and the 
troops there have sullercd both from fever and cholera. 

I have quite made tip my mind that when 1 laive 
to live in an Indian bungalow 1 will have no garden. 
You can’t think how damp and juisty they are. The 
beds arc sunk instead of being raised and there are 
ditches cut round each one, and the walks are kept wot 
and muddy, and everything looks soaked and ugly. I 
can t imagine having any pleasure in such bogs as they 
become. No ; the proper and the healthy tiling to do is 
to have a gardener, but no garden — his duty being to 
provide you with flowers at your neighbours’ exjH'iiso, so 
that you always have as many as you possibly can want, 
and are spared the disagreeables incident to grownig 
them for yourself. I did not invent this system. 

Monday, $lli . — I w-ent over the Lady Aitchison and 
Mayo Hospitals, and saw all the female students at the 
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college. I also assisted at the operation of vaccinating 
a baby from a calf. It will liavo two bad arms, poor 
little tiling ! 

Mrs. Lyall had a garden party in the aftci'noon, then 
came a dinner, and lastly an evening party in tlie Law- 
rence Hall. This we enjoj^ed very much. The room is 
a splendid one, and there were quantities of nalive 
gentlemen as well as Europeans, which always makes it 
more interesting, I think. H. had quite a levee at one 
end, and I was asked to go to the othcj’ to create a diver- 
sion, and there a number of native oflicers were presented 
to me. I also saw a holy man, whom I remember telling 
you about at the time of the Eawal Pindi durbar. Then 
he used to carry about Sir Norman McLeod’s photograph, 
but this time ho also produced that of D. from his pouch. 
He really is a very good old man, who gives up all 
his worldly possessions to the poor ; and evidently he is 
greatly re^'ered by the Sikhs, for I saw a long line of 
native officers stoop to touch his feet, and put their hands 
together in a praying attitude to him, and bow their 
heads for him to lay his hands on them. He looked 
such a little figure swathed in white cotton, and they 
such smart soldierly men — it was pretty to see them 
show this reverence to goodness. 

Tuesday, 6tJi, — This day appeared on the official pro- 
gramme as a ' day of rest,’ but we filled it up pretty full, 
as you will see. 

I went out at 8 a.m. to ride on an elephant through 
the city, and I was quite as much struck with it as the 
first time saw it, though I have been to so many 
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Indian cities since then. Eiding in at one gale, tve saw 
before us a groat archway and a lino nu)S(|uc cuvered 
with coloured tiles ; and proceeding through tlu' narrow 
streets, where carved shutters, and curious ptuntod bow 
windows, and little shops Idled with native v ares alnaiud, 
we came upon a mosque vith golden domes, and rode on 
through more picturesque streets to another gale, close 
to which there is the fort and a largo inosquiq and hack 
through a perpetual pork and garden to tlie (lovernmont 
House. 

Having begun Avith elephants, we Avent on to camels. 
One was brought round after breakfast A\itli a side 
saddle beautifully litted on to his hump ; and after seeing 
Mrs. Lyall perambulate the garden on him, and after 
photographing licr, I mounted myself. As the camel 
sat down it was very easy to ‘ A-ault ’ into the sadtllo, hut 
when, being told to rise, he gave a sudden jerk n])Avards, 
throwing mo nearly oA’or his tad, and then another 
equally violent in the opposite dirc'clion, I found it 
necessary to hold on Am’y tightly mdeed. Once up, hoAv- 
ever, everything Avas easy. I held the reins, Avliich Avero 
passed through his nose, and which lay on his llFario 
Stuart cap, and guided him Avithout difficulty round tlio 
place. He had, however, a careless and indiil'erent Avay of 
gazing about him and of cheAving the cud, Avliile he took 
an occasional look round at me, his rider, which made me 
feel that ho utterly despised ino, and oidy condescended 
to obey me out of good nature. "When lie came to sit 
down, his spasmodic jerks Avero even AA’orsc than when 
he was getting up. Ho fell on his laieos Avith a thud, 
then he fell on his hind-knees (a joint peculiar to camels) 
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with another, then he shut up an unexpectod. liinge in 
his fore-legs, and each time I fell forwards or backwards 
as the case might bo, and wondered when he would ever 
get to the ground. 

Directly after this we went out sight-seeing. First 
we visited the new Law Courts. They arc very hand- 
some, built of 3*ed stone, a good deal of red marble being 
mixed witli it. The archways of the verandah are per- 
forated stone carving. Sir Mcrcdyth Plowden and some 
of the other judges showed us the building. Then we 
went to the School of Art and looked at drawings and 
wood carvings, and so on to the Port. I was glad to 
see it all again, but I will not repeat my descriptions 
of it. We also revisited Eunject Singh’s tomb and the 
mosque. They are all very lovely and curious. Here 
we separated. D. drove through the city, and Mrs. 
Lyall and I went to a Native Christian Normal Girls’ 
School, which in future is to be called by my name. 
We fomid a very nice set of girls there, who are prepared 
for the University Entrance Examination, and who will 
be very useful as teachers, and some I hope as medical 
women. The Alexandra School, which I visit at Amritsar 
to-morrow, is an offshoot from this one, but I fancy it 
has outstripped the parent institution : at any rate it is 
better known. 

We got home just in time for luncheon, and had 
almost immediately after to drive to the races. There 
were not a great many people there, and the entertain- 
ment was a sort of garden party, with races as an excuse 
for meeting. 
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Wedncschij, 7th . — After a tlinnor party at Lahore 
last night 'vye drove to the station and moved on in the 
train to Mecan j\Iec'i*, vliero 'Nve slept. Lai'ly io the 
morning ^YO started for Amiitsar, where I in inyenrj-iago 
was dropped by the wayside. T). tr*i veiled (ni vUhont 
me, and stayed at Meerut for the iiighl. h!o It is \\it.h 
my solitary adventures that you liave to do (o-day. 
Mrs. Lyall and lier iiieco, (’aptain Jolin^ton, aiul ifajor 
Cooper were the juirty who nu‘t on the plat foniMsluiU 
Y\Q began to think of lueakfast, and there (A>l(eiU'l Lang 
appeared to take clavrgo of us for the day. lie drove us 
to his house, wluro we feasted, and inimediat<‘ly after 
wc set off to see the various institutions which I had 
come on purpose to visit. 

Miss Hewlett is a missionary lady who has been most 
successful with medical \York here, and I ha,vo long been 
anxious to see her and her ostablislnueut. It consists of 
a general hospital ^Yith an out-patient and an in-paiiont 
deiDartment, and of a school of midwifery supported by 
the municipality of Amritsar. In comu’Ction wiili tin* 
general hospital there arc four dispensaries, and 
hospitals are used for training pm-poses. ISalive ClirLlian 
girls are trained for w’ork among VYOmeii, going through a 
medical course, and also reeemng instruction in nursing 
and pharmacy. l^Yenty-t^Yo dliais arc also being tnun(i<l, 
and some of these have passed their examinations and 
are ready and fully qualilicd for employment. 

To give you some idea of the work such a mission 
as this can get through, I may add that 4,000 visits 
to patients in their owm homes were made last j’car, 
and that the out-patients numbered 31,000. 
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Miss Hewlett licrsolf is a very remarkable person, and 
is greatly respccLed by the natives. It is she who has 
worked up this institution, and the members of the 
municipality are always ready to help Iior. She and her 
colleagues live in an old zenana in the town, and the 
general hospital, ‘ St. Catherine’s,’ opens out of their 
quarters on the other side of an enclosed court. We 
went over it, and also saw a little class of blind w^omen 
being taught to read and to make baskets. I also had 
a talk with Miss Hewlett, wiiich was very interesting 
to me. Then w’o want on to tlie maternity hospital 
and saw the classes of dhais. 

Our next visit was to a native girls’ school, and 
after that we w^ciit to see the Golden Temple, wdiere we 
]iad great difficulties with our shoes, wdiich w^e had to 
take off. Mrs. Lyall said there were sixteen buttons to 
lier boots, and Miss Lyall had as many more, and there 
was no button-hook ; and what was to be done wdien we 
came back ? However, we resolved to risk it, and the 
boots were unbuttoned and velvet slippers were put on, 
and we trudged down the steps and along the marble 
X)avements in these soft and flabby soled thmgs, and this 
time I saw the place unprepared for grand visitors and 
in its everyday dress. There were fewer people about, 
and the jew^els w^ere locked up, and there w’-as no singing 
going on, and no one was baptized as a Sikh ; but still 
it was curious and interesting, and the fine old soldier 
guardian of the place got up from his bed w^hen he heard 
I was there, and put on his Orders and came out to meet 
me. I was very glad io have seen the Golden Temple 
again. 



Colonel Lang, singing a litllo song at inita-vals, next 
took ns to see a car]>ot mannraetorv just bc'iiig startled 
here. Lovely and not very expeiisivo eai-pets vero l>(‘ing 
made, and orders have already ]>oeu received ]joth IVoin 
London and New York. 

After tliis came another seliool— the Ak-xjuulra; it 
also is a scliool for native Christian girls, vlileh has a 
high reputation and is doiii,i; goixl vrta-k. These \isils 
took longer to do than to dv‘seribe, and it was nearly 
luncli-time when we returned to Oidontd Lang's house, 
and then W'c had to get to the station and to sf-art off 
in different directions. Ifrs. Lyall went back to Lahore, 
and I pursued the Viceroy to MeeriiL, wliere 1 caught 
him up in the early morning. 

Tliursclajj) 8//n — Wc had soon to part again, for when 
w^e got to Agra I stopped tliere, and he went on to 
Bhurtporc for a few’ days’ shooting. 

I am slaying with My. and Myh. Kaye, lie is the 
Commissioner here. To-morrow^ has to l^e sptait in 
business, so I W’eut to sec the Fort again to-day. It is 
a wonderful place, but hapjuly for me 1 have already 
described it to you, and need not do so again. 

Friday, gth . — My engagements for to-day were as 
follows : 10.30, Miss Esther Smith (doctor) ; i i.30, Miss 
Fairweather (doctor); 12,30, Miss Ycrbiiry (doctor); 
I P.M., Dr. "Wilcocks ; 1.30, Dr. Pace; 2, lunch; 2,30, 
Dr. Walker ; 3, visit to the hospital, female medical 
school, and lady doctor’s house ; 6.30, leave Agra by 
train. 
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You may sec from tins tliat I silent a purely 
‘ professional ’ clay, and that I have not much to 
tell that would be interesting to you. The Agra school 
is changing hands now, a now Principal having been 
appointed, and I was anxious to hear all that he, 
and the ladies themselves, and the coming-in and going- 
out Inspector- General of Hospitals had to say on the 
subject of the arrangements that should be made for 
the future management of the school. I was also much 
interested in seeing the new buildings, wdiich, alas ! have 
exceeded their estimates by a good manj" thousand rupees. 
They liave made great progress since I was here before, 
and the lecturc-hall and schooh’oom are very good ; but 
I was a little disappointed with the hospital, Avhich seems 
to me rather small. The fact is, we \vant money sadly, 
and could easilj^ spend another lakh upon the place if 
only had it. 

I \Yas very tired at the end of this day, and was 
glad, after a cup of tea with Mrs. Kaye, to retire to my 
railway carriage, where I spent the night. 

Saturday, loi/z.— Allahabad. Sir Auckland Colvin 
met me at the station early this morning, and we drove 
straight to the Government House here. His secretary 
is a nephew of his, with a very pretty wife, and there 
are tw^o girls, unmarried nieces, also staying with him. 
I have charming rooms in a wing of the house, and look 
out upon a nice garden and lawn, and the most lovely 
roses jmu can imagine. 

I w^ent a long drive with Sir Auckland, and talked 
^ Pund.’ 



Snndciif, iifh - — T got up early, and m^nt do^ul to [lie 
' station to moot Ntdly, ayIio arrived locdving c'xtrenioiy 
well, and not at all llic worse lor her very tiresome 
journey and two nights in the train. It was voi-y niet' 
to have her back, and to hear ail al)Out over\hody and 
everything she had scon during licr yetir in Miigland. 
We went to church at the new Catlu'dral, \\nic]) i- 
unfinished, 30,000/. l)vang‘ wanted lo complele it, ami in 
the afternoon wo dvovt^ to the Fort, luid looked at tlu* 
junction of the Jumna and the (Jaiigos, ti view wliieli 
must be a very Hue one' in the rains. 

Timthqi, 13///. — 3 ). arrived in the afternoon, lie 
had had very fair sport at Bhurtporo, and liad enjoyed 
two of the days very much. The Duke of Montrose came 
down to shoot with tliem, and had an amusing day after 
deer and pig. 

Wednesday^ 14///. — Nelly and I left early in the 
morning, and found the children at the station full of 
excitement at meeting us. Each one held a dug hy 
a chain, and we got much mixed as wo oml>racod, and 
became quite a tangle of people and dogs. Fred and 
Archie had come down half an hour sooncj- to give the 
Simla party their breakfast. 

The whole family came into my carriage and we si)C3it 
a very merry day together. We had all sorts of games 
when it got dark, and then went to bed early to rest for 
to-morrow. 


Thursday^ — Here we are once more at Calcutta, 
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beginning our fourth season in India ! D. goes to 
Benares to-day to open a gi’eat bridge. The Montroscs 
join him there, and they all start to-morrow for Cal- 
cutta. 

We were so busy all day unpacking and settling 
our rooms, and were quite tired out with so much 
trayellmg and so much work. 

The house looks very nice. The state di-awing-room 
has been redecorated. The verandah on which we live 
has the most lovely convolvulus out, and my aviary 
is almost covered with creepers. The weather is quite 
perfect. 
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CHAPTER XIV 

CALCt’TTA 

Deck-mp.kh 17, itiSjj 'JO -M.uioii 2S, iSSS 

Sdlimhn/, Deannht'}' i^th . — I saw Lady Wilson and 
two otlior ladies, who came to talk about the fete we are 
getting up for tlio ^ Little Sisters of the Pooi’/ and later 
in the day came Sir Sleiiart and Lady Bayley, who are 
now established at Bolvc^dore in the seat of tlio Bivers 
Thompsons. The day and the season, however, renlly 
began at five o’clock, wdion, as a spectator, I assisted tit 
tlio Viceroy’s reception at Govcrunieni TIoi!S(‘. Tie had 
come by a now route, crossing tlio Jubilee ilridge, and 
getting out for tlie first time at the Beakhih station. This, 
and I hope other circumstances, caused him to receive 
a particularly warm w’elcomc from the pooj)]e in the 
streets. The guard of honour in red was drawn up in 
front of the house, and the slops wxtc covered with higl) 
officials and native gcutleinen. Tlie cannon at the Fort 
let us know when to expect him, and soon the body- 
guard preceding him rode past the door, and then an 
escort of Mounted Volunteers, and lastly the carriage 
and four arrived with the Viceroy in it, and the Duchess 
of Montrose by liis side. The children, being in tennis 
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dresses, looked on from a balcony upstairs, but I was at 
the door to meet them. 

I beard rather an amusmg little story yesterday. 
One body-guard officer who went to England for the 
Jubilee was asked what struck him most there. 
Ho replied, ‘Oh, the iwliteness of the people. You 
could not tread upon a person’s too there but they 
immediately said Thank you.’ Li Hindustani there is 
no word for ‘ Thank you,’ and I never realised until I 
wished to say it in that language how very often it is 
upon one’s lips; so the man’s observation has some 
truth in it, and is very complimentary to John Bull. 

Friday, 23rd. — The drawing-room took place to-day, 
and happily everybody’s gowns arrived from England 
in time, and so all anxieties on that score were spared. 
A few native ‘ Brahmo Somaj ’ ladies came for the first 
time, and looked very well in their own pretty dress. 
They made their national salaam instead of an English 
cm'tscy, and one of them laid down her bouquet as she 
did so. Sir Donald Wallace picked it up, and gave 
it to me. When we went upstairs — where the gentle- 
men had waited for their ladies, and where I hear 
intense anxiety was expressed by fond husbands and 
fathers as to how their wives and daughters had gone 
through the ordeal— we found a large party assem- 
bled, and our state drawing-room looked very bright 
and handsome m its new silk. The very best gowns 
and the uniforms made the peo]Dle as smart as the 
room, and this first party of the season is always 
enjoyed. 
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Saturdmi, 24//(.— I was tired next day, and did not 
feel up to the races, so, although it was Cup day, I 
slipped down to Barrackporo hy sea, and kdt 3n_\’ faniiiy 
to represent me on the course. hen 1 leund L(a’d 
William had won the Cup I was rather sorry not to 
have been present. It was unexpected and ertaiLed 
great excitement; and if one ought ever to ^\i^]l any 
one to ho successful on the turf, one was Jiistilied in 
wishing him a turn of luck in that direeiion, for lie 
has had several misfortunes lately, and lus l)e.sL lioi-so 
died of fever a week ago. The famil}' came di)wn ]).y 
train just in time for dinner. 

Sunday, 2^lh . — Though Christmas Hay, tliis was 
spent just like other Sundays, for to-morrow is in h(> the 
children’s day. Wo went to church, and afterwaials sat 
under the trees showing off our climate and our ]ilace to 
the Montroses, and wc walked to see the elipluuds. of 
which there arc a gi-oat niunher this y('ar, and Ciime hack 
to dinner and to a little lire, which is ^•ery f'njo\ahle in 
the evening. 

Monday, 26th, to Sunday, January irt, 1888. — [laving 
the children mth us this year, ve felt it ni'cesiiaiy to 
keep Christmas in a ‘ merry ’ way, and 1 have now to 
tell you how far wc succeeded in doing so. 1 think tliat 
the previous shopping w^as a gi'oat pleasure to the uforc'- 
said children, and that they spent many a delightful 
half-hour m purchasing presents and in dividing theii- 
money so as to provide something for each of the 
people they wished to rememhov. hlext came the ({ucs- 
tion, ‘ How, and whore, and when arc these gifl.s to 
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presented ? ’ Tliey finally invented a most original 
method for dispensing the Clnistmas-hoxes. All did 
ui) and addi'csscd their parcels, and then proceeded 
to hide them under tables and chairs and sofas in 
tlie trvo drarving-rooms ; and after luncheon the children 
were let m to hunt for them. The plan succeeded 
admirably, and all were remembered and pleased with 
the loads they had to carry away. 

After the presents had been found and admued, we 
went off to a very indifferent circus, which, however, 
amused the children; and then in the evening we had 
some games. Lady Sykes, who is once more in Calcutta, 
dined rvith us, and Sir Thomas Baker and Mr. Ducane, 
his A.D.C., came too, and wo had ‘ musical chairs,’ Sir 
Eoger, and the Tempote, and so ended our merry day. 

The week has passed away without a daily record of 
our proceedings, but I can tell you what wo have been 
doing. The King of Oude died in the autumn, and 
we ail went to see his place and his house. I had 
visited the animals there before, but the Yiecroy had 
never bean able to go to this ex-king’s habitation, so it 
was all new to him. Most of the animals have been 
sold, and the grounds look tidy and well kept. They 
are very large, and wo drove about for half an hour, 
winding round bungalows, and bear-houses, and tanks 
for water-fowl, and cages for monkeys, deer, and birds, 
and sheds for camels and places for pigeons. The bun- 
galows all had marble floors, and in every room there 
was a bed with silver feet, and no other furnitm-e what- 
ever. The walls, however, were covered with pictm-es — 
questionable French prints and Scripture subjects mixed 
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indiscriminately. The park is situated on the river, 
and -(Tonld he lovely wei-c it a little loss zooloi^ical. The 
King died in a room on the gromul-iloor, opening hito a 
small court ndiich was full of monkeys and pigooirs — 
extremely suggestive of fioas. Lhjsiah's tiieiN- wei\! some 
much nicer i-ooms, and wo saw some l)ooks of j)rinis wliieh 
ho had coloured himself; they were really very well done. 

His ladies wore nearly as numerous as Ids animals, 
and they ai'e now being despatched to tiu ir own homes 
as quickly as pos.-,ihlo. They go at the rate of seven or 
eight a day, hut there are still a groat nunilier left : and 
when the Viceroy approached their hahitation they 
collected behind some Venetian shutters, and set to work 
to howl and weep with all their might. Tlio cllocL was 
most extraordinary, hut did not excite the pity it was 
intended to evoke. I am sure they will l)e much happim- 
with their- own little income, guaranteed hy the British 
Government, than they ever could have ht-on shut up 
together, the slaves of a hard-hearted old man Mho 
eared more for his cobras and his wild Leasts than lie 
did for them. These heiug my soulimonts, ] thuuglil 
the lamentations M’t-ro more amusing than inolanclioly. 

We have attended a concert in tho Torni Hall in aid 
of the Volunteer Band, and a hall at Bolvodoro, and wo 
have had a good many tourists passing through —among 
them Dick Houston, who is staying with ns. Baces have 
been going on during tho week. The Duke of Montrose 
has^one off to Burmah, and the Duchess remains with us. 

^ Monday, ziid.—A loud salute and a fmt de joie re- 
minded us early in tho morning that the new year had 
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begun, and that the proclamation parade was being held 
at Barrackpore and at all other military stations in 
India. 

Directly after breakfast wo returned to Calcutta, and 
then I had to go to a bazaar at the Zoological Gardens. 
That was an ordeal ! Fancy running the gauntlet of 
all the holders of twenty stalls, each one for a different 
charity ! 

In the afternoon we had the first of a set of small 
tennis parties which Nelly and I are going to give be- 
tween us. She invites the players, and I take advan- 
tage of the ^ at home ’ to meet people whom I want to 
talk to. 

In the evening there was otir largo ist of January 
dinner, eighty-two gentlemen and five ladies at it, and 
eight more men after it. I always like this dinner. 
First of all, it looks well in the Marble Hall, and then the 
guests are ail Personages, and one sees them collected 
together, whereas on other occasions only a few at a 
time are present, and are lost in a crowd of ladies and 
other people. 

Wednesday, 4ih . — I went out directly after breakfast 
to visit the ' Lady Dufferin Dispensary.’ Since I saw 
it last year it has been found possible to establish a 
few beds, and Mrs. Foggo, the new English doctor, is 
working hard, and is most successful. Since she 
came in July she has had over 17,000 out-patients, and 
the seven beds are generally occupied. We want more 
money to build a proper hospital in a more healthy 
situation. 
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At tlu-ee I had a Committoo meeting. Wlicn this 
was over, I went ofi; to see the ‘ Little Sisters of the Poor.’ 
They have bought a now house, and we arc getting up a 
great bazaar to help to pay for it. Theh old people 
always interest me much. As usual, wo handed round 
the cake and wine we had brought with us. One old 
gentleman, who had received a fiddle as a Christmas-box, 
played it all the time vre were there, and another old 
Spaniard danced to the music with an excoediirgly 
ancient lady, who is said to be deaf and dumb, l)ut who 
imitated her partner’s movemeirts very successfully. 
The new house is a very line one, and the establishment 
looks less poverty-stricken than before, but then it owes 
a lakh, which it wiU be hard to make up, iind its plumes 
are at present borrowed. On my return, Hislor Lxicy (a 
Clewer Sister) came to tea with me, and wo had a very 
long gossip indeed upon affairs that interest us both. 

Tlmrsday, — The MahiU’ajah of klysoro has come 

on a visit to Calcutta, and ho was roeoivod in durbar 
to-day. We were glad to see him again. 

Saturday, ytk . — ^We had a grand reception this morn- 
ing for Lord and Lady Ecay. They got to Calcutta at 
some unearthly hour, but did not leave the train till eight, 
and by that time the red cloth was down, the servants 
lined the steps, the Private Secretary was ready to meet 
them on the bottom step, the Lieuteuani-Governor on the 
middle one, and the Viceroy and his ladies at the top. A 
guard of honour and a band were opposite, and they soon 
drove up in a carriage and four, preceded and followed 
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by an escort of the bocly-guartl. The sun has come out 
again and the clouds which have been hovering over us for 
some clays have disappeared, but it is cold, and I broke 
with some trepidation to Lady Eeay, who likes heat, the 
fact that we breakfast out of doors. 

Smidajj, Sill, to IVvdncsihtj, iiih . — The weather has 
been perfect. Barrackpore had its usual success, and 
we spent Sunday very pleasantly. Our visitors liked 
the river voyages there and back, the outdoor life under 
the trees, and the peace and quiet of the real country. 
We asked the Commandant and the clergyman, with 
their wives, to dinner, and I drove Lady Eoay to see 
the elephants. These gaieties were mild compared with 
those wo rushed into on our return to Calcutta; and 
Monday was too hard a day, especially for the servants, 
so many things came together which were never intended 
to do so. 

First there was an unexpected durbar. The Maha- 
rajah of Eapurthalla arrived, and had to be received at 
1 . 30 . That disarranged all our preparations for luncheon, 
and prevented the large dinner-tables for the evening 
being prepared. Then D. had to return the Maharajah’s 
visit at three, and at the same time Lord Eeay had to 
pay some state calls in another direction, so that Lord 
William had to have out three teams of four horses at 
once, and that was a little strain upon our resources. 
At four we had the tennis party, which, like a snow- 
ball, grows as the weeks roll by, becoming by degrees 
almost a garden party ; and then came a big dinner for 
eighty-six people in the Marble Hall, and after that an 
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eveningparty. The Maharajahs of Sfysorc andKaxinrthalla 
came in the afternoon and evonmg, and the latter phiyial 
tennis vigorously. In an orange waistcoat, white shirt 
tails, tight white trousers, and a hig turban, ho made a 
great contrast to the English gentlemen in tennis gar- 
ments, but he held his own with them in play. The 
Maharajah of Mysore was in ‘ severe ' grey cloth, Init in 
the evening he had on one of his beautiful velvet coats. 

We had asked some of the native society to this 
party, and a selection of the European, principally people 
who don’t dance, and who are therefore more difficult to 
entertain. It was a very x>rotty party, and the presence 
of so many strangers made it interesting. The Prince 
of Tij)perah was one of our guests, lie is a remarkable 
young man, with a Tartar tyi)e of face. He is si-lf-taught 
—speaks English well, paints portraits and landscapes in 
oil, plays the piano, and photographs ; and his manner 
is very good. D. advised him to take some di-awing 
lessons at the School of Art hero, and that ho is now 
doing. The officers of the Bacchante, were all present, 
and their uniforms helped to light up the party. The 
Burmese esile-Prince was also there. I had a little 
music, a few songs, and a quartette or two, to which 
nobody listened, but which gave some point to the enter- 
tainment. 

Tuesday afternoon we had an enormous garden party. 
As far as I am concerned, tliis entertainment consists 
of the announcement of a name, a shako hands, a mur- 
mured ‘ How do you do ? ’ and a dim perception that 
by degrees the passing stream has become a crowd, 
and that the lawn is covered with animated figures, 
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every one of whom I ought to know perfectly. One gentle- 
man I did know, for ho had come to me tho night 
before and said, ‘I want to make a correction: the 
A.D.C. presented me to you as Mr. Q. Now, if there is 
one man in the world whom I do not wish to bo mistaken 
for, it is Mr. Q. My name is M.’ They are editors 
of rival papers. On tho occasion of the garden party I 
was able to ‘How do you do, Mr. M. ?’ very successfully. 

On Wednesday morning I took Lady Eeay a romid 
of hospitals. We went to the Eden Lying-m Hospital 
and to look at the Stumomoyi Hostel, which is close 
to it, and on to the General Hospital, which is quite 
'the opposite side of tho Maidan. When I went into 
the surgical ward, the doctor said, ‘ Here is a very mte- 
rcsting case,’ and I found myself by the bedside of a 
Bangor man, whose brother is one of D.’s tenants. I be- 
lieve my chance visit quite cheered him up and did him 
good, and I am passing on the ‘ Northern Whigs ’ to 
him to continue the cure. 

In the afternoon we went down to the Botanical 
Gardens in the launch, and had carriages there to drive 
about in. Lady Eeay was dehghted with the expedition, 
which was a very pleasant one. I took Mr. and Mrs. 
Scoble with us, and we had tea on board as we came home. 

Timrsday, iztk . — ^We dined in a quiet corner of the 
house, and dressed for the ball afterwards. When I heard 
that 1,750 invitations had been issued, I felt rather 
alarmed about the result, and imagined I could hear 
people saying that it had been a ‘ bear garden.’ Happily 
it turned out to be about the best baU we have had. I 
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should think t, 200 people came, hut it novc^r ^vas very 
badly crowded, and the sui)per was well mana<4e(l. ^Yc 
came down to it in procession at twelve o'clock, and 38c 
persons sat down at a great A'aricty of small tables. As 
soon as the room was full, tlie doors ^^ere si nit, and no 
one was allowed in or out till we moved. 

The room V as in tliis \\ ay filled and ('inptiod iljreo 
times before it was k(‘pt entirely open. ^Ve came down 
by one staircase and went up by tlic other, so ilial there 
never was any block. 


Friday^ 13^/0 — Lord and Lady lloay were to leave 
directly after dinner. The doparturt' was 3 'ather pretty. 
The servants stood in lines dovn the IMarblo Hall, and 
the body-guard down the steps leadii g to the carriage. 
The band played ' Auld Lang Byne/ and Lord 'William 
drove with them to the station. 


Wednesday, February 1st, — I sulnnittcd the report of 
my Fund to D. and to Sir Donald Wallace lor criticism. 
I was glad to find that the amount that has been done 
by the National Association quite surprised them; and 
certainly, when all the little eJlbrts arc catalogued, they 
do form a very satisfactory list of works begun or ac- 
complished. I had a meeting to pass this report, and 
to settle the business connected with tlie registering the 
society, for we are about to give ourselves a legal status 
in the country. Mr. Upton, our honorary solicitor, 
attended, and we discussed many importaj^t matters. 
The treasurer was also present. I have a very good 
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committee, and all the members arc really interested in 
the welfare and safe conduct of our allairs. 

Tlairsday, 2 wd.— Lord and Lady Connemara arrived 
to-day. They came by sea, and the launch took them 
off the P. and 0. a little way from Calcutta and landed 
them at five o’clock. We were all standing on the steps 
waiting for them, with bands, guards of honour, &e. 
Lady Connemara is looldng extremely well, and must 
enjoy coming to see this place, which she remembers as 
a child. Lady Eva Quin, who never was here, but 
who has heard so much about it from her mother, is 
interested too. Her husband and Lord Marsliam the 
A.D.C.s, Mr. Eees the fu-ivate secretary, Mr. Stokes the 
secretary of state, and Dr. Briggs, are also with Lord 
Connemara. Lord Eustace Cecil and his son came by 
the same ship. We had a ‘quiet evening,’ as the pro- 
gramme for the week says. 

Friday, st'd . — have had such a visitor to-day. She 
is the wife of the Prime Minister of Nepaul, and a more 
picturesque or gorgeous figure you never saw ! I remember 
describing some Nepalese ladies to you before, but this 
one was much more splendid and moi-c cheerfrd. The 
house had to be freed from the presence of all men, and, 
though the Viceroy was allowed to see her, he was told 
not to shake hands, but only to bow to her. Nelly went 
down to meet her at the door, and to bring her up. 
Walking is a work of difaculty in Nepalese garments, and 
she needed help on the stairs. Her face was very pretty, 
and painted, but artistically done. The eyes had a good 
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deal of black round them, and ^ycre lovely ones. Her 
teeth were good, and she had a lively and idcaaiug 
expression. Her headdress was most indescriljable. It 
consisted of a diadem worn just on the forehead so as to 
frame the face. It was an arrangement of fiowevs and 
leaves in magnificent diamonds, uith large bunches of 
grapes in emeralds, jiondant just ])elhud the oars, wlu're 
the wreath ended. I never saw anything at till lilve it, 
and there wore emerald flics settling on the flowers, 
which repeated the colour very cleverly. The l)ody of 
her dress was of pretty light pink gauze, ami her skirts of 
the same were so voluminous that she had an armful to 
■carry when she moved, and it was impossible to say how 
they were made, or whether they wore made at all. She 
had pink velvet shoes, and on her hands English dt)g- 
skin riding-gloves, over which she uoro diamond rings 
and diamond bracelets, such as 1 am sure you have never 
seen — gigantic ones. 

If you can imagine this very quaint figure, submei’ged, 
so to say, in her clouds of pink gauze, taking uj) most of 
the sofa on which 1 sat dowdily beside her, in my every- 
day morning gown, you will see that I was a very small- 
looking personage indeed. When she drives she is 
buttoned into her carriage with leather blinds, and she 
might just as well bo in Nopaul as in Calcutta for all she 
sees of the outer world. So I suggested showing her the 
view from my verandah. She was very pleased, and said 
she had never seen anything so beautiful. I am to pay 
a return visit, which will bo interesting. 

In the afternoon we ail went to a fancy bazaar. The 
great success of the day was the cafe chantant. Every 
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one was comfortably seated, and had a nice cup of tea, 
while a series of amusing songs from ^ The Mikado,” 
^lolaiithe/ cl^c., wont on, the singers being dressed in 
costume. This was for the Little Sisters of the Poor. 

In the evening there ^vere some tableaux- vivants of 
statues, which were good, and after dinner we went to 
see thein. The entertainment lasted an hour and a 
half, and there was music between each group. 

Saiurdaij, 4 .t]u — To-day there has been a Chapter of 
the Most Eminent Order of the Indian Empire, wdiich 
was a very grand ceremony. It was held in an enormous 
Shamiana, which had the throne at the back, all the 
spectators being ranged on either side. When the Viceroy 
came, a salute of thirty-one guns was fired, and he 
marched in state to the throne, on which he took his 
seat. His robes, which are of a deep purple lined with 
w^hite, were borne by two pages, who stood by him 
during the ceremony. Lord Connemara’s investiture 
was most imposing, as he was made a Grand Cross of 
the Order, and had not only the ribbon, but the robes 
and the coUar to put on. The English Knights were 
struck with the sword, ‘Arise, Sir So-and-So,’ but the 
Indians do not go through this part of the ceremony* 
The Secretary to the Order was in a white satin robe, 
and he bowed and backed, and, announced the names of 
the gentlemen with great stateliness and propriety. I 
will send you the paper describing the whole ceremonial, 
and so need not tell you more about it. The sight was 
very interesting, and the procession back to the house, 
with robes and collars, and golden umbrellas, was very fine. 
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In the afternoon ^vo T^'ent again to ihc fc-tCj wliicli 
amused everybody, and jU’ovcntcd the cliildreii iVvaii 
dwelling on tlio fact that tliis is their last duy here. 

Sunday, ^th. — Basil and Victoria left ns ibis inovp.ing, 
and we went to see thcin oli*. It ^uls a trial to 

have to part ^\ith them, but it has boon delighirnl ]\\\\ ing 
them here for a wdiole year, and tliey have iidL bad a 
day’s illness, and are the l)etter tind ih)t tlu' \\t>rso for it. 
They sailed in the and a kind Captain Criseoo 

allowed Peiho and DollLn to sleep in their eabiiis. Yon 
can’t think what a consolation this is. 1 am sure Ixuh 
Victoria and Basil would have boon uitto’ly miserable if 
they had been deprived of the society of their deaxr dogs. 

Monday, 6th, io Tl^cdtfcaday, Sth. — Our entertain- 
ments for Lord and Lady Connemara Ix'gan on Monday. 
We brought them down from Ban*ackpo5*e in ibc nioru- 
ing, had a tennis party in the afternoon, and a dinner in 
the evening. 

Tuesday we made an expedition to the Botanical 
Gardens, and had a large evening party. It was the 
best one I have seen hero; with siudi varieties of people 
and races jjrescnt, it looked very gay. 

Wednesday morning we went to call on the ]Sepaiesc 
lady I described last week. She is in a hirtal house here, 
so her surroundings xvcrc not pretty. The Mceroy was 
allowed to come in, and she met us at the bottom of the 
stairs and conducted us up. Both she and licr husband 
wore their wonderful jewelled hoaddi'osscs, and she was 
in a crimson gauze dress of gi'oat volume. Tw*o mauls 
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stood beliiiid our chairs, but as they hid their faces 
behind small red gauze parasols I scarcely saw them. 
The Miiharani’s four sons, nice little boys, were hi the 
room, rresents were laid down before me, and a 
diamond necklace was put into my hands. It goes to 
the Government. The lady presented a Nepalese knife 
to the Viceroy, and we were all given attar and pan before 
we left. The Eesident in Nepaul, who was present, had 
suggested that I should say something to the Maharani 
in favour of hospitals and dispensaries for women in 
Nepaul, which I did, and her husband promised that 
attention should be given to the subject. I gave 
her a portrait of myself on china, and the Tosha- 
khana will provide return gifts to the value of the 
necklace. 

In the afternoon we had the general meeting for my 
Fund. It was a very good one, the best we have had yet 
both as to attendance and interest. The speakers wore 
only too kind and flattering to me, and knowing what 
was coming I felt it a good deal. I must do all I can 
this year to give permanency to the organisation, and I 
trust it will long go on and prosper. D. was in the chair, 
and in his speech made a nice allusion to Lord Mayo, 
whose brother was on one side of him, and to Lord 
Dalhousie, whose daughter was on the other. He also 
said a few words of thanks to Major Cooper, who 
resigns his post of secretary to my Fmid in April, and 
whose assistance has been quite invaluable to me. 

Thursday, gth. — To-day the announcement has been 
publicly made that the Viceroy resigns his appointment 
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at the end of four years, and that Lord Laiisdovvnic is to 
be his successor. I have known it since Saturday, and 
the nG^YS came in time to soften the parting’ with the 
children, whom I now hope to see next Christmas. 

The offer of a new" post, which v;e all like immensely, 
is very pleasant ; at the same time I cannot help leoling 
some sadness at giving up many intoi’csts, and at the 
thought of turning over quite a now j-jago and beginning 
afresh in a new place. I should have liked to give my 
Fund another year, and to feel that wo had gone through 
our full time in India, but there were so many private 
reasons for 'wishing to return home sooner that I try to 
look only on the brightest side, and not to think too 
much of the regrets. Just no'w everybody talks as if 
we were going to-niorrow, wdioreas wo really have nine 
months more to stay. Wo have a dimuir and dance to- 
night. The afternoon was terribly wet, and wc were all 
shut up indoors, and felt rather depressed. Great 
changes are depressing! The dance unfortunately 
sufibred from the weather, and instead of being larger 
than usual, as I had intended it to be, it was quite small. 
Carriages will not come out hero on wet nights, the 
coachmen object so much to damp ; and one must confess 
that crouching on a coach-box in a 'wet cotton garment 
cannot be either a healthy or pleasant way of spending 
a night. 

Friday y lotli . — I went into the Legislative Council to- 
day, to hear D. make a little statement respecting his 
departure. It was very nice, but no oj)portunity is given 
of reply, and so nothing more was said on the subject. 



254 OTJB VIGBBEGAL LIFE IN INDIA 


CH. XIV 


There were some sports at the hocly-guarcl lines, to which 
we took our guests, and in the evening they dined at the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s. 

Sdtnrdmj, iifh . — Lord and Lady Connemara leave 
to-day, and we were all photographed in a group this 
morning. They go by train to Diamond Harbour and 
got on board there, and we go off to Barrackpore. I shall 
like a rest after an agitatmg week. 

Mondfitj, — We went to a dance at Belvedere, the 

last we shall be at in Calcutta, for Lent is coming and 
we dance no more. 

The papers are still full of our approaching departure, 
and exhaust themselves in imagining why we go. The 
latest invention is that my eyes are weak ! Did you 
ever hear of such a reason for giving up a post, or one 
with such a total absence of foundation ? 

Wednesday, — I had my own Committee, and 

impressed upon them my desire to tie up as fast as I 
possibly can our endowment fund of so,oooZ. 

Thursday, i6th . — visited the Women’s Industrial 
Home, supported by the Women’s Friendly Society. It 
is still in its infancy, but seems to iiromise weU, and it 
is much needed hero. Needlework, upholstery, and dio- 
stamping have akeadybeen started, and a lodging-house 
for respectable women is to be opened. On Friday I went 
to see a Mission School and an Orphanage for Eurasians. 
I believe it is a very good work, and Mr. ■ Jackson, 
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the clergyman in charge, has quite clovotcci himself 
to it. 


Sunday, jgth. — We expected a Prince of Saxo-Weimar 
here to-day, but when ho was mot at the station it was 
discovered that there was another Prince, TIoury of 
Orleans, also on his way to us by the same train. I’oth 
arrived and breakfasted with us. The Prince of Saxe- 
Weimar is an older man. Wo wore rather amused at a 
letter wo received from his oquerry before he arrived, 
which led us to believe that he also was quite a youth. 
He wrote that ‘ The Prince was voi-y fond of horses, that 
he would like to hunt the jackal, or to son a cavalry 
review, or to go a tiger shoot ’ — all impossible things to 
manage here. These two Princes breakfasted with us. 


Wednesday, 22 )ul . — India has been a disappoinituont 
to Prince Bernard, and tliis is the only place he has 
liked. Euins and crowds of dirty people do not interest 
him ; horses and soldiers arc what ho cares for. A paper- 
chase for Volunteers delighted him, and ho flow info 
their midst, jumping over everything and enjoying him- 
self thoroughly. Then he drove tho coach home, and 
alarmed the ladies much by mancou\-ring round the 
statues, by knocking up agamst bullock-carts, and by 
swaying about the road. To Blanche’s shrieks he only 
replied, ‘ Sat is nosing ; ’ ‘My life is not expensive.’ 
The second day we had a review of the body-guard and 
tent-pegging for him, and he rode about the parade- 
ground like a field-marshal. 
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Saturdd)/, 25///. — All Austrian man-of-ivar arrived 
licrc, and the captain came to luncheon. He went to 
Jan Mayen once, and sent D. some photographs of the 
place. He had never received D.’s letter of thanks, so 
they were repeated to him to-day. I never saw a man 
so eomxdctcly covered with Ordei-s. Ho has a real 
incognito Archduke on board — real both as to rank and 
incognitoship. 

TJnn-Hdtnj, March i.st.— Wo went to see a large school 
this morning. It is called the Martinicre, after a General 
Martin, who loft a very lai'ge sura of money in the year 
i8oo to found schools for boys and girls at Lucknow, 
Calcutta, and some place in Prance. They arc all caUed 
La Martinidre after him. The money accumulated till 
1836, when tliis school was opened. The consequence 
is that it is extremely well off; it has an mcomo of 
Es. 64,000, and has always a yearly balance of Es. 5,000 
or Es. 6,000. How I envy it ! One single girls’ school with 
just double the income I have for my India Medical 
Scheme ! I wish I could find a Mr. Martin to leave it a 
good substantial legacy. The school seems to be a very 
nice one, and the girls looked bright and happy, and 
appeared to bo very well looked after. 

Wo had a big dinner for seventy-nine people. The 
incognito Archduke and the captain and some other 
officers of his ship dined. Afterwards we had some 
rather nice singing. 

Friday, 2nd. — D. and I, [Nelly and Hermie, Fred, Dr. 
Findlay, and Captain Birdwood started off this afternoon 
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for Darjeeling. Sir Donald was ill, and at the last 
monient could not come with us. Captain Currie and 
Captain Eawlinson, the Bayleys’ A.D.C., went up yester- 
day to prepare the Lieutenant-Governor’s house for us, 
and all the rest of the Staff have taken a holiday and 
are gone to Meerut for tlic polo tournament. Major 
Cooper remains at Itome with Dlaucho and the Duchess, 
and is to hel]) to carry out Blanche’s elahorate pro- 
gramme of amusements during our absence. I have 
raved to you so much already of the delights of Darjeel- 
ing and of the journey up, that there is not imtch left 
for me to say about my own oxporicnees, hut I shn-ted 
with some anxiety as to how far I), would enjoy it, and 
as to whether ho would find it too cold. Wo had four 
hours in the train, after whicli wo got on board a steamer 
and dined there while wo crossed the Ganges, and then 
settled ourselves very comfortably in another train for 
the night. 

Saturday, 3rd.- We breakfasted at Silligori station, 
and there changed into an opion car on the narrow gauge 
to ascend the mountain. It certainly is a dchghtful and 
wonderful jornmey, and it is a constant interest and ex- 
citement to watch the head of oiu- train twisting round 
curves and making loops, the tail, where wo sit, duti- 
fully following after. Wo had lunch at Kurscong, and 
arrived at Darjeeling at five. There wore assembled quite 
a crowd of natives, and a Volunteer guard, and some 
artillery; the latter making all the horses prance, and the 
children howl, at the sound of the salute. I was given 
an immense and lovely bouquet of violets. The day had 

VOL. n. q 
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been rather misty, but the sun shone as we arrived, 
and when we got to the Shrubbery everything looked 
very bright and comfortable. Captain Currie and Cap- 
tain Eawlinsoii had been very busy arranging every- 
thing for us. They had had an alarm about three of 
our servants, who locked themselves up at night with 
a charcoal fire, and who were found insensible in the 
morning when their door was broken open to see why 
they did not appear. 

Mr. Ware-Edgar, the Secretary to the Bengal Govern- 
ment, a very pleasant man, is with us, also Mr. Paul, 
who showed mo the place before. These both dined with 
us. The evening and night were very cold. 


Sunday, — I am glad to say the snows showed 
themselves this morning, and D. is delighted with the 
view. The sun is very powerful, and the air fresh and 
delicious, and the snow-mountains truly magnificent. 
The change of climate does one good after the warmth 
of Calcutta. After church we went down to the market, 
and the strange types collected together there interested 
D. very much. In the afternoon we took a long walk, 
some of us being helped home by rickshaws. 


Monday, stli, — We had a long day out, leaving home 
at eleven, and only getting back at sis. We did the 
same expedition I made last year, climbing over Senchal, 
past the chimneys of old barracks, and down again 2,000 
feet to a little bungalow, where we lunched, and then 
up to Jellapahar, where we had tea with Mrs. Keith. 
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D. got separated from us in tlie early part of the 
day, and we only mot again at luncheon. Ifrs. Kc-ith 
dined with us, and we liad the Bhootia dance with the 
lion and the peacock to look at after dinner. The air 
to-day has been quite lovely and refreshing. Sir Donald 
joined us agam, and is quite well. 

Tucstlay, 6 th . — Wo wore all dressed in our habits 
by ton o’clock, and rode off, a great cavalcade, to plunge 
almost into the plains below. We descended 6,000 feet, 
riding tln-ough tea-gardens and lovely woods to the 
river Eunjeet. The day was perfect, and we did not 
feel the changes of climate nearly so much as we expected. 
The descent was ten miles long, and we wore glad to get 
off om' ponies at the river and to am\ise ourselves for a 
time by crossing the very curious bridge that hangs 
across it. It is slung fi'om bamboo poles, and is it.self 
like a very long, narrow, and rickety old basket. Two 
bamboos laid lengthways form the pathway, and the sides 
are of very light and open wickerwork. The whole 
thing sways about in the wind, and only one person may 
cross it at a time, and when he gets to the mid( lie, wlu're 
his weight bends it most, the sides seem to close in upon 
him. The bamboo walk up to the level of the bridge is 
very difficult to climb, and to come down the only way was 
to sit upon it and to toboggan. When we had enjoyed 
this amusement for a little and had admired the river, we 
had to remount our rather tired ponies and to begin our 
ten miles ascent. Happily, wlien we had don<; three, 
we reached the bimgalow where our luncheon was ready, 
and even the most hardy of the party wore glad to have 
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a rest and some refrcslimcnt. After lunchoon I got 
into a dandy for about an hoim and was carried up, but 
the others rode the whole w'ay. Some of them visited a 
tea-plantation en route, and wo all stopped at a Bhootia 
temple and assisted at a service, if so it may bo called. 
The chapel was in an upper room, reached by stah-s 
from the outside. It was a loiig, very low-roofed place. 
On one side was the altar or shrme for the Buddha with 
lamps burning in front of it, and on either side wore 
rows of pigeon-holes which held all the sacred boohs. 
The Llamas there were dressed in dull-red loose garments, 
and they set to and played their various instruments for 
us : drums, cymbals, six-feet-long trumpets, and various 
sorts of horns, all gomg at once in this httle room, made 
a wonderful noise, as you may imagine. Hung up on 
wooden pillars, which formed archways in front of the 
altar, wore some curious grotesque masks wliich are worn 
on festive occasions. 

There was another chapel below, at the door of which 
was one of the largest of praying- wheels, while inside was 
Buddha, actually sittmg in company with two Hindu 
goddesses ! 

The way home from this place was quite beautiful. 
There are such fine trees in the forest, and such a 
variety of foliage, and the tree-ferns especially arc so 
very lovely. Even at the end of our twenty miles ride 
we were able to admii'e them. But we were rather tired 
and stiff. 

Wednesday, 7 th. — Om: expedition for to-day was sup- 
posed to be a short one, but miles at Darjeeliag seem to 



1 888 


LLAMA DANCEU8 


201 


be very long, and, starting at t\\'olvc, wc did not reach 
our destination till 2.30. We rode along a very pretty 
road till we came to the Ghoom Eock. It is really a 
cm'ious place : an enormously high rock rises out of the 
ground without apparent rhyme or reason, in the midst 
of a forest, where tlic tall trees look small beside it ; it 
is a very striking object. The side of it is quite perpen- 
dicular, and we rode a zigzag path through tiro wood 
to get to the top of it. The invaluable khidmatgars had 
arrived there before us, and had spread out a tomi)thig- 
looking meal, for which we were all quite ready. 1 sat 
on the edge of the rock and looked down from ‘ giddj' 
heights ’ over the mountains and valleys before me— a 
very splendid view. Then we rode into Ghoom station 
and caught the mail train there, by which wo returned 
to Darjeeling. 

As wo approached our house we hoard a great 
trumpeting and drumming, and saw dags and strange 
costumes marching along the road. These wore OTOed 
by Llamas, who were coming to dance for us. ^Ylien all 
was ready we came out on to the verandah to see the 
performance. The dances were religious, and had all 
to be gone through before smiset. The chief Llama sat 
on a chair with a little table before him, and solemnly 
boat two cymbals together. He was dressed in dull red 
and wore a mitre on his head, and nothing could have 
been more grand and stately than his appearance. 
Smaller Llamas sat on the ground on cither side of 
him in a long row. They also wore red clothes luid 
high pointed red caps, and looked very strange and 
mysterious. 
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The first dancers who appeared w^erc common- 
looking masked individuals, wdio awkwardly lumbered 
about. Then came on about twelve or fifteen men in 
silk robes with long sleeves and enormous round hats, 
with peacock hand-screens stuck in the top of them, and 
many veils and odds and ends Hying from them. These 
men also flopped about slowly, but in time to the music, 
which was played for them. They made their exits one 
by one, and then returned, having changed their hats for 
large and grotesque masks, and in these they danced 
again. 

To suit our European impatience each act was cut 
very short, and -after this performance we had time to 
see another dance of a more comic character. Three 
men were w’onderfully dressed up -with red and gold 
faces, and great wigs of yak’s hair, and another appeared 
as a lady with red petticoats, a mask, and a large red 
bonnet. She had a sw’ord in her hand, and she Avent 
through a series of sham fights with the men. A boy 
also appeared on the scene ; his naked body was painted 
round with white stripes, which, with the natural colour 
of his skin between, made a most respectable brown and 
white jersey. I was trying to j)hotograph these strange 
people, and was just getting this group into position when 
the boy suddenly stood on his head, and all the others 
began to shake and gesticulate in the most beAvildering 
fashion. This was their idea of sitting for their photograph, 
and it had the funniest effect. Two dancers appeared 
as dead men, all whitish, with ribs painted on them and 
flesh hanging about as in Albert Durer’s pictures. We 
j^ad printed histories of these dances to read, but the 
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pieces AYere too much curtailed for us to be able to follow 
the plots very well. 

Thursday, 8th . — Directly after breakfast we saw some 
archers. They were Lei)chas, dressed in their national 
costume. It consists of a blue and while striped cottrm 
rug, caught up on the shoulders, aiid lield round the 
waist by a belt, so as to form a loose and graceful tunic 
ending at the knees. On tlicir heads they had wickta* 
flower-pots of a reddish colour, with a peacock feather 
stuck in each. On their l)acks were slung bamboo castis 
for the arrows, and they carried their bows. They were 
most picturesque-looking creatures, but their shooting 
was only moderately good, and 1 don't think they ever 
really hit the mark. They have a sort of bow and arrow’ 
game, which is pretty. The anw has a w'hisLle at one 
end which sounds as it goes through the air, and the 
archer aims at a gong which also sounds W’hen ho liits 
it. 

We have a small w’ar on hand, and sineo w’o came 
here some of our trooj)s and a couple of guns have goire 
off to Sikkim, where a Rajah has been misbehaving and 
has been allowing Thibetans to make themselves at home 
in our territory. D. has had some business to do licre 
in connection with this, and ho is at this moment 
having an interview with a Llama in a long yellow silk 
dressing-gown and high white-soled shoes. 

Near the Bhootia temple, or Gompa, in Darjeeling, 
io8 new praying-flags have been i)ut up all by one man. 
Mr. Paul, seeing this great work of merit, said to another 
native of the place, ‘He must have committed some 
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great sin ! ’ ‘ Yes,’ whispered this one, ‘ he has been 
selling powder to the Thibetans.’ 

On our way to the station we looked at a collection 
of butterflies and beetles made by a very intelligent 
man, who told us interesting things about them. 

We filled four trollies and slid down from Ghoom 
to Silligori with groat success. It is a delightful, 
smooth, and noiseless jom-ney. We dined at the last 
named place, and met there some of the officers starting 
for Sikkim, amongst them G. Heyman, who is going as 
surveyor to the party. He dmed with us. We spent 
the night m the tram, and when we got up in the morn- 
ing (Fi-iday, 9th) wc found it pouring with rain. This 
cools the air, and we feel the change to a warm climate 
much loss than we should otherwise have done. 

The rain had ceased when we got to Calcutta, but we 
only just reached Government House as a dust-storm, 
followed by rain and thunder, came on, and all the 
windows had to be shut quickly to prevent the destruc- 
tion of everything in the rooms. 

Blanche and the Duchess of Montrose have been 
enjoying themselves much during our absence. The 
Duchess leaves to-night, and stays with Lady Eeay till 
the Duke joins her. He has shot a tiger, and is having 
some good sport in Nepaul. 

Monday, 12 th. — I visited the Calcutta Free Schools 
this morning. They are for boys and girls, and the 
two buildings are very fine large ones. All the children 
were dressed in white, and even in this warm weather 
looked cool and comfortable. The object of these insti- 
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tutions is to provide cdo-cation and maintenance for 
destitute children. D. gave me a silver medal to present 
at each school. 

In the afternoon I went to see a home just opened 
for destitute women. It is to bo a sort of rrolestant 
^ Little Sisters of the Poor ’ establishment. The trades- 
people of Calcutta have given the furniture, nnd it looks 
so fresh and clean and comfortable ; the house itself is a 
very nice one, with plenty of air and space round it. 

After this I went 03 i to watch the linal games of a 
tennis tournament, and saw some very good )day. The 
weather was threatening, with such a high wind blowing 
that in the midst of the heat it seems qnite cyclonic, not 
to say uncanny ! 

D. had one of his special little dinners for men, so we 
ladies had engaged ourselves to a native dinner-party. 
Two A.D.C.’s W’^erc admitted, and our hostess’s sisters 
dined with us, while her mother and sistc]--in-law only 
joined us in the drawing-room afterwards. 

Our first proceeding was to dress ourselves properly 
for this festival, and as soon as we got to the house 
we were taken into a dressing-room, were divested of our 
own gowns, and were drained in saris. Mine was a most 
successful arrangement. The sari was lovely, being 
made of a sort of silk muslin with silver borders ; and I 
submitted entirely to the hands of the costumier, so that 
when I was finished I found myself in a very pretty and 
cool costume. We also put on a little extra jo^vellery, 
which was lent us, and proceeded to the dining-room. 
The floor-table was very large, for each person requires 
a great space to dine in this fashion ; the cloth laid 
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on the carpet nearly filled the room, and on it were 
candelabras, and in front of each seat from twenty-five 
to thirty little silver bowls filled with all sorts of, to our 
eyes, rather messy foods. One large silver dish, with a 
]3ile of rice in the centre of it, was before each person, 
and the edges of this we had to use instead of ordinary 
plates. I was seated at the toj) of the ^ table ’ by myself, 
with a velvet cushion behind me, and I was afterwards 
much complimented on the ease with which I managed 
my dinner, seated like a Buddha on a mat. I was told 
that I did it ^ as well as any Bengali,’ and that I looked 
like a ^ Hindu goddess.’ It w’as difficult to eat, for the 
food had to be manipulated with unaided fingers, and 
yet the dishes were of rather a soft and greasy kind, and 
some of them would have required a spoon rather 
than a fork to lift them with, had either imple- 
ment been allowed. The native ladies showed great 
dexterity in working up these savoury morsels with the 
dry rice, so as to form little balls, but we were not equal 
to that, and had to eat in a much more untidy fashion. 

I can scarcely tell you what the things were, but 
there were very small portions of a great number of 
dishes, and when one came to eatables which one could 
recognise, one found about twenty samples of fruits on 
the same plate. Two strawberries, two slices of cucum- 
ber, two bits of tomato, a few almonds, part of a rose- 
apple, a bit of melon, a pistachio nut, &c.; homoeo- 
pathic helpings of each variety. Then in the way of 
sweets there were dishes of all sorts of sugary cakes, 
and eocoanut-paste fruits, and bowls of a sweet milky 
stuff with bits of green nut floating in it. I dipped my 
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greasy fingers into one dish after another, and linaJly 
washed them in a silver basin provided fur the [)ur- 
posc. 

We all enjoyed this dinner very mneh, and ^^hclL it 
was over we received, in addition to tbc wreaths of 
flowers which already adorned our necks and heads, 
large bouquets, and a piece of pan, to say no thing of 
bits of spice handed round in a silver vessel. Our 
hostess’s sweet-looking mother, pretty young sisters, and 
sister-in-law talked to me in the drawing-room, while 
the band played outside ; and about ten o’clock we took 
off our native costume and returned home, our hostess 
insisting upon presenting us each with the saris wo bad 
worn. 

Tuesda}/, 13^/i. — This afternoon we went to see the 
Maharani of Kuch Behar’s relations, vho live at Lily 
Cottage. Her father was Kcshxib Chunder Bon, vho was 
the founder of the Brahmo Somaj form of religion, and 
whose memory is greatly venerated by his followers. 
The widow is a very sweet-looking person, and all the 
family are nice. The two grandmothers, an aunt, some 
cousins, and several sisters wore collected together to 
meet me, and we w’orc immediately covered xvith gar- 
lands and hung with necklaces and bangles, made 
partly of flowers and partly of tinsel, which gave all 
the effect of large rubies and emeralds on pearl chains. 
A crown of the same kind was prepared for mo, which, 
however, I could not attempt to place on the top of 
my fashionable bonnet. We had tea and some native 
sweets, and w^e went all over the house, and I saw the 
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bed of the widowed mother, which is of hard board, as 
in her ‘sorrowful condition she would not make use 
of any luxury ; ’ and then we descended to the garden, 
in which stands a monument over the ashes of Keshub 
Chunder Sen. Off this garden is the chapel, in 
which his marble pulpit is covered with flowers and 
pictures, and where stands the silver flag of the ‘ New 
Dispensation.’ Prayers are performed here every morn- 
ing, but no one is as yet allowed to use the Prophet’s 
imlpit. One lady present was a very nice-looking woman, 
and as she spoke English it was possible to talk with 
her. She wore a beautiful crimson satin embroidered 
sari, and did the honours very gracefully. They were 
all most kind and friendly, so that our visit was very 
pleasant. Some'of the sweets were sent to us after, and 
a white sugar statue of a scantily clothed lady was 
placed before D. at dessert. 

Wednesday, i^th . — I was dragged from my bed at 
6 A.M. to go and see a paper steeplechase, the winner of 
it to get a handsome cup. Lord William returned from 
Meerut at that very hour, mounted at once the box-seat 
of his coach, drove us to the ‘meet,’ rode in the chase, 
and won the cup. He got a bad cut on his arm from 
a branch of a tree, but hid his wounds and drove us 
home. 

In the afternoon I had my Committee meeting, and 
we discussed several questions of importance to the Fund. 
We also had the rehearsal for a concert, and just as 
people were collecting for this the most desperate rain 
and hailstorm came on. It is so curious, when everyone 
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is crying out at the heat, io see the lawn covered wilh 
largo hailstones. 

Thnrsdttij, iSth. — Sir Auckland (lolvin arrivt'd this 
morning to stay wilh us. X new aidc-do-eauip eamc hy 
the same train — Lord Linning. We had tv ^el'y large 
diinier xwiy and a concert after, and this is ])i*nhal)Iy 
our last evening entertainment here. The platform for 
the singers was at one end of the ball-room, and o])|)osite 
to it, in the distant drawing-room, the convm'stUionally 
inclined could talk at their ease Avithout disturbing tlic 
musically inclined who sat near. In the room behind 
was the buffet. Colonel Chatterton, who had arranged 
it all for me, had made out a very pretty light pro- 
gramme — a few solos to begin with, followed by some 
selections from ‘ Dorothy,’ in w'hich a great number of 
singers took part. We had asked about 400 people to 
the concert, and w’e had a good niglit for it, wilh just a 
little breeze. Our maximum heat in the shade just now 
is about 91, and at night it goes down to 72. 

Friday, lOtli. — Prince Ernest of Schleswig-Holstein 
arrived here with Wo gentlemen, one a Laron Jjoipziger 
and the other a Professor Priedorich, a paiuter. 

A little entertainment had been got uj^ on the race- 
course for us. It was called ^ Sky Paxccs of the Gym- 
khana Type,’ and there were the ‘ Viceroy’s Stirrup Cup,’ 
the 'Dufferin Stakes,’ the ' Farewell’ something else, 
and the * Salaam.’ The Slirruj) Cup w’^as a ladies’ 
nomination race, in which Hennie won a pretty brooch. 

The committee called together to vole an address to 
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the Viceroy, have voted me a separate address all to 
myself, and, moreover, intend to ask me to sit for my pic- 
ture to be hung up in some public building here. This 
is an unprecedented compliment — too great a one, I fear. 

Saiitrday, ijth . — We remained in town to-day to give 
the Calcutta Volunteers their prizes, and at the ceremony 
a very miexiiected presentation was made to me. The 
corps was drawn up on the parade-ground, 600 strong. 
D. made them a little speech, to which Colonel Chatterton 
replied, and I gave the winners the silver cups, medals, 
and bags of rupees they had gained. At the end of this 
business part of the meeting Colonel Chatterton asked 
to be allowed, on behalf of the whole corjjs of the Presi- 
dency Volunteers, to present me with a bracelet; and his 
little daughter put on my arm such a lovely one, with an 
inscription inside, which they had all, from the drummer- 
boys upwards, subscribed to give me. It is composed of 
diamonds and sapphires and pearls. This was really a 
very undeserved tribute, and all the kinder is it on that 
account. 

Monday, igtli . — ^We said good-bye to Sir Auckland 
Colvin yesterday morning, as he was to leave Calcutta 
at night and we were going to Barrackpore before luncli. 
Wc took Prince Ernest of Schleswig-Holstein and Baron 
Leipziger with us, and also invited the German Consul, 
Mr. Gerlich, to come with them. The visit was short, 
and went off very well, and we returned this morning 
to our usual round of duties. 

In the afternoon we had a garden party, which was 



1 888 


CALCUTTA 


271 


our farewell entertainment liere. It got pleasantly cool 
as the sun went down, and we walked about in the 
twilight in regular Indian fashion. 

Tuesday, 20th . — I visited the family of Sir Jotondra 
Mohun Tagore in the afternoon. He has been on my 
Committee, and I have therefore known him pretty well, 
and have found him a great help to me. I had often heard 
of his mother as being a native lady of the old school. 
I expressed a wish to make her acquaintance, and was 
delighted with my visit to her and with the kind manner 
in which I was received at his house. 

Wednesday, 21st . — I spent the afternoon in presiding 
at my last Calcutta Committee meeting and in visiting 
a charitable institution, and afterwards I went to a 
charity concert, which was rather painful, as there wore 
more singers than listeners, and the poor man for whoso 
benefit it was given must have looked on with despair. 

Thursday, 22nd . — There was a great meeting in the 
Town HaU to-day to i)rox)Ose addresses to D. and to me, 
and to suggest that a statue of him shoxrld bo erected 
in Calcutta, and that a picture of me should be hung in 
the Town Hall. 

D. and I visited the Victoria College for girls, and •were 
met there by the Maharani of Kuch Behar and all her 
relations. After a little singing and reading we retired 
to the kitchen, whore they showed us the Hindu way of 
cooking, the ladies doing it all themselves. They made 
hied potatoes, and chupatties, sxnd popjied com, which 
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we tasted. An addi-oss was presented to me on a silver 
salver which bore my initials, and D. replied to it, and 
we went away. 

Fndaij, 23rd. — must pass rapidly over a morning 
visit I paid unexpectedly to the Zenana Hospital, over 
a hurried sitting to a photographer ‘ by request,’ over 
inspections of the Pratt School and of the European 
Orphan Asylum in the afternoon, and over a pleasant 
visit received from ifrs. Ohoso, a native lady, to tell you 
of the splendid reception wo had at the Town Hall ni 
the evening. 

We eirtered by the grand staircase at ten o’clock, 
were received at the door by a large number of Piajahs, 
judges, and other Indian dignitaries, and were conducted 
betweenlines of Volunteers up the staircase to the bigroom, 
which was beautifully decorated, and which was cram full 
of people, European and native. The stairs were carpeted 
with our colours, blue and yeUow, and these were largely 
used in the other decorations. A page, in white satin, 
presented me with a lovely bouquet of orchids, and many 
of these beautiful flowers were to be seen in the room. Two 
of our own largest and grandest chairs (Burmese thrones) 
were on the dais, and behind them were tiers of smart 
ladies, while before us was a dense crowd of friends. Sir 
Steuart Bayley read the address to the Viceroy, and pre- 
sented it to him in a very handsome silver casket. You 
can read it for yourself, and I need not therefore teU 
you how complimentary it is, and how satisfactory it is 
to receive such a tribute from such an influential and 
mixed body of this commimity. D. read his reply ; but 
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although his voice seemed veiy loud and distmet, the 
acoustic properties of the hall arc so had that I tear it 
was only heard by those in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of the dais. 

Then Sir Alec Wilson read an address to me ; it is 
a very beautiful one, and although it iin-ns my molclull 
works into momitains, yet it does so in a very deliglit- 
ful way. I read my own reply, for it seemed to me that 
to get some one else to say ‘ Lady Dulferin is very much 
obliged to you ’ would not at all express my feelings of 
gratitude. My silver box is such a lovely one ! I hope 
you will see it adorning the Eoman Embassy some day. 

I have been asked to sit for my picture too, to be 
placed in the Town Hall amongst all the Lieutenant- 
Governors and male celebrities of the past ! Is not that 
enough to turn my head '? A statue of D., for which 
60,000 Es. have been subscribed, is to be placed on the 
Maidan. 

At the end of the addresses there was much applause 
and many cheers for us both. Then we walked about and 
shook hands and expressed om- thanks as far as wc were 
able to do so, and went home feeling greatly touched by 
the ovation we had received. 

Saturday, 2 /^tli. — We started in our launch as if 
for BaiTackpore, but in reality for a place half-way there 
called Uttarpara, where a Member of the Legislative 
Council, the Hon’ble Peary Mohun Mookerjee, was to 
entertain us. The landing-place was crowded with 
natives, and a salute was fired, and we were received at a 
large house, which contains the Uttarpara Public Library, 

VOL. n. T, 
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but wbicb belongs to our host’s father, a blind man, 
who received us at the door. The Municipal address 
was presented m the drawmg-room, and we went there 
through the library and up the stairs, looking at the 
pictures by the way ; oleograph portraits of Mr. Glad- 
stone and Lord Salisbury, an oil picture of Madame 
Grand, a portrait of myself, one of D., and one of the 
blind father by Mr. Archer, were on the walls. As soon 
as D. had received and answered his address, I went into 
the zenana, whore all the ladies of the family were assem- 
bled. The daughter of the house read my address in 
English, and I read my reply, which no one in the room 
understood. I am in hopes this entertainment was really 
a treat to the purdah ladies, for there was a band play- 
ing, and acrobats performing on the lawn, and crowds of 
people and steamers arriving, and they could see all this 
from their verandah. The Calcutta company came a 
little later than we did, and the business part of the 
reception being over, we all met in the garden and had 
ice and tea, and talk and music, till it was time for us 
to go on. We enjoyed the afternoon very much. It is 
really getting very hot — 96 in the shade. 

A large deputation of Mahometans came down from 
the Punjaub to present D. with an address, and another 
Mahometan one comes on Monday. 

Sunday, 2$th . — ^An uneventful day at Barrackpore, 
but probably om* last visit to this lovely little place. 

Tuesday, 27th. — ^D. went out before breakfast this 
morning to visit the slums of Calcutta. There are 
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terrible places called kintals, ■where the refuse of the 
European and Eurasian population live in vrretchcd 
sheds, and in lanes three feet 'wide. D- "was provided 
■with a little tablet of camphor to smell at as he passed 
through them. He then -went on to a burning ghat, 
■where he saw ‘ a poor little ■woman ’ behig cremated. 

In the afternoon I visited an intei-esting charity 
which has some connection with the kintals. It is a 
home for destitute ghls, and most of the inmates are 
taken from these terrible places, and all from drunken 
and disreputable parents. These degraded creatures are 
very glad to give up them daughters W’hile they are small, 
but as they grow up they want to get them back to make 
money out of them, and Mr. and Mrs. Hai-rington have 
often trouble m preserving the girls from this fate. I 
looked at their writing and sums, and hoard them sing, 
and was much pleased with all I saw and heard, especi- 
ally when I found that there are no paid teachers in this 
institution. There is a matron who lives in the house 
and helps with the younger ones, but all the lessons arc 
given by ladies who devote certain hours a day to it, and 
they must have been very regular in their attendance to 
lU'oduce such excellent results. It is real charity in a 
climate like this to give time and labour to such a purpose. 
I feel as if I was ordy just finding out how mairy good 
people there are here. 

I met D. afterwards at the School of Art, where a 
great number of students are being trained in drawing, 
wood engra'ving, carving, silver work Ac. 

In the evening we had Sir Alec and Lady AVilson, 
Mr. Steel, Mr. E'vans, and Sh Alfred Croft to dine with 
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us, and after that came a very interesting entertain- 
ment to which I had invited about twenty of our 
friends. 

The Maharajah Sir Sourendra Tagore has an 
‘ Academy of Music ’ in Calcutta, and this body came to 
present an address, to sing an ode, and to give a short 
concert. The ])rogramme will show you that it was an 
uncommon one, and the names of the mstruments ^vill 
convey no ideas to your mind. 

PnOGEAMlIB : 

Singing of the Benedictory Stanzas, 
Performance on the Sitar, 

A Solo on the Vina, 

A Dhurjpada Song, 

A Duet on the Sitar, 

A Solo on the Sarod, 

A Solo on the Nyastaranga. 

All the musicians, or rather the members of the 
Academy, were placed in front of the throne on which 
the Viceroy sat, and wo all seated ourselves at the sides. 
The address was first read in Sanscrit. But if you wiU 
read the translation of some extracts from it here below, 
you will see that we lost much by not understanding it 
at the time ; — 



i888 


TEE ACADEMY OF MUSIC 


277 


May Victory and Prosperity attend Thee. 

TO THE MOST PUISSANT, THE MOST MAGNANIMOUS AND TItB 
MOST GLOniOUS 

EAEL OF DUFFEEIN, 

Eepresentative in India of Her Most Oracioiis Alajesty , — 
TI7iO is all that is good, Who is heyond comjmre. Who 
illumines the world with the sjdendoiir of Her wealth 
and arms, and Who is the embodiment of transcendent 
hindness. 


0 Fountain of all Virtues ! The Academy of Music 
(•which has been arrayed in unspeakable beauty by having 
Thee for her High Protector — even as the full-blo'wn 
lotus is touched into beauty by the rays of the Sun) no'w, 
bo'wed down ■with unutterable grief at the prospect of 
losing Thee, drenches the earth with her tears of 
sorrow. 

Alas ! Thou art leaving these shores for Thy 
country, and the waves of sorrow will overwhelm us. 
"What can we offer Thee meet for Thy acceptance '? 
For all that we have we owe to Thee. Therefore, offer wo 
to Thee, in all sincerity and affection, the only treasure 
that we possess — our steadfast Loyalty — garbed in the 
dulcet air (Kalydn), and freighted with prayers for Thee. 
0 accept our offering ! 


Mat Blessings be Tiunb. 
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Most of the instruments ai-c varieties of the guitar, 
and they are not very powerful. The solos were generally 
accompanied by the drum, the man playing on it with 
his fingers as if it were a piano. The Nyastaranga is 
the most extraordinary of all, and you will probably 
mutter somethmg about travellers’ tales when I tell 
you of it. The performer puts the mouthpiece of two 
trumpets to the outside of his throat, and with a very 
little puffing and blowing and moving of his vocal 
cords, he manages to play tmies on the two trumpets, 
without any sound proceeding from himself. He played 
‘ God save the Queen ’ in this way with great success. 
"We all tried it afterwards, but could ju-oduce no sound, 
while the man himself could do it with the instrument 
against his cheek. 

When the music was over we had some tea and talk, 
and so ended our last little party here. 

Wednesday, 28 t]i . — The Maharani of Kuch Behar’s 
family came to see me to-day, and I took them all 
over the house, which interested them much. 

Then I gave away imizes at the Armenian School, 
where I was very kindly received. To-night wo dine 
with the Bayleys, and to-morrow we leave Calcutta! 
We still have some little hope of returning for a short 
time, and I should like to do so, but we can settle nothing 
at present. 
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CHAPTEE XV 
sniLA, isss 

MaKOII 29 TO NoVE 131 -'E 12 


Thursday, March 2gth, to Thursday, April 12th . — ^As 
I have been going over old rounds this week, I will not 
trouble you with many details, and will attempt no 
descriptions of the siglits I have been showing Hermie. 
Directly after breakfast on Thursday, 29th, wo took what 
will probably be our last farew'ell of Calcutta. A great 
crowd of native gentlemen and our English friends were 
collected on the steps of that lovely house to say good- 
bye to us. 

The carriages and the troops, the band and the red 
cloth, and the crowd were drawn up as usual. 

We journeyed on to Allahabad, wdiere our party 
divided. Sir Donald had been very ill in the train, and 
was carried off in a dhoolie to the hospital. D. and his 
Staff made for Eewah for two days tiger-shooting, and 
Nelly, Hermie, and Major Cooper went on to Agra with me. 

The Maharajah of Bhurtpore entertained us, and we 
were very comfortable in a nice house of his, where we 
managed to keep pretty cool. We saw the Taj, and the 
Fort, and the tomb of Etma Dowlah, and we looked in at a 
moonlight picnic at Secundra, where a number of people 
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were enjoying themselves in the dark, for the moon did not 
rise till eleven ; and we went all over the Female Medical 
School and Hospital ; and the girls did the gaol with Sir 
John Tyler, while I saw various people connected with the 
Fund. 

On Monday evening we left, and, having spent the 
night in the train, we got out at Cawnpore in the morn- 
ing and visited that sad place, the Memorial Church 
and the Memorial Well. 

I got a telegram from D. at the station, saymg that 
on their first day’s shoot they had killed two tigers, one 
of which had fallen to his own gun. 

We reached Lucknow at eleven o’clock, and came 
to Sir Auckland Colvin’s house. Archie appeared for 
luncheon, and we drove out afterwards to see him play 
polo and to visit Dick Houston. The latter is ill in 
Clandeboye’s bungalow, and is going on well, his tem- 
perature being normal, but it must be very tii-esome for 
hiTu to be laid up so long in a strange ifiace. 

This morning (April 4th) there was a public meeting 
in connection with my Fixnd here. It was at 7.30 a.m., 
a trying hour, I think, for speeches ; and when Nelly in 
poKte accents told Sir Auckland, who had spoken for 
am hour, that she supposed ‘ the time did seem much 
shorter to the person speaking than to those who were 
listening,’ he was much amused by the candour of the 
remark and said he should never forget it. 

There is a warm wind, but I find that the stuffiness 
of the house is the most trying part of the heat here. 
Personally, I prefer hot air to none at aU, but those who 
understand the climate always shut up every window, 
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and I suppose they know best. Wo Iiavt‘ *aoo( 1 aeciMiiits 
of Sir Donald, and lie will be able to eoiue hero with 0. 
to-morrow. 

D. has written me an account of his day's sliooiinp;, 
and I cannot do better tlian copy it lor you. Jlo hays; 
‘We sj)ent yesterday veiy quietly, and 1 made up my 
mail, blit in the cvenino we drove out ;iboui he\ eii iniu‘- lo 
this place, wliich is on llu‘ odjAi* of Iho jan,L;l(‘. Wr have 
been doing things very leisurely, for we did ma -lart 
this morning till ton. Wo drove* a few inih s, tlu n nid(' 
another mile, and walked a few hundred yards further 
to the place which was to be the scene of our (‘xploits. 
You must imagine a rough basaltic plateau at tlu foot 
of the hills, sparsely covered with clumps of jungle*, ;ind 
with a not very deep nullah or gorge* running through it. 
Near the edge of this nullah there risers a Idack and 
nearly precipitous rock to a height of some sixteen or 
twenty feet, on the top of which we found a carpet, 
chairs, and a hatilementod 2 )ara]>(*t. hasaltic 

rocks marked the face of the country in every* dir<H*tion. 
Having soon us fairly ostaldisluHl, our host started off 
to the head of the gorge*, wluav a i'nn\d of beattav with 
tom-toms, drums, and bugles were <lra\vn up, and, after 
waiting about an hour, \vo heard them toMMung as tluy 
approached iis. Owing to the lie of 11 le ground and 
other precautions, any* tiger that cauu* was bi)an<l to pass 
in a particular direction, /.c. along u fairly open space on 
our left, and not far from our castle, 1 had bt-en partiiui- 
larly enjoined not to lire at the tiger as lu* approached 
us, but to tvait until ho should give a gootl side-shot as 
he trotted along his allotted path. We— that is to say, 
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Binning and I — therefore maintained a vigilant look- 
out, and all of a sudden we saw a great deal of excite- 
ment in the neighbourhood of another rock correspond- 
ing to our own, but some two hundred yards off, and 
presently Major Barr came back and informed us that 
there were two tigers who had ensconced themselves in a 
passage or cave in this rock, and that they were going 
to frighten them out by firing blank cartridge at them. 
Accordingly, a few minutes afterwards, a tremendous 
fusillade began, in which Bill Bcresford and the Doctor 
joined, but the beasts ^vould not move. At last, how- 
ever, one of them, the tigress as w^e thought, bolted — at 
first in the wrong direction, but eventually she was 
turned, and we saw her cantering up the hill towards us, 
Eemembering my host’s injunctions not to fire at her 
end on, but to wait until she turned along the path indi- 
cated, I abstained from shooting, but the disloyal brute, 
flying in the face of Providence, kept on her way and 
passed immediately under the rock on the wrong side, 
so that my chance was gone. Luckily Major Barr, who 
was on a sister rock just behind me, managed to get a 
shot at her as she was going away, and knocked her over. 
In the meantime the party round the rock in front of 
our machan were still trying to turn the other creature 
out, but he refused to move, and at last they sent an 
elephant round for me to kill him in his hole. Climbing 
up the basalt mount, on the top of which the whole 
society was now congregated, I was told to look down into 
a narrow cleft at my feet, and there I saw a tiger’s one eye 
gleaming at us out of the darkness. At first it was very 
difficult to distinguish anything more than this sinister 
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light, but after my sight had got a little accustomed to 
the gloom I saw half of his forehead about sixtecii or 
eighteen feet below me. Taking a steady aim, I fired, 
but nobody could sec whether he was killed or not, for 
he was too far down to be reached either by a lance or 
by any pole, nor was it possible to distinguish any por- 
tion of him on account of the narrowness of the crevice. 
At last a gentleman appeared with a bow and arrows, 
and when the beast made no sign after two or throe of 
these missiles had been fired at him, pubhc opinion began 
to credit his demise, of which hitherto they had been 
very doubtful. Indeed, great pressure was put upon me 
to fire another shot at him, but I did not wish to spoil 
the skin, as I was sure I had already hit him. This 
proved to bo the case, for my bullet had entered exactly 
between his eyes, and had broken up liis whole skull 
and brain. He was eventually dragged out, but alas ! 
when brought into camp, the sexes of the two beasts 
were found to be the reverse of what we had imagined, 
the one Barr killed being the male and mine the 
tigress. It was not a very si)orting achievement, but 
it was a singular meident in tiger-shoothig. We then 
lunched, and came quietly home to our bungalow in 
the afternoon. The day was cloudy, so that wo suflered 
no inconvenience either hrom the sun or the heat, and 
are aU very flourishing.’ 

I received this letter in the morning of Thursday, 
and D- himself arrived in the evening. 

In the early morning I went to sec a hospital and 
training school for nurses, which is a most promising 
institution. 
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Friday, 6tJi . — I took a " European morning ’ after 
having had three daj's of going out before breakfast, and 
read and -wrote all the day till five o’clock, when we ^vent 
to sec the 17 th Lancers do a musical ride. That is 
alw^ays a pretty sight. In the evening Sir Auckland had 
an illuminated garden party. The trees were hung with 
little lamps of various colours, and great candelabra were 
placed about the lawn. It all looked very gay, and the 
talukdars and descendants of the Kings of Oude, with 
smart clothes and diamond headdresses, beautified the 
scene. Two l)ands were playing in the garden, and we 
had a veiy ideasant party. 

Saturday, ytli. — We went all over the Eesideney this 
afternoon, Colonel May explaining the various positions 
to D., but as I told you all my impressions of the 
siege as derived from General Wilson, I will not repeat 
them. Tlie old Baillie Guard was again assembled, 
and this time D. was able to see them and to speak to 
them. 

A native lady came to see me. She was carried in 
a large muslin-covered palanquin, which was set down 
at the drawing-room window, and when she was about 
to crawl out of it a piece of stuff was held up to hide 
her from all curious eyes. She was very small, and 
very talkative, and bright and pleasant-looking, and as 
she was anxious to salaam the Vicei’oy I asked if he 
might come in, but she said ^ No, he must be behind the 
purdah.’ I opened D.’s door, pulling a curtain in front 
of it, and she shook hands with him round the edge of 
it. The Eani chatted away quite comfortably to the 
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sliado'w of the Yiceroy, who could see through the red 
stuff that it was a very tiny ereatui'o ho was conversing 
with. 

In the evening the taluhdars of Oude gave a party 
and i)resented a very complhnentary address to D. A 
deputation of them in lino clothes and diamond head- 
dresses came to feteli him, and drove after him to the hall, 
which, with the gardens surrounding it, was beautifully 
illuminated. The place was crowded with people, and 
the way was lined with men of the 17th Lancers ; 
at the end was a dais witli three very smart thrones 
upon it. The Viceroy sat on the biggest, with a gold 
umbrella over him, and leant his arms on the heads of 
golden lions ; the Lieutenant-Governor and I took our 
places on cither side of him. The address was read, 
first in English and then in Persian, and D. read his 
reply. After this we were decorated with the most 
splendid golden garlands. They are said to be worth 
PbS. 300 each, and are made of gold braid, with large 
round pieces of stiff embroideiy. Thej’ are very long 
and heavy, and men always look very strange and Lord 
Mayorish in them. Ornamented with these magnificent 
•wreaths, other people decorated -with less beautiful ones, 
and all the Lancer guard ■with golden garlands on, we 
went on to the verandah to look at fireworks. They 
always give me the idea of a world gone mad : to see a 
garden suddenly burst out into wheels and flames and 
sparks, to see everything twisting and twmling and 
puffing and snorting, and to hear a bang here and an ex- 
plosion there, and a whiz of a rocket somewhere else — has 
something of demoniacal possession about it, especially 
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■wheiij as is often the case, the sulphur and smoke nearly 
choke you as you gaze bewildered at the restless scene. 
I am sure Indian fireworks are much more fidgety than 
any others. 

Simdaif, 8th . — At this time of year one’s life is 
enth-ely ruled by the sun. We go to church before 
breakfast in order to avoid him, and we stay in ail 
day till five o’clock, and keep the windows shut, and 
only just before his bedtime do we venture to walk or 
drive. It is not really very hot, but the weather is 
most disagreeable, for between 9 a.m. and 6 p.ii. a 
strong wind blows, and the air is full of dust, which 
has all the effect of a mist ; if the window is open for 
a moment everything blows about, the doors bang, and 
the curtams fly, and one’s writmg-paper is covered with 
grit, and it is altogether very irritating. This is the 
way the hot season begins, and day by day the wind 
gets hotter and hotter till it scorches you as though it 
came out of an oven. The sound of a strong wind on 
a warm day is very depressing — there is something un- 
natural about it. 

We have been so disappointed. We were just going 
to start for Kashmir, but cholera has broken out on the 
route, and we have to give up our joiuney there. We 
are too large a party to go anywhere else at a moment’s 
notice, and so we are forced to return to Simla at once. 
Even that place is full of disappointment and difficulties. 
The new house is not ready, and we have to get into the 
old one once more. Three of our bungalows are let, and 
Blanche and Ered will be a long way off, and we shall 
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feel very unsettled and uncomfortable. Our servants 
are on leave, and our goods on the road, and our horses 
and saddles are on their way to Kashmir, so it is all most 
inconvenient. We shall also put out all the people who 
mean to go up to Simla on Saturday, as the road must 
be cleared for us, and they may not be able to get another 
dak for a long time. 

Tuesday^ loili, — D. has been very busy during his 
stay, making himself thoroughly acquainted with Luck- 
now. He has studied the siege and all the positions, 
and has been to the Courts of Justice to see the native 
magistrates sitting, to a District Board, and to a round 
of schools, beginning at the primary and going upwards. 
He received another Mahometan deputation, who pre- 
sented a very complimentary address. 

Wednesday, iith , — ^We left Lucknow this morning, 
and are, alas ! bound for Simla. Every day the news 
about our house gets worse and -worse, and its state of 
unpreparedness is hopeless. 

Travelling is pretty hot now, but we arrange to have 
short days, and stopped at Moradabad for the night. 

Saturday, i4.th, to Thursday, May $rd , — Here we are 
once more, having slept at Pinjore and driven up on a 
lovely day. Simla looks quite pretty this year, so much 
greener than usual, and with rhododendron-trees covered 
with the most lovely flowers. 

The little cottage into which we have to squeeze is a 
tighter fit than ever,, and the girls’ maids greatly object 
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to slouping ill tlio yame room, and eaiinoL believe tliat 
I am not concealing from tliom vast empty apartments 
wliicli they inigliL inhabit. 

YIo could not resist, walking up to see how the new 
building looked, and 1 must say the outside is in a very 
mipromising condition. Stones and stoiie-cutters, and 
sheds, and scailoldiiig, occupy the whole front; the road 
is like a mountain torrent, and the lioilors for the electric 
machine arc only now being dragged up the hill. Inside 
also there is mLK'h to be done, and if we get into it in two 
months we shall be lucky^ I do want to live there 
very much, for the house is beautiful and the views 
from it are t[uito splendid. Simla scenery is seen to 
greater advantage from it than from any other place I 
know. 

Owing to our sudden return here our establishment 
is not at all complete. The body-guard is absent. Some 
horses and saddles arc maldng a tour in Kashmir. The 
stores arc on the road. Half the servants are on leave, 
and the furniture in my rooms is partly in old covers 
matching the curtains here, and partly in new ones 
matching those in the other house. I no sooner arrange 
the drawing-room than a large sofa disappears and 
leaves a vacaiit space, and I am told it is gone to be 
re-covered — so I feel that I shall get more and more un- 
comfortable and untidy-looking until I take up my abode 
in that palace on Observatory Hill. 

We are dropping into all our old ways here, riding 
round Jakko, and working at something or other all the 
morning. 

We are beginning to think about the Annual Charity 
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(xardon Frio, Trliicli in io 1)0 on Hay 26, and by way of 
iiovcdtioR I am to liave a dog sliow, and an oxhiln- 

tion of silver. Lord William lias some beanLiful l)0\\'ls 
and racing cn[)S, and wo have some lovely atbii'oss boxes, 
so tliat it will bo wortli seeit:g. 

Tilt' Luke of Orlt'ans stayed a few days in Simla on 
his way to join the 6otli liiflv'S at Chakrata. llis shoot- 
ing expedition was most siiccessfnl. Tlioy killed twenty- 
ont' tigcas, In-sidos hundreds of dt'or and small Inrds. 
Tlie Luke got C'igbt tigers to his own gun, and had on 
one occasion a real adventure. There was a tiger in a 
sort of chI (Jo me, and he attempted to enter it on his 
elephant. The ground was soft, and the elepliant knelt 
on his fore-legs to get down some little bank ; at tiiis 
moment the tiger jumped on to the howdah in wliich 
the Duke was, broke his gun, and happily also the 
side of the howdah. Wion that gave way the tiger 
fell off backwartls, tlio elephant ran away, a lirauch 
of a tree swept the Duke out of the remains of Iho 
howdah on to tlui hack of the elephant, and two guns 
were fired olT in the scrimmage. Jfehad a wonderful 
escape. 

I must not get on too fast, however, and must hdl 
you that on Friday afternoon I liad a very long jind 
busy afternoon with my Committee. Ifajor Cooper re- 
tired from it on this occasion, and lEr. Lawrence took 
his place. 

I proposed a vote of thanks to the former, who has 
given me invalua])le assistance from the first inaugura- 
tion of the' medical work until now. Sir Charles Aitchison 
seconded it, and spoke very nicely of the courtesy and 
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attention Major Cooper had always shown in his official 
relations with the branches. 

My new secretary, Mr. Lawrence, came to do business 
wdth me for the first time a day or two later. I am very 
lucky in getting him. He is really interested in the 
Fund, and is working up the whole thing in a most 
IDractical way. 

TJuirsdaij, 2 ^th . — The day of the State Ball, and par- 
ticularly interesting to me as Hermie ' came out ’ at 
it. The ball was a very good one, people seemed so 
gay, and tlie night was so lovely that many sat out, and 
our little house did not get too crowded. 

Friday, 2 S^//. — The house is turned upside down for 
my annual fete ! In the conservatory all my goods 
are collected. In the drawing-room a platform has 
been put up for the singers in the cafe chantant. 
The ball-room is now a regular theatre, with a stage at 
one end, and rows of chairs filling it. The dining- 
room is entirely taken up as an exhibition, silver cups, 
boxes, trowels, &c., being displayed on tiers of shelves 
put up there. We, the inhabitants, have to live in 
the A.D.C.S’ room, which is the only unoccupied one 
downstairs. Our lawn has three large and two small 
Shamianas put up on it for our tea, our stalls, the fish- 
pond, the raffles, and the old woman who lives in a shoe. 
The bank is in a summer-house there, and a photo- 
grapher is to perambulate the grounds and to take 
pictures. A fortune-teller will sit in a recess on the 
verandah, and ail our terraces, wdiich are at one end of 
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tliG house, arc taken up for the dog sliow. If only the 
weather will hold up, " there's luillions in it.’ 

In the evoniiig we had a rehearsal of the little piece 
to be performed to-morrow afternoon, which is called ‘ The 
Rose of Stinging-nettle Farm,’ and the actors, Colo.ml 
Oliamhcrlain, Mr. Williams, ]\[r. Luke, Mr. Hobday, and 
Mr. Hemming, dined with us before. 

Saitinhti/, 26th, — The weather perfect, and all our 
preparations going on apace. Jack and Lord Jlinning 
worked away putting tables and chairs, Chinese lanterns, 
and other decorations in their cafe chantant, and every 
one else was as busy as they. Tlio dogs began to arrive 
about twelve, and the barking sounded most cheerful, 
especially as each l)arkor had paid two rnpec^s for showing 
himself. The judges began their work early, and had 
not nearly finished by luncli-timc. Wc went down with 
them afterwards to have a private \’ic'w, Thoivj were 
120 dogs, and it was a very good show. The hig ones 
lay under trees outside, and all the little, onc^s werc‘. in 
stalls under a Shamiana. Herinic svn<s so distippointed at 
not being able to show her ^ Peter,' ash(i lias got juickly 
heat badly, and did not look i)retty enough to be 
(exhibited. 

By four o’clock everything was ready, and the place 
looked very gay and fete-like. The Mayo School 
arrived lirst — fifty-four children t 3 ’(^.a.lc'd ])y Genera , 1 
Chesney, and each with a rupee in iho.ir ])ock{‘ts, given 
them by La-dy Aitchison to take t\ro dips fi'om the fish- 
])ond. The fete autliorifcies gave thorn a IVce tea, so they 
enjoyed themselves very much. 
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The more fashionable company arrived soon after, 
and all was bustle and amusement till Gi,i>ht o’clock. The 
pond, and the luckj--box, and the shoe, and the cafe 
chantant, and the dogs were all very attractive, and 
the children w’ho came were laden with toys, and every- 
body seemed pleased and satisfied. 

Our accounts are not quite made up yet, but we shall 
have over Es. 4,000 for the hospital. 

Friday, June ist — There were very heavy showers in 
the afternoon, but I managed to get to Mrs. Madden’s 
house, where we had a distribution of the Work Society’s 
clothes. It was very satisfactory — there were such piles 
of well-made, nice things for the four charities wo help. 

Monday, 4th . — Sir Frederick found that his annual 
Eton dinner would bo so small this year that he asked 
all the ladies of the Etonians’ families to dine too. There 
were ten ‘Eton boys ’ present, and Sir E. made a nice 
little speech. Lord Binning had a dress rehearsal, and 
could not come, but we took Dick Houston instead. Sir 
Frederick’s son was the yomigest jpresent, and D. and 
Mr, Bayley, a Bombay judge, were, I suppose, the seniors. 
Colonel Morton, who sat on one side of me, had also been 
at Mr. Walton’s, D.’s first school. It was a pity that 
Archie was not here in time for the dinner. 

In the evening a few more people came, and there was 
dancing. 

Tuesday, ^tli . — The Simla races began to-day, and 
the weather caused everyone the greatest anxiety. 



i8S8 


THE SIMLA HACKS 


Captain Burn, nyLo has been starving for wo(‘ks, and who 
lias just roacdied the proper \veight, is most jinxious io 
get the races over tliat he may eat and drink again, and 
other oilicers vdio have only conn* up to Simla 03 i short, 
leave, bringing their racehorses with them, are 
fearful of their being postponed. ^\'hen there has ])e<'n 
rain liere, tlio ground gets so slippery that the sluir]> 
turns on the tiny Annandale course a, re positively 
dangerous, and all the riders are nervous on that score. 
I-bnvevcr, tluy decided to risk it, and they did manage 
to have Wo races, hut during the second one a tre- 
mendous storm came on, and Captain Burn won it in a 
downpour. The spectators all crowded into the stand, 
and watched ^Yith amusement the jockeys, grooms, and 
natives wlio had no shelter. One man turned up the 
tails of his long coat, squatted down on his lu^cds, and sat 
thus, motionless, under a thin wiiite cotton lunbrcdJa, 
through w’hich the rain came freely, for a good ([Uartor of 
an hour, and until the advancing puddles invaded his 
toes. Others got under the Sliamiana, where the cloths 
on the refreslunent-tal)les had turned blue with the rain, 
and a large party of men w^alked about under a long rug 
which they had taken up from tlu‘ ground. It ran rain 
here, and you would scarcely believe, bow soon ilry ground 
becomes a lake, and how the water pours olV Ihe roofs in 
sheets and comes out of the pipes in torrents. Jt was 
hopeless to wait till it w^as over, and wtt had to jjass 
tlirough some very respectalde little riv(u*s across our 
patli as w'c went home. This rain is ratlujr tlisagret^able 
coming so near the monsoon, which it will not diminish 
in the very least. 
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Sundaiff Julij 15 . — I went up to the new house this 
afternoon, and it did look lovely. It was one of Simla’s 
most beautiful moments, between showers, when clouds 
and hills, and light and shade, all combine to produce 
the most glorious effects. One could have spent hours 
at the window of my unfurnished boudoir, looldng out 
on the plains in the distance, with a great rhor flowing 
through them ; at the variously shajDed hills in the fore- 
ground, brillianLly coloured in parts, and softened down 
in others by the fleecy clouds floating ovc]* them or 
nestling in the valleys between them. The approaching 
sunset, too, made the horizon gorgeous with red and 
golden and pale-blue tints. The result of the whole was 
to make me feel that it is a gi’eat pity that we shall have 
so short a time to live in a house surrounded by such 
magnificent views. 

The house too, now that it approaches completion, 
looks so W’ell, and perhaps this is a good opportunity to 
give you some idea of it. 

The entrance-hall is the great feature of it. The 
staircase goes up from it, and there are stone pillars 
dividing it from a wide corridor leading to the state rooms, 
and both hall and corridor are open to the top of the 
house, three storeys. This gives an appearance of space 
and height which is very grand. The corridor opens 
into the ball-room with a large arch ; and a similar arch 
at one end of the ball-room opens into the big drawing- 
room, which is a lovely room, furnished with gold and 
brown silks, and with large bow-windows, and a small 
round tower recess off it. Sitting in it you look down 
the ball-room, the colouring of which is of a lighter yeUow. 
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IL is a very line vooin, and outside the tlinudn-' s|\iee 
there is j)lenty of room for sittiie^, as the ^v^^U is iuucli 
broken up into pillars, leavinj* a sort of round iL 

At one side, in one of these s])aces, there are ilui lar;:\e 
doors of the dining-room. It is a he*uiiiful ruoni. Ltha> 
a In^Ii panelling of it'ak, aloin^ tht' top of whieii art 
sliiekis v^'ith tile nils <v,id eorouoLs of a,ii t!u‘ Vieerovs, and 
of the most ceh'lirated (iovenior-Generals, jind sdxae that 
Spanish J(‘ath(‘r in rich dd.rk eoloui’s. Thi* {-nriains avi^ 
crimson. There is a small dra\\in;j;-roonu fnniish<^d in 
hlue. These are all uu oiu' side, of the hall. On the 
otlier side is the Gouncil-room, the A.D.C.s’ r.ioui, rrivaie 
Secretary’s office, &c. 

Upstairs, thf‘ Viceroy's study and my houdoir ai\j 
next to each other, and my views are, a.s 1 liave said, 
{j[uito splendid. ]).’s room is rather ch:rk and serious- 
looking. The colouring of mine is a bright sort of lirowiip 
and it has a very large )>ow ^Yindo\v and a tower-room 
recess, which Is nearly all glass, like the one in th(^ 
drawing-room. Tlu‘ ghds will liave a similar sitting-room 
above me, and all our bedrooms are equally nice. 

The newest feature of the. house, as an Judian liousiu 
is the basemeiiL. Hlffices’ are ahm'^st unknown lienu 
and linen, cliina, plal(', and stores are accnslomed to take* 
their chance in verandahs or godowns of tlie X’oughesi. 
description. Now each has its own jilace, and there, is, 
moreover, a laundry in the house. Ilow tlio dhohioswiO 
like it at first I don’t laaow. ‘What they are ac<uistomcd 
to is to squat on the brink of a cold stream, and there 
to fiog and batter our wretched garments against tlic 
hard stones until they think them clean. Now lhc‘y will 
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be condemned to Tvarm water and soap, to mangles and 
ironing and drying rooms, and they will probably think it 
all very unnecessary, and will perhaps faint witli the heat. 

We are sending things up to the house, and hope to 
sleep in it on Monday. 

Momlay, 23?yZ.— W e really inhabit the new Viceregal 
Lodge to-day, so I left the old directly after breakfast, 
just returning there for an hour at lunch-time, and 
busied myself the whole day arranging my room and my 
things, and the furniture in the drawing-rooms. Happily 
the weather was very tolerable, and our beds got up here 
dry. 

D. and the girls did not come near the ])lace till dinner- 
time, when everything was brilliantly lighted up by the 
electric light. It certainly is very good, and the lighting 
up and putting out of the lamps is so simple that it is 
quite a i)leasure to go round one’s room touching a 
button here and there, and to experiment with various 
amounts of light. 

After dinner we went down to look at the kitchen, 
which is a Si 3 lendid apartment, with white tiles six feet 
high all round the walls, looking so clean and bright. 
We sit in the smaller drawing-room, wiiicli is still a little 
stiff and company-like, but it will soon get into our w^ays 
.and be more comfortable. 

Tuesday, 24^/^. — The fog closed round us this morn- 
ing, determined that, though w^e might rejoice over the 
inside of our house, we should see nothing of the views 
from it. We had a little ride in the afternoon. 
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rickshaw to escape them ; that a stable in the neigh- 
bourhood has come down bodily ; and that a hotel, full 
of guests, is hanging by a thread to tlie side of a very 
shaky hill. These effects are all ])3-odiiced by ' drizzling.’ 

On Tuesday the Minister from Hyderabad who is 
here, with se^'en other gentlemen, was received in aur- 
bar, the first held in this house. Dr. Lawrie, the Civil 
Surgeon there, came with them, and I saw him after 
lunch. Ho has a Female Medical Class at Hyderabad, 
and the Minister is doing his very best to forward our 
Medical Selienie. 

We liad our iirst entertainment in our new house to- 
night. It looked perfectly lovely, and one could see that 
everyone was quite astonished at it and at the softness 
of the light. Fij'st tvc had a large dinner — sixty-six people 
at one long table. The electric light is enough, but as 
candelabras ornament the table wo had some on it. At 
one end of the room there was a sidel)oard covered with 
gold plate, &c., and at the other end double doors were 
open, and across the ball-room one sa^v the band which 
played during dinner. 

We had all the Council and ^ personages ’ of Simla, and 
the Minister, Asman Jah, from Hyderabad, who brought 
his suite. After dinner people began to arrive for the 
dance. When not dancing, everyone was amused roam- 
ing about the new rooms, and going up to the first floor, 
whence they could look down upon the party. 

Thursdai/y ^oth . — I am afraid D. has had to decide 
upon sending a punitive expedition to the Black Moun- 
tain. The tribes there have been troublesome for some 
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time, and lately Idlkul two Jhdiish : still c‘ven 

a tiny war is a painful necessity. Ihnvi'ver, nil the 
soldiers are in a ^rcat slate of oxcilemont. Captain 1 lr:*u 
and Lord Binning arc !)olh going, and 1 iK^ievo Kdwanl 
Flctclier's regiment is likt‘ly to l)o ordered tlu're. 

We shall bo left almost without A.D.C.s. Arelilos 
Cai)tam Jhirn, Lord Binning, Fred, j*hl\\a/d, all V'ill lu' 
absent in October. ?\Iaj(a- Cooper is (tyim; ir. go io the 
Black Jlomitain, a]id Lord William \\ill |)rol)al)ly he. in 
a fever over the little war -which he is noi at ! 

Mondaij, Septemher lolh . — Bir Thomas Baker is stay** 
ing with us. 

Tlie weather is quite perfect now, and wc art' able* to 
make afteiaioon engagements without any fear of Itang 
stopped by a deluge. Wo wxmt to tea witli Mr. Bc(»l>le, 
who had some pretty Indian cottons to show' us. 

Colonel Lang, wiio came out in the 'Viii^munia with 
ns, dined lierc ; he is most cheery, and w’c tallced over 
the events of our passage out and of the lessons in 
Hindustani wliiclx he used to give us on btnird. We were 
going on to a ball given to us by the Masons. It was 
in the Towm Hall, and w^as a very ]n*titt} onltTlain- 
ment. When W'e arrived there, w'c w<‘rc met at the door 
by a number of gentlemen in a])rons, sasbc's, w'hito 
cloaks, and black cloaks, red tunics, stars, crosses, medal- 
lions, orders and emblems of all sorts and kinds. Some 
of them carried long silver sticks with a dove on the top 
of each, and these marched before us, and we w'ent in 
procession down the room betw^cen lines formed by tlio 
rest of the brethren- When we reached the dais, llu' 
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Grand Master made me a little speech, and presented me 
witli a Masonic jewel, which I wore throughout the night. 
Then one l>rother asked if they ' should cease labour,' and 
the reply should have been that 'labour should cease and 
recreation should begin,' but Brother B., who had to say 
this, got confused, and said the usual word 'relVesh- 
ment ' instead of ' recreation,’ which rather marred the 
solemnity of the proceedings. Then the Masons sang a 
short song and the dancing began. 

I danced with the District Grand Master, who gave 
mo much niformation as to the emblems and decora- 
tions. The room was very pretty indeed, and every- 
thing about it was allegorical; it required a deal of 
explanation to understand it all. The balconies wore 
covered with light blue, which meant one thing, and the 
place where I was to sit with darker blue, which meant 
another. And there were shields with strange devices 
hanging everywhere, and there were gridirons and 
hammers and tools of every description used as orna- 
ments ; and all the brethren were so smart, and orders 
had been issued for officers to come in full dross, so it 
was a very gay sight. 

We stayed till twelve, and then marched away in 
procession, the Masons singing a song and sending us 
off with three cheers. The ball-room w^as beautifully 
lighted and had an excellent floor, and all the arrange- 
ments were very good, and it was very amusing. The 
girls enjoyed it immensely, and were sorry to have to 
come away early. 

The New Club was burnt down in the night, and 
many of the ball-givers went to help to put it out on 
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their -way homo. The men who heion,;; lo h, aiul wlio 
were livinf> in houMOH close hv, are ))et‘'ihi,‘> llieir iirt'ak- 
fast this morning; but T believe. w<‘ are goine, lo leml 
thorn tents, so they will set np lor themselves again ihis 
afternoon. 

Wc dinoci with Genora.l Ohosney, nbo bad a little 
concert afterwards. 

ThiirKihiii, 13///.- We began the morning b^' siftings 
innnmerablu to a photogi-aiiher. (iroups of the HtaiT 
with ns, groups of the Staff alone, the ladies, the 
re.d-coatcd servants and minor satellites — dhobics, 
cooks, godown men, &e., &c. — and lastly some of the 
hody-gnard. These will bo very interesting soavenirs 
to have. Then the girts and I went off to .Mnsholn-a, 
to spend a day in the woods witli Lady lloborts. We 
slept there, and so had twenty-fonr honrs of country 
air. We lunched out, and had tea out and walked 
about, and in the evening played a UTiting game. 

Fridai;, 14^/;.— Wo did nothing all the morning — a 
delightful employment — and then drossi'd in oiir habits 
and walked to a j>icnie idace, whore we first, ale lunch 
and then tea, and after that rode home. 

I), was glad to have ns hack, lie has done nothing 
hut his everlasting business, his usual police-accompanied 
walk, and some ga.mes of billiards. 

I have forgotten to mention that f was ‘at home’ on 
Tuesday morning, and received 300 visitors, mostly ladies. 

MnrxJai/, 17th . — The tennis tournament in our tennis- 
court is going on now, and wc went to see a game be- 
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tween the Maharajah of Kuch llehar and l\fr. Irwin of 
the Foreign Office, both very good playor.-i. 'L'ho former 
won. A few people came to see the mateli, and wo had 
tea near the court for them. Bir Thomas Baker has 
left, and Sir Oliver St. John is slaying with ns. 

Tuesday, i8th . — The cliildron came to practise their 
Lancers and country dance for my fancy ball, 

Wrdncsdaii, iQth - — Such a terribly wid day ! TJiere 
is a cyclone going on which has spread nearly all over 
the coTintry, and wo are now having tlu! ta,il of it. The 
weather map is most curious, the direction of the wind 
being marked on it. A small circle l)egins in the Bay 
of Bengal, and, getting wider and wider, it readies to 
the West of India and takes in the whole centre of the 
continent. We could not go out all day, and had our 
first had night of the season for a large party. 

General McQueen, wlio is to command the Black 
Mountain Expedition, sat liy mo. I-fo is a vewy plea- 
sant, nice, and cheery man. He knows most of the 
frontier tribes well, and told me .some interesting things 
about thorn. He said that wounding their men piuiishos 
them much more severely thim killing them, as they 
have the trouble of looking after the woundcjd, and the 
sight of them is a perpetual and disagi'ooablc reminder 
of ‘ the English,’ whereas the dead arc burled and for- 
gotten at once. He told me that two days after a 
light with some Afridis the chief brought a wounded 
man and laid him at his door, saying, ‘ There, you 
wounded him ; it is youi’ business to cure him.’ General 
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McjQueon had tlio man attc‘iuIod to f(‘r l\\o inuutlis. 
Another of the laic enemy eamc and l)OtTo\veil mom^y 
from the General to buy a wife ^wliieh lie boiieslly Re- 
paid) ; but unfortunately the story did not t^tul well, for 
she was No. 4, and the borrower told the Geaerai aHer- 
wards that he had never liad a nioinent's peaec‘ siiiee lu‘ 
took her home. 

IFany jieoplo wt'ro prewnUal ])y 11 u* weatlnT from 
coming to tlie dance which ibllowc^d tlio dinner. 

Tnciidai}, 2S//i, — In the e\ening a si)lendid fai’evell 
ball was given us liy the Simla ('liib ; in fact, Ijj- Simla 
society iu general. The Town Hall was beautifully de- 
corated with Iduc and 3^cllow muslins, which were drapo<l 
so as to cover the whole of the bare walls. 

At cither end w^ere two largo crescents and h<‘ai*ts, 
which are our crests. nAMyone was in full dress, 
and the room looked most brilliant. Ai supper General 
Cliesney proposed D.'s heallh in a very nice, sptiecli, just 
the right length, light, and complimtaitavy iii a ]deasaut 
way. D. was eqiialty fortunate in lus s‘t‘[)ly. I ho}.e 
both the speeches will be in the ])ape}*, and that 1 may 
send them to yon. ^Y(5 romaine<l till tlie very caul, and 
all came away deiightc‘d with the oiitevtaiiimont. 

D. had a telegram from Gnaihoug, vhiclt yt)ii m\iy 
know lietter as Sikkim, to say that Gcaierai Graham 
had had a decisive victory; 400 of thost‘ foolish peoido, 
who would not make peace, were killed, while on our sidci 
we have only two scvorelj', and eight slightly', wonnd(‘d. 

Thursday, 27///. — This afternoon [ laid luv fiiucy hall 
for children. It was the most lovcdy sight, and all tlie, 
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dear little children that are here looked charming. There 
was one Cupid who was fascinating to a degree— Guy 
Anderson hy name ; in a light pink silk body, flesh- 
coloured tights, and white feather wings he looked the 
character to perfection. Ho does not speak very plamly, 
and kept telling everyone, ‘ I’s tupid,’ which he certainly 
did not look. 

Guy was one of the most successful characters. As 
a Viceregal A. 1 ).C. he looked a real little gentleman, 
and D. says he had evidently ‘formed himself’ on 
Captain Burn and Lord William Beresford combined. 
His bows to mo always secured the applause of the 
spectators, and I hope his photograph in the dross will 
do him justice. He wore the medals of the Crimean and 
Chinese wars ! Little Ivuch Behar had the 9th Lancer 
uniform, perfect in every detail ; the girl was a gipsy. 
There were more Cupids, and some dear little old- 
faslrioned dresses, and several beautifully made uniforms, 
but it is impossible to attempt any real account of the 
costumes. 

I dhided the spectators into two sets, asking some at 
one hour and some at another ,- the children came from 
4.30 till 7.30. The first half of the entertainment was by 
daylight, but when tea was ready the curtains were 
drawn and the electric light shone forth, and the party 
went on crescendo! The ball opened with a grand 
march, which showed off all the dresses and was exceed- 
ingly pretty. Then we had the singing Lancers and 
the Swedish Dance— a sort of Sir Eoger. In every case 
the partners marched into the room singing. Tea was 
at six; a hundred and fifty children were seated at 
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round tables in the dining-room, and by that Lime they 
were very glad to sit still and oat and rest. Ttlion they 
came out, however, it seemed as if the tea, or the light, 
had got into their heads, for they all began to dance and 
jump about in a way they had not attempted before. 
One mite, dressed as the British baby, a sweet little 
thing, got so excited that her parents -were ))ewildorcd, 
and said, ‘We don’t know what has come to her, she 
has become so independent,’ and so they took lier to an 
empty drawing-room, where she ran wildly about butting 
the sofas with her head and getting rid of her exuboi'aut 
spirits in safety. Towards the end one child said to 
me, ‘ We are asked to go at half-past seven : is it thu.:. o ' 
but we had a good many extra dances, or romps, for 
them. 

Monday, October Silt . — I went to Mrs. Ifadden's 
early in the afternoon to assist at the distribution of 
the clothes provided by our little W'ork Society. It has 
been wonderfully successful, and this year we have had 
over one thousand now garments to give to tire fom- 
charities for which we work. 

After that I went on to a matinee at which Colonel 
G-ordon Young read a scene out of ‘ Tho llivals ’ and Mrs. 
Sinkinson and Mr. Burt sang a very innlty duet out of 
the ‘ Trovatore.’ 

Sir Alec Wilson came up from Calcutta to stay witlr 
us. Ho has never been here before. The summer at 
Calcutta has been exceedingly hot, and tho thermometer 
there is still over ninety, so he enjoys the change 
immensely. 
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Tuesday, gtJi. — I was ‘at home’ to visitors this 
morning ; early in the afternoon D. received the Eajah 
of Nahun in durhai', and I had a very long Committee 
meeting. We were discussuag some very important 
questions, and did a great deal of business. We gave 
some further grants-in-aid, which will be very welcome 
to the institutions which receive them, and decided upon 
setting up a permanent office and paid clerk. Then I 
took a long walk with Sir Alec Wilson and Hermie, and 
only came in just in time to dress for dinner. 

Wednesday, loth. — In the evening we had a dinner 
and our last Indian dance. People are begmning to go, 
but still we had a goodly assembly, and everyone seemed 
to enjoy it very much. 

Thursday, nth. — I went to give prizes at the Mayo 
School, the Bishop presiding. The school is as success- 
ful as it is possible for a school to be, and the inspec- 
tor’s report was satisfactory in' every way. Colonel 
Waterfield is with us now. 

Friday, i 2 th. — I have been on an expedition to-day. 
A religious festival is held once a year on the top of 
a steep hill m this neighbourhood, called Tara Devi. 
Sacrifices are offered to Devi, and the people who come 
to worship also manage to amuse themselves during the 
two days devoted to the feast. We started off from here 
at eleven o’clock ; our riding party consisting of Sir 
James and Lady Lyall, Hermie, Mrs. O’G-orman, and 
myself, with Colonel Waterfield, Sir Alec Wilson, Major 
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Cooi)er, and Mr. Pennell. We rode down the Tonga road 
for some way, and tlion made a very slec'p a seen t to a 
place where a tent was pitched and wl^ero, before we 
moved on further, we liad luncheon. The day and the 
view wore lovely, and the roads were coven-d with gtiily 
dressed people on tlie way to the fcir. Later in the 
afternoon wo walked iip to it, and waichod the forest ol* 
whirligigs, a series of baskets which revolve like* the 
fans of a windmill, and which to a sj^ectntor mw wiy 
suggestive of the )nal de aim They were idled with 
the most brilliant turbans and saris and pairs of k‘g 
packed away into the smallest possible spaein Tlic 
Piajah of the district, who presides over tlic ceremonies 
of the day, arrived soon, and proceeded to crawl into a 
little temple, where he said his prayers. When lie 
emerged thence, a number of slendor-nccked goats 
were ready for him, and, as soon as he had anointed 
them, they were placed in front of a red woodc‘.n god, 
and with one blow of a sharp sword their heads were 
severed from their bodies and rolled at tho feet of tlic 
god. The execution was so very instanlanooiis that ifc 
did not appear cruel, hut we thought that tlu^ thick 
necks of two buffaloes w'hich were next to he sacadJiced 
presented more difficulties, so we retired from the scene 
before they were offered up. Wo walked down the liil], 
stopping half-way to have tea, and then }‘odc home. 

Saturday, I3i7(. — ^Wc had to-clay ourlaKt big diiiiu'r 
here, and our last great function anywliere. T am im- 
pressing upon the reignuig Yicoroy tJiat never mort' vill 
he sit upon a throne and p(!rform regal cerennonies. but 
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he docs not seem to mind in the least. He had to hold 
a Grand Chapter of the Orders of the Star of India and 
of the Indian Empire. It was in the evening, and the 
new house shone forth more successfully than ever as a 
Government House, and the ball-room proved an ex- 
cellent place for holding durbars. 

We had a dinner party first, at which several native 
gentlemen, talukdars from Oude, dined, as well as most 
of the gentlemen who were about to be decorated. We 
had also asked a great number of people to come in the 
evening to sec the investiture. The Viceroy’s throne 
was at the far end of the ball-room, and seats for two 
hundi’cd persons were arranged down either side, which, 
when filled -with ‘ full dresses,’ looked very gay and 
pretty. I had a place near the throne. The Chapter 
of the Star of India was first held. A procession was 
formed which marched along the gallery and up to the 
throne. First came the Under- Secretary of the Foreign 
Department, then Mr. Durand, the Secretary of the 
Order, robed in white satin lined with pale blue ; then 
followed the members of the two Orders and the 
Viceroy’s suite, and lastly His Excellency the Grand- 
Master in his pale-blue satin robes, and wearing the 
insignia of the Order of the Star of India. 

As soon as all were seated, the Secretary informed 
the Viceroy of the business before the Chapter, and 
received permission to go on with it. First came the 
investiture of the Eajali of Nahun with the G.C.S.I., 
which entailed the putting on of the ribbon, robe, and 
collar of the Order, and took some time. After him came 
Sir James Lyall, wlio had to be knighted, and some other 
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gcntlomcn wiio -were made' Companions. ^Vllon lliis Chap- 
ter was over, the procession rc-formctl and walked out. 

The next ceremony was the investiture oi‘ si'veral 
gentlemen with the Most Emimait Order of the Indian 
Empire. The Secretary, the Grand Master, and Sir 
Frederick Eo])crts w’ore the robes and insignia, of that 
Order, wdiich arc nearly Idack. and wdiicLi Ioc)k veiy 
handsome. The same proceedings wer<‘ gone thiauigh 
as before, and at the end llie procession marcdu^l aw'ay to 
unrobe, and the spectators dispersed into ihe drawiiig- 
room and refreshment-room. The ceremony w’as really 
very beautiful to look at, and has made a good oilicial 
ending to our duties hero. 

Monday, I think I have already fold you 

that Herniic and I vrere jdanning to desert our family 
and to go on a little trip into the interior. It is an 
expedition which has been arranged each year, and 
always given up at the last monuiut. This W'O IVol is 
our one chance ; and as neither 1>. nor Nolly \vill come*, 
■we have decided to go hy ourselves, getting Ihijor Cooper 
and Jack to accompany us. 

We were anxious to make the llrst day’s jourmy 
as easy as possible, so Lady Elliott, wdio lives near 
Mushobra, asked us to luncheon, and hy driving part 
of the way, then going in rickshaws, and then riding a 
short distance, we got to her house without any bitigue. 

Fagu w’as the place we stopped at for the night. 
This was our first experience of stopping in dak ])unga- 
low^s ; and as we wanted to miike the change from home 
as great as possible, wo brought no provisions with us. 
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and resolved to leave eveiylbing to tlie man in charge of 
the bungalow. I don’t know whether you understand 
what a dak bungalow is. It is a house kept up by the 
Grovernment for travellers. The only furniture in it 
consists of chaii's, tables, and bedsteads, and the traveller 
pays one rupee a day for the use of these. The food 
provided by the man in charge is paid for separately, but 
it is not necessary to consider ‘ the good of the house,’ 
and people often bring their own pro'^usions with them. 
Everyone has a right to spend twcnty-foin hours in a 
dak bungalow, but at the end of that time he must turn 
out if it is wanted for new arrivals. Should the house 
be quite fuU, it is ordained in the rules that half of it 
should be given to ladies ; and travellers who are absolute 
strangers often have to double up together. 

We found our apartments most comfortable such 
good fires, and such a nice dinner, and our own warm 
blankets on the charpoy of the country. We dined and 
went to bed early, and had a very good night. I had 
had some doubts about this, for withHermie in my room 
I also had to have ‘ Peter,’ and as before bedtime he 
barked loudly at every sotmd, I feared he would have 
gone on doing so all night. HappUy he was sleepy too, 
and remained quiet. 

Tuesday, — We breakfasted at eight, and started 

on our way soon after. Fagu, and the way to it, was 
ugly, but to-day our ride began to be very beautiful — such 
fine mountain scenery and such lovely weather for en- 
joying it. The snowy ranges in the distance were clear, 
the nearer mountains of various beautiful colours, and 
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all the little valleys and sides of the hills aloni» which 
rode particularly bright and warm-looking, w’iih pati'hcs 
and small fields of brilliant orange and crimson, Iijo 
colours of a particular croj), of which there* is a grea-t 
deal here, but for which I caimot discover the English 
name. 

We walked and rode till about one, when wo stopped 
by the wayside and had a very good luntdi and a long 
rest, and then we rode on again to jMattiana, where we 
spent the night. The bungalow hero is most comfort- 
able, and has a lovely view from it. After \ve andved we 
took a walk along the top of a spur, and passed by the 
tent of an unfortunate couple who have been turned 
out of the bungalow for us. This is the excuse, but the 
real truth is that they have been here for fifteen days, 
that they have paid for nothing, and that the man in 
charge is only too glad to get rid of them. They will 
have a very cold night, I fear. 

Wedneadni}, lytli , — We liave had a real hard day of 
mountain \valking. There is a high road between Matliana 
andNarkunda, but we had been strongly advised to climb 
over the range instead of going round it, and 1 think Iho 
views we saw did repay us for our labour. We started 
at nine o'clock on our horses, hut very soon had to 
abandon them as the paths wore so excessively narrow 
and precipitous, in many places more like staircases than 
anything else. We had two dandies with us, in which 
Hermie and I were occasionally carried, but we walked 
a great part of the way. The scenery was really splendid, 
and some of the views of the snowy ranges most exteiisive 
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and ‘ Himalayan.’ What more expressive adjective can 
I find than that ? 

Onr road lay through a fine forest, and some of the 
ascents we had to make were very steep indeed. We 
halted about twelve o’clock, and sat on a bank enjoying 
the rest and the sunshine while lunch was got ready. 
That meal was highly appreciated, and after it was over 
we remained where we were for an hour reading novels. 
Then we took up our long sticks again and determined 
to walk into Narkunda. Hermie managed it, but I had 
one lift in my dandy, for hiU after hill and staircase after 
stah’case succeeded each other ; and although I was not 
very tired, I disliked the constant getting out of breath, 
which is so trying in these high momitains, and so could 
not climb them all without help. As we approached 
Narkunda the view of the snows became stiU finer, and 
from the bungalow there, which faces the whole range, it 
is quite lovely. 

A neighbouring Eana sent me in a dolly consisting 
of a sheep and some fruits and spices ; he had also built 
up a beautiful bonfire, which has just been blazing, and 
behind it we saw the distant snows. We rested for a 
couple of hom's after our arrival, and then had a very 
good dinner and a game of cards before going to bed. 

Thursday, iHth . — I think that on this trip, which is 
made by numbers of people every year, this day’s excur- 
sion is considered the hardest work of all, but we found 
the climb up Hattoo much less severe than yesterday’s 
walk. We had, as usual, an excellent breakfast at eight 
o’clock, and after it started off on our ponies. We had a 
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good road for about a mile, and then found onrpi'lves at 
the bottom of one of those mountain staircases. T imme- 
diately got off ‘ No Name ’ and luid rceoxirsc' to a dandy, 
and Hormie soon followed my example. Thc' gentlemen 
walked. It was a most beautiful road, through a fine 
forest of spruce and pine, evergreen oak and majilo, 
with frequent open glades and grassy slopes, from which 
W'o looked out at the splendid range of snow-clad hills 
which encircled thc horizon. The W'eathor was absolutely 
perfect, brilliant sunshine beautifying every Ibvx-st and 
valley as they lay before us, and making us very hai)py 
and comfortable. 

When we were pretty near our destination, we got out 
of our dandies and walked up to the top of Hattoo. W’e 
there found ourselves on a long grass-covered spur of 
a high mountain, the immediate foreground broken hy 
enormous rocks standing straight up from thc earth, 
with patches of dark-green shrubs growing round them 
and out of every crevice in their sides. From a cairn, 
which is the remains of an old Goorkha fort, we gazed 
upon thc wonderful view which surrounded us on every 
side. It is quite impossible to describe it, fur the finest 
mountain scenery defies description. The snows fonued 
a complete semicircle in the distance, while between them 
and us, and all round us, were every variety of hill and 
mountain, some covered with forc.st, some bare and bright- 
coloured in the sun, every one a different shape, and 
the sides of the nearer ones cultivated: while in the 
distance a distinct dark line like a shadow marked where 
even the hardiest tree refuses to grow. W^'e sat looking 
at it all for a long time, making out the glaciers far away 
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and the little villages near, and then we found that Simla 
was visible, and that oui- o\m new house could be seen 
like a little beehive on a far distant hill. Hattoo is 
10,500 feet high, and is about 45 miles from Simla. 

We found a shady spot for luncheon, and there we 
spent three pleasant homrs before we set forth on our 
way to Baghi. This place is beautifully situated, and 
we were able to sit out in the sun some time after we 
got there. I am now writing before dinner in Hermie’a 
room and mine. Two charpoys, two chairs, and a tab! 
is all the fm'niture iti it, but we have a good fire, and 
are most comfortable. 

We brought one ayah with us, who is carried all 
the way in a jhampan, holding on her knee a round 
plated box, in the upper tray of which she has a comb 
and a looking-glass, and underneath that a series of 
compartments like those in a spice-box for her pan, 
betel-nut, &c. Our traui as we go along the road con- 
sists of a number of coolies who carry our baggage on 
their backs, of ten jhampanis in red who carry our 
dandies, and of our syces — Hermie’s and mine also in 
r ed. My jemadar and some khidmatgars are with us, 
and attend to our wants and wait on us at table. But 
this retinue is, I assure you, a very small one, and we 
are supposed to be roughing it. 

The view to-day well repays us for the journey, and 
the trees and general look of the country here is quite 
different from Simla. I am very sorry B. has never 
been here, for if he had he would feel he had seen the 
Himalayas, which at present he does not consider that 
he has done. 
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Perhaps you would like to know what we ha^’c for 
dhmcr in a dtik huugalow, and as each day's hill of faro 
is much the same as the last, it is voiy easy to tell you. 
Indeed, I may as well begin with breakfast, which is 
as substantial as all oui' other meals. Mutton-chops, 
chicken-cutlets, omelette, and chupatties are what wo 
begin the day on; these support us till lunch-tiuie, when 
the mutton of the day before becomes lamb, and is eaten 
with mint-sauce ; cold chicken also graces the tablecloth 
round which w'o sit on the ground, and biscuits and very 
good butter finish the meal nicely. Dinner is a very 
solid one. First there is soup, and then follow a jomt 
of mutton, curry, roast chickens or pheasants, and 
pudding. We have tried hard to see wherein lies the 
roughing it, and can only discover that wo have to do 
without champagne and without cheese, and that for 
three days out of the five we have had no coficc after 
dinner. "WTiat destitution ! 

Friday, iglh. — The ride from Baghi to Naj-kunda is 
perfectly lovely. I have never seen suc-h ])0uutiful 
forest scenery. The trees themselves are \-('ry lino, iind 
the hard- wood varieties are red and yellow, while the 
Virginian creeper drapes many a dark and statc-ly fir in 
a temporary crimson garment. The clifis and gigantic 
rocks too, through which the road lies, are most magni- 
ficent ; and the glimpses of brilliant snow-covered moun- 
tains which one obtains through each opening in the wood 
make the whole scene one of surpassing splendour. 

We rode quite slowly through this ‘ forest primtuvul ' 
for eleven miles, reaching Narkunda about twelve. Thire 
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we rested a couple of hours, and then rode on again 
another eleven miles to Mattiaua. Hero wo have just 
arrived, and there is a great excitement outside my 
room at this moment. 

I have told you what the dak hungalow system is, 
but when a Viceregal party is coming the Commissioner 
gives notice that the bungalows on the way are closed to 
the public on the days we want them. We manage to 
fill each one pretty well, but now a whole host has un- 
expectedly arrived, and it is too late for them to go on. 
The ayah says, ‘ Plenty people come, three big and seven 
little.’ Hormio and I are not dressed, and cannot go 
out to see, but I suppose we must take less room and 
get them all in. The children are stampmg about on 
the verandali, and ‘Peter ’ is barking at them, and there 
is much confusion and, on our part, amusement. I 
must tell you the end of it all after dinner. 

The party consisted of three grown-up ladies and 
seven children. They all squeezed into two rooms for 
the night, and did not seem to mind the discomfort at 
all. Indeed, I offered them a third, which they could 
have had after our dinner, but they said most cheerily 
‘ they were all r^ht.’ 

Saturday, 20th . — ^We had a twenty-five miles ride 
home, but we stopped for two hours in the middle of the 
day to rest and have lunch. I have immensely enjoyed 
my trip, but am very glad to be at home again. 

Wednesday, 24tli . — I gave the children of the Zenana 
Schools a treat this afternoon. Thirty little girls arrived 
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in jhampans, arrayed in In-illiant clothorf, ami niakin,i> 
nuisie -wliorevor they went with anklets and liraeelcis 
and jewels of many kinds. They were not at all sliy, 
and wo began the afternoon by showmg thorn the Iiouso 
and taking them through all oiu- rooms. Then wo went 
out of doors, and they played running games, and (ui- 
joj'ed themselves imniensely. It was necessary, liow- 
ever, for comfort's sake to take off many of iho anklets, 
they hurt so, and the teacher was soon in charge of a 
large bundle of these ornaments. I asked a few people' 
who are interested in the mission to come too, ajid I had 
tea for them. The children ate nothing, but after dis- 
tributing their prizes just before they went away I gave 
each one a bag of sweets and a smart cracker. All the 
gh’ls got dolls, and those who arc about to be married 
received a picture in addition to a doll, as a piece of 
furniture for their homos. 

Thnrsdaij, 2Sth . — I had a different sort of party this 
afternoon. Sis nuns came to see mo and the house. 
They were to be here at four o’clock, but they started 
off from the convent so eaiiy that, when they got half- 
way, they thought it best to get out and wait in a shed 
on the road. It so ha])pencd that a Rajah was coming 
to see the Viceroy, and his suite was also waiting m the 
same place on the other side of the road. It must have 
looked very funny to the passers-by to see the nims in 
their robes and large white caps and the gaily dressed 
natives opposite them, each gazing at the other from 
their different corners. 

They were highly delighted with everything, and we 
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took them all over the house, and /inally into the small 
clraAving-room, where I had some tea. They had pre- 
vioirsly told me that it was against their holy rule to 
have tea with anyone, but having led them to the table, 
I said to them that I knew they could not have a ‘ serious 
tea,’ but I was quite sure tlioy could liavo a cup stand- 
ing, which compromise they gave in to. I had sent my 
rickshaws to fetch them, and I heard that when they 
left the men were racing down the hill with them, all 
the poor nuns holding on tight with both hands to the 
sides of the vehicles. 

Simlai/, 2Sth. — Such weather! The morning was 
rather gloomy, and we said that it was probably snow- 
ing somewhere, but did not in the least expect the 
storm that was coming upon us. When I looked out of 
my window after lunch, I saw that the houses in Simla 
were white with snow ; and at that moment a drop or two 
of rain fell here, and then came on a combination of hail 
and snow and a tremendous thunderstorm. One crash 
was so loud that we thought some of the windows were 
broken. 


Monday, zgih . — went to give prizes to several 
■schools in the Town Hall, the garden where the feast was 
to have been being too cold and damp for the children to 
p>lay out of doors to-day. 

Twsday, ^oth.—l was ‘ at home ’ to receive visitors 
in the afternoon, but Nelly wont out to play tennis, and 
Hermie, Blaine Eoberts, and Miss Loch, with a bottle 
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of cold tea, had a little ])icnic of their own do^\n at the 
glen. 

So much for our afternoons this week ; but how shall 
I describe the mornings ? They have boon one perpetual 
pack. I have had to look through every paper, at every 
photograph, into every cupboard, and the more 1 emptied 
the latter the more tlicy seemed to iill up again. Fii'st 
of all I set ajoart the four corners ot my room for liome. 
London, Olandeboye, and Calcutta , and I filled tluise up as 
I went on, and finally transferred the heaps so oollectt d to 
the same geographical positions in the ball-room, whore 
they now await their packing-cases. 

Then the rubbish ! That also had a place for itself, 
and has been daily sent off to Mrs. Broadbont for distri- 
bution to schools, missions, &c., who, she told me, would 
be glad of it. I am just now beginnmg to feel ha,ppy, as 
my room is almost bare, and it seems an im])ossibility 
that many more things should imexpectodly turn up to 
be provided for. It is a most wearing task, I assure you. 
Most people make these moves once or twice in their lives, 
but we have to do it four times a year here — two pack- 
ings and two unpackings — and at Bome our fate vill b(( 
much the same, and things do accumulate so. Photo- 
graphs alone become a cargo in a very short time. 
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CHAPTER XVI 

OUR LAST TOUR IN INDFA 
November 13 to DKCRMnwii 14, iSSS 

Tnesdai/, Norcmhcr 13///. — We wore ready at eight 
o’clock this morninjf, and, having had some breakfast, 
went down to the drawing-room to sec a large assembly 
of friends who had come to say good-bye to us. Every- 
one who was left in Simla was there, and all were very 
kind, and expressed themselves very sorry to see us go. 
We spent nearly half an hour with them, and then took 
our last dopartmre from this place — guards and bands in 
attendance, and the salute resoxmding in the distance. 

It was a lovely bright day, and the first part of 
our drive was pleasant. When, however, one gets into 
the ninth, tenth, and eleventh hours of a drive, one 
begins to feel very tired and shaken. We had a few 
small adventures. First of all we came to a standstill 
before three men who lay full-length across the road, and 
who crawled back to their positions every time they 
were dragged away, shouting to the ‘ Lord Sahib ’ about 
something. They wanted to present a petition, and it 
was some time before we could pass thorn. Then our 
policeman had a fall from his horse, and Lord William’s 
carriage was upset, but he was not in it at the time. 
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The giiis" iiorses ncxi fell down, a3id as they appeared 
to be dying there was a lo3ig delay oLiiers were 

sent for to replace tlicni. finally, however, wo arrived 
at the Umballa railway station, and sat down to dinner 
in our caiiiage, a very fatigued party. 


Wcdnesdaij, i4./h — "Wo slepi In a siding, iiiul only 
moved on this niornlng, travelling to Lah<»i*e, whicli 
place we readied at ll\o edeiock. A luiniluj* of smart 
Eajahs and British oiiieers met us at the station, and 
an address from the Municipality was presented to the 
Viceroy. Wo drove to Government House, wlmre the 
Aitchisons are also staying, with Sir James and Lady 
Lyall. There was a big dinner of Ibrtj’- people, and a 
party at the Montgomoiy Hall afterwards. A band 
IDlayed, and we walked al)oiit and talked to many friends 
who have just come down from Simla, and to sevei’al 
native gentlemen whom we know here. 

Thvrscicuj, i^lh. — D. received dci)utations and replied 
to addresses for a couple of hours in the morning. Besides 
his written replies, he made an impromptu Persinn speech, 
which seemed to give gveat jileasure to his hearers. At 
twelve we opened the Lady Aitchison Hos]>ital. I was 
delighted with the building, which seems in every way 
to be appropriate, wcll-di'.signed, largo, and comfortable. 
I went all over it, and in one room met some i)urda- 
nishin ladies, who came there on purpose to see me. 
We soon adjourned to a large tent, where a great 
assembly of natives and Europeans were gathered toge*- 
thcr. D. and I, the Lyalls and Aitchisons sat on the 

VOL. II. y 
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dais and listened to a long account of the hospital, 
read both in English and in Urdu. I then stood up 
and declared the building open, and D. followed, reply- 
ing for me to the address. Sir Charles Aitchison thanked 
us for coming in a very nice speech, and after that 
Dr. Brown gave some particulars about the students at 
the University, and 1 gave away the prizes. An English 
girl was the head of the whole medical school, and took 
all the great prizes, but in every class there were one or 
two native girls who were prize-winners. One of thorn 
came in a burka, which completely covered her. It is 
a thick white garment thrown over the face and figure, 
and there is just a little open-work for the eyes to see 
out of. The tent was rather hot, and we were glad of 
fresh air after this long ceremonial. 

D. went on to the Veterinary School, and I to the 
Victoria School for native girls. The pupils were very 
prettily dressed, and looked like flower-beds as they sat 
on the floor to do their lessons. They gave me a pretty 
photograph of the schoolroom. 

The’ girls went in a camel carriage, and on elephants, 
to the city, and I took a short walk with D. and came 
back to see the Aitchisons off. There was a large dinner, 
and some music afterwards. 

Friday, i 6 th . — I had such a very fine deputation this 
morning. Men from all the different districts of the 
Punjab came as ‘ representatives of the men and women 
of the Punjab * to thank me for what I have tried to do 
here, and to say good-bye to me. I read them an answer, 
and they showed me a bundle of papers with 25,000 
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signatures to the address, which they said they would 
get bound and send to me. 

My second deputation consisted of three gentlemen, 
who came to represent the women of Gujranwalla, They 
asked, before leaving, to be allowed to walk round me, 
and when I afterwards inquired into this custom, I 
could only learn that "they walk round temples and 
other sacred things.’ D.’s comment upon the compli- 
ment thus paid me w^as, " They never get round vie' 

A third address was presented by the purdanishin 
women of Lahore. These ladies were showm in by a 
back-door, and all men were kept out of sight. The 
address was read by one of them in English, and after I 
had replied each lady jmt a wreath round my neck, and 
then we had a little conversation. These deputations 
were of course all on the subject of my Fund, and I have 
done a good deal of business connected with it since I 
came here with Lady Lyall, Miss Bielby, and others. 

At one o’clock I drove off to see the Lady Dufferin 
Christian Girls’ School, and after lunch to the Museum. 
Then there was a garden party at Government House, at 
which we said our last good-byes. There were no guests 
at dinner, and we left directly after and got into our 
train, which journeyed on till the middle of the night, 
when it stopped by the wayside till morning. I don’t 
like good-byes at all. 

Saturday, lyili . — Wo moved on at ten o’clock, and 
reached Patiala in less than an hour. The Bajab, 
whose wedding festival we are now attending, was a 
young boy when we came to India, and was one of those 
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we met at Eawal Pindi. He also camo the first year to 
receive us at Pinjorc. He was really married eight 
months ago, hut the season being then unpropitious, 
the festivities were postponed till now. 

The silver and gold carriage was at the station to 
convey the Viceroy to the camp, and the girls and I 
drove on first, so as to get out of the dust of the escort. 
We passed through crowds of natives, elephant carriages, 
troops, silver sedan chairs, &c., all displayed on the way, 
and at last through an arch and a decoration like a 
palisade, with figures drawn on panels of white calico. 
This led to the camp, which is most beautifully arranged. 
The Viceroy has one, the Lieutenant-Governor another, 
and the general visitors a thhd. These are quite close 
to each other, but have separate entrances. There is a 
street of tents leading to each, with a coloured gravel 
garden in the centre, plants in pots, fountains, &c. 

At the head of our street there is the durbar tent, 
and through it you pass into a square of tents with a 
garden in the middle. These are our apartments. We 
each have one tent to ourselves, as well as a drawing- 
room tent and a study, and it is all extremely pretty and 
comfortable. The only trying thing is the climate. The 
mornings and evenings are very cold, furs and wraps of 
every description being required, while in the middle of 
the day the sun is very hot. Heat and cold are accen- 
tuated in a tent, and we must begin to take quinine 
regularly. 

Three Eajahs are here, two as guests, and while I 
write D. is receiving their visits in turn, and the guns 
are firing, and the bands playing, as each one comes and 
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goes. The Maharajah of Kapurthalla is one guest, and 
Jhind, a boy of eight, is another* 

I suggested that after the state dinner all the visitors 
in camp should meet in our tent, and invitations ^vere 
accordingly issued. 

At four ^YC drove to the palace, to be present at the 
durbar. Lady Lyiill and I had thrones behind the 
Viceroy’s and Maharajah’s, on a raised place, from which 
we had a good vie'W. But the room, the ceiling of which 
is thickly planted with low hanging chandeliers, is a very 
dark one, and a large canopy in front of the chairs of 
state made it difficult to see the extent of it. 

The Maharajah wore white and gold clothes, a pale 
green turban, with a magnificent fringe of diamonds 
round it and a large aigrette in front of it. D. sat on a 
green and gold sofa, and Sir James Lyall and the Maha- 
rajah in red and gold chairs. 

There are the most magnificent seats here that I 
have ever seen. They are very large, and the decoration 
of them is very elaborate. In one tent there are two 
big ones, with lions for arms, the animals having mas- 
sive chains wound round them. 

But to return to the durbar. TheMaharajali read a 
speech, the principal point of which was that, in memory 
of this occasion, he had determined to build a female 
hospital, and to give 10,000 rupees a year to maintain 
it. D. replied. He took this occasion of announcing 
the plan he has made for utilising the offers of the 
native Princes to contribute to the Frontier Defences. 
He said it was considered better not to receive pecuniary 
aid, and that it had been resolved to get each Prince to 
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put a certain portion of liis army in a serviceable con- 
dition, drilled and kept up like a British corps, to to give 
them some guns and to lend them the necessary ollicers, 
&c. The Viceroy also expressed the congratulations of the 
company upon ^ this aiisjoicious occasion,’ and presented 
the wedding gifts from the British Government. 

When the dm-bar was over, we drove homo to tea, 
and then returned to the city to see the fireworks and 
illuminations. We were also shown the durbar hall, 
witli its forest of chandeliers lighted. There were 4,000 
candles burning, and the room looked much better than 
by day. Before we left we sat on the thrones and watched 
some nautch-girls dance. 

We had to hurry back to dress for the state dinner. 
There were 200 people at it, and the Maharajah came in 
at the end to propose the Viceroy’s health. He did it 
very nicely. D, replied and proposed his, and then we 
went into the big tent and got a few people to sing and 
play, and one to whistle, and so the evening passed very 
pleasantly. 

The night — That was exciting ! Being known as 
chilly people, fire-places had been built in all our tents, 
and we were delighted with our warm quarters. I 
had just gone to sleep, when I was awoke suddenly by a 
voice outside, which said, ' Mamma, get up, my tent is 
on fire ! ’ Up we jumped, and looking out I saw Nelly’s 
tent a mass of flames, and she, in her dressing-gown, 
flying across the garden. The inside of my tent was 
dark, and I could find no cloak or extra garment of any 
kind, so I simply remained at the door and looked on. 
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D. rushed to the rescue, and a number of genticmen ran 
into our square from the mess-tent, calling out, ^ Is 
anyone in the tent 2 ’ ^ Gut the ropes,’ ‘ Throw down the 
kanats,’ &c. ; and as quickly as it had blazed up the 
whole thing went out, and nothing was left but a charred 
square of ground. It was a merciful escape for Nelly 
and for the whole cam]:) : liad there been a wind there 
might have been a general conliagration. 

She had suspected (ire, and when D. vent to bod he 
had put out a bit of canvas that was smouldering, and 
had made everything safe as he thought. Nelly and her 
maid had still felt nervous, and the maid had remained 
with her ; but both had gone to sleep, and had been sud- 
denly awakened by a blaze of light over their heads. 
Nelly rushed to give the alarm, and Henrietta seized 
a jewel-box and one evening-gown which had some 
diamonds on the body, and that was all that was saved. 
Nelly has not a single thing left of her clothes, and she 
is dressed out in inuic this morning. 

Sunday, iSth. — Aiiything more melancholy-looking 
than the charred remains of gowns, habit, fur cloak, 
and boots you never saw. 1 particularly regret the fur 
cloak, for it is wanted on the way home, and I don’t see 
how it is to be replaced here. Henrietta, too, has lost 
her watch, and a suspicious circumstance is that a com- 
mon one was found among the ashes which belonged to 
nobody. All the Eajahs came over to inquire after us 
this morning. 

At eleven o’clock wo had a very nice service in the 
big tent, with some very good singing. 
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In the afternoon we drove over to loolt at the 
Museum. The collection consists of odds and ends 
bought wholesale by the late Maharajah. There are 
cages, and watches, and clocks, and alabaster candle- 
sticks with alabaster candle-ends in them, and the most 
primitive of mechanical toys, blotting-books, and ink- 
stands, coloured prints, and every sort of kniclc-knack. 
The most curious were two enormous dressing-bags; 
they stand three feet from the ground, and hold every 
conceivable thing. The best of them, in which the bottles 
are all silver, cost io,oooL — a lakli — and we wore showui 
all its contents. Of course the ordinary fittings came 
first, and w^erc comiilete, from a looking-glass and a 
magnifying glass dowm to a dentist’s tooth-glass. But 
besides all these there was a paint-box, a large box 
of mathematical instruments, a very large luncheon 
service, a beautiful set of writing-table things, a case of 
surgical instruments, and many other articles which I 
cannot possibly remember, all inside the bag. The 
gentleman showing it off remarked with pride that it had 
never been used. Indeed, the Maharajah died before 
the two were finished. 

Monday^ igtli * — I drove off at three o’clock to lay a 
foundation-stone of the Lady Dufferin Female Hospital, 
and found the Maharajah and a number of other people 
collected under a Shamiana. After a short address, we 
walked up to the stone, put a glass bottle containing 
some money and a little golden serpent, for luck, in a 
hole, and then I shovelled on some mortar, and the 
stone was let down, and I hit it with a solid lump of 
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silver and pronounced it to be ‘'well and truly laid/ 
took up my hammer and my trowel, and drove off 
with the Maharajah to meet the Viceroy and to see a 
review. 

This military event over, we proceeded to a Gymkhana 
ground, where there w^ere all sorts of native sports ; it 
w^as a great pity that darkness \vas coming on and wc 
could see veiy little of them. 

Of the new things I observed, I will tell you a few. 
There w^ere a troop of clowns on horseback, but they 
only rode backwards and forwards in helmets, breast- 
plates, and striped cloths, and seemed to have no idea 
that anything comic was expected of them. Then there 
were people with sw^ords tied to their waists, who flung 
themselves about, the swords passing between their logs, 
and over their heads, and round their bodies in a fearful 
w^ay. Other men held knives in their hands, and fought 
and wrestled together without ever cutting themselves. 
Some lay down and put swords into their eyes — a very 
nasty trick. 

One man balanced a heavy bundle on the top of a 
pole ; out of it there stuck three great spear points, and 
all of a sudden the man fell flat, the pole dropped, and 
the bundle came down on him with a tlmd, one spear 
betw^een his legs and one on each side of his body. He 
repeated this most creepy x‘>erformancc lying on his face, 
wiiich was still more dangerous, as he could not see the 
horrid thing coming down on him, and could not help 
himself in any way should the points be at all out of the 
proper line. These ^ sports ’ were only the jiadding of 
the entertainment, tent-pegging, camel and elephant 
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races being tbo backbone of it, but, as you may observe, 
tlie frivolous part made the most impression on me. 

We dined quietly ; that is to say, as quietly as we 
can on such occasions — a party of over twenty. The girls 
and I departed first, and went off by special tram to 
Agra; a few minutes later the Lieutenant-Governor 
went to Umballa in his special ; and lastly the Viceroy 
started in his, but soon stopped and spent the night by 
the wayside. 

We have very much enjoyed our visit to Patiala, and 
like the Maharajah very much. 

Ihvesday, 20II1. — We breakfasted at Aliglmr, and had 
a most cheerful encounter there with the Collector and 
his wife, Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy. They came down 
laden with lovely flowers for us, and then, apparently 
to Ms great amusement, and certainly to ours, Mr. 
Kennedy pressed upon the girls the little pieces of 
pottery and watchstands made with boars’ tusks, which 
are sold at the station. He insisted upon presenting 
them each with some, declaring that ‘ as I have an 
account,’ it does not matter. I told him when that bill 
came in he would remember us disagreeably, but he 
thought not. I may mention now that in the afternoon 
D. arrived here and visited the Mahometan College, 
and had an addr-ess, and presented the school with 
medals. 

About noon we reached Agra. The Maharajah of 
Bhurtpore had most kindly come up to meet me, and 
had insisted upon entertaining me ; that is, upon provid- 
ing house and lunch and tea for me for the day. After 
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speaking to him for a few moments I drove on \Yith Sir 
Auckland Colvin to the Medical School, and saw the 
girls, and the buildings, and Miss Maurice, M.D. (whom 
we have just got over from England), and Miss Yerbuiy, 
and in fact did as much as could 1 )C done on allot sunny 
morning. 

We had a very nice luncheon, the Maharajah coming 
to the house to lead me to the lalde and then disappearing. 
The lady doctors were there, and I had a talk with 
both of them, as well as with Dr. Eice, the Surgeon - 
General of the North-West Provinces, all of which was 
bad for my voice, which I felt was gradually going. 

In the afternoon there was the function for which I 
came here, the laying of the foundation-stone of the 
Lying-in Hospital, for which my Committee provides all 
the money, A Shamiana and a dais, a hanging stone, 
a hammer, a trowel, and a speech, all as usual. Sir 
Auckland made the speech, and he always gives the 
Association an impulse when he does so. He is such a 
true friend to the work. As soon as the stone was laid 
we paraded the grounds once more, and everybody was 
shown everything, and then we W’ent back to the station, 
and the kind Kajah again appeared thei'e, and we had 
tea, and said good-bye to all the Agra people, and went 
on to the next station, where D. rejoined us. Sir Auclc- 
land dined with us, and we w'ero very sorry to have to 
say farewell to him. 

WedncBday, 21 bL — Voiceless and altogether miserable, 
faint, aiid wTetched, I had to remain in bed all clay, and 
missed Keginald Hart, who came a long way to see me. 
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TMirsdaif, 22nd . — Still dumb, but obliged to get up, 
for we leave our own train to-day, and it goes to Bombay 
to meet Lord Lansdownc. There was a grand luncheon 
at one place, but of course I did not go to it, and later 
I was safely conveyed to a largo barge called the Rliotas, 
where we are to spend some peaceful days. It is de- 
lightful, though I shall not be allowed to enjoy it fully 
till my voice returns, for Dr. Findlay takes every 
possible care of me, and the ‘ damp river ’ alarms him 
much on my account, so I am made to sit in a cabin 
when I might be on deck. These remarks are, however, 
premature. When !■ got out of my train two bouquets 
were presented to me, one by a European and one by a 
pi'etty native child. I received them in gracious silence, 
if such a thing is possible, and I felt ashamed of myself, 
but could wliisper no explanation. Then we walked down 
tln-ough decorated and illuminated ways to the boat — 
such a nice boat, with no engines, towed by an accom- 
panying steamer, large cabins, and a splendid deck. 

We are on the Ganges, and the water is as smooth as 
glass, and there is no vibration, and the weather is lovely, 
and there are no functions and no visits or return visits, 
and no social duties of any kind. I enjoy it immensely, 
and begin to think that the doctor may have been right 
when he said I was overdone and overworked (though 
nothing, as a rule, makes me more angry with a doctor 
than his suggesting such an idea), but I do hke the calm 
and rest of this river voyage. I will not go into detail 
about it ; wo are never far from shore, and always very 
near a sandbank — sometimes on one. It is so nice for 
D., too, to have this peaceful time, though his is a 
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modified rest, as ho has much work to do ; still, fivedom 
from interruptions makes work comparatively easy. 

Monday, 26lJi . — i ought to have landed Avith the 
others at Naramgmige to-day, but was persuaded not to 
do so, lost i should lose my A’oice again if I had such 
a long day of conversation as a visit there Wv>uld entail 
upon me. 8 o i only saw the outside of the place — the; 
river gay with steam-launciies and boats, the shores 
covei'od wiili fiags and decorations, the vegetation most 
luxuriant, and the houses large and comfortable-lookmg. 
I went on in the barge to Dacca, and when D. and the 
girls came there by train they said they had had a 
pleasant day. They lunched with Mr. and Mrs. Hen- 
derson, they received addresses, and wont over a jute 
manufactory, and they brought mo back a beautiful 
address all to myself in a silver box from the natives of 
the place, which made me sorry that I had not landed, 
as I fear they will have been disappointed. 

The place hero looks so pretty from the boat. There 
are such (quantities of flags, and such beautiful triumj)hal 
arches, and some picturesque mosques and buildings. Wo 
dined with the Nawab and di'ovc through tlio town, Avhere 
the illuminations were lovety. There wore palisades of 
light, and buildings picked outin fire, and chains of lamps, 
and when we reached a long avenue leading to the 
Nawab’s house it was lighted by candles the whole way — 
12,000 candles. His garden was literally transformed 
into a garden of light, all the beds marked oxrt by lines of 
fire. We thought ‘Avo Ava ’ in gold letters on an arch 
was a very happy thought. 
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‘ Tlie Naval) ’ may be said to consist of two per- 
so)is, a very old father and a middle-aged son. Tlie 
son has all the power and does all the business, but both 
are devoted to each other, and the son is so attentive to 
liis father, who can scarcely bear him to go out of his 
sight. He cannot go out shooting, or be away half a day 
from the old man, and it is nice to see them with each 
other. The son dined and took me in to dinner. He 
speaks English quite well, and the entertainment was 
exceedingly well done and nice in every way. After 
dinner we had native music and a nautch. Have I yet 
succeeded in instructing you as to the extreme propriety 
and dulness of a nautch ? There is never any incident 
in it, and no apparent purpose, and it is a most incom- 
prehensible amusement, though I like a Kttle of it. 

Tuesday, 27th . — The girls went ashore in the morn- 
ing to see Mr. Saunderson’s elephants. He is employed 
by Government to catch and train elephants, and he 
was able to show them a great many. I was sorry I had 
not gone with them. They were very much amused 
by the fury of a baby elephant when taken away 
from its mother. It rampaged about, and rushed at 
the bystanders, and showed every symptom of a violent 
temper. 

The Viceroy meantime received deputations, and iu 
the afternoon we all went ashore. We drove through 
the town of Dacca to the ruins of an old fort, and there 
130 elephants wore gathered for us to see. They ‘marched 
past ’ m a Imo, four deep, and looked very magnificent 
and somewhat antediluvian. Then two babies were 
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exhibited, and it Avas seen that the angry one of the 
morning had not yet recovered its equanimity, and 
could scarcely be induced to come from under the shelter 
of its mother’s groat body. 

We next drove on to the polo-gi'ound, our escort 
being composed of the Surma Valley Light Hoi'se, a voliui- 
teer corps composed of Kachar planters, who had come 
some four days down the river, bringing their horses with 
them, to moot us. A very mtorcsting game was to be 
played. The Nawab had brought down from Manipur 
two teams of native players with their own ponies. Polo 
is their national game, and as they live so far away, few 
people ever have the chance of seeing it as they play it. 
Manipur is on the border between Burma and Assam. 
When wo drove on to the ground we were received by the 
two Nawabs, and found a Shamiana, where the society of 
the place was collected, and where a very smart set of 
thrones was arranged for us. On the other side of the 
ground there was a great crowd looking on. 

Wo first inspected the players. The men are of a 
Mongol type, and each side was smartly dressed, the one 
with green velvet jackets and yellow turbans, and the others 
with violet jackets and white turbans ; they both had short 
white lower garments and bare legs. The ponies were tiny, 
just like little children’s ponies, and they had a good 
deal of harness on. Besides cords and tassels, which 
hung about, they bore lacquer saddles, and on either side 
of them a large shield of lacquer curled in at each side, 
which protected the rider’s legs. As the Viceroy ap- 
proached to inspect them, all the men wont down on 
their knees. 
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When the play began it looked like a toy game, the 
funny little ponies and the briglit-colourod riders rnsli- 
ing about and the ball flying. The lacquer shields rattled 
as the men urged on the ponies by pressing on their 
sides, or -when they knocked up against each other. I 
do not suppose the players got so excited as they do 
in their homes, though they were playing for a Us. goo 
prize, but in their own hills their friends and relations 
come and look on, and hoot the bad player and encourage 
the good, and show much tribal agitation over the events 
of the game. 

In the evening we had a ball, which we reached with 
difficulty. The river is low here, and there are sand- 
banks in all dii-ections, and we went aground, and then 
had to turn back \vhen we were just opposite our destina- 
tion, and to go round quite a different way. Even then 
we could not get up to the house, and a small boat had 
to be sent for us. The view from the river was quite 
lovely. The town was again illuminated, and the shapes 
of all the buildings shown in lines of light against the 
sky made it look like a fairy city. 

The dance was given by the Club in a house lent by 
a native gentleman ; the house and gardens were all illu- 
minated. There were about twenty ladies and double 
the number of men, and a band from Calcutta, and the 
most exquisite silver programmes for us. Solid silver 
books, with my initials on one side and D.^s crest, collars, 
&c., on the other. What do you think of that ! 

At supper D.’s health was proposed by Mr. Hopjiins, 
the Commissioner, and as we left the ladies cheered 
fr'om the balcony, and all the men from the quay, till we 
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were out of sight. Tho ball was veiy well done, and was 
very pretty, and the Viceroy danced ten dances without 
slopping, while I talked to all the ladies in turn. 

Wednesday^ 2 Sth, — Wo are going back to Calcutta 
now, and spend this day in our barge and lo-mor3‘ow in 
the railway. 

Thursday, 2Qtli , — Wc had such a very kind recep- 
iion at Calcutta. The station was most beautifully de- 
corated, there were two large guards of honour, the streets 
•were crowded, and at our house a largo number of native 
and European friends collected to greet us. The ladies 
had telegraphed to ask if they might come, and it was 
very pleasant to find so many there to welcome us back. 
We went slowly up the steps, shaking hands on either side, 
and when we had quite finished saying How do you do ? ’ 
we took a few people in to tea. "We arc all so glad to come 
back here, and wish wo were going to stay two months 
and enjoy this delightful winter life, but we only have a 
week 1 That fact is brought home to us every moment, 
for the drawing-rooms look bare, and we are no longer oc- 
cupying our own rooms, wdiich are now ready for Lord and 
Lady Lansdowne, while we are in the guests’ chambers. 

Friday, — Breakfast on our lovely l>alcony in 

such heavenly sunshine ; wc all shuddered at the thought 
of London fog, especially as Fred, who got ])ack here 
yesterday from England, gave us a most gloomy account 
of it, and said he wouldn’t live there for the world ! 

This is St. Andrew’s Day, and D. having been 

VOL. II. z 
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iiivifced to tlie great Scotch dinner, we had hurried back 
to Calcutta on purjjosc for it. In his speech D. justified 
his presence in tins assembly by saying that he himself 
was a Scotchman, much improved, it is true, by a 300 
years’ residence in Ireland ; that other Scotchmen were 
the raw material, while he and Mr. Barbour, also from the 
north of Ireland, represented the manufactured article. 

There were 300 people at the dinner, pipers playing, 
heather decorations, haggis to cat, whiskey (and other 
things) to drink, and during the speeches a number of 
ladies to listen. Wo went over about ten, and were 
first placed on a dais, whore we could not hear a word, 
and then came down behind D.’s chair, where wo could 
hear a little. 

Monday, Decemher ^rd . — ^Archie arrived to stay with 
us, and is looking extremely well. Nelly had some 
people to play tennis in the afternoon. D. was very 
busy all day seeing people. His speech, which was 
political, has been taken very well, and all seem to tbiuk 
it a useful one. Sir E. Watkins, who came to breakfast 
witli us, says it has ‘ cleai-ed the air.’ I saw Mr. Cotton, 
the secretary of the Bengal Branch, and some ladies who 
called upon me. 

Timday, 4 t 1 i . — The ladies of Bengal, Orissa, and 
Behar presented me with an address to-day. Wlien I 
heard of the ‘ deputation,’ I vaguely imagined a group 
of twenty or thirty ladies, and did not at all understand 
what a big thing it was going to be. As many of the 
ladies would object to seeing men, I had all the A.D.C.S 
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and all the servants sent away, and ari’an^^cd for Nelly 
aiid Hermie to meet the deputation at tlic door, and to 
brino' them up to the tlir one-room. As inatters turned 
out, it was very ditheuit to manapje the ailair at all. 
Eirst of all, live o’clock was the hour named, but about 
four, carriap^es Ix'gan to drive up, and my female A.D.C.s, 
wliowere out, did not return till many people had already 
arrived. Then the ladies came in crowds, and there were 
no chairs for them, and no servants to ]>ring any, and 
tho very greatest confusion in getting them all into the 
room. Nelly and Hermie had the hardest work over it. 
When all were assembled Lady Bayloy and I went in, and 
she read tlui address and presented it to me in a very 
pretty bamboo and silver l)ox, and then I read my reply. 

Another difticulty now became evident. It was 
getting rapidly daik, and 1 wanted to spcalc to the 
native ladies and to show them the lioiiso, but it was 
quite impossible to light the chandeliers without servants. 
When this was felt to be serious, I was allowed to get a 
man in, but every servant had been sent off to such a 
distance that it was long before I could find a single one. 

Mcaiitimc Hermie and Nelly were taking gi'oups of 
ladies through the house and u]) to tlieii* bedrooms, and 
they say the sight was much a];>preciated. When my guests 
wanted to go, the staircase was pitch dark, and there 
were no men to call the carriages, and I wondered how 
they evci' would got away. All the ladies wore most good- 
natured and kind about it, but 1 felt that I had very 
imperfectly understood tho situation boforeliand. This 
address is one I shall always value very much ; no such 
thing has ever Ijeen done here before. 
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'Wc bad a Ibw people to dine with iis : Gc'neral 
McQueen returned from the ]>la('k Arouniam, Sir 
Charles Crostliwaite over from lUirinah, Mv, Harry 
Gladstone, Mr. Scoble, Colonel and Sirs, (latacrc, and 
Mr. and Mrs. Hewott. Mr. Hev'ott is acting as D.’s 
Private Secretary just novx 


Wedne^dm/, ^th . — In the afternoon I laid the foun- 
dation-stone of the Lady Dufierin Zenana Hospital. 
D. came with me, and all tlie notabilities of the place, 
native and European, were present. The trowel, which 
is a gold one, was presented to me ])y a gentleman of 
Madras. D. made a short speech, and wo botli made 
our last appearance at a public function in Calcutta. 

We dined with Sir Alec Wilson. This we did in our 
character of departing guests and ‘ pale shades,’ for as 
full-blown Viceregal personages wo did not dine out. 
The Wilsons are very kind friends, and we had a pleasant 
dinner there. 


Thursday, 6th . — I went out directly after breakfast 
to visit my little hospital and the medical students at 
the Surnomoyi Home. Both visits wore satisfactory, 
and I am especially jileasod with the twenty- seven 
students, of whom I get the best accounts. There were 
girls from Burmah, On do, and the Central Provinces, in 
addition to residents of Bengal. One young lady (native) 
has come out at the head of all the students, male and 
female, in the first M.B. Examination, and another has 
taken the gold medal in Dentistry. Dr. Coates said that 
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tlirco \L‘iii's a^o it was almost imi)ossib]u to get female 
stndonts, and now they luaj’ Lo said to Hock in. 

Oiii* \\!ioh‘ afkrnooji ^^as spent at i^liss Eayley’s wed- 
ding. She marries kir. Elliot Cohiii. 

went on to see tlie iVIaharaneo of Kuch Bcliar, 
She had severed naiiv('. ladies to inetit me, and it was very 
pleasant. The children all appeared, and we saw the 
(j)iieen's presi'iit to her goilson Victor. Ho is a inagiii- 
lieenl hahy. 

Wo Iiad a small dinner party in tiie evening. 


Fridnij^ yili , — A very busy day. T>. had deputations 
in the morning, and in the aftc]*noou I had one at three, 
and then a garden party at ibiir, and my Committee 
meeting at six. We said good-bye to most people at the 
g'ardcn party, and felt very sorry to do so. 

This endc‘d onr ofiicial receptions and oiir business 
connection with Calcutta, and to-morro\v onr successors 
arrive. 

ThurHihiu, j^ih , — You will see from this date that I 
have not written a lim^ for many days, and yet I have 
much to tell you, for during tlie interval ]>. has laid 
down liis groat hurdt‘-n, and we are now Viceroy and 
Vicereine by coui-tcsy only. 

On Saturday afternoon, the 8th, hands were playmg, 
flags flying, guards of honour ornamented our lawn, rod 
carpet lay on our stairs, and at ii\o o’clock a number of 
spectators w'ore collected on the stej^s, and I), and I stood 
at the top of them awaiting our successors. The escort 
rode by, then the body-guard, then ax)poared the 
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first postillion, and finally tlie carriage stopped and wc 
looked upon Lord and Lady Laiisdowne. Hir Stenart 
Bayley and Sir Donald ^yallaco conducted tliein up the 
steps, where we greeted them and led them into the house. 
Lord Lansdowne remained in the Throne-room, and I 
took Lady Lansdowne to the drawing-room for tea. 

In the evening 1). gave a great man's dinner, 
which \ras arranged in the ball-room, as the Marble Hall 
was the scene of the reception so late in the afternoon. 
D. had such dreary recollections of his first dinner here 
that we took pains to make this one more lively, and 
Nowell had done his best to make the tal)lo pretty, though 
all our owm plate and ornaments had gone. YVe ladies 
dined together and spent a quiet evening. 

On Sunday we sent the Lansdownc^s in state to the 
Cathedral and w’o wont liumbly in a two-horse shay to 
the parish clmi'cli, and in the afternoon I took Lady 
Lansdowne to the Zoological Gardens, and D. shut him- 
self up with Lord Lansdowne and talked to him for four 
hours without stopping. 

Our last evening was a little melancholy. We did 
not feel particularly cheerful, and our own Staff certainly 
did not, and we w^ere all rather unsettled, so w^'e went 
early to bed, and on Monday morning our departure took 
place. 

We breakfasted early, and at nine "went into the 
Council-room, where a great number of ])eople were 
collected, and there we remained to hear Lord Lansdowne 
sworn in. There is no swearing about it. The Com- 
mission is road, and tho chief people malvc little bows, 
and that is all. After this we put on our bonnets and 
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wont downstairs to liave an ‘ Historic group ’ pliolograpli 
done. Lord Lansdowne had put on his Star of India, 
and ai'ipcai'od as the Viceroy, and we took lower places 
at once. AVlion this incvitablo ceremony had been gone 
through, we went up again and began to say good-bye to 
many IViends who had come to see us oh*. All seemed 
really sorry lo lose us and wo felt soiTy to sec no more 
of them, and so we parted almost in tears, and (inally 
uiad(^ our way down the great ste])S, shaking hands all 
tlu‘ way and followed by hearty cheers from those we 
left l)ehind. Lord and Lady Lansdowne came to the 
station with us. The streets were lined with troops 
and filled Avith ]')oople, and the arches, wdricli on the 
other side boro ^ Welcomes ’ to them, had ^ Sorry to part ’ 
and ® Safe homo ’ for us as wx looked at them. All the 
arrangements in the w^ay of guards of honour and escorts 
w^ere the same as for Lord Lansdowmo’s arrival. 

We leave behind Sir Donald Mackenzie Wallace, wdio 
as Private Secretary to the Viceroy has been quite in- 
valuable to 1). : in him Ave have both found the truest and 
kindest friend, and the pleasantest possible inmate of onr 
liomc ; Lord William Berosford, avIio both officially and 
unofficially has AV'on our wm*mest friendship ; and Fred, 
Avho hej*e, as before in Canada, has ever been that 
admirable combination — a lirst-rato A.D.C.and a perfect 
brother. 

Major Cooper, Captain Burn, Dr. Findlay, Blanche 
and Guy, and Mr. MeFerran go home Avith us. 

Of our journey 1 need not say much. Still wearing 
the disguise of Viceregal personages, we had collectors 
and raihvay officials to travel Avith us, guards of lionour, 
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and some old friends to meet ns at stations, and all tlie 
comforts of our special train. Wo tfavcdled on from 
Monday morning till Wednesday afternoon, when at live 
o’clock we reached Bombay. 

There the Duke of Connaught met us, looking so well 
in his smart uniform, and a crowd of oliicials and friends 
was collected to greet us. The station, wliich is a 
perfectly magnificent one, was decorated with flags, and 
in the tiekid-taking place, which is a beautiful hall with 
marble pillars and carved capitals and galleries, more 
crowds wx‘j*e assembled. There the Municipality pre- 
sented Jill address to D., and after be had replied to it 
we drove oil’ through the streets, 'which wore lined with 
troops and with people, and wo saw once more the pic- 
tiires(iuc aspect of Bombay and of its people on a day 
like this. 

Lord and Lady Eeay received us most kindly, and 
wc are staying with them at Malabar Point. There 
was a dinner party, and a drive back to town for a play. 
The house was large and full, and as the proceeds 
were to go to my Fund, I hope it will receive a good 
sum. 

I must not omit to mention that Lady Lansdowne 
will carry the Fund on as I have done. 

This morning (13th) I have received a very large 
deputation of ladies and a very charming address from 
the ladies of Bombay. It was a purdah presentation, and 
was pretty and interesting. The address itself was very 
nice, and, in addition to a silver box to hold it, I w^as 
given a sandalwood box and two pretty bags full of the 
signatures of the Hindu, Mahometan, Parsee, Portu- 
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jA'i loses i'lntl English ladies avIio had joined Lo present 
li io mo. Tlierc also came Avith it an address from 
the ladies of Surat, Vvdiich the same deputation pre- 
st'iited. I had had to get up early to write my reply, 
and having read it to them, I shook hands with all and 
spoke to them. When T). hoard of this assembly, ho asked 
leave to coine in, and there was a great flutter in the dove- 
cote for a JoAV moments ; then the ladies made up their 
minds that, as he leaves India for ever to-morrow, no 
great harm could come of it, and so they consented to 
see him. llakmahai, who has fought the infant marriage 
ease here, w’as one of the ladies jmesent. She is going 
to England to study. 

The Duke and Duchess of Connaught and Sir John 
]\rcNeil and Asman Jah came to lunclicon, and Mrs. 
Talbot, Mrs. Lyttloton's sister, is stajdng hero. Gray 
makes his appearance at all the meals, his first intro- 
duction to society. 

1 went wutli Ladj" Eeay to sec the Cama Hospital 
once more. Everything there seems well ordered, gay, 
and hright. We also looked in for a few moments at a 
school of which D. laid the first stone the day after our 
arrival here, Avhen he w’as ^ Viceroy Designate.' "Wdiile we 
wore so employed D. was receiving an address from tlic 
Chamber of Commerce. He was very much pleased with it, 
and thinks it one of the nicest and most satisfactory that 
has over been presented to him. After these functions 
we had a nice little trip in a steam-launch in the beau- 
i.iful liarbom*, and enjoyed it much. In the evening a 
great hanqiuit was given to D. at the IJyculla Club. Ho 
was most enthusinslically received, and it was a pleasant 
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ending to his Indian life. lie made an ‘ after dinner ’ 
and not a political speech. 

Friday, — I have reached my last day in India, 

and the chapter closes this afternoon. We have a 
quiet morning before us — no more Viceregal functions 
to perform. At four we leave this house and depart in 
state, our farew'ell being finally made under a beautifully 
decorated pavilion erected on the Apollo Bunder. 
Salutes, guards of honour, and escorts will be ours for 
the last time, and a less i^uldic and a quieter life will 
begin. 

I want to send this off now, and shall not write any 
fuller ending to my journal unless something iiiterestijig 
occurs between this and Aden. Nor will I attempt to 
describe the complex feelings which fill our minds as 
we step down from this groat position and look back 
upon all the cares, all the pleasures, all the interests, 
and all the friends Ave leave behind. 
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